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and cloisters, can henceforth become
the companion of science and the hand-
maid “of civilisation, range through
the fields of nature, and throw his
healthful epergies into' the progres-
sive life of a free and prosperous
people ' ' '
"It is good to cross the channel,
it only -to understand ourselves by
contrast,  The three great national
schools, the Frerich, the Gerwan, and
the English, bave alike been seized by
medizval fervour. Yet with what
different result. French art, in its at-
- femptito become religious, is notori:
ously irreligions. - The French Ma-
donina. is a flirting, faseinating gri-
sette, or a sorrowing Magdalen. The
Fiench saint is but a sivner in the
~ sackcloth of suffering; the -French
beaven but & select company from
ilie” Champs Rlysées; and their
angels took to wings only when tired
“of fip-toe flight in the Casino, In
‘Epgland, ‘too, under the name of
pre-Raphaglitism, we bave bad our
iaval ‘furor; yet how diverse
‘ ‘from French license or Ger-
Tean” dusterity,. Our English school
_ig’rather secular’ than eacred. The
Tt ‘study, ‘of nature, rather than
thé ‘dervile copyism of early Italian
“masters; i8 its jundamental creed and
‘practice. Instead of aspiring to- a
tary ideal, it contentedly adheres
{0 the”sober truth of individual na-
“tare. . Instead of dreaming on in
‘shadowy mazes far away on the out-
lying frontier of matter and spirit,
‘our’ Knglish school boldly - takes its
gtand; on the actual and 'tangible,
* and depicts with utmost vigour just
‘what it sees. Lastly, in lien of =
“dun, dirty,” and melancholy colour,
Talsely deemed the appropriate garb
to solemn thought, our own pre-
- Réphaelites glory in prismatic lustre,
seck to outvie the sunshine of nature,
#nd to out-rivdl the richness of Titian,
‘They = certainly lLave special sins,
pecaliirly their own, for which to
* answér; but assuredly tbey stand
‘exonérated from the defects,, and
‘even from the merits of German

o spiritualists.

Munich we have seen there is

much that js false, much which, pre-
tending to the sublimé, ends in the
ridiculous. We have seen that the
su-cglled religions art is often little
better than whine, cant, and grimace
—the refuge of mental weakness—
poetasters taking to bymns because

easiest of composition—men making .
germons who are incapable of other

work. DBut, at the same time, let us
accord to Munich art and the Ger-
man Christian school the honour
which js their due. Honour assur-
edly accrues to patent plodding la-
bour; reward awaits on learning;
and “knowledge, even in the arts,
constitutess in some sense power.
Princes, we have seen, have bestowed
a regal patronage; and both artists
and monarchs have been fired by
poble ambition to restore to art its
ancient glory. We are not ucmind-
‘ful of the high service thus conferred
upon 2 pation and a people in these
strenuousefforts to give to the reli-
gion, the history, and the literature
of their country, adequate pictorial
expression. To so noble an enter-
prise let commensurate honour be
awarded. Even upon the works
themselves we have endeavoured to
bestow that meacure of praise which
js undoubtedly their due. = But it

‘is the misfortune of these efforts

that the antecedents of Germany
have not fostered germs indigenous
to this exotic growth. A southern
plant has been uprooted from the
goil of its birth, and taken into exile
far from the sun that had cherished
its growth, its vigour is blighted, its
flower faded. Better bad it been to
tend the hardy pine upou the moun-
tain steep. But the life that once
was in Germany—a burgher life of
sturdy liberty, baving died out, this
country in art, as in polity, now finds
ber natiopality in jeopardy. The art

of Durer and Van Byck is extinef. -

In its stead* Perugino and Pintu-
ricchio, ravished from the rest of
hallowed tombs, are dragged over
snowy Alps, across three centaries of
history, and now come with the

ways of Nature.

skeleton touch of death. to mock theA
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CAPTAIN SPEER'S ADVENTURES IN SOMALI LAND.
EXPERIENTIA DOCRT.

NN Jorpaxs, April 1860,

My pEAR Brackwoon,—I now send you the narrative of my first adventures
in Africa, and trust my experiences may prove in some degree ag useful to suc-
ceeding generations of travellers ag other men’s ** Travels” bave been to me ;
and then I shall be fully repaid for the trouble of writing.

There is much in the old adage, “ Experientia docet ;? and if men did not
give their experiences, there would be little use in what they did for the ad-
vancement of discovery and science. !

In these pages I have endeavoured to explain how my natural bent nod the
habits of my life first led me to Africa, and how, by the leading-strings of fate,
assisted and led on from one thing to another, I have been induced to return
there, and am now going for a third time again.

Should these papers-appear to you, on inspection, likely to be of any use to

fature travellers, I would beg you to ingert them in your Magazine.

I must explain that I never kept diaries with a view to publishing what I
wrote, and for this reason I regret to say that there are many very interesting
gtories and anecdotes, illustrative of this peculiar race as to their characters
and minds, which were told me in ordinary conversation, but which I omitted
to record, and now fear I do not recollect sufficiently weil to be jastified in
publishing. - ' , :

Farthier I would add, T have been obliged to extract nearly as much matter
from letters which I wrote to my mother, and which have all been sedulously
kept, ag:from the diaries themselves. )

May- this-confession be a warning to others who travel, and a caution to be
precise in recording everything they see and hear, for the better guidance of
those who follow after them, ’ )

" The papers recording my second and succeeding travels in Africa have al-
ready appeared in your Magazine for September, October, and November last ;
and I hope, with God’s.grace, I shall ere long (probably about three years
hence) again return from the land of the blacks, and fully complete the history

" T have begun, .and be able to give, from comparative views of the country and

its various peoples, much more general and important information than apy
isolated accounts could furnish. ) :

To explain ‘my intentions in my third expedition to Africa, on_which
I expect to start in.a few days, I may mention that the object 1 have
now in view is to determine whether or not the Vietoria Nyanza, which T
discovered in 1858, is the principal source of the Nile ; and to do so, I propose
starting from Zanzibar, passing up the west flank of the Nyanza, and coming.
on the White Nile-at Gondokoro, whence, if Mr. Petherick, H:.B.M. .Consul
for Soudan, comes to meet me, as he hag offered to do, provided he gets the
sanction of oyr Government, we shall. probably sail down the great stream
together. . : .

This expedition, I must add, was proposed by Sir Roderick Impey Murchi-
gon the first morning after my last return from Africa, and has since been sup-
ported and carried out by the influence of the BEarl de Grey and Ripon (Presi- -
dent) and the Council of the Royal Geographical Society, they inducing the
two governments (Home and Indian) to.advatce me money and other means
for carrying it out, '

It is%strange that, on being obliged to abandon the prosecution of my
discovery-of the lake, I had made up my mind to return there again as soon
a8 I could obtain permission to do so, being convinced in my own mind that
it'wonld prove to be the source of the Nile, then little suspecting that so
much importance would be attached to it by the great geographers of Great
Britain; My surprise may therefore be imagined when I found, on opening
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my ma;ps to Sir Roderick the very first day, and ez'zpla.iuing to him what I had
done, he said, without a second thought about it,  Speke, we must send you

there again.”

tht followed I peed not tel],—Salaam.

Ir wag in the year 1849, at the
expiration of the Pupjaub campaign,
under Lord Gough, where 1 had
heen actively engaged as a snbal-
tern officer in the (so-called) fighting
brigade of General Sir Colin Camp-
bell’s division of the army, adding my
mite to the four successive victorious
actiona — Ramnuggér, Sadoolapore,
Chillianwallah, and Guzerat—that 1
first' .conceived the idea of exploring
'Central, Equatorial Africa. My plan
wag ‘made with -a view of collecting
the fanna. of those regions, to com-
plete .and fully develop a musenum
in my father's house, a nucleus of
which: I had- slready: formedfrom
the »rich’ menageries of India, the
‘Himalays ‘Mountains, and Tibet ; my
jdes-in selecting that feld for” my
fiture fesearches being that I should
findswithin it: various orders’ and

. gpecies of “animals hitherto unknown.

Although Major. Cornwallis Harris,
~Ruppallyand  others had by this time
well-nigh exhausted, by their assidu-
. 'ous -ibvestigations, all discoveries in
_animal dife, both in the northern and
gouthern’extremities of Africa, in the
lowlands: of Kaffraria in the south,
and the highlands of Ethiopia ir the

_-north; no one as yet had penetrated

to the' centre in the low Iatitudes
near the equator: and by latitudinal
differences I thought, I should obtain
new descriptions and varieties of
animals. -

The time I proposed to myself for
carrying this scheme into operation
was my- farlough — & lease of three
years' leave of absence from Indis,
which’ I should Jbecome entitled to at
the -expiration of ten years' service
in India; but I would not lesve the
reader to infer that I intended devot-

J. H. SeExE.

ing the whole of my furlough fo this
one pursuit alone. Two of the three
years were to be occupied in collect-
ing animals, and descending by the
valley of the Nile to Egypt and
England, whilst the third year wag
to be spent in indulgent recreations
at home after my labours should be
over. .

I had now served five years in the
Indian army, and five years . were
left to serve ere I should become
entitled to teke my furlough. Dar-
ing this time I had to consider two
important guestions: How I should
be able, out of my very limited pay
as o subsltern officer, to meet the
“heavy expenditure ,which such a vagt
undertaking woud , necessarily in-
volve ? and how, before leaving Indis,
I might best employ any local leave
I .could obtain, in completing my
already commenced collections of the
fauna of that country and its adjacent
hill-ranges 7%

Previous expetience had taught
me the most economieal mode of
living was to be obtained in the
prosecution of my chief hobby. In
‘the backwoods and jungles no cere-
mony or etiguette provokes un-
necessary expenditure; whilst the
fewer men and material I took with
me on my sporting excursions the
better sport I always got, and the
freer and more independent I was to
carry on the chase. I need now only
"say I acted on this conviction, and I
think, I may add, I managed it suc-
cessfully, For there are now but few
animals to be found in either India,

Tibet, or the Himalaya Mountains,

specimens of which have not fallen
victims to my gun. Of this the pater-
pal hall is an existing testimony.}

T

‘ " % Without exception, and after having now shot over three quarters of -the
globe, I can safely say, there does not exist any place in the whole wide world
‘which affords such a diversity of sport, such interesting animals, or such enchanting
< gopmery; as well as pleasant climate and temperature, as these various couutries of

““iiy fivst experiences ; but the more especially interesting was Tibet so to me, from
e Biet that I was the first man who penetrated into many of its remotest parts,

atid discoverad many of its numerons animals.

.. 4 Jordans, near Hminster. ' -
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The 34 September 1854 completed and Herne to assist in its- con
my tenth year’s servitude in Iodia, To this project.Colonel Outramdﬁzg
sod on the succeeding day, the 4th, ever been adverse, and had remon-
I embarked on board one of the P. strated with the Government about
and O. Company’s steamers’ at Cal- it, declariig, as his opinion, the
cutta, and left the Indian shore for scheme to be quite unfeasible. " The
Aden; but previously to departure Somel, he said, were the most savage
I purchased various cheap articles of all African savages, and were of
of barter, all as tempting and seduc- such a wild and inhospitable natore
tive' ag I could find for the simple- that no stranger could possibly live
minded ', negroes of Africa. These amongst them. The Government
consisted prineipally of cheap guns, however, relying on . the ability of
revolviog pistols, swords, cheap cut- one who so successfully made the
lery of‘: all sorts, bgads,‘ cofton stuffs pilgrimage of Mecca, in ‘opposition to
of variéty, and sewing material, &e., ‘all preconceived notions of its im-
8_&0.,_&0., to.the-amount of £390 ster- possibility, were bent at least ia
ling. Arrived .t Aden, my first giving the Lientenant a chance of
step was to visit Colonel Oatram, showing what he could do in this
the brigadier in command of the even darker land, and he then was
station, to open my views to him occupied in Aden maturing his plans
-m(tih trega;'.d.ttoh penetrating Africa, of procedure. :
and to solicit his assistance to my  This, then, was the opportuni
doing 80, by granting introductory Colonel took advantaggpgf tu;(;tv}i,sfgg ’
letters to the native chiefs on the me to ask Lieutenant Burton to in-
coast, and in any other manner that corporate me in his expedition, at the
he could. Buat to my utter astonish- same time saying that, if it was found
ment and discomfiture, with the frank to be agreeable to Lieutenant Burton
and characteristic ardour which has he would back my application to the
marked him through life, he at once Indian Government, obtain a cancel -
said he would not only withhold his of my farlough, and get me put on
influence, but would prohibit my service-duty as a member of the ex-
going there at all, as the countries pedition. -
opposite to Aden were so extremely = Nothing could have suited me
dangerous for any foreigners to travel better. Lieutenant Burton was agree-
in, t'ha_t‘he considered it his duty as a able, and I was at once installed in
Christian to prevent, as far as he was the expedition. My travelling, map-
able, anybody from bazarding his life ping,t and -eollecting. propensti:bies it
there. Thie opposition, fortunately, was thought would be of service to
only lasted for a time. Alfter repeated the ends of the expedition ; and by my
supplications on my part, the gener- being incorporated in-it, there would
ous kind: nature of the Colonel over- be no chance of my run’ningv counter
came him, and he thought of a pretext to it, by travelling, on its line of
by which, should anything serions march, and possibly giving rise to
]j.x‘a;l];pe;n to :.;ne, thhqre ‘would n:t re- disturbances with the natives,

D any onus on his conscience. Before proceeding further in - ¢
. The Bombay Government at that narrative (I))f events as they»occurrtg:}e
time had been induced to order an it-would be as well, perhaps, to anti-
expedition to be _organised for the cipate a little, and give a geﬁeral im-
purpose of investigating the Somali pression of:the geography, ethnology.
country (a large tract of land lying history, and other: characteristics of
due south of Aden, and separated the country under investigation—the
only from the Arabian const by the Somali land—and the way in which
Gulf of Aden), and had appointed those investigations, it was intended
three officers, Lieutenant Burton to should be carried out. As will appemZ
command, and Lientenants Stroyan by the following pages, my experi-

* We very much sympathise with Sir James Outram in hi

; . in his attempt

th: ;;e;nlgu; euterpnsedof our adventurous friend.—Bp. B.. M. : et o ‘prevens
' 1 had then mapped Tibet, and had laid down several new districts which

to this day have not been trodden by any European but myself, TR even
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ences: \jyere mostly confined to the
north..central parts, in the highlands
of the Warsingali acd Dulbahanta
tribes. : The rest of my information is
derived. from conversations with the
natives, or what I have read in some
very interesting pages in vol. xix. of
the Royal Geograpbical Society, writ-
ten by Lieutenant Cruttenden.

The :Somali country is an elbow of
land lIying between the equator and
the 11th degree of north latitude,
which, from its peculiar form, might
well be designated the Bastern Horn
of Africa. The land is high in the’
porth,and hes & general declination,
as may be seen by the river system,
to the.south and eastward, but with
less easting as we come westward.

Tt is. separated from ‘the main body
of Africa by the river Jub, a large
snd fortilising stream, which, rising
in the mountains of southern. Abys-
sinis, passes, between the territories
of .the, Gallas on the west and the
Somalig.on. the east, and debouches
in, the: Indian -Ocean at the northern
extremity of the Zanzibar coast. Ac-
cording.to Lieut. Cruttenden’s map,
there are only two other rivers be-
sidesthis of any consequence in the
land,-~the Webbe Shebéli, or Haines
River, which ig of considerable im-
portance, baving & Jarge flow of water,
trending. down a cultivable. district
of:rich red soil, and another less im-
portant: to the’ castward of these two,
called. very unfortunately by him the
Wadyg® Nogal. . The proper specific
name for this river has never, to my
knowledge, been given. It rises in
some small hills close overhanging the

porthi coast; and runs -south-easterly.

into the Indian Ocean, dividitg two
large’ territories, called Ugahden, or
Haud, on the west, and Nogal on the
east. - Ugahden is said to be a flat
gragsy country, of ved soil, almost
gtoneless, and having water every-
wherg near the surface. It is con-
gidered by the pastoral Somal a fa-
mous place for keeping cattle, of which
by report they possess a great abun-
- danee, such as camels, ponies, cows,
and Dumba sheep—a fat-tailed ani-
mal, like the Persian breed. Game
alzo abounds in this country, of which
the .gazelles and antelopes, I was as-

~
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gured rosmed sabout in vast herds
like sheep. The Nogal country is
the opposite of this, containing no-
thing of any material value in it. The
rock-formation is all lime, very pure
and white like marble, which conse-
quently makes the soil white, and,

being very stony, iz almost barren.

The Somal keep cattle here, but with
much apparent difficulty, being, from
the scarcity of springs and want of
waler, oblized to march about, fol-
lowing the last falls of rain, to obtain
fresh herbage for their cattle. My
firat and greater journey gave we an
insight into this portion of the in-
terior of the country south of Bunder
Goree. It was very interesting,
though not profitable, from its pever
baving been visited by any Europeans
before. I observed here two distinct
leading features in its physical geo-
graphy. 'The first is & narrow hill-
range, about 180 miles long, and 20
or more broad, which is occupieq by
two large tribes—the Warsingali on
the enst, and & branch of the Habr
Gerhajis on the west. It is situated
at an average distance of from 200
yards to 3 or 4 miles from the sea-
shore, separated from it by a sandy
flat or maritime plain, and, like the
Jive of coast, extends from east to west.
Immedintely due south of: Bunder
Goree, the sea-face, or northern slopes
of this range, are very steep and ir-
regular, being trenched down by deep
ravines, which, during the rainy sea-
gon, shed their water across the mari-
time plain into the Gulf of Aden.
The lower folds on this side of the
range are composed. of brown rocks
and earth, having little or no vegeta-
tion upon them, and are just ss un-
jnviting in appearance as the light-
brown hills which fringe the coast of
Arabia, as seen by voyagers on the
Red Sea. Further up the hill, in the
central folds of the range, this great
sterility changes for a warm rich
clothing of bush-jungle and a little
gress. Gum-trees, myrrh, and some

varieties of the frankincense are found -

in great profusion, as well as & variety
of the aloe plant, from- which the So-
malis manufacture good. strong cord-
age. The upper part of the range is
very steep and precipitous, and on

* Wady, river.

B
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this face is well clad with trees and
bush-jungle. The soathern side of
the range is exactly the opposite, in
all its characteristics, of the northern.

" Instead of having a steep drop of from

6000 to 7000 feet, it falls by gentle
slopes to successive terraces, like a
giant staircase, to scarcely half that
depth, where it rests at the head of
the high platean land of Nogal, and
is almost barren. Nogal, as I have
said before, is also very barren, only
producing trees, such as the hardy
acacia and jujube, in sheltered places,
in the valleys or watercourses which
drain that land to the south-east. I
had no means of determining it, but
should jadge this second great geo-
graphical feature, the platean of No-
gal, by, the directions its streams lie
in, to have a gradual decreasing de-
clination, like all the rest of the in-
terior, from the north, where it aver-
ages from an altitude of 3000 to'4000
feet to:the level of the sea on south
and by: east. . .

By histories furnished me by the

‘natives who accompanied me on the

journeys I undertook, it appears the
present Somalis are of rather recent
origin, not more than four and a half
centuries. old. About the year 1413,
an. Arab chieftain, Darud-bin-Ismail,
who had been disputing with an elder
brother - for certain territorial rights

‘at Mecca, was overpowered and

driven from the Mussulman Holy
Land, and marched southwards, ac-
companied by a large number of faith-
ful followers, amongst whom was an
Asyri damsel, of gentle blood and in-
teresting beauty, whom he subse-
quently married, to Makallah, on the
southern shores of Arabia. Once
arrived there, this band of vanquished
fugitives hired vessels, and, crossing
the Gilf of Aden, came to Bunder
Goree. - Here they were hospitably
received by the then gaverning people,
who, for the most part, were -Chrié-
tians—probably Gallas -and Abyssin-
ians —who, judging from the few
archaological remains they subse-
quently left behind them, must have
lived in a far more advanced state of

civilisation than the present Somuli
now enjoy. Those Christian people
were governed by one mav, Sultan
Kip, who had a deputy called Wur-
rah, renowned alike for his ferocity
of character and his ability to go-
vern.

For some years Darud and his
Arab followers led" a quiet, peaceable
life, gaining the confidence of his
host, and inspiring Kin's subjects
with a reverence for their superior
talents. In process of time, by inter:
marriage and proselytising, these
Mussulmans increased is number,
and gained such strength, that they
begaa to covet, aud finally determined
to take the country from the race
that had preceded them. This pro-
jeet, by various intrigues apd machi-
nations, was easily effected ; snd Kin,
with all his Christians, was driven
back to bhis native highlands in
Tithiopia. Darud now was paramount
in all this land, and reigned until he
died, when an only zon by bis Asyri
wife succeeded to him. This man’s
pame wag Kabl Ullah, who bad a son
called Harti, Oun succeeding his fa-
ther, Harti had three sons, called
respeetively, in order of birth, Wars-
ingali, Daulbahanta, and Mijjerth-
aine.  Amongs: these three he di-
vided his kingdom, which to this
day retains the names. The Mij-
jerthaine dispersed over the eastern
ortions of the land, the Warsingali
eld the central, and the Dulbahantas
the western territories,* .

Subsequently to this period, an
Arab called Issakh came across from®
Souathern Arabia and established him-
self forcibly at Meyet, and founded
the three different nations who now
occupy all the coast-line from ‘Ras
Galwénee on.the eastward to Zeyleh
on the extreme west of -the Somali
country. Isaakh, it appears, had
three wives, who gave in issue three
gons, and among these three'men was
divided the whole country which he
subdued. '

Forming themselves into tribes,
the sepior or Habr Gerhajis, by con-
staint feuds and other causes, are much

* Lieutenant Cruttenden, in his geographical treatise, describes the Darcod family
as being divided into four tribes, and in addition to the three of which I heard,
places the fourth or Murreyhan in his map to thesouthward of the country of
Ozahden, lying between his Wady Nogal and the Webbe Shebéli rivers.
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distributed about the country, but
mostly: occupy the hilly grounds to
the  southward 'of the coastline ;
whilst: the Habr Owel, or second in
order :of birth, possess all the coast-
of Betbera between Zeyleh and Kur-
rum; ‘and the third, or Habr Teljala,
hold all the rest thence eastwards t
Heis, '

"~ The: Somalis have been chiefly
known.to us since the time of our
taking occupation of Aden, whither
many of them resort with their tribes
and families to carry on trade, or do
the more menjal services of. porterage
and doukey-driving. They are at

. once easily recognised by the over-
land traveller, by their singular ap-
pearance and boisterous manner, as
well a3 by their cheating and lying
propensitics, for which they are pe-
.culiarly notorious; indeed, success in
fraud Js more agreeable to them than
any- other- mode of gaining a liveli-

hood; and-the narration of such acts

is- thieir: greatest delight in conversa-
tion. » They ‘¢xcel as donkey-boys

.. Egyptiane. As may be
con¢luded from- their history, they

i jxed Ham-Shemitic race, but

» copsiderably from both in

general ‘appearance, though re-
taining certain characteristics of both
these breeds.  They are a tall slender
people,light and agilé as deer; slightly
darker than, thongh much the colour
of Arabs, with thin lip and rather
‘Girecian noses compared with blacks,
but . with woolly beads . like the
true” negroes, Their natures are so
boisterous and warlike, that at Aden
it has been found pecessary to disarm
thein.” [When they first arrived there,
it waginot an unusual sight to see

. the ‘men of different tribes, on the

hill-sides that form the face of the.

“crater,” fighting battles-royal with
their *spears and shields; and even
1o thisiday, they, without their arms,
‘sometities have hot contests, by pelt-
iig oné another with sticks and stones,
There :is scarcely & man of them who
does not show some sears of wounds
recéived in these tormoils, some ap-
arently so deep that it is marvel-
Fous ‘hHow they evér recovered from
- them,
.. 'T'heir costume is very simple. The
men wear a single sheet of long cloth,
eighti-culbiitd, long, threwn over the

shoulder, much after the fashion of
the Scotsman’s plaid. Some shave
their head, leaving it bare; others
wear the -mane of a lion as a wig;
while those who affect the dandy,
allow their hair to grow, and jauntily
place some sticks in it resembling

the Chinaman’s joss-sticks, which, .

when arranging their toilet, they use
as a comb, and all carry as weapons
of defence a spear and shield, a shil-
lelagh, and a lobg two-edged knife,
The women clothe more extensively,
though not much so. Fastening a
cloth tightly round the body imme-
diately- under their arms, they allow

‘it to fall evenly down to the ground,

and effectually cover their legs up.
The married oves encase their hair
in a piece of blue cloth, gathering it
up at the back of the head in the
fashion of English women of- the
present day; this is’'a sign ‘of wed-
lock. The virgios wear theirs loose,
‘plaited in small plaits of three, which,
being parted in the'centre, allows the
bair to fall evenly down all round

.the head like a well-arranged mop.

On approaching one,of these fairs,
they seductively give their heads a
cant backwards, with a halfside-
Jerk, which parts the locks in front,
and discloses a pretty little smiling
face, with teeth as white as pearls
and lips as red asrubies. Pretty as
they are when young, this beauty
fades at once after bearing children,
and all their fair proportions go with
it. After that marked peculiarity
of female negroes, they swell about
the waist, and have that large de-

‘velopment ‘bebind, which, in polite
language, is called steatopyga. Al- .

though - they are Mussulmans, none
wear the yashmac.

In consequence of the poorness of
their land, almost all the. Somalis are
wandering ‘pastorals, which of itself
is enough toaccount for their tur-
bulenf natures. = The system of go-

-vernment they maintain is purely

patrigrchal, and is succeeded to by
order of birth generally in 2 regular

and. orderly manner, attributable, it

would appear, to ‘the reverence they
feel for preserving = their purity of
blood. The head of each clan is
called Gerad or Sultan, who would
be powerless in himself were he not
supported by the united influence of
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all the rbyal family. 'When any dis-
‘turbances: or great disputes arise, the

“sultan ig-consulted, who collects his

elders in parliament to debate the
matter .gver, and, through them,
ascertain the people’s feelings. Petty
disputes ‘are settled by the elders
withoit any further reference, In
most cases war arises from blood-
fends, when 2 member of one clan
killa the subject of another, and will
not pay the recognised valuation of
the party injured, or allow himself
to be given up'to the vengeance of
the family. who has sustained the

loss; - In such cases as these, whole .

tribes voluntarily march out to re-
venge the deed by forcibly taking as
many cattle from the sggressor as
the market valuation may amount
to. Thus a war, once contracted,
does not subside for years, as by re-
peated deaths among the contending
parties the balance of blood-money

- mever can be settled. Moreover, the

inflicted punishment’ seldom falls on
the immediate party concerned;
added to “which, in wars of tribes,
everybody’: helps himself to his
enemy’s cattle in the best way he can,
and men formerly poor now suddenly
become rich, which- gives a zest to
the extension of the contest nothing
else could produce. Indeed, the
poorer orders of Somal are-only too
glad ‘to have a good pretext for a
fight, a8 & means of bettering’ their
condition, by adding & few more head
of cattle to their stock. Were this
not the cage, there would be no fight-
ing whatever, as the sultan would

" be powerless to raise an army against

the inclination of the people. War
only ceases when both sides become
exhausted, and withdraw a3 by mu-
tual consent. The great ohject in
these encounters is to steal away ag
many cattle a3 possible without risk
of person, and such feats are boasted
of with rapture when returning
home with any prize. In the ad-
ministration of ‘justice they consult
the Mosaic law, as . given in the
Koran, taking life for life, and kind
for kind. The northern Somal have
no permanent villages in the interior
of the country, as the ground is not
cultivated ;-"but they scatter about,
constantly moving ‘with their flocks
and herds to any places within thefr

limited districts where water is to be
found, and erect temporary huts of
sticks, covered with grass mats;
or, when favourable, they throw up
loose stone walls like the dykes in
Scotland. But on the sea-coast,
wherever there are harbours for
-shipping, they build permanent vil-
Jages on a very primitive scale.
These are composed of square mat
walls, supported by sticks, and all
huddled together, and partitioned off
for the accommodation of the various
families, near which there are usually
one or more square box-shaped stone
buildings, the property of the chief
of the place, which are designated
forts, though there is nothing in
their artless constroction to deserve
this pame. They are all composed
of blocks of coralline, cemented to-
gether with mortar extracted from
the same material. Like pearly all
places within the tropies, this coun-
try is visited by regular monsoons or
seasops, in which the winds prevail
constantly in one direction; conse-
quently vessels can only come into
the harbours during five months of
the entire year, or from the 15th No-
vember to the 15th April, to trade
with the people ; and then the Somal
bring the products of their country,
guch as sheep, cows, ghee, mats made
by the women':from certain grasses
and the Daum palm, ostrich feathers,
and hides, and settle on the coast ‘to
exchange them in barter with the
outer merchants, such as Arabs snd
men from Cutch, who bring thither
cloths, dates, rice, beads, and iron for
that purpose. - T

Of all the trading places on the

“coast, the most important is' Beérbera.:

it iy, in fact, the great emporium of
Somali land; and we must ocall the
reader’s attention-to it, sineé it forms
the chief point of irterest in these
pages. It i8 on' the same meridian
as Aden, and ‘only divided from
it' by the gulf of that name. < Al-
though it i3 of such great import-
ance; it i3 only inhabited during the
five montbs of the favourablé. mon-
soon, when greaf -caravans come up
from the rich provinces “which lie to
its south and south:west, the prinei-
pal ones being, those from’ Ugahden
and Harar. o :

Having now given a géneral -sketch
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of ‘the country, we shall enter upon -

thé; objects of the expedition. It
was obvious, by the lay of the land,
that the richest and most interesting
part of the country must be that
which ‘lies between the Jub and
‘Webbe Shebéli rivers, and it was the
most accessible to iuspection, as large
and . powerful caravans,- travelling
southwards through Ugabden, much
frequent it. Seeing this, Lieatenant
Button conceived the idea of waiting
until the breaking-up of the Berbera
fait, when the caravaos disperse to
théir homes, to travel by the ordinary
caravan route, throngh the Ugahden
country to the Webbe Shebéli, and
on:to Gananah, to proceed farther by
any - favourable opportunity to the
Zavzibar coast,

It was now, however, early Octo-
ber, and fully five months must elapse

eré we could finally enter oun -our

march. -In the mean time, Lieuten-
.ant. Burton, . desirous ' of becoming
acquainted  as far as possible with
Ahe - habits of - the people we were
destined’ to travel amongst, as well
s83"the-nature .of the.country and the
modes. of travelling in this terra 4n-
icognite, determined ob making an
‘experimental tour to Harar, a place
which had never been entered by any
Buyropean, and was eaid to be inac-
cessible to them. Harar, a3 I havé
8aid -before, sends caravans annually
to-the Berbera fair, and therefore
-comes within the influence of British
power. Taking advantage of this,
Lieutenant- Burton ordered Lieuten-
ant Herne to go to Bgrbera whilst
he was on this expedition, to keep
up; a diversion in his favour, arming
him - with instructions, that in case
he® was detained in Harar by the
Amir of that place, Lieutenant
Herne might defain their caravan.
ag:a ransom for his release.

‘Further, to- obtain mwre - accurate
knowledge concerning the mareh of
the Ugahden caravaos, to gain an in-
gight into the market transactions of
Berbera, and to collect cattle for our
final march, it was deemed advisable
héshould go there. Lieutenant Stro-
ydn, -as soon -a8 he could manage it,

--way also to go to Berbera to assist
him: - Thus everybody had a duty to
perform -during this interregnum but
myself .. B

'

Dreading the monotony of a sta-
tion life, I now volunteered to travel
in any direction my commandant
might think proper to direct, and to
any length of time he might consider
it advisable for me to be away. This
proposition had its effect, as afford-
ing an extra opportunity of obtain-
ing the koowledge we all desired,
and instractions were drawa up for
my guidance. I was to proceed to
Buander Goree, on the Warsingali
frontier, ‘to penetrate the country
southwards .as far as possible, pass-
ing over the maritime hill-range,
and, turning thence westwards, was
to inspeet the Wady Nogal, and
march direct on Berbera, to meet
our brothers Stroyan and Heroe, at
a date not later than the 15th Janu-
ary 1855. Whilst travelling; I was
to remark upon -the watershed of
the country, plot the route I tra-
velled, keep copious- notes on every-
thing I saw, and collect specimens of

"patural history ia .all its branches,

as well ag observe and register all
meteorological ‘phenomens, and buy
camels. and ponies for the great fu.
ture expedition.

Funds for the expenses of this un.

dertaking were not available from
the public purse, as the Government

had stipulated that .the whole sum

they would advance for this great
expedition should not exceed £1000,
and, for security's sake, had decided
on paying it by instalments of £250
at a time. I therefore, desirous to
render as much’ agsistance as* lay
within my power to further the canse
I had embarked upon, volunteered
to advance the necessary sum from
my own private - resources, trusting
to the future for being repaid. -

~ This project settled, I at once set
to work, and commenced layisg in
such stores as were necessary for an
outfit, whilst Lieutenant Burton,
who had been long -resident in Aden,
engaged two men to assist me on
the journey. - The first was a man
named Samater, who ranked highly
in his -country, to be my Abdan or

protector. The duty of abbanship’

18 of the greatest importance, for it

rests entirely on his hodesty whether -

his client can sacceed in doing -any-
thing in the country he takes. him

through. , Arabs, when , travelling
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under their prot'ection, have to ask
bis permission for everything. they
may wish to do, and cannot even
make a march, or purchase anything,
without his sanction being first ob-
tained. The Abban introduces the
pereon under his protection to the
chief of his clap, is answerable for
all outrages committed on the way,
and is the; recognised go-between in
all questions of dispute or barter,
and in every other fashion. The
gecond man was also a Warsingali,®
by pame Abmed, who knew a slight
smattering of Hindustani, and acted
as interpreter between us. I then
engaged two- other men, a Hindu-
stani batler named Imam, and a
Seedi called Farban: this latter
man was a perfect Hercules in sta-
ture, with huge arms and limbs,
knit together with largely developed
ropy-looking muscles. He bad a
large head, with small eyes, flabby
squat nose, and prominent muzzle
filled with sharp-pointed teeth, in
imitation of a erocodile. He had been
tried in warfare, and was proved val-
orous and cunning . in the art, and

.promised to be a very efficient guard

for me. The next thing of most im-
portance to be considered was the
dress I should wear, I first consulted

the Colonel (Outram), who said he

was -averse to our going in disguise,
thinking ‘that lowering ourselves in
this manner would operate against
me in the estimation of the natives,
But this.! did not suit Lieutenant
Barton’s. plans, who, not wishing to
be conspituous whilst travelling to
Harar, détermined on going there
disguised a8 an Arab merchant, and
thought it better we should appear as
his disciples, in accordance with which
Lieutenant Herne had already pur-
chased his dress, and now I bought
mine, It was apything but pleasant
to the feel. ' I had a huge hot tur-
bay, a long closefitting gown, baggy
loose drawers, drawn in at the an-
kles, sandals on my naked feet, and
gilk girdle decorated with pistol
and dirk, As an outfit -for this
especial journey, I bought at Aden
£120 worth of miscellaneous articles,
consisting chiefly of Xnglish .and

American sheeting, some coarse fa- ~
brics of indigo-dyed Indian mapu-
facture; several sacks of dates and
rice, and a large quaptity of salt,
with a few ‘coloured stuffs of greater
value than the other cloths, to give
away as presents to the native chiefs,
Asg defensible and other useful im-
plements for the scientific portion of
the expedition, I took rifles, guns,
muskets, pistols, sabres, ammunition,
in great quantity, large commodious
camel-boxes for carrying specimens
of natural history, one sextant and
artificial borizon, three boiling-point
and common atmospberic thermo-
meters, and one primitive kind of
camera obscura, which I had made
at Aden under the ingenious super-
vision of Lieutenant Herne. The
whole was ready by the 18th October
1854, when I embarked in an Arab
vessel, attired in my oriental cos- -
tume, with my retinue and kit com-
plete, and set sail that same evening
at 6 P ) '

The voyage, owing to light and
varying breezes, was very slow and
tedious. Instead of performing the
whole voyage in three days, the or-
dinary time, it took us nine. Ac-
cording to the method of Arab navi-
gation, instead of going from port to
port direct, we first tracked eastward
along the Arabian shore three sue-
cessive days, setting sail at sunrise,
and anchoring regularly at sundown.
By this time we were supposed to be
opposite Bunder Heigs, on the Somali
coast, -.and the Nahkuda (captain)
thought it time for crossing over the
Gulf. . We therefore put out fo sea
at sunrise on the morning of the 21st,
and arrived the same evening, by
mistake, assisted with a stiffish -east-
erly breeze, at a small place called
Reakudab, which, " by -report, con-
tained a small fort, three mat huts,
and many burnt ones, 8 little to the
westward of Bunder Heis. My Ab-
ban accounted for.the destruction of
this place by saying it bad been oc-
cupied surreptitiously -for a Jlong
period by a people called Rer Dud,
who sprang from & man called Sam-
bur-bin-Ishak; but about four years
ago, the Musa Abokr—a sub-tribe of

* Thig proved a éljeat mistake. By having both men of the same tribe for my
éntire dependence, they invariably acted in concert against me like twa brothers.
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‘the‘; Habr Teljala, who were the for- stronger, and by this means we ar-
mer and rightfal owners of the place, rived at our destination at sundown
paddenly returped, took the usurp- on the 27th of October. I had now
€rg’by surprise, and drove them off seen the Somali shore, and must con-

- by setting fire-to the village. The fess I was much disappointed. All

~ next day, by hard work, tacking up that was visible, besides the village
the'wind, which still continued east- mentioned, was a sandy tract of
erly, we succeeded in reaching Bun- ground, the maritime plain, .which
der: Heis, which, like the last place, extended in breadth from the sea-
was occupied by the Musa Abokr. shore to some brown-looking hills in
There were four small craft Iying the background, from a few hundred
here, waiting for cargoes, under lee yards to one or two miles distant.
of ‘a spur of low hills which consti- *And hills and plains—for I couid, by
tated the barbour; in which, for- my close approximation to them, only

_ tunately, there was very good fishing see the brown folds of the hills near
to"be obtained. We were detained the base—were alike almost destitute
bere by adverse and light winds two of any vegetation; whilst not one
days, during which time I went on animal or any other living creature

-shore and paid wy respects to the could be-seen.

Agil (chief) of the place, who lived . 28th Octeber.—The Abban would
in o small box-shaped stone fort, on notallow anybody to go on shore
the‘west flank of the village of Heis, until certain parties came off to wel-
which 'was very swall, composed, as come us, and invite us to land, such
usttal, ‘of -aquare mat huts; all- buils being the etiquette of the country
together, ‘and -occupied .only by a few when any big-wigs: arrive. After
wointen, - who made mats, collected the sun rose we were duly honoured

guams, and ‘stored’ the produce of the by the arrival of many - half-naked

intérior; ag -sheép, cows, and ghee, dignitaries; who tenderly inquired

i eir men- constantly brought after the state of our health, the

o' ‘them, for 'shipping’ off to prosperity or otherwise of our voy-.

Avabia..'The "Agil's reception was age, the-purpose of our coming there,

‘me; everything at his disposal, and ing matters. Then again they were
gave’'ad an honorary present a Dumba . questioned by our people as to the state
sheép ‘and a bowl of sour camels of the country, whether in peace or

wilk, which' I thought at the time war; how and where the Sultan Gerad -

the* 'most - delicious thing I ever Mahamed Ali was residing ; if rain had
‘drdnk ; it is sharp and rough, like lately fallen, and where; if the cat-’
labourers’ cider, and, drupk.in the tle were well in milk;—to which it
heat of the day, is most refreshing. was responded that everything was
When first taken, and until the sto- in the most promising -order ; the
mach’ becomes accustomed: do it, it cattle were floarishing 'in the hills,
operates like medicine, aud I on this where rain had lately fallen, about
Gécasion was fairly taken in. - The twenty miles distant from that place
fish we caught were not very-good, and the Sultan,” with: all the royal
but comical in appearance, and of a family,* were there; revelling on milk,
great- vatriety of the most: beautiful under the shade of favouring irees, or
prisimatic colours; changing in tint reposedly basking in the warm morn-
ag different lights and shades struck ingsun. The height of Somali bligs!:!
‘upon’ them. o The order “was now given to go
- We left Heis on the 25th, with very ashore, and- we all moved off to &
light “and unfavourable winds, and fort which’ the Abban said was his
tracked along shore to the eastward, own property, in Goreeaf (little Bun-
’mﬁking'VeryTittle‘way. The weather der Goree), three: miles-to. the- west-
continuing the same, on the 26th I ward of Bunder Goree. There were
foreed ‘the Nahkidda, much against two of these litfle forts near, and a
‘His *will, on-at night, as during- the small collection of mat huts, like those
darker hours the winds were much already described, and -of the same

* # The Sultan has four sons.

very ‘warm and polite; be offered and a variety of other such interest- -
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material as all Somali forts and hats.
The kit was now brought across, and
placed within the fort I occupied, all
except the salt, which afterwards
proved a bone of contention between
me and the .Abban, and the Sultan
was at once sent for. No one could
move g yard inland, or purchase any-
thing, withont his sanction being firat
obtained. Although Gerad Mahamed
Ali was living only twenty miles dis-
tant from Goreeat, it was not until re-
peated messages had been sent to bim,
aod eleven days bad elapsed, that he
answered the summons by his pre-
gence. In the meanwhile, having no-
thing better to do during this tedious
interval, asino people would bring cat-
tle or apything for sale, I took walks
about the “plain, 'shooting, and killed
a new variety of gazelle, called by
the Somali Déra* and Salt’s ante-
lopes,. here: called Sagaro, which for-
tunately were very abundant, though
rather wild; catching fish, drawing
with the camera, bathing in the sea,
luxuriating on milk, dates, and rice,
or talking and gossipping with the
patives. On one occasion my, inter-
preter came to me with a mysterious
air, and whispered in my ear that he
knew of some hidden treasures of
vast amount, which had been buried
pot far off; under, rocky ground, in
gsuch a way that nobody had been

. able to dig them up, and he wished

that I, being an Epglishman, and
consequently knowing secret arts, as
well as hikmat (scientific dodges),
would direct how to search for these
treasures. By inquiring further into
the matter, it appeared that an old
man, a miser, who had been hoard-
ing sl hig life, was suddenly taken
ill about forty years ago, and feared
he would idie; seeing this, his rela-
tives assembled around him to ask
his blessing ; and the old man, then
fearing all his worldly exertions
would énd to no good purpose, asked
them to draw pear tbat he might
tell them where his riches were hid-
den, but even then he would not dis-
close the secret, until he was in the
last dying' gasp, when he said, “ Go
to a pathway lying between two trees,
‘and stretch out a walking-stick. to

the full length of your arm, and the
place where the end of your wand’
touches is that in which my treasures
are hidden,” The wretched man then

gave up the ghost, and his family -

commenced the search; but though
they toiled hard for many days and
weeks, turning up the stones in every
direction, they pever succeeded in
finding the treasure, and had now
given up the search in despair. The
fact was, they omitted to ask their
parent on which side of the path it
was concealed, and hence their dis-

-comfitare. At my request the said

family came to me, corroborated the
statements of the isterpreter, and
begged imploringly I would direct
them how to search for the money;
saying at the same time they would
work again, if I thought it of any
use; and, moreover, they would give
me half if the search proved success-

ful. I lent them some HEnglish pick-

axes, and went to see the plice,
which certainly showed traces ~of
very severe exertions; but the strong
nature of the soil was too much for
them, even whenr armed with tools,
unless they were fortunate enough to
hit upon the exact spot, which they
did not, and therefore toiled in vain
again, .

The Warsangalis complained to.-me
gadly of their decline in power since
the English bad interfered in their
fights with the Habr Teljala, which
took place pear Aden about seven
years;ago, and had deprived them. of
their vessels for creating a disturb-
ance, which interfered with.the ordi-
pary routine of traffic. They said on
that occasion they had not only
beaten the Habr Teljala, but bad
seized one of their vessels; and that
prior to this rupture they had enjoyed
paramount superiority over all the
tribés of the Somal; but now they
were forbidden to transport soldiers
or make reprisals on the sea, every
tribe was on an equality with them.

They further spoke of the decline
of their tribe’'s morals, gince the fime
when the English tock possession of
Aden, and” brought in civilisation
with it. This they in most part
attributed to our weak mannér in

* This gazelle is slightly different from the Dorcas, and, I believe, has inever

oen obtained before,

e
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prosecuting crime, by requiring too
sccurate evidence before inflicting
punishment; saying many a dis-
thopest person escaped the vengeance

: ofilaw, from the simple fact of there

“being no eyewitnesses to his crime,
although there existed such strong
presnmptive evidence as to render

. the accusation proved. When speak-

ing agaiost our laws, and their in-
sufficiency to -carry out all govern-
mental points with a strong and
spirited hand, they never forget to
labd ‘their own Saltan’s despotic
powers and equity in justice. Of
-course, no mortal man was like Ma-
hamed Ali. In leading them to war
‘he was like the English French,* and
in’ settling disputes he required mno

writing. office, but, sitting on the:
woolsack, he listened to the narration’

of prosecution and defence with his
‘héhd buried in-his -hands, and never
utlering a word -until the trial was
" -oyer, and then gave his final decision
ity one word ‘only, without comment
‘ofvany sort, - In confirmation of their
statements, they' gave the description

" cofvai recent trial, when a boy was ac-

“cuged ‘of having attempted to steal
‘gome-rice‘from a granary; the lad
thid put'bis band. through a chink in
the door of it, and had succeeded in
‘getting one finger, up to.the second
joint, in the grain; ‘this, during the
#ttjal, he frankly acknowledged hav-
ing -done, and the Sultan appointed
‘that much of his finger exactly to be
‘ent off, and no more—punishing the
“deed exactly according to its deserts.
This, to Somali notions, seemed a
‘punetilionsness in strict equity of ju-
‘digial administration, which nothing
could excel, and they “bragged of it
‘accordingly.

* :Becoming dreadfully impatient at
go:much loss of precious time whilst
‘waiting here, -unable to prepare ia
any way for the journey, I sent re-
‘peated messages to the Sultan, de-
manding bhis immediate attendance ;
‘but it was not uptil the 6th of No-
»veinber I heard definite]ly of his ap-
-proach, and then it was that he was
“eoming down the hill.

7 1On the 7th he came with a host of -

.
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Agils to Buoder Goree, and put up
in a Nahkuda's hut. This indignity
he was obliged to submit to, as he
had not cautioned the merchants who
occupied his forts of his intended
approach, and now no one would
turn out for him. Finding him so
near me, I longed to walk over to
him, and settle matters personally at
once ; but dignity forbade it; and as

‘he had come with such cautious tre-

pidation, I feared any over-hastiness
might frighten him away again. He
seemed to observe the same pupctili-
ousness towards me, so 1 eplit the
difference by " sending an embasey
by my Abban, assisted with other
powerful Agils, early the following
morning,
and my intentions of travelling were
fully discussed in open court. Fora
long time the elders on the Sultan's
ride were highly adverse to my see-
ing: their country, .considering no
good could possibly arise from it,
and much barm might follow — X
might covet their country, and event-
ually take it from them, whereas
they could gain nothing., Hearing
this, the Abban waxed very wroth,

and - indignantly retorted he would”

never allow .such a slur to be. cast
upon his honour, or the office which
he held. He argned he had come
there as my adviser and Abban ; his
parentage was of such high order,
his patriotism could not be doubted.
Had be pot fought battles by théir
side, of which his scars bore living
testimony ? and now they wished to
stigmatise himr a3 a traitor to his
country. The Sultan must decide it.
How could jungle folk like them
know anything of the Hnglish and
their intentions? The Sultan -list-
ened silently during this discourse,
whieh, though written in a few lines,
took many hours of hot debating,
by their turning and turning every
little particalar over and- over again ;
and finally decided it in his usual
curt and conclusive manner, by say-
ing, “The Warsingali' were on the
most friendly and amicdable relations
with the English; and sg he was de-
sirous of - maintaining it, he would

- -7 Tn talking of white men or Europeans, the Somul always say English Fr’ench;

:those two branches of the European community being all they are acquainted

with,

when they held darbar, -
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give me:leave fo travel anywhere I
liked within his domioions, and to
gee and ‘examine anything I chose.
But out of fear for the consequences,
a8 the English would hold bim an-.
swerable ‘shonld any. disasters befall
me, be could not sanction my cross-
ing over his frontier in apy direction,
and more especially into the Dulba-
hanta cquntry, where wars were rag-
iog, apd the country so upsafe that
even Warsingalis dare pot venture
there.” This announcement was
brought back in high exultation by
Samater, who thooght his snccess
cowplete, and at- the same time an-
nounced to me the Sultan’s intention
of honouring me with a visit in the
evening, which was duly done,

He came a little before sunset,
marching in martial order in the cen-

tre of a double line of men sloping-

their spears. in bristling array over
their“shoulders, all keeping step in
slow marching order, evidently got
up in imitation of our soldiers. - Not
a word was spoken, and the deepest
solemnity prevailed.. On his “arrival
in front:-iof the fort, I drew up my
men, and: fired a salute to give him
welcome.: This was done in right
good earsest, by every man cram-
ming hig gun with powder, to excel
his neighbour in a loud report, to
show the superiority of his weapon;
for such is the black man's notions
of excellence in a fowling-piece. The
march concluded, the Saltan, with
his followers all huddled together
and squatted on the ground out-
side the second fort, deeply agi-
tated, and not knowing what to
do, they evidently dreading what
might follow. To dissipate their
fears, I approached his royalty,
salasmed, and tried to beguile the
time by engaging them in conversa-
tion. Finding this had rather the
opposite- effect, I then retired, and
goon found them all intently wrap-
ped up in prayer, prostrating and
rising by turns, with uplifted hands,
and mauttering for hours together
withoutscessation. I then ordered a
regal repast to be served them of
rice swWimming in ghee, and dates
ad libitum. This, notwithstanding
their alarm, was despatched with the
most marvellous rapacity, to such an
alarming extent, that I required to
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know how many men were engaged
in eating it. The Abban replied
there were only a few: he would not
allow many to come over here out of
a spirit of economy, knowing I had
not much property. to epare, though
all had wished to come, and were
greatly disappointed. But these men,
a8 is usual amongst Somal, had pre-
pared themselves for a feast by seve-
ral days’ previous fasting, and each
man would, if I allowed it, swallow
at one meal ags much as a sheep's
skin could cootain, - As a gun is
known by the loudness of its report,
and ability to stand a large discharge
of powder, to be of good quality, so
is a man's power gauged by his ca-
pacity of devouring food ; 1t is con-
sidered a feat of superiorily to sor-
pass another in grubbing, I bave
geen 8 Somali wyself, when balf
starved by long fasting, and his
stomach drawn - in, sit down to a
large skinful of milk, and drink away
without drawing bredath until it was
quite empty, and it was eacy to ob-
serve his stomach swelling out in
exact proportion as the ekin “of
liquor decreased. They are perfect
dogs in this fashion. I may bere add,
that although the Abban in this
speech seeined to show so much con-
sideration for my property, by seve-
ral recent tricks of his I entertained
much suspicion of his honesty ; and
this little address, though uttered
plausibly, was too common and tran-
gparent a trick in the East to beguile
me, All Orientals have a proverbial
habit of saving their master's pro-
perty to leave greater pickings for
themselves, and such I considered
was Samater's dodge now. '
8th November.——This morning the
Sultan, having now recovered, came
to return to my salaam of the previous
evening, ‘when I opened to him the
purport of my expedition in -minute
detail. He listened very attentively
and politely, but af the conclusion re-
peated the words I had already heard ;
adding that the Dulbabantas had in-
testine wars; they had been fighting
many years, and were pow in hot
strife, - dividing tbe government of
their country.  Not many days since
a report had arrived that the southern
portion of them, who occupied the
countries about 100 miles due south

’
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of i Bunder Heis, had had a fight with
the northern ones, who were living on
the ' same meridian, immediately to
théir northward, and had succeeded
in eapturing 2000 horses, 400 camels,
a great number of sheep and goats,
and had wounded one man. severely :
it was therefore impossible I could go
from the one division to the other, or
I should be treated as an enemy;
and that was the only line on which
water could be found duaring this, the
dry.sesnson. Had I come here during
the: monsoon, I might have travelled
. directly in a diagonal line, from the
south of the mountain-range to the
rear of this place, into their, the
southerners’, country, which was the
older branch, and was now governed
by the hereditary and rightful chief,
Gerad Mahamed Ali, who was on the

most friendly terms with. the Warsio- .

" galis, and who, being an old chief, and
well respected by his adherent sab-
Jocts, might have granted me a hos-
pitable reception. On the other hand,
the northern Dulbahantas, who were
also friendly with the Warsingalis,
wereunder no control : the Gerad,
by pame Mahamed Ali, was recently
installed in government; and was con-
sequently . very little respected. He
(thé " Warsingali chief) could not,
therefore, give his sanction’ to my
‘going amongst them, by which my
life; would be endangered, aod he, for
permitting it, would be held respon-
siblé by the English. No arguments
of mine would change the decision
of this inflexible chief; I therefore
changed the subject by asking him
to assist me in procuring camels, by
which I might go into the interior,
and:feel my ‘way heréafter. This he
-readily assented to, and begged per-
mission to return to Bunger Goree
-to give the necessary orders to his
subjects. His escort then demanded’
a cloth a-piece from me, to be given
them for their trouble in coming over
heré'; arguing that, had I not re-
quired the Saltan’s attendance, they
would not have had to come;—a
plausible, but truly Somali notion of
Justice ; they knew their proper mas-
ter would give them nothing for com-
ing:fo support his dignity, but thought
X might be softer, -
... W0th.—The Sultan, not able to
do business . hurriedly with his rab-

ble subjects, did not appear. again

until this morning, and then, instead

of proceeding at oncé to-work, hinted
he shopld like to have the presents
I bad brought from Aden for him, as
the best method of showing our feel-
ings to oue another.  This was not
so easily concluded. I portioned out
the things that were intended for
him, and wished he would take them
at once away and clear the room,
thioking, in my inexperience of sa.
vages, I had ouly to give, and it
would be received with a hearty
Bism TUllah; but I was soon unde-
ceived ; the things were taken with
a grant of discontentment ; all looked
over one by one. If a cloth was
soiled, it must be changed; and then
the measurements began—frst, by
the Sunltan trying.the length of his
forearm against everybody’s in the
room, and then by measuring every
cloth by tarn, and remeasuring them
again for fear of mistake; then they
were divided into lots, to be disposed
of to his wives, and children, and
Agilsye and servants, and, of course,
found insnfficient to meet everybody’s
expectations, and I must give more.
Tedions hours passed in ‘this.way;
as a final petition, the Sultan said I
must give him for himself a gun and
my silk tarban, as I had given up
wearing aoything on my head, and
did noy require it: these were,, after

a certain amonot of haggling, given,’

on condition that the Sultan would
exert himself a little more energeti-
cally on'my account. The way he
handled the musket was very amus-
ing : he had never had one in his
hiands before, and could not get it to
sit against his shoulder; and when
his people placed it for him, he per-
sisted in always cocking the wrong
eye, which tickled Farhan's fancy so
much, that he burst into loud roars
of laughter. Nevertheless, the Sultan
took things quietly, and would not

allow himself to be-discomposed, but

coolly said the gun would .be of no
use unless I gave him some powder
to feed it with, This last straw
broke the camel’s back; all things
must have an end, and I promised I
would give him some afier he pro-
cured enough camels for my wants,
but’ not before. This settled the
matter, and he walked off, witk all
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the things I had, given him, as sulkily
a8 if he bad been injured.

Camels were then brought for sale,
and purchasing commenced. When
the Sultan was present, he had to de-
termive if the prices asked by the
sellers were reasonable or not, and
took for his office as mediator a tithe*
on all purchases; but in his absence,

Agils were appointed to officiate on *

the same conditions, This system of
robbing,: I was assured, was the cos-
tom of the country, and if T wanted
to buy.at all, I must abide by it
Cloth was at a great discount on the
coast, for the men there had, by their
dealings with Aden, become accus-
tomed to handle dollars, and were in
consequence ingpired with that supe-
rior inpate love for the precious metal
over all other matérials, with which all
men, and especially those newly ac-
quainted with it, become unaccount-
ably possessed: No ove would be-
lieve that my boxes could be made

for any other purpose than for lock-

ing up money; and I was obliged
to leave them open to inspection bs-
fore they would sell anything for
cloth.t - ’ '
The Sultan lived at Bunder Goree,
and seldom showed himself, promis-
ing to come to me every day, without
the Jeast intention of doing so; and
only at last, after threé days’ ab-
sence, when I threatened to invade
his' dwelling, did he appear, bringing
several camels with himy of these I
purchased some good ones, and sent
the rest away : this was the 15th
Novembér. He then returned home
again, and promised faithfully he
would bring on the morrow a suffi-
cient number of camels to carry all
my kit. : :
16th.—For the first time the Sul-
tan kept his promise by returning,
bat the animals he brought were
weak atid useless, and I could plainly
see I was being trifled with, and de-
tained here for the mere purpose of
being robbed in an indirect manner,
so that no accusation could be laid

against any ose. Nothing, I may say
in all my experiences, vexes the mind
so much as feeling one’s-self injured
in & way that cannot be prevented
or avenged. Some might take such
matters quietly, but I confess I could

not. Indeed, I stormed and expos-

talated with the Sultan until he
agreed to assist me in & move. I
bad  now eleven camels, and wanted
some five more, but thought it better
not to wait; for as long as I re-
mained in a comfortable dwelling,
I knew my men would not exert
themselves. = That day, then, packing
up what I most required, I started
for DBunder Goree, and wunloaded,
after a three miles’ march, at an old
well in rear of the village, select-
ing as ap encamping - ground the"
least comfortable place I counld find,
and not allowing the tent to be
pitched, .though the sun - heat was
112 degrees, and the sand was blowing
in perfect clouds. Some days previ-
ously to my leaving Goreeat, Sama-
ter induced me to give him twenty
rupees to hire donkeys for conveying
the heavier things over the hills, and
repeatedly assured me he had got
them, but they never came ; and Bow
I asked him to refurn the money, as
I had brought it with me as & re.
serve fund, to provide against any
possible difficulty, and not to be
parted with for apy ordinary pur-
pose. This commenced a series of
rows between Samater and myself:
be had made away with the money,

“snd could not produce it. - The salt

also was never forthcoming.

17th.~1I could pot succeed in mak-
ing up my complement of camels,
The Sultan said he and his men must
be fed before they could do work, and
sat upon -the date-bags so resolutely
I was fain to open them that some
business might -be done. After feast-
ing they all dispersed, under pretén-
gions of bringing other camels, and I
went into the town to - inspect the
place. There were five small forts,
occupied by merchants, of whom one

# The system of tithe-gathering, as well as their other laws, the Somal, as
Mussulmans, take from the books of Moses,

t+ It may appear strange that these men would not aceept anything from me
in payment, exeept such thipgs as they were accustomed to; and many of the
pretty baubles which I brought from Caleutta, and considered would allure
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" them by their beauty, proved of no use here as a medium of exchange,
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_ poisehunting for oil.

v
was a Hindi from Cutch, and a large Goree, saying, as they went away, we
collections of mat huts, mostly occu- might expect them at the next en-
pied by women. Instead of finding camping-ground as soon even as we
a harbour (Bunder), as the name of could get there with the camels. A
the village implied, the shore was & little after sunset, some interesting
gradual - shelving - open roadstead, in rock - pigeons — very similar to the
which. two buggaloes were lying at Indian painted bird, which I found
anchor, waiting for.cargoes, and four there frequenting ground much of the
small - sailing-boats were preparing, same nature —lit at some pools in
with harpoon and tackle, to go por- the bed of the ravine, and enabled
, me to shoot and stuff several of
18th. — Having made everybody them. . ,
a3 uncomfortable as I could wish, 19th—We got under-way in the
gitting in the sandy open plain, early morning, and eommenced as-
all the men were equally desirous cending the same ravine, when a
with /myself for a move on the jour- messenger from the Sultan arrived,
ut- atill - I was five camels and desired we would stop until he
nd gaw no- hopes of getting came. We had scarcely accomplished
them:’ The plan. then settled was to two miles, and the morning was yet
athwards half - way up the young: and cool, and I strove with

hill, Jeaving the few things still in every effort in my *power to induce’

the fort 'as they were, until I arrived the men to go a little further forward,

,therqj. and conld send the apimals I but without the slightest effect ; they

king with me back., Having. were as obstinate as mules, and just
now i degired 'the Sultan, Semater, as unrnly. This was a fair specimen

and Farhan, to return to Goreeat, of Somali travelling; any pretext to’
and. leave. the rear:property in safe save the trouble of moving is ac-.

-fvith the fort-keeper, I com- counted too precious to be lost, The
the. march acroas the mari- ground bere was a little more wooded ;
‘plajn.with. - Ahmed, Imam, a tall slender trees, with thick green
; of. . Somsali camel-tenders foliage, grew in the bed of the ravine,
armed. with_spear and bow, apd the- in which there were some occasional
Saltan’s: youngest- son, Abdullah, to: pools of stagnant rain-water, and the

custod;

- direct :the. way . until his father and- brown rocky bill-sides were decorated

the other. .two should arrive, which with budding bush-acacias, which

. they -promised they. would do by the afforded a good repast for the weary

evening,  The track: first led us camels, whose journey over the boul-
.aerogs the-maritime plain, here abouts ders must have -been very fatiguing
two imiles broad, and composed of to them. .

sand ‘overlying limestone, with boul-  20th.—As the Sultan did not ar-

ders in the dry shallow water-conrses, rive, and the young prince would not.

and with no. vegetable life. save a few allow my men te load, I ordered the
scrubsacdciag, - This traversed, wenow. interpreter and Imam fo remain
wourd aleng & deep ravinecalled Duk- where they were, whilst I returned
tura, lying between the lower spurs to Bunder Goree to see what was
of the ‘mountain - range, and com- the matter, and on no account were
menced a slight ascent up its crack-. they to issue any grab until I came
ed, nneven passege, until mo refiched back again. As soon as'l hdd gone

* & halting - place ecalled Iskodubuk, two or three miles, T found the young

about five miles” from- Bunder Goree, prince and all the camel-men hasten-

wheri, the camels were so fatigned by ing after me, and entreating me to.
travelling over - boulders, that we were return ; they said the Sultan was on-

ebliged to nnload and stop there for his way, and would arrive in camp

the day. - The Sultan and Abban now in the evening, I complied, con-

overtook us to say the -rear.things ditionally that they were to march in

" were,in safe custody in ‘the fort, and, the morning whether he came or not.

..ipstructions with the young - Once again in camp, I had my food
Abdullsh about the road we - prepared, and sat savagely watching
illow on the morrow, retired the effect its odour had wupon my
olens back again: to Bunder starving men, who, fearing = they

Teayin
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would get none, formed in a body,
and came petitioning me to forgive
them, as they consented to do my

25th.—8till ‘nobody came. I now
despatched the interpreter on the
same ‘mission, and was left alone with

bidding for ever after. They were the young prince and two or three

then fed.

21st.—After loading in the morn-
ing, with a great deal of beating and
thumping, all the camels, save two or
three weakly ones, were whipped up
a winding steep ridge, one of the but-
tresses of the mountain, to an en-
camping-ground, six miles further on,
called Adhai. Here we were at the
first rélieving station, and, for the
first and last time during the whole
journey, I pitched the tent. The
higher we ascended the hill the more
abundarnt became the wooding, and
green grass for the first time was
visible amongst the stones. . This
freshness. was attributed to a recent
fall of rain. Altitude, by boiling
thermometer, 4577 feet.

22d.—1 sent all the freshest camels
off to Goreeat for the remaining pro-
perty, with orders that everybody
should return on the following day.
At this height the temperature of the

‘air was very delightfil, the mean at-
noon being only 79° dnd" I spent:
the whole day specimen . hunting ;-

the rocks were full of fossil shells. ~ 1
killed a new snake or variety -.of
Psammophis sibilans, and shot an
interesting little antelope, Oreotragus
saltatriz, the “ klip springer " of the
Cape colonist, as well ag hyraxes and:
various small birds, which we duly
preserved. My collections in' this:
country were sfent to the Asiatic
Society’s Museum, Caleutta; =and
have been deseribed :in their journals
by Mr. E: Blyth, the Curator.

93d and 24th. — Passed without
anybody ‘appearing, and I was be-
coming -much slarmed at repeated
stories 1'heard of the Abban’s dis-
honesty. *; It then transpired that
Semater “wag heavily in debt, and

one of hig principal creditors was at-

Bunder @oree detaining him there.
A. pony had been hired for my riding,"
and on this animal I-wished to send
Imam back, to find out the truth of
everything, and to return to me the-
following day ; but the wicked young
prince -got wind of my intention, and
bad the pony driven away, so that
the unfortunate Hindustani -bkad to~
walk,

camel-drivers> After a.little while
bad elapsed, a number - of savage hun-
-gry-looking men came up the hill and
sett}ed' themselves in my encamp-
ment, squatting on . the date-bags and
clamouring for food. The prince and
camel-drivers joined them, and be-

came so importunate, I wes obliged

to rebuke them with angry demon-

stration. No sooner did they see

me vexed than they began bovering

tauntingly around me, jeering and -
vociferating in savage delight at the
impunity they enjoyed in . irritating

me when all alone and Ipless.

However, I*stood by the 'grub with

my gun, and prevented anybedy

coming near me.- The prince ‘and

camel-men now seeing me determined

and no farther discomposed by their |
manceuvres, came supplicating for
their daily rations. I gave it them
at once, but could not satisfy them ;
they must have some more for all
their brothers, or they would strike
work, This stirred my blood ; I took
back what I had given, and resolutely
-declined ‘to be passively: cajoled. out
of -anything; let bappen what may.
They saw- I:was: determined not to
submiit to them, and suddenly, as if
the same thought struck every one of
them at the same instant, they dashed
down the hilly fiying . over the bushes
and ' stones 'in their way, with yells
and shouts, and, seizing' a' goat from
a neighbouring flock, killed and quar-
tered it:without & moment’s - hesita-
tion.. At this juncture, just as the
robbed shepherd came crying to me
for the price of the goat, Jmam ar-
rived from Goreeat, and tried to-
reason with him that it was no busi-
ness of mine, and I could not be-ex-
pected to payit. The injured man
then swore he would ‘have justice
done him at the Sultan’s hands; and
all yelled again ‘for ‘datesi and rice.

As they could not get: it, the young-
prinee, ever full of boyish: tricks, now .
seized up & mpssack (water-skin), and

said I should have no more water

until Lcomplied with their demands.

The others, following his example,

picked upas many more as they could
find, and left but  one mussack re~
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maining. This one I immediately he could not undo what the Eoglish
captared, and requested Imam to fil had dope in Aden, but said if I
from ‘& spring farther down the hill ; wished he would send for Samater
but-the men, thus far outdone, rather and rebuke him in my presence. I
than allow it, said they would kill replied I thought he could not get
him if he dared attempt to gonow. Samater to leave Bunder Goree, or
As Iram showed alarm at their wild he shonld have done so ere this.
threats, I took the water-skin myself This touched his pride, and he raised
and walked off to fill it, upon which his body indignantly, and said, “If
the #avages threw themselves out I command, he must obey.” * Then,
in line, flourishing their spears and - for goodness’ sake,” ssid I, order
bows; and declared they would kill him with all—all my things at once,
me if I persisted in going. OnI and lose no more time.”

went; however, and had just passed  The following day they all arrived,
through their line, when the Sultan’s and Semater with them, riding on a
cldest son, Mohamed Aul, fortunately pony. I felt much incensed as the
arrived, and rebuked them, together Abban came cringing up to me, end
with:his brother, for allowing me 'to roclaimed him in presence of the
be illtreated.  Finding Mohamed }S)ultan and all my men & traitor and
Aul’vefy reasonable and obliging, 1 robber, mentioning all his villanies
begged him to send Abdullah’ sway in detsil, and begging he would leave
a8 o nuisance, for I could never per- my camp at onece, for I could nob
mithim to eat any more salt of mine.* travel with him. He appeared very
- Imaw: now disclosed to me the re- humble, and denied . flatly all the
gultrof his investigatipos. at Goreeat accusations I brought against him.
and Bunder . Goree. The Abban, as Upon this I begged the Saltap, flat-
I had heard before, was detained tering - him with his great renown
there- by a-creditor to-whom he had for administering jostice, that he
contracted debts in Aden, and now, would do me justice as his guest.
in pert liquidation of them, he had He said he was willing to do any-
given away all my salt, the twenty thing for me, if I would direct the
fupees: he: - took. for hiring donkeys, way in which I wished him to pro-
several pieces of cloth, and ‘he had ceed. He did not understand' the
chapged my good rice for bad ; and English law, and I must submit to
knowing Farhan to be, cognisant of Somali methods. This was agreed

#ll *his. villanies, had tried by bribes - to, and we all assembled in my tent, .

tb induce him to desert. The Soltan and arrapged the court as follows:
now arrived, and éxcused his lopg —1 sat at the gableend of the tent
abseice, saying that he bad lost with Imam, Abmed, and Farban,
the. time in fruitless endeavours to. with Samater facing us. The Sultan
indoce Samater to come with him. mounted on the bales of cloth, and
He said he had been remonstrating all his retainers and princes, and my
with Samater, and thought him very camel-drivers, sat in a group on the
calpable in not obeying me. Hoping ground at his feet. -

the Sultan was earnest in what he —In opening the proceedings of the
gaid, I now told him .of all I had prosecution, 1 first said to Samater—

geen and heard aboub Samater, and  P. Speke— ‘¢ Where is the salt

begged he would assist me in sendiog which you confess came with us to .

hith back to Aden, for no-reliance Goreeat, and which you have told
could possibly be placed on a man. me daily you would give me: but as

who had proved himself so dishonest yet, though everything, you say, is in

and unprineipled as he was. The the camp, it has not an_-ived?” L
interpreter also thought this would  D. Samater—¢ 1 did not bring it
be:a good plan, and advised my em- because it wag so heavy, and thought
ploying the Sultan’s brother Hasan in you would not want it.”’ )

* big stead. However, the Sultan said  P.—%Then why did you not land

; Nimhck Haram,” in Hindustani, ox faithless to the salt, is & general idiomatic
expression in the East. )
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it at:Goreeat, and give it me there,
or even buy it at all at Aden, if it wag
of nouse 2 -

D% Because the Nahkuda took
it to Bunder Goree.”

. Affer a few more questions and
answers, and the subject wag exhaust-
¢d, the Sultan (Judge) who had been
gitting in silence with his head buried
in his hands, now gave & grunt and
motioned us to continue.

P.—“Where dre the bales of cloth
which by my account and Imam’s are
missing ?” )

D.—«1 did not tale them ; some-
body else must have.”

P.—%They were in your charge,
and you are snswerable for them;
besides which, Farban here knows

‘you gave them away.”

Judge—* Ahem 1" and the pro-
secution continued.

P.—*Where are the twenty rupees
I gave you for hiring donkeys, and
which I particularly ordered should
not be expended for any other pur-
pose M

Samater, putting big hand fixedly
in his breast, said, “1've got them;
they'are all right. I will give them
to yon presently.” :

Speke. —“ No! give them to me
now { I want them this instant.”

Samater, confused, and fambling at
his pocket, much to the delight of
all the court, who burst with laugh-
ter, said, * No! I've left them at
home in Bunder Goree, and will give
them by-and-by.”

Judge.—~** Ahem!” and the .prose-
cution continued.

P.—Why did you change my
good rice for bad?” (opening and
showing the contents of the nearest

sack).

D.—«1 thought it would not sig-
nify : bad rice is good enough for the
camel-drivers, and I have left enough
good for your consumption. An old
friend asked me for it, and I did it to
oblige him.” '

Judge.— % Ahem!” and the pro-

" gecution continued.

P.—%Why did you attempt to
bribe Farhan to leave my service,
and ‘say nothing to me about it ?”

D.—*Farhan 13 a bad man; and
I was afraid he would steal your
things.”

Judge,.— Ahem !”

Thus ended the prosecution =and
defence. The Sultan raised his head,
and in.answer to my appeal as to
what judgment he would give, calmly
said, he could see no harm in what
had been done — Samater was my
Abban, and, in virtue of the ship he
commanded, was at liberty fo do
whatever he pleased eithier with or
to my property. Words, in fact,
equivalent to saying, I had come
into a land of robbers, aud therefore
must submit to being robbed ; which
I plainly told him.

99¢h.—1 bad been now nine days
waiting bere, and had taken many
walks nbout the hill-sides, investi-
gating the place, and making sun-
dry collections : the most interesting
amongst these was & small lizard, &
new species, alterwards - named by
Mr, E. Blyth, the Carator of the
Asiatic Society, Ziloque Burtoni,
after my commandant. The Somalis
brought & leopard into camp, which
they said they had destroyed in a
cave by beating it to death with
sticks and stones. They have a mor-
tal antipathy to these animals, as they
gometimes kill' defenceless men, and
are very destructive to their flocks.
Besides ‘the little antelope described,
I only saw the sultana antelope, and
the tracks of two other species which
were said to be very scarce. Rhino-
ceroses were formerly very abundant
here, but have been mnearly all killed
down, with spear and bow (they
do not use firearms), by the Somali
hunters, in gonsequence of the great
demand. for their skins for making
ghields, Amongst the bush and trees
there were several gum - producisg
ones, of which the frankincense, I
think, ranked first. These gums are
usually plucked by the women, and
transported to Aden. The barks of
various other trees are also very use-
fal'; for instance, they strip down the
bark of the acacia in long slips, and
chew it until only fibres remain,
which, when twisted in the hand,
make strong cordage. The acacia
bark also makes a good tan for pre-
serving leather; but of far greater
account than this is the bark of a
squat stunted tree, called by the
Somalis mohur, which has a swooth
gkin, with knotty-looking warts upon
it like a huge turnip, reddish inside,
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withia yellowigh-green exterior. It
has ‘& highly aromatic flavour, and is
a powerful astringent. - When mak-
ing mussacks, the Somalis pull a
gheep or goat out -of his skin; tie its
legs -apd tail, where incisions had
beenmade, to make it a water-proof
bag, and then fill it with bits of this
bark,; thopped up and mixed with
water; They then suspend it in a

tree to dry, and afterwards render if,

soft and pliable by a severe course of
manipulation. The taste of the bark
is -congidered very wholesome, and a
corrective to bad and fetid water.
Besides possessing this quality, the
mohur is yseful ag a poultice, when
mashed and mixed with water; and
the Somalis always have recourse to
it when badly wounded.

* During my -peregrinations at .this
place;#I often dropped bits of paper
sbout: the jungle for certain purposes,
little :suspecting’ what would become
of thems: and,. to.my -surprise, one
day the :interpreter came to me in
some ‘alarm, to say several Dulba-
hantag bad arrived at Bunder Goree,
and- ‘ere: canvassing ‘amongst them-
selvesi-the: probable: objects of my
vigit. ;. T-counld:not be travelling "with-
out’ a’purpose, at so much expense;
and: they thought. these bits of paper
conclusive evidence I was marking
eutisome spots for fauture purposea
They abused  the Wargingalis for be-
ing ‘gueh fools as to let me travel in
their éountry, and =aid I should pever
cross over to them. This little inci-
dent’ of dropping paper, though fully
explained to them, was ever after-
wards;; brought up in - accusation
againgt ‘me, and proved very per--
plexing.

© 80th,—We were now all together,
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.and, I thought, ready to matrch; but
the men had first to be paid their
hire in advance—a monthly stipend
of five tobes each, When that wag
settled, many other men, and amongst
them the Sultan’s second brother
Hassan, coveting my clothes, wished
to be engaged. Some tedious hours
were wasted on this subject. The
Sultan would have it, if I wished to
travel according to the custom of the
country, I must take more men with
me a8 a gaard. I, on the other hand,
neither wanted them nor could afford
to pay them, a9 1 had been so exten-
gively plundered — but wished fo ex-
change Samater for his brother, and
promised - high rewardsjif the would
take me through the journey. To put
an end to the discussion, I struck my
tent, never to be pitched again, and
waited patiently until .the camels
came, -1t was not until near sun-
down that the camels were ready and

the march commenced. The Sultan

then ordered Hassan and the naughty
boy Abdullah, against my wish, to
-accompany me on the journey; and
we set. off, leaving two.or three loads
Jbehind to be brought up on the mor-
row. The march was a short one,
made to relieve the one beyond ;
for the spring of water we - were
now dricking from was the last- on
this side the range. It led us up a
gradual but tortuous ascent, very
thickly clad with strong bushes, to a
kraal or ring-fence of prickly acacias,
which was evidently made to protect
the Somalis’ sheep' from lions, leo-
pards, hyenas, and freebooters sud-
denly pouncing on them.— Camp Ha-
bdl Ishawdlé.  Altitude 5052 feet.

(Zo be continued.)

»
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JUDICIAL PUZZLES.—ELIZABETH G;&NNING.

Every one has heard of the case
of Elizabeth Capping. It is con-
stantly quoted, constantly relied upon
as an authority for propositions the
most diverse and even contradictory.
There is a general vague idea that an
ingenious fraud was by some marvel-
lous agency detected, that innocence
was rescued from imminent peril, and
truth vindieated ; but by what means
or under what circumstances this toolk
place, who was innocent and who was
guilty, very few of those in whose
mouths the name of the case is most
familiar would be able to say. To
apy one who has taken the pains to
make himself master of the case, this
hazy condition of mind will be any-
thing but surprising. It is, in truth,
perbaps the most complete and most
inexplicable Judicial Puzzle on re-
cord ; and after reading four hundred
and twenty-nine pages of close bad
print, in the 19th volume of the
State Trials, a candid man will find
himself equally amazed at the zeal,
the industry, the ingenuity, with
»which it was sought to discover where
the truth really lay, and the way in
whiéh, notwithstanding the fullest
and most patient inquiry, that truth,
though gpparently close at hand, still
eluded its pursuers, . ’

Elizabeth Canning was a servant-
girl in; the family of a man of the
name of Edward Lyon, a carpenter in
Aldermanbury. At the time in ques-
tion (1753) she was about -eighteen
years of age. Her father bad.during
his lifetime been alsp in the employ-
ment of Mr, Lyon ; her mother resided
*in the immediate neighbourhood. She

had previously been in the service of-

another neighbour of the name of
‘Wintlebury for nearly two years;
there was every opportunity and
every motive for the strictest exa-
mination of her character, and it bore
the inveatigation without the slightest
stain being detected. On the st of
January 1753, her mistress gave Eli-
zabeth Canning permission to spend
the day with an: uncle of the name
of Colley, who lived at Saltpetre-
Bank, now known as Dock Street,
near Well-Close Square, and imme-

diately behind the Liondon Dock. 1In
the evening Colley and his wife ae-
companied her on. her way back te
her master’s in Aldermanbury as far
a8 Houndsditch, where they- parted
from her soon after nine o'clock. Af
thig point she was lost sight of. She
did not return to her master's, nor -
to her mother. The surprise, alarm,
and anxiety of her. friends were ex-
treme. Advertisements were/ re-
peatedly inserted in ithe papers,
offering rewards for her discovery.
It was said that a shriek had been
heard, as of some female in distress,
in a hackney-coach in Bishopgate
Street, and attempts were made te
find the ‘driver, but in vains No
trace of the lost girl could he dis-
covered. On the 29th of January,
about a quarter after ten o’clock in
the evening, just as they were pre-
paring to fasten up the house and te
go to bed, the latch of her mother’s
door was lifted, and a figure entered,
pale, tottering, emaciated, livid, bent
almost double, with no clothes but
her shift, a wretched petticoat, and
a filthy bedgown, a' rag tied over
her -head, bloody from a wound on
her ear. Such was the condition im
which ‘Elizabeth Canning returned
after an absence of four weeks. Where -
had she been, what had.happened to -
her during those weeks?

The first question which presents
itself is, What was the aocounf given
by the girl herself? Then follows
the inquiry how far that account is
gupported, or in what respects is it
contradicted by evidence subsequently
produced? As we proceed, we shall
find' ourselves iovolved in a most
perplexing and difficult investigation,
but for the present we may confine
our attention to Canning’s own ae-
count. It was given_in the presence
of many witnesses, without-apparent
preparation or concert with any oneww
indeed, there was no time for this, ag,
immediately upon her arrival, the
neighbours flocked in - to express
their . sympathy and safisfy their
curiosity. Few minutes had elapsed
before the house was full,

Hex former master, Mr. Wintlebury
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Wz remained here three days,
sending the things I had brought in
relays across the mountain, and in
fetching up the rear ones. The
Sultan conld not lose the opportu-
nity afforded by my detention to
again come and beg for presents, and
I'gave him a razor to shave his head
with, and make a clean Mussulman
ofihim. On finding be could get
nothing further from me gratis, he
demanded that a cloth should be
pald to the man whom my camel-
drivers had robbed of the goat at
Adhal, and, before retiring, wished
me urgently to take a letter for
him to Adep, petitioning the English
totallow him to form an expedition
by sea, and take retribution onthe
Musa. Abokr at Heis, who had re-
cebtly killed one of his subjects.

“4th - December 1854.—At dawn of
day the last of the camels was loaded,
and we set out to clamberup to the
top of the mountain-range, and de-
scend on the other side to the first
watering-place in the interior of the
cointry. It was a double march,
and a very stiff one fur the camels.
Directly in our front lay an easy,
flattish ground, with moderate un-
dulations, densely wooded with such
trees as I had alrendy seen; but
beyond 1it, about three miles from
camp, the face of the mountain-top,
towering to a great height, stood
froWwning over uns like a huge bloff
wall, which at first sight*it appeared
quite impossible any camel could
surmount. At 9 A, M. we reached
this’ steep, and commenced the stiff-
est-and last ascent up a winding,
narrow goat - path, having sharp
turgs at the extremity of every zig-
zagy:and with huge projecting stones,
whith seemed to bid defiance to the
pasiage of the camels’ bodies. In-
deeg, it was very marvellous, with
their long spindle-shanks and great
splay feet, and the awkward boxes
on itheir backs, striking constantly
agalnst every little projection in the
hill, that they did not tumble head-
long' over the pathway; for many
times, at the corners, they fell upon
their chests, with their hind - legs

5

dangling over the side of the hill, and
were only pulled into the path again
by the combined exertions of all the
men. Like Tibet ponies, when they
felt their bodies slipping helplessly
over the precipices — down -which,
had they fallen, they would have met
instantaneous and certain death —
they invariably seized hold of any-
thing and everything with their teeth
to save their equilibrium. The as-
cent was at length completed after
an infinity of trouble, and our view
from the top of the mountain repaid
we fully for everything of the past.
It was a glorious place! In one
glance round I bad a complete sur-
vey of all the country I was now
destined to travel over, and what I
had already gone over. The pass
was called Yafir, and, by the boiling
thermometer, showed an altitude of
6704 feet. It was almost the highest
point on this range. From a cedar
tree I cooked: my breakfast under, on
facing to the north, I saw at once the
vast waters of the Gulf, all smooth
and glassy as o mill-pond, the village
of Bunder Goree, and the two bug-
galoes lying in its anchorage-gronnd,
like little dots of nut-shells, immedi-
ately below the steep face of the.
mountain; so deep;and perpendicu-
lar was it, that it had almost the
effect of looking down a vast preci-
pice. Bat how different was the
view on turning to the south! In-
stead of seeing this enormous gran-
deur—a deep rugged hill, green and
fresh in verdure, with the rea, like a
large lake below — it-was tame in
the extreme ; the land dropped gently
to scarcely more than half its depth,
with barely a tree visible on its
surface ; and at the foot of the hill,
stretching out as far a3 the eye could
reach, was a-howling, blank-looking
desert, all hot and arid, and very
wretched to look upon, It was the
more disappointing, as the Somalis
bad pictured this to me as a land of
promise, literally flowing with milk
and honey, where, they said, I should
see boundless prairies of grass, large
roomy trees, beautiful valleys with
deep brooks running down them, and .

i
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cattle, wild animals, and bees in
abundance. Perbaps this was true
to them who had seen nothing finer
in creation ; who thought ponies fine
horses, a few weeds grass, and a puny
little brook, a fine large stream. At
noon we reloaded, and proceeded 1o
join the camels and men sent forward
on the previous day. The track first
led us a mile or two across the hill-
top, where I remarked several heaps
of stones piled up, much after the
fashion of those monuments the
Tibet Tartars erect in commemora-
tion of their Lahma ‘saints. These,
the Somalis said, were left here by
their predecessors, and, they thought,
were Christian tombs. Once over
the brow of the hill, we descended
the slopes on the south, which fell
gently in terraces, and travelled
until-7dark, when we reached a deep
pullah, here called Mikir, in which
we found our vanguard safely en-
campéd in a strong ring-fence of
thorn bushes. The distance accom:
plished was seventeen miles; the
altitude of place 3660 feet. The two
following days (5th and G6th) we
halted to rest the cattle, whilst I
went shooting and collecting. There
were a great number of gazelles and
antelopes, some bustard, many flori-
kan and partridges, as well as other
very” interesting birds and reptiles.
These were mostly found in ravines
at the foot of the hills, or amongst
acaciz and jujube trees, with patches
of heather in places. We now held
durbar* to consult on the plan of
proceeding. It -was obviously im-
possible to march across the platean
directly upon the soutbern Dulba-
hadtas, as there was not a blade of
grass to be seen nor any water on
the way beyond the first ten miles
from ithe foot of the hills. To go to
Berbera, then, I must perforce pass
through the territories of the north-
ern Dalbahantas; and this was fixed
upon™ but hearing of some ancient
Chrigtian ruins (left by Sultan Kin),
only ‘a day’s march to the south-
eastward, I resolved to see them first,
and on the 7th made a move five
miles in that direction to a kraal,
called Karrab, Where we found a deep
pool of stagnant water.

8th.~—My kit was now so much
diminished, we all marched together
down a broad shallow valley south-
eastward, in which meandered a nul-
lah, called Rhut-Tug, the first wady
I came upon in Nogal. The distance
accomplished was eight miles when
we put up in the kraal of Rhut; for,
as I have said before, there were no
villages or permanent habitations in
the interior of the Nogal country. All
the little wooding there ig, is found
in depressions like this, near the base
of hill ranges, where water is moder-
ately near the surface, and the trees
are sheltered from the winds tbat
blow over the higher grounds of the
general plateau. Rbut is the most
favoured spot in the Warsingalis’ do-
miuvions, and had been loudly lauded
by my followers ; but all I could find
were a few trees larger than the ordi-
pary acacias, a symptom of grass
having grown there in more favoured
times, when rain had fallen, a few
puddles of water in the bed of the
pullah, and one flock of sheep to keep
the place alive. Gazelles were nume-
rous, and many small birds in gaudy
plumage flitted about the trees,
amongst which the wost beantiful
wag the Lamprotornis superba, a
kind of Maina, called by the Somal
Lhimber-load (the cow-bird), because
it follows after cows to feed.

9th.—Halt. Kin’s City, or rather
ruing of, I was told, lay to the north-
ward of my camp, in the direction of
the hills, at a distance of about two
miles, so I proceeded at once to see
it, hoping by this means I should be
able to advance westward on the fol-
lowing day. After an hour’s walk,
T came upon those remains of which
I had beard so much at first on Jand-
ing in the country, as indicative of
the great advancement in architectu-
ral art of Kin’s Christian legion over
the now occupying Somal ; but I was
ag ‘much disappointed in this matter
as in all others of Somali fabrication.
There were five objects of attraction
here :~—1. The ruins of a (said to be)
Christian charch ; 2. The site and re-
maing of a village ; 3. A hole in the
ground, denoting a limekiln; 4. A
cemetery ; and, 5. The ground-lines of
o fort. This certainly showed a degree

* Durbar-—Eastern Court.
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of ddvancement beyond what the So-
malis now enjoy, inasmuch as they
have po buildings in the interior,
though that does not say much for the
ancients. The plan of the churchis an
cblong square 48 by 27 feet, its length
lying N. E. and S. W., whilst its
breadth was directed N.W. and 8.E,,
which latter may be considered its
front and rear. In the centre of the
N.W. wall there was # niche, which,
evidently, if built by Christians, was
intended to point to Jerusalem ; and
thig'might have been conclisive evi-
dence of its having been a Christian
house of worship, and counsequently
of great antiquity, did it not unfortu-
nately point likewise in the direction
of Mecea, to which place all Moham-
medans turn when saying their pray-
ere.; Again, I entertained some sus-
picion that the walls, which were in
some parts ten feet high, had not
sufficient decay to warrant their be-
ing four and & half or more centuries
old.: But one thing was remarkable
at ithis present time—there were no
springs or any water pearer than my
encamping place, which could not
have been the case when this place
was: occupied, and denotes a certain
amount of antiquity, withoat any
doubt. The walls of the church were
composed of limestone rocks, cement-
ed *together with a very pure white
lime.

The entrance fronted ,the niche,
and wag led up to by a street of round
pebbles, protected on each side by
semicircular loosely thrown-up stooe
walls, There was nothing left of the
village but its foundation outlines,
which at onde showed simplicity of
congtruction, a3 well as economy of
labour in building. It lay- about 50
yards to the east of the church. One
straight wall ran down the centre,
from which, as supports, ran out a
puniber of lateral chambers lying at
right angles to it. ‘

To the northward of the church
wag, the cemetery, in which, strange
to say, if the Somalis believe their
owh story, they even at the pre
sent time bury their dead, and erect
crogses at the head of the tombs, in
the’same manner as we Christians do.
The kilo was an artless hole in the
ground, in which there was a large
collection of cinders and other debris

[June:

not worth mentioning. Lastly, the
fort, or rather remains of what the
Somalis said had been one, was situ-
ated on an eminence overlooking the
village, and about 70 yards to the
S.W. of the church. Now, having
completed my investigations of the
ruins, I retarned to camp, where
I was met by the Abban, looking
ag sulky a8 a bear with a sore head,
and frowning diabolically. He had
been brooding over my late censures,
and reflecting on the consequences
his bad conduct would finally have
upon him, if he could mot obtain
a pardon from me. And should he
not be able to elieit it by fair
means, he thought at any rate he
would extract it by foul, then and
there, without condition or any clause
whatever. This was preposterous.
1 frankly told him exactly what I
thought of him, saying I could not for-
get what had happened ; that he bad
abused the trust reposed in him by
the Englisk, and I was bound in duty
to report the whole matter in every
detail to the Government; but should
he discontinue his evil way, and take
me safely to my journeys end, I
would promise him a full pardan as

soon a8 ever I arrived at Berbera.

This would not answer his purpose—
bygones must be bygones without
any condition whatever, and he went
{0 his bed as wrathful as he rose.

10th.—I rose early and ordered the’

men to load, but pot a soul would
stir. The Abban had ordered other-
wise, and they all preferred to stick,
like brother villaing, to him. And
then began a battle-royal; as obsti-
pately as I insisted, ‘80 obstinately
did he persist; then, to show his
superior authority, and  thinking, to
touch me on a tender point, forbade
my shooting any more. This was too
much for my now heated blood to
stand, so 1 immediately killed a par-
tridge running on the ground befure
his face. Seeing this, he, wheeled
about, prepared his pony, and, mount-
ing it, with his arms, said to the

people standing by that he would kill .-

me if I dared shoot again. I wasall
this while standing prepared to shoot
again, without understanding a word
of what was said, when the inter-
preter rushed towards me pale and
trembling, .and implored me not to

" ther thongs.
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shoot, but to arrange matters quietly.
He would not tell me, however, what
had occasioned the great anxiety his
excitedmanner showed. I of course
was agreeable at any time to do any-
thing 1:could to help me on the jour-
ney, and again stated the terms on
which I would grant the man a par-
don. At this juncture, Hassan, the
Sultan’s brother, came and interceded
between ug. I told him everything
that had happened, how the Ab-
ban had even superseded the Sultan’s
order, by forbidding me to do what
I wished in his country, and agsin
begged him to be my Abban in Sa-
mater’s stead. This be said he could
not do, but gave Samater a wigging,
and desired me to go and shoot any-
where I liked. Tbus ended this valu-
able day.

1(th.—Last pight I shot a female
hyena (here called Durws) in the act
of robbing, These tiresome brutes
prowl sbout at night, and pick up
anything they can find, Their ap-
proach ig always indicated by a whin-
ing sound, which had prepared me
on thisioccasion. Shke was caught in
the act of stealing away some lea-
The specimen was a
fine onéy but until dissected I could-
not, from her hermapbrodital form,
determine which sex it was that I
h¥d killed: We now prepared for
the march westward, when ; Hassan
said he would go back to near the
Mijjerthaine frontier, where rain had
lately fallen, and all the W arsingalis
had “migrated with their cattle, to
feteh some ponies, which he would
bring to mein a few days, even be-
fore I could arrive at tbe Dulbahan-
tag’ frontier, and begged a gun at
parting, as payment for his settle-
ment of the Abban question, and as
an earnest that he would bring the
five ponies which I wanted. We
then got under way, and travelled
westward, bidding Rhbut-Tug adieu,
but every ope was stiff and formal.
Samater bad pot confessed contri-
tion, and I had not committed my-
self to saying that I would hush tbe
matter up, sssuring him that in
duty bound I could not, though I
promised a pardon as before. After
travelling a little way, we emerged
from the low land of the valley, and
ascended a higher track to the nor-
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mal level of the plateau, which, as I
have eaid before, was all bleak and
barren, with scarcely a tree growing
on it, and very stony. Here I saw
a large troop of ostriches and num-
berless gazelles stalking away out of
the line of the caravan’s march. My
men were gl bighly anxious I should
shoot them, but I would not, to try
what effect it would bave on the
Abban, saying, sport was of second-
ary importance to me, and I now
only wished to finish the journey
quickly. By his detentions I had
lost so much time, I despaired of
reaching Berbera agreeably with my
ipstructions, and, moteover, he had
not begged my pardon, from which I
doubted his intention to serve me
faithfully. This caused a halt. Sa-
mater and all the men alike said,
“ Of what good is your coming here,
if you do not epjoy yourself? We
all came on this journey to reap ad-
vantages from serving you, and now
if you dou’t shoot, what may we ex-
pect 7”7 I said, prove to me that I
shall not be thwarted again, and I
will even shoot or do anything to
create good-will. Then appointing
three men as Samater's advisers to
hold ¢ him in restraint in case any
wrong-headedness on his part ehould
get the mastery of him, I begged they
would proceed. This proved suc-
cessful for the time. Samater wrote me
a letter, stating his intentions of ab-
ject servitude, and ratified it by pre-
senting his spear and shield, throngh

‘the hands of the interpreter, for me

to return it to him as an acknowledg-
ment that I would henceforth forgive
him, and we again proceeded on the
journey. After travelling ten miles
without seeing a single habitation or
human being of any sort, we arrived
at a nullab, in which there were
several pools of bitter spring-water,
and some Egyptian geese swimming
onthem, This place was called Bar-
ham, On the right or' northern side
of the line of our march was the hill-
range, about ten miles distant, at the
foot of which, in the beds of small
ravines, grew some belts of the jujube
tree and hardy acacias; but to the
gouth the land was all sterile, and
stretched away in a succession of little
flat plains, circumscribed by bosses
or hillocks of pure white limestone
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rock, which appeared standing unaf-
fected by the weathering which had
worn down the plaing that were lying
between them. Again these plains
sunk in gentle gradation to their cen-
tres, where pullahs, like the one I was
encamped upon, drained the land and
refuse debris to the south and east-
ward, possibly to join eventually the
Rhut-Tug.

i12th, — At 9 AM. we were again
i motion on our westward course,
rising by a gentle incline to about
half-way between Rbut-Tug and a
second Wady Nogal farther on, called
Ypbbé Tug. Here, at the water-part-
ing, between these two large water-
courses, was the tomb of the great
founder of these mighty nations, Da-
rod bin Imail, and an excavated
tumulus. There were also several
bitter springs in the neighbourhood,
with stone enclosures, and numerous
flocks of sheep tended by Somalis.
On passing the tomb I scarcely
remarked it, so insignificant did it
appear, whilst the Somalis paid no
homage to it whatever. But the tumul-
ug excited more attention, and I was
requested to examine it. Six years
ago, the interpreter said, a Somalt who
wished to bury his wife in it, broke
through its exterior, and found a
hollow compartment propped up by
beams of timber, at the bottom of
which, buried in the ground, were
several earthenware pots, some leaden
coins, a ring of gold, such as the
Indian ; Mugsulman women wear in
their noses, and various other miscel-
laneous property. I was very much
struck with the sleekness of the sheep.
considering there appeared nothing
for them to live upon: but I was
shown amongst the stony ground here
and there g little green pulpy-looking
weed, called Buskalé, succulent, and
by repute highly nutritions. It was
ou this theyfed and throve. These
Dhumba sheep — the fat-tailed Per-
sian breed-—appear to thrive on much
less food, and can abstain longer from
eating, than any others, This is pro-
bably occasioned by the nourishment
they derive from the fat of their tails,
which acts as a reservoir, regularly
supplying, as it necessarily would do,
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any sudden or excessive drainage from .

any other part of their systems.

After crossing over this high land
we began descending to the westward,
and at the completion of the twelfth
mile dropped into a nulldh tribotary to
the Yubbé Tug, made a kraal for pro-
tection against hyenas close to a pool
of water, and spent. the night. This
plain was called Libbahdilé (the haunt
of lions).* '

13th.—The air was g0 cold, the men
could not bestir themselves until after
guprise, when, to my great surprise
and delight, without one angry word
or attempted impediment from the
Abban, we were on the move at 8 A.m.
I now fondly boped the Abban had
really turned over a new leaf, but
wag soon undeceived, and also dis-
appointed. He was married to a
Dulbahanta women, and this wife,
for he had two others, with her family,

was residing in that country. I was.

therefore, unawares to myself, travel-
ling directly, on his home. Hence
these three counsecutive marches,
Gradually we descended into a
broad valley, down the centre “of
which meandered the Yubbé Tug,
or the second Wady Nogal of myac-
quaintance. This formed a natural
boundary-line, separating the War-
singali from the northern Dalbahanta
frontiers. Where we first came upon
the nullah it was deep and broad,
with such steep perpendicular sides,
camels could not cross it. We there-
fore turned suddenly northward, and
‘followed up its left bank till we
turned its head, which begins. ab-
ruptly, and marched five. miles to the
Yubbé Kraals. Had this valley been
blessed with a moderate quantity of
rain, theére is no doubt it would have
been effective for agricultural pur-
poses; and as it was, there were more
trees growing in the hollow here than
in any other place I bad seen, and
geveral flocks and herds were con-

gregated in it. Whilst travelling to-

day the interpreter narrated the cir-
comstances of a fight which the
Warsingalis had with the Dulba-
bantas about ten years ago in this
valley, in which it appeared the Dal-
bahantas were the aggressing party,

,%* Lions, as well as other large animals, are said to come into the Nogal during
the rainy season, when water and grass are abundant.
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having sent a foraging-party over
their frontier to lift some cattle. The
Warsingalis, seeing this, mustered
their forees and repelled the enemy ;
but would not follow them up, prefer-
ring rather to tease them into submis-

- sion than to engender a bloody con-

test. This they effected by exposing

- all their flocks and herds to the view

of the Dulbahantas on the bank of
the impassable nullah, whilst they
guarded its head and protected their
flank iby stationing & strong party of
warriors there. The Dulbahantas,
tantalised at this tempting yet ag-
gravating sight, for they bad not
strength enough to cope with the
Warsingalis in full force, waited co-
vetously gazing across the pullah for
some time, and then retired in such
great disgust, they have never at-
tempted to steal again.

‘Wkhen once ensconced in the new
camp, the Abban came to me with
an air of high importance, to announce

that we were now on the Dulbahanta

frontier, and that, if I wished to see
their land, I must allow him. to pre-
cede me, and pave the way, taking
the young Prince Abdullah with him
to magnify the purport of his mis-
sion, ag the Dulbahantas were a ter-
rible and savage nation, ‘governed,
not like the Warsingalis, by an old
atid revered chief, but by a young
sultan whom - nobody listened to.
Moreover, the Dualbahantas had sent
word ‘to say they had heard of my
marking the Warsingali country out
with paper, and would not admit me
on any. consideration. Begides which,
it was:a custom in the counfry that
strangers should ask permission to
enter ‘through the. medium of an ab-
ban, and as I had acted on that cus-
tom in the Warsingali country, so
also must I do it here.

I was kept at thiz station eight
days, sometimes bearing ominous. an-
nouncements of the terrible Dalba-
bantas, sent to frighten me by the
Abban, and sometimes amusing my-
seif in other and various ways. The
Dulbahantas could not conceive my
motive for wishing to travel in their
land; no peddling Arab, even, had
ever ventured there, so why should I
desire to go? Fortunately I had a
good deal of employment with my
gun, for, besides gazelles, antelopes,

s lyox, florikans, aund partridges, I
shot many very beautiful little honey-
birds, as well as other small birds.
Of these former the most beautiful
was the Nectarinia Habessinica. It
bas an exceedingly gaudy plumage,
that glistens in metallic lustre as
the rays of light strike upon its va-
rious coloured feathers. This is the
more remarkable on a warm sun-
shiny day, when the tiny bird, like a
busy humble bee, bowing the slen-
der plant with its weight, inserts his
sharp curved bill into the flower-
bells to drink their honey-dew, keep-
ing its wings the whole time in such
rapid motion as to be scarcely dis-
tinguishable. ~ Without animal flesh
I do not know what I should have
done here. The water was s0 nitrous
I could not drink it. To quench my
thirst I threw it in gulps down my
throat, and rice, when boiled in if,
resembled salts and senna.  After
returning from sport one day, the
interpreter brought up one of the
camel-drivers, to be punished for
baving stolen some deer flesh when
sent to clean it. Fe was a Midgar,
or low-caste fellow, who does not
object to indulge in cannibalism
when hard pressed by hunger. I
would not decide the case myself,
but handed him over, much against
his wish, to the tender mercies of the
interpreter and two other men whom
the Sultan, at parting, appointed
judges on any sudden occasion. It
was everybody’s interest to make him
guilty, and therefore he was con-
demned to find two sheep, to be
killed and eaten in the camp. An-
other case of theft, much more vexa-
tious than this, occurred when I first

arrived here, and turned off some -

spare camel-drivers, who took away
all the packing-ropes with them, and
I have been obliged to employ the
remaining wen ever since in chewing
acacia bark into fibres to make new
ones. I was now becoming so much
alarmed at the Abban’s delay and
tricks, that I wrote a letter to the
Asgistant Political Resident at Aden,
complaining of what he had done,
saying I felt very uncertain of being
able to reach Berbera by the time
appointed, and requesting him to
gsend o letter of remonstrance to the
Sultan. This I forwarded by a man

B}
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called Abdie, /4 Bander Goree. Pru-
dence would have suggested my re-
turning with the letter; for I had now
received intelligence that the Abban
was in his home, and after expe-
rience gained by the tragedies on the
cotist, I could have expected no good
from him. But a3 long as life and
time lasted, I was resolved to go
shead.

It was very remarkable to see the
gréat length of time animals in this
couptry cau exist, even under bard
work, without drinking water. In an
ordinary way, the Somalis water
camels only twice a-month, donkeys
four times, sheep every fourth day,
and ponies only once in two days,
and even object to doing it oftener,
when water is plentifal, lest the ani-
mils should lose their hardihood.
I do not think antelopes could pos-
sibily get at water for several months
together, as every drop of water in

thé country is guarded by the Somal.

Wie were pow in “ the land of honey,”
and the Somal nomads constantly
~came to me to borrow my Eoglish
pitkaxe for digging it out of the
ground ; for the bees of this country,
instead of settling in the boughs of
“trees, as they do in Eogland, work
holes in the ground like Wusrs, or
take advantage more generally of
chinks or fissures in the rocks, to
build their combs and deposit their
wax., It was a great treat to get a
little of this sweet putriment, to
cotinteract the salts which prevail in
all- the spring waters of the interior.
When out shooting specimens, I often
saw. the Samalis chasing down the
Salt’s antelopes on foot. I killed
maby of them myself, when running
like. hares, with common -shot, much
10 ‘the astonishment of the Somalis,
for’ they are too small a mark for
théir bow-and-arrow shooting. The
litfle creatures cannot stand travel-
ling in the mid-day sun, and usu-
ally lie about under favouring trees
which line the water courses. Know:
ing this weakness, the cunning Somali
bunter watches him down from
feeding to his favourite baunts, and,
aftér the sun shines streng enough,
quietly disturbs them; then, as they
trot away to search for another shady
- bugh, they follow gently after to pre-
vent his resting. In the course of an

hour or so, the terrified animal,
utterly exhausted, rushes from bunsh
to bush, throwing itself down uunder
each in succession, until at length it
gets captured. Somalis, from their
roving habits of life, are as keen and
cunning sportsmen as any in the
world. They told me of many dodges
they adopted for killing elephants,
ostriches, and gazelles which they do
ag follows:—If an elephant is ever
seen upon the plaing, a large body of
men assemble on foot, armed with
spears and bows, and sharp double-
edged knives, with one man mounted
on a white horse, to act as teaser.
This man commences by riding in
front of the animal, to irritate and
absorb his entire attention by riding
in repeated circles just in front of
bim. When the huge beast shows
signs of distress by fruitlessly -charg-
ing on his nimble adversary, the foot-
men rush in upon him from behiod,
and hamstring him with their knives,
and then with great facility soon des-
patch him with their arrows and

spears. - Ostriches, again, are killed

in two ways; the more simple one is
by finding out what places they usu-
ally resort to in search of food, and
then throwing down some tempting
herb of strong poisonous properties,
which they eagerly eat and die from.
The other method adopted in catcb-
ibg them is not so easy, but is man-
aged with great effect. The ostrich
is, as is geperally known, & remark-

ably shy bird, and is so blind at night

it caonot feed. Again, the Somali
pony, though wonderfully hardy and
enduring, is not swift ; therefore, to
accommodate existing power to know-
ledge of these various weaknesses, the
Somal arms himself with a pony,
and provisions for two or three days,
and begins his huat. by showing him-
self at such a. considerable distance
from the birds he has formed his de-
signs upop, that they quietly stalk
off, and he, at the same rate, follows
after, but never draws near enough
to scare them out of sight of him,
At pight, the birds stop ip conse-
quence of the darkness, but cannot
feed. He, on the other hand, dxg-
mounts to rest and feed with his
pony, and resumes the chase the fol-
lowing day. After the second or
third day, when he and the pony are

e
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as fresh as ever, the ostriches, from
copstant fasting, become so weak, he
ig able to ride in amongst them, and
knock them down one by one as
many ag there happen to be in the
flock. The flesh is eaten, and the
feathers are taken to the cea-coast for
transportation to the Aden market.
I once saw a doukey-load of feathers
carried to market that had been
taken this way.  There are two
methods, also, of killing gazelles; the
more usual one is effected by two
men walking into a bushy ground to
search for them, and when discover-
ed, walking in such large circles
around them as will not scare them;
gradually they draw their circles in,
until & favoured bush, down wind, is
found, which the herd is most likely,
when Quoe moved, to pass by, and
behind.this one of the men stops,
with his bow and arrows, whilst the
second-one, without ever stopping to
create - alarm, continnes drawing in
the circles of circomvention until he

- induces the gazelles to walk up to

the bush his friend is concealed in,
when one or more may be easily shot.
The other plan for killing them is
extremely artful, and is done on
horseback, and therefore on the open
plain.  Fleet animals, as antelopes
and’ gazelles, always endeavour ~to
head across their pursuers, no matter
in which direction they go. The
Somali, therefore, teking advantage
of this habit, when they wish to
catch them on ponies, which are not
balf as swift as the gazelles in fair
open chase, economige their strength
by directing their animals’ heads to-
wards the leading gazelle, and thus
inducing the herd, as they continuve
heading on, to describe double the cir-
cumference of ground to which their
ponies. go. In process of time, the
gazelles, by their extra exertions,
begin to, flag and drop, and the hun-
ters rush in upon them, and cut them
up in detail.

20th*-To-day the young prince

_réturnéd, to say the Dulbahantas had

been conferred with, and had shown
the strongest objections to my see-
ing their country, enumerating at
the same time all their reasonings,
such as I had already heard; but
added, a8 a great concession on their'
part, as a particular favour they

wished to show to my Abban, that I
might be permitted to advance a little
way, to the next valley; but then
only on condition I would surrender
to them the whole of my remaining
property.

I now heard more particulars of
the Dulbahantas’ fights, and the man-
ner in which they first originated.
For full thirteen years they had been
disputing amongst themselves, and
many’ cabals had sprung out of if.
Whilst these intrigues were gain-
ing ground, a minor chief, named
Ali Haram, with a powerful support
in connections, about five years ago
determined on alienating  himself
from the yoke of the government,
which was headed by an old Gerad,
called Mahmud Alj, the rightful and
liereditary chief.  Since then the
original kingdom has been divided
into two portions, called the Northern
and Southern Dulbahantas; but al-
though the northerners declare them-
selves independent, the chief of the
south still fights for his' lawful rights,
and ab this present time bad driven
the northerners, with all their cattle
and stock, to Jid Ali Tug, the next
valley beyond this, which [ was now
desirous of visiting. Ali Haram was
an old man, and copsequently in-
capacitated from taking an active
part in these- tumultuous filibuster-
ings ; he had therefore, since his first
accession to power, deputed a son
called Mohamed Ali Gerad to act as
Regent in his stead and this was the
man of whom the Warsingalis spoke
tome at Bunder Gorree so disparag-
ingly. i

21st.—I was now preparing to
start again westward, when an order
came from the :Abban to my men,
that no property should accompany
me, excepting what little I felt dis-
posed to part with in presents to the
Dulbahantas ; as an ‘Agil, by name
Husayn Hadji, ‘the sepior man pre-
sent at Jid Ali, had decided, as &
final 1heasure, on seizing everything
I brovght with me imediately I
set foot in Jid Ali. Though I "had
bad experience enough with the
‘Abban’s tricks to see that this was
merely a farce, thongh a very useless
and inconvenient one, I permitted
the arrangement rather than make
a row and retard my progress, and
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set * ont with the young prince,
Hamed, Farhan, and two camels
and; drivers, leaving Imam and the
other nine camels, with their drivers,
behind, to follow after as =soon
as <1 should send back. At the
western extremity of the wvalley
we “came upon a swall mound of
earth, all white and glistening, " cov-
ered with pitre in an efflorescent
form, which shone so conspicuously
in the san, it could be seen at many
milés distance ; from the base of it a
clear spring of water trickled, so dis-
agréeable in taste that no one,save
Somalis, could possibly drink it.
Now, emerging from the low land,
we: again left the trees bebind ug
and'rose by a well-beaten foot track
tothe primary level of the country,

where stone and bare ground prevail-

ed. * Bach of these elevations and de-
pressions wes a mere reflection of
the “other, only varying more or les
according to their size; and as my
linei was directed due west, I always
had the monntain - range at even
distance on the north, whilst every
feature on the soath remained the
same. It was monotonous in the ex-
‘treme. At the fifth mile we came
upon some springs of bitter water,
sunk in deep cavities in the garth,
from which we filled our water-skins,
and: travelled on till pnight; when,
darl overtaking us, we slipped. into
a hollow in the ground, called Ali,
cooked a little rice with the water
we:had brought, and slept it out till
morning. Distance thirteen miles.
22d.—As soon as the morning was
well aired with the sun, and the
black men had recovered from their
torpor, I struck out for Jid Aly,
hoping to surprise the Abban, and
thereby counteract, if possible, his
various- machinations, But this was
not-to be done. At the thirteenth
mile, as we were - desceading in full
view of Jid Ali, at a placd called
Birhamir, I was met by the Agil
Husayn Hadji “himself, who, instead
of . showing any disposition to hin-
deti my approach, was very affable
and kind in manper. He politely
begged me to remain where I was
‘and rest the day, aud on the morrow
he would take me to the Tug (river)
below. He had never felt - indisposed
towards me; but one ‘Galed Alj, an

¢

Agil, superior to himself, was averse
to my proceeding farther. Unfor-
tunately for the Somalis, their lies
are very transparent, and they were
too fond -of uttering falsehoods ever
to be trusted. I neither believed in
the existence of Galed Ali, nor in his
own kind inteations towards me, and
therefore begged him to prove it by
allowing me to pass. This began
a long discussion. The wars were
raging. The Dulbshantas would not
let me mee their country, as they
could not see why an Englishman
ghonld wish to travel where even
beggars were afraid to go; and then
followed & hundred other éxcuses, all
of which I rejected as freely as he
advanced thém. Then at length,
Somali fashion, the true meaning of
his unwelcome visit transpired. He
then maid—“Well, if you have no
fear of anything, and will join -us in
our fight, to répresent your nation’s
disposition in our favour, I will give
you as many hordes a3 you may, wish
to have,and a free passage to Ber-

bera, as soon as it is concluded.” This

was certainly a tempting offer, as
I told him; but I said, although, as
far a3 I was individually concerned,
there was nothing which would
please me better ; still, being a ser-
vant of the Government, I could not
represent anything they had. mnot
sanctioned ; and, moreover, I was

“bound to be at Berbera by a certain

date, which I could ‘not do if T went
southwards with them, . They argued
there would be no delay in_finishing
the battles, if I merely showed my-
gelf as & representative of ~the Xng-
lish, for the enemy would retire
before a shot wag fired, concluding
that the opinion of “the world  was
against them. They, all declared the
war had lasted so long, and had been
so harassing, they wished. ardently to
put an ‘end to it. “This, I told, them;,
in my opinion, was. their fault; that
they ought never to have” commenced
it, for the chief they now reeognised
was a mere usarper—a iraitor, .in

fact, who. ought to be punished, . ...+’

The Abban’s mother, Mrs. Awado,
who was living. at Birhamir, in .a hut
close by, then -hastened towards.
joined our party, and ‘interrupted
couvergation by clapping her
and beating her- knees, exclainingin

)
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wild | dismay and terrifying words.
“0Oh! why have you come to this
land, where there are no laws, or any
regpect for life? You don’t kuow
what'.these people are you've come
amongst | Come with me now to my
place, rest the night, and refresh
yourself ; to-morrow morning your
Abban will come and conduct you
gafely on your way.” Thizs was a
climax to the day’s journey; the
men smelt grub in an instant, and
burried off with the old lady to some
empty stone enclosures, (sheepfolds),
&nd at once unburdened and “ lay-
to” for the night. .As before, I had
many conferences about Ter Wapy
Nocar, which Lieut. Burton had
desired me to investigate, but. could
obtain no satisfactory information.
They said there were many wadys in
Nogal, but the largest one was in
the Mijjerthaine country, where its
waters were deep and large, with ex-
tensive forests around it, frequented
by numerous herds of elephants
Those in advance of my line of
march, on the road to Berbera, were
all ingignificant, like Yubbé Tug, or
Jid Ali Tug, and were not used for
agricultural purposes. However, in
the gouthern Dulbahanta country,
south by west of this, at a distance
of five or six marches, thete was a
nullab, with many springs in it,
which united® in certain places, and
became a running stream. Yhis I
now, from subsequent enquiries, and
inspection of Lient. Cruttenden’s
map,* suspect i3 the watercourse in-
tended by my insfuctions for the
Wady Nogal. This watercourse, I
wag assured, bounded the Nogal or
white stony country on the west,
gud divided it from the Haud or red
stoneless country, which is oceupied
in most part by the southern Dalba-
hantas, who have the finest grazing-
grounds in the world, and possess
incalculable. numbers of camels and
horses (meaning ponies), and cows,

sheep, and goats; whilst the game
which roamed about there covered-
the ground like flocks of sheep. Of -
these the largest were giraffes,
rhinoceroses, acd lions, elephants
being confined to the Mijjerthaine
country, the Koolies hills to the
south of Berbera, and the Webbe
Shebesli, or Haines River.}
23d. — Barly in the morning, ac-
companied by Husayn Ali, who op-
posed me no longer, we commenced
our descent to the valley of Jid
Ali, an expansive flat several miles
in Dbreadth, fuller and better wooded
in the north than any place I had
yet seen, but fapering away to the
south and eastwards, until it became
lost to sight in the barren platean.
After marching a mile or ‘so, we
found the Abban hastening to meet
us, in high dudgeon with my men
for having advanced contrary to his
mapdates, before he had time to
arrive and smooth the way ; for now
the great impressive spell, his infla-
ence, which I was to understand
could alone save me from the terrors
of the wunruly Dulbahantas, was
proved to me of 'secondary import-
ance, and he, consequently, insignifi-
cant. This occasioned a little delay,
but at last, the Abban becoming re-
conciled to this defeat of his projected
plans, we were permitted to resume
the march, and soon arriving in the
bed of the valley, encamped near
the watercourse of Jid Al Tug, on
the meridian of Meyet. The water
in the pullah extended upwards of
half a mile, when it beeame absorb-
ed in the thirsty soil. It consisted
of .a° chain of pools, connected by
h_ttle. runnels, the preduce of some
bitter springs, and made the country
green in consequence. Attracted by
my dates and rice—for I had brought
no other property save my specimen-
boxes and- ammunition—many of the
Dulbahantas forgot their occupations
in war, and flocked around my camp

* Unfortunately, when sent on this mission, I was nos furnished with a chart
and had never seen any works written on the subject., ’

T For the advancement of future investigations, I would here notice the reported.
existence of a large reptile like the armadillo—probably a Manis—which the
.E'aomal‘_tghlnk a very remarkable animal. It is said by them to be' common in Haud,
ig very slow in motion, hag a hard scaly exterior coating, invulnerable to their
spears, and capable of supporting the weight of a man without any apparent incon~

venietce to the creature who-bears it.
VOL. LXXXVIL, 43
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alliday and night, bothering my ser-
vants inceseantly whilst cooking, and
begging presents from me every mo-
ment. 1 remaioed bere three days,
trying to negotiate with the head
men for permission to advance, but
obtained mo practical result. They
insisted, for even coming thus far, I
should give them as many cloths and
material as I had given to the War-
gingalis, for they would take po less.
‘When told all my worldly goods did
pof admit of such a payment, they
quietly said, I had come there
against their will : they. did not be-
lieve me; and if I did not open my
boXes to their inspection, they would
smash them wup sand .help them-
selves. This was an everyday occur-
rence, which became only- insignifi-
cant, as it was repeated without
being carried into execution. Most
ofithe time the Abban was away,
-stopping at his home, and no busi-
peés could be done. I therefore took
ghort excursions about the valley
shooting, and ipspecting the various
babitations. - Apimals were more
abundant,. in consequence of the
greater extent'of water ; and Irshot
gezelles, - little . Sultiana  antelopes,
hares, Egyptian geese, rock-pigeons,
dutks and teal, and snipe and par-
tridge, besides. a choice collection of
small birds. In one place I found a
small stone but, occupied by an old
man who bad once been on a pilgrim-
age to Mecca, and bad seen the art of
cultivating ground. He was now turn-
‘ing his experience to account by grow-
inig jowari (a species of millet), and
effected it with some success ; for he
had two small enclosures, which he
irrigated by cuts from the pullab,
that produced grain, which grew from
eight to nine feet high. He was
lond in praise of the advaniages
which he derived from his farm,
saying it saved his flocks, ‘and sas-
gisted him in the means of food when
‘his ewes were pregnant, or giving
lamb. ‘T patronised this farmer, and
. offered to lend him some tools for
digging with, when bhe said be did
not want that so much as some hints
about sowing, and wished I would
gend a man to instruet him. Farhan,
who was with me, delighted at the

prospect of showing his skill in any.

manner, — for be styled himself pro-

fessor of all things, — at once took
the hint, and bargaived to do a day’s
work, arid furnish him with wrickles
for bis future guidanoce, for the .pay-
ment of a goat, which was readily
agreed to. . ' e
The people here were highly super-
stitious, and, like all ignorant races,
very puoctilions in their ceremonies
of worship. As true Mussulmans,
they were constant in their time of
prayer, and. abused my interpreter
for pever sayiog his. When I made
him cut the deers’ throats a little
lower down the throat than their
canons permit, to save the specimen,
they spat on the ground to show their
coutempt, and abused him heartily.
If I threw date-stones in the fire (the-
sead of paradisaical food), they looked
upon it as a sacrilege.” They were
also very suspicions, If I walked up
and down the ssme place. to stretch

my legs, they formed councils of war

on my motives, considering I must
bave some secret. designs upon.their
country, or I wounld ‘et do- it, as no

man in his senses could be guilty.of-

working his legs unnecessarily, :
Considering all  the portherners
were sgid to have been driven up

here by the war, I was much sur- .

prised to see so few habitations .or
flocks in the valley ; all there were
consisted in a few kraals scattered

over the .plain, which were constantly’

moved as soon as each plot of ground
in torn was eaten up by the cattle,
In chapging ground, these nomads
pack up everything on their camels,
mat and stick, h*t‘and all, and plae-
ing the -wife, with perbaps a.baby
also, on a donkey, march to anymno-
occupied watering - place they .can
find.  Their food is very limited; ex-
cept. in the rainy season, when milk
prevails ; in consequence of. this, it
being now the dry season; my ser-

vants accounted for  their-increasing '

appetite for my dates. Some,of the
poorer men are said to pass.their,
whole lives without tasting any.flesh
or grain, but live entirely on.sour
milk, wild hooey, or .gums, as they
may chance to come across them; and
they are almost naked; but notwith-

standing this, disease i -scarcely .

known, and. .excepting in,a few oases
of - endemic -ophthalmia, whichy.ap-
pears to - attack the ‘country ipe-
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riodically, at intervals of two or
three years, I never heard of any.
The climate was very delightfal at
this seaxon, and the nights so cold [
had to wrap well up in flanoels. But
perhaps that which best illostrates
the ' healthiness of the conntry and
pleasantness of its atmosphere, is
the fact that I, although [ had no
bedstead, but always slept on the
ground, pever pitched my tent a
gingle day in the interior, and neither
wore .a hat or shoe throughout the
Jjouroey, save on one or two occasibns,
when, ‘severely stabbed with thorns,
Iput oo a sandal. I never knew a
moment’s illness.

" 25th.—This evening, Husayn Hadji,
who I now found out was brother-
in-law to Samater, approached me as
I came in from shvoting, and said,
“We are surprised to see you return
alive: did you not meet some armed
men when you were shooting 2° Ire-
plied, “ No, pet one.” *“ Then,” said
he, ¢ there are many men come here,
who, from the first, bave forbid your
coming into this country; they are
under.no control, but, in open defi-
ance of the Gerad, do am® act just ag
they like : indeed, every head man-is
a Gerad here, and those "who are

- strongest carry the day.” This was the

“prelade to another farce; presently
the men came of whom Hasayn Hadji
spoke, and, surrounding my camp,
boisterously demanded to know what
I was doing in their country against
their orders. A violent altercation
then-ensued. They must have all my
property given u? at once, or they
would take it by force,.and remained
trying to bully meinto compliance, un-
til'l said I would sooner die than give

‘them anything. Seeing me , deter-
mined, they then walked off, saying.
I had not one night left to live, for
they would return and kill me after
dark, The place was now getting
too hot to be pleasant, for, the fact
was, we were so near the watering-
place, that my camp offered a con-
venient and tempting lounge for all
the idle blackguards of the country to
assemble at. ‘

-26th.—1I sent orders back for the
rear traps to come on as quick as
possible, and at the suggestion of my:
servants, who -were just as tired as
myself of = these incessant provoca:

tiops, changed camp to a place three
mwiles farther up the valley, much
more remote from witér, but nearer
to the Abban’s home, by which I
hoped I should be able to get at him
easier ; for the aggravating wretch,
whenever I sent messages to recall
him, iovaiiably returned plausible
excuses, showing the necessity of his
having stopped away, and as repeat-
edly said he would not fail in coming
jmmediately ; but at the same timg,'
as the sequence showed, never in-
tending to do so. It would be uge-
less, a8 well as paiaful, to narrate in
detail all the daily and hourly inci-
dents which occurred’ in the next
few days whilst' I wus detained here
by the artful and dishonest machina-
tions of this vile-conditioned man,
from whom I could never get one
trae word, and whose absence, al-
though I was striving to induce his
coming to me, really seemed a relief
A wicked feeling was almost coming
over me, which made me shudder
again when I reflected more calmly
on what my mind was now dilating.
He scemed to me only as an animal
in’ satapical disguise; to have shot
him would have given me great re-
lief, for I fairly despaired of ever pro-
ducing any good effect upon his mind.
Again I tried the 0ld "scheme of fore-
ing bim to leave me, and even begged
an Agil of the Dulbahantas, offering
him large rewards, to be my guide to
Berbera.. This, ag might be imagined,
provoked a severe row. The man I
was endedvouring to seduce to favour
me, was one of the gang of forty
thieves, and as birds of a feather all
Dulbahantas flocked together to as-
gist the victim of wy displeasure; for
Bamater was, by his intermairiage
with these northerners, paturalised
amongst them. However, I had my
wicked will, by relating, in presence
of all his now rapidly congregating
friends (a row always brings acrowd),
the whole of' his misdemeanors since
he first ¢ame with me to this country,
and- threatened him with the Jasting
displeasure of our Government, and
ruin to hig trade at Aden, if he still
persisted in his trickse. This brought
matters home much closer: than any-
body liked to hear, and set all parties
cogitatiog on what course had best
be followed. 1 now retired to cool
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myself by shooting, and on returning
" againiwas met hy the Abban, inter-
preter, and many Dulbahanta Agils,
who, : now trying the ' conciliating
dodge, came to report the good news
that ‘d vietory had been gaived by
the portherpers, and the southerners
‘were in full retreat to their provinces,
by which the road to Berbera would
be open to my proceeding onwards.
Moredver, the renr traps had arrived
st Abi, by which accident everything
geemed to harmonise. This sounded
- very -cheering for the moment, but
goon }was damped again. I wanted
to move at once, and lose no time in
takipg full benefit of the opportunity
thus offered; but this, like every
" other proposal that 1 made, was im-
mediately checked by .a cruel device,
us unforeseen a8 it was objectionable.
Hassan had not come with the ponies;
I must, therefore, before advancing,
gend back to the farther frontier of
the Wardingalis to purchase by bills
on Aden, five ponies at thirty dol-
lars a-head, to be afterwards given
away’ in presents to chiefs on the
road for allowing me to pass through
their: territories, and this, at a mini-
mury’ calcalation, would oceupy e
fortpdght’s time, and even then I
should have to go single-handed
without a eervant, ipstrument, or
article of any bulk with me. Of course
this, a8 the Abban knew, I never
would consent to. . On no. account
would I suffer my being separated
from my men and property when the
time for my return to Berbera was so
close’at hand ; and, moreover, with-
out ‘the instruments, the journey
would be of no avail. Row suc-
ceedéd row when I pushed matters
closely ; the Abban sometimed af-
fected repentance, but more often be-
came' defiant, and forbade anybody’s
assisting me without his entire con-
sent... Such, in fact, were the effects
of these angry ebullitions of temper
on the minds of my people, that the
young Prince Abdullah, fearing to-be
witness to them any wore, took his
leave and departed home.
“3Lit—At length the rear traps
arrived, but one camel, having been
taken ill on the march this morning
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whilst coming’ fremn Abi, wag slaugh-
tered to *save” his flesh, and devoured
by my bungry men. As soon as
everything had arrived, and the men
were made aware of ‘my intention to
push forward, they requested their
discharge, affecting fear to .enter om
a strange land, but in reality seeing
I had no cloths left to pay them, as
afterwards trapepired. This deficiency
1 visited on the Abban, who, in try-
ing to excuse bimself for inefficiency
in his protectorship, meekly said he

had been grieved to see the very -

rapid decline of my property, but he
could not help it, as I had so many
thieves in my employ ! ! ! Mrs. Awado
came over from Birbamir, bringing 2
sheep and some ghee as a predent for
me; but I refused taking anything
from the relative of the Abban, and
this appéated to grieve her much.
She said she had heard of all my dis-
putes with Samater her son, and had
remonstrated with him ahout them;

he was a proud man, and led away

by vanity.  She could see his being at

variance with me would not end to

his advantage on his return to Aden,
and tried coaxing bim to journey with.
me; but at the same time told me
he would have to be well upon his
guard, as in former years he had
married clandestinely with & damsel
of the Rur Hamaturwa, a sub-tribe of
the Habr Gerhajis, who occupy the
hill-range overlooking Burder Heis ;
and her loss to those people would be
avenged at once, if he ever  came
within their power. The Rur Hama-

turwa bad heard gf my intention to

journey westwards, and would be in
readiness to descend- upon and inter-
cept our march, kill Samater, and

destroy the whole of ns; indeed, they”

had sent messages to that effect.

3d January—Daurisg these -last
three days I visited a ruined musjid
and a cemetery, which, though much
resembling the one at Rhut in every
respeet, was said to 'be.of more re-

cent origin, and built. by Mohammed-.
aps. On my walking amengst the

tombs, and inspecting the crosses® af

their heads, the interpreter rebuked,

me for sacrilegious motives, and.de-
sired me to come away, lest the Dal-

* From the presence of these crosses, it would appear as though in igndfégﬁ‘f!’e
hey hsad adopted the-emblgm of their Christian predecessors. PR

W
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bahantas ghould find it out, and be
angry with me. Besides this, I daily
tried to draw Samater, like a badger,
from his hut, which was four miles
distant from 1wy tent, but without
effect. He and his wife, two dwarf

.sisters (little bits of things, which,

the interpreter said, were too small
to be of any use fo man), and some
children, all lived together in a small
beehive hut, 80 low they had to crawl
in ou all-fours, and 8o small it was
marvellous how they eould tarn round
in it. ‘At length to-day he arrived
in a sullen angry mood, and said,

" haughtily, he was displeased at my

trying to force him into compliance,
asif I had the power to make him
move unless he chose. It was irpos-
sible to keep one's temper under such
constant provocation ; so I abused him
vehemently, and warned him off the
camp, again repeating he had abused
his: commission, as well as the Go-
vergment authorities who engaged
him,—and entreated he would “ get

‘away,” and let me take my chance of

proceeding how I could, for his pre-
sence simply made my position one
of purgatory. He laughed in scorn,
wishing to know if I thought I could
do soything without him,—and said

". he had only to turn his back an in-

staot, and the Dalbahantas were
ready to devour me. I still persist
ed; and then hesaid, “If you say
go once more, I will take you at your
word; and see you to the conse-
quences.” My resolution was fixed ;
for I plainly saw I could not by any
possibility be worse off He now
tried frightening me- by, assembling
the Dulbahantag to econfirm his
words, making them say tbey ouly
permitted my residence there out of
the “love they bore to their brother
Samater, and that they certainly
would kill me if he once left the
place. They did not fear guns. The
English could not reach them; be-
sides; their fathers bad driven Chris-
tiang from these lands; and if an
army was to attack them, they would
agsemble so many cavalry, and ride
in such rapidity around them, - that
their guoners could take no sim ip
eonsequence of the clouds of dust
which this feat would occasion. In
addition to this, they thought the
English only efficacious behind walls;

else, why did they not take revenge
upon the Arabs at Lehaj, two years
ago, for the murder of an officer?
They had often heard of their threat-
eniog and preparing to do it, but
somehow they never carried their
intention into execution. I treated
these vain bombastic words with the
contempt which they deserved,—but
said, I only wanted Samater to take
me on, or otherwise to leave me to
my fate. They then tried weaken-
ing my party by bribing Farban to
side with them and leave; but the
noble-hearted Seedi disclosed their
treachery, and gallantly said he ~
‘would share misfortunes with me,
and fight, if- necessary, to the last
extremity.  Imam, tame-hearted In-
dian, got in a dreadful fright, and
implored I would compromise the
matter ; for by this time all the ca-
mels had been driven away; and the
Warsingalis moved off with Sama-
ter, saying I brought the ruptare by
my obstinacy on my own head; and
a3 soon ag they were out of sight,
the Dulbahantas would walk in and
kill us all in a heap. I then loaded
all the guns, and, giving one to each
of the servants, sat on the boxes
waiting to see the upshot. T was
clearly outmanceuvred — unable to
move or get anything—but still ‘'was,
to use their own expression, “ Obsti-
nate.”” Aftér - proceeding a certain.
distance, the retiring band, with Sa-
mater at their head, sitting fully
equipped -with spear and shield on’
hig war-steed, came to a halt, and
invited the interpreter to meet them,
presuming, they said, there might be
some mistake, and therefore wished
to open negotiations afresh. Sama-
ter then .gave me back my own
words, saying, ¢ If the Salib would
only say -he wished me to take him
tos Berbers, I will give some small
presents to the Agils of the Dalba-
hantas as a passport for him, and
proceed at once;” for they were only
endeavouring to feel my disposition
towards them, and did not inteod
desertion, if [ was not irredeemably
incensed against them. They then
came back, and work began afresh,
by the distribution of presents, which,
a8 is usual when no man can bear to
see the smallest trifle slip from his
grasp to be given to another, was a
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matter/ of no small difficalty in ad-
justing? If the Dulbabantas did not
succeed. in skinning me of all my
effects,! they nvaturally thought the
next tribe would; and a whole day
was copsumed in wrangling and dis-
puting” how much they should get.
This ended by my giving obe mus-
ket, thirteen tobes, and my reserve
silk tutban ; and now X was at liberty
to quit Jid Ali.

11thi—At 10 a.m. we were loaded,
and commenced the journey west-
ward ;. whilst the Abban said he
would bid his friends adieu at home,
and bring five horses with him to

Biyn Hablé,. where he would meet-

- us on the following day. The track
led us across a flat alluvial plain, still
in. thevalley, which was well covered
with a thick growth of acacias, and
dry short grass, nipped short by cattle.
After walking five miles, we arrived
at our:destination, not far from & well,
and wade a ring-fence of .prickly
boughs, . .

Here for the last time I boiled the
thermometer, to ascertain the alti-

tude of ‘the plateau along my line of

marchy and found its aversge height
was 3913 feet: the minimum, at
Rbut “Tug, being 3077 feet—and the
mazximum, at Yubbé Tug, 4498 feet.

The following day two Dulbahan-
tas paid us a visit, and demanded to
know by ‘whose authority we had
come upon their grounds; we were
trespassers, and must pay our foot-
ing. The ground was theirs; and
they recognised .no suthority over
them, . What Ibad given at the last
place was no concern of theirs, but I
must give them also a quantity of
cloth equivalent to it. This beipg
refused as a preposterous imposition,
they tarned bastily awsy, and, toss-
ing their heads, said, I might soon
expectto see them again in larger
numbers, -when they . would help
themselves. Moreover, for my satis-
faction; they could assure me that a
. number of men, who had Iearned
which road 1 was bent on travelling,
were fast gathering: on abead, to op-
pose my advance. In the evening
the Abban arrived, bringing only two
povies with him.

17th.~It would be needless to re-
count-all the varied incidents of the
next five days which were wasted

bere, by the thousand and ore ‘stories
which the Abban produced to fritter
away my time near his home, and
filch me out of my property. The
time bad pow arrived when by. ap-
pointment I should have been at
Berbera; and as I was not then
awsare at what time the fair usually
broke up, I felt much afraid of being
too Jate to join my ecompanions.
Sometimes” Samater raised my bopes
by saying be would certainly proceed
on a certain date; and when that
day arrived, it was deferred again,
but not without severe rows, so much
in aecordance with the past ones as
to be unworthy of repetition. Obe
day we were ready, and T wag to
pass through any.people that might
full in the way by giving large cre-
dits on Aden under -his- security,
when the tide was turped again in
another. moment by the arrival of
some accomplices, who dropped in
like upexpected evils, to say the
southern -Dulbabaptas. had gained a
great victory,- slanghtering men and

cattle, and the road to Berbera would’

be thronged with people; so that ad-
vance would be impossible for the
present. This was a settler to
my westward march; and now-1
thought of escaping from this land
of robbers by turning vorthwards,
and marching over the hills to' Bun-

der Heis, where. I could -either .

ship off, or march along the coanst to
Berbera. L

Negotiations were then set on foot.

with the Rer Hamaturwa, and seve-
ral of their agils came at my bidding;
but were as implacable about oblig-
ing a stranger as apy of their neigh:
bours. The whole distance was not

three days’ travel ; still they said'I -
should not see their country, and -
acknowledged themselves a - lawless.

band, who wounld tske . everything
from me if I ventured there; adding;
if the Warsingalis and Dulbabantas,
who were stronger than themsélves;
would only withdraw from -me, ‘one.
day, they would come 'down at once;
and demolish my whole camp, - They
then demanded cloths for the troubld

‘I had given them, but, not receiving -

apy, retired in huge disgust. 0
18th.~—In final despair I *faced
about, and marched north-easterly,

by & new route, to. reach; Bunder
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(Goree again, to ship for Aden, ag
there only could I be certain of find-
ing avessel ‘to convey me over the
Gulf. ;: After six miles' march across
the head of the valley, we arrived
at . Mirhiddo XKraal, on elevated
ground, and found a large party as-
sembled there. Some- of them were
the Rer Hamaturwa, with whom I
tried again for permission to cross
their hills, but this time by the gap
at the head of the valley in front of
Bunder Jedid. This they were ready
to permit, and give secarity of pas-
sage to .my people, if T gave them
all my remaining clotbs ; but they
thought I sbould. not find a vessel
there, which settled the question, I
had no time to Jose, and, moreover,
should save my cloths by continuing
on the line I was travelling. For
though I should bave to cross the
hills where they were occupied by
the Habr Gerbajis, in the new way
my trafk would pass so near to the
Warsiogali frontier, that tribe wouald
not have strength enough to demand
anything from me, and passport fees
are only given in such places as
strength prevails, The other people
I met: here were some Dulbahantas

. armiog for the fight. They said they

.were 74000 strong in cavalry, and

* were “ slanghtering sheep wholesale

for provision on the road. Each man
earried a junk of flesh, a skin of
water, and a little hay, and was then

ready for a long campaigh, for they-

were not soft like the Eoglish (their
general boast), who must have their
daily food; they were hardy enough
to work without eating ten days in
succession, if the emergency required
it/ Here a second camel was on the
point of dying, when his flesh was
saved from becoming carrion by &
.Enife being passed across his throat.*

21st,—The Abban slipped away on
the 19th, when I was out specimen-
hunting, and would not cowe again
till to-day, and then even returned
to give his wife a last salute, permit-
ting me to advance to a watercourse
called Hanfallal, whilst he would
join me on the following day. This
day we accomplished ten miles, and
madé’'a kraal about four miles north
" of otit old lioe of march.
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22d.—As the Abban did not keep

his promise, and none of us knew the
road, I now tried to prevail on his
mother Awado, who was tending
her flocks' close by, to be my guide,
which sbhe readily consented to do, as
she wag anxious herself to go to
Bunder Goree. The water found
bere was in a circalar cleft of lime-
stone, sixty feet below the surface,
which was so small, only obe person
at a time could descend to it; and
the supply was so limited, I was
obliged. to keep my men down there
all night, to be the first for drawing
in the morning. Gazelles were very
abundant, and in'\the evening we
were visited by a very singular-look-
ing animal, which unfortunately I
could not get a shot at. It was a
little less in size than the Durwa
hyena, bat inclined rather more, in
its general shape, to a wolf than a
byena. The body was a pure black,
like the black Tibet wolf, but the
tail was tipped with white. 1 am
not aware that this animal bas ever
been described. - ‘

23d.—At the wusual starting-hour
the Abban arrived, with two ponies
belonging to his brother-in-law, Ha- -
sayn Ali, but which he tried to
pass off as his own, being ever
*very anxions to make me believe he
was a large stock proprietor, to mag-
nify ‘his importance. But, uofortu-
nately for him, the interpreter, who
was as treacherous a man ag any .of
the breed, although he offen con-
founded me by, his innate deceit, also
peached at times upom his brother
Samater. The Abban, on seeing his
mother equipped and ready on her
donkey to. go with me, scolded her
heartily for presuming to undertake
the journey without his leave, and
sent her home faster than she came.
We now cofimenced the march, and
travelled five .miles diagonally across
some low spurs of. hilly and en-
camped in the evening in a broad,
deep, dry nullah, at a place called
Dalmallé, We brought water with
ug, and fortunate it was so, for noue
could be found enywhere near the
- camp. :

o4th.—We started early in the
morning, ascendiog the hill-range by

# The old Mosaic law again prohibiting blood to be eaten.
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s steep winding footpath wp one of
its ridges, which, in respeet to its
barrenness and soil, resembled the
descent I had from Yafir. After
completing eleven miles’ march, the
caravan crested’ the hill opposite
Ras* Galwénee, travelled a short
wayion the flat of the summit, and
encamped in the evening amongst
soweé-thick jungle oo its north or

seaward side, at a kraal called Go-.

bamiré, Immediately on arriving,
a8 we commenced to unload the ca-
mels;ia number of men who were ocecu-
pyiog that district—the Urus Sagé
section' of the Habr Gerbajis tribe
—seized the camels by their. heads,
and “demanded their customary fees,
at the same time boisterously gesti-

- culating that they would help them-

selves if their request was not com-
plied:with. Farhan enjoyed the row
in the boisterous characteristic man-
ner of a seedi, began dancing franti-
cally:the negro war-dance, cocking his
gun,‘and pointing it at everybody by
turng; whilst Samater and the other
Woarsingalis began thuwping them
with their clubs; and swearing a fear-
ful vengeance would be wrought upen

. them: by their tribe, who were living

within an hour or.two's call, should
they:not desist. The fact was, my
meo . knew their power here, and,
.guided only by avimal passions, en-
‘Joyed:showing it. The poor discom-

- fited " Urus Sagé vow slunk off like

defeated dogs, or schoolboys return-
ing from = fight, just wishing to
know if they were only to be consi-
dered. in the light of women, who
could: not maintsin their own right,
and, Bnarling and spnappiog, threat.
ened /they would return again in
stronger force before the morning.
‘We then unloaded; and lay-to for the
night: Immediately on reachbing the
top of this range, a most interesting
and novel sight was presented to our
view.. We stepped in one instant
from constant sunshine into constdnt
clouds, and saw what accounted for
the depse verdure of the north,. as
well a3 the extreme barrenness of the

. south side of the hills. For two

months we had not seen the vestige
of a cloud, or felt a drop of rain, and
now we were at once launched into

the middle ofs the ¢ Dairti” or north:

east monsoon, which had been pour- :

ing for some time previously against
the' porth face of the mountain, and
was arrested there by it. It re.
minded me at once of that marked
phenomenon with which all travel-
lers in the Himayala Mountaing, who
spend their “hot-weather” seasonat

Chini, on the banks of the Sutlege

river, to escape rain, must be ac-
quainted, when the clouds of the
great Indian monsoon envelop all
the mountain-range for months to-
gether on the weather or sonth-west
side, and hang suspended on the top
of a high hill in sight of that place,
but never pass over, looking as if ‘the
mountain ‘'was too bigh to be sur-
mounted by them, when trying to
reach the dry plateaux of Tibet. The
clonds -were rolling in thick succes-
give volumes at our feet, and obscured
the view below us, '

- 25th—We . were -detained uniil
noon in consequence- of the Abban's
ponies, which had gone astray, and
until then could not be found. ' In
the meanwhile the Urus Sagé camé
again, and tried to prevent us load-

ing, on the same plea es yesterdsy,

but without effect; but whlen we
were starting, a compromise was
effected on condition they would es-
cort us down the hill and guide the
way. The road was steep and very
slippery, so that the camels could
“hardly get along, and this was far-
ther increased by. the thick strong
green jungle-bushes, as well as rocks
and other difficulties: incidental :.to
mountain travelling with sueh large
and ungainly animals-as laden camels:
At the fourth mile we found. a. Jarge
roomy cave under a rock, apd put-ap
for the night. -Sheep had been kept

here, and the place was so full of,

fleas that the ground. was  literally
browned with them. I nevér saw
such an astonishing quantity congre-
gated in one place ; but we soon dis

posed of them by burning certain -

boughs, which- the. Somalis - justly
said was a- specific remedy againsy
them, o SRR

26th and 27th.—During these two:

days we. descended by a .tortuous:
winding footpath under no .mean

* Rasg means point or headland.- ar
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difficulties, and finally arrived, after
twelve miles’ marching, at a place
called Hundurgal, situated in the
hollow of a watercouse which di-
vides the Warsingali from the Habr
Grerhsjis frontiers, and trapsmits its
waters to the Gulf at Ras Galwénee.
Daring the journey the Somalis
pointed out some of their richest
gum-trees, of which the finest in
order is a species of frankincense,
called by them Falafala, or Luban
Méti. ‘The gum of this tree is espe-
cially valued by the Somali women
for fumigating purposes, which they
apply to their bodies by sitting over
it, when’ ignited, in the same manper
ag Cashmeres sit over their little
charcoal-pots to keep themselves

" warm when resting on their travels.

"They enshroud themselves in a large
wrapper; place a pot with the burn-
ing gum between their legs, and allow
the- perfame to rise to every portion
of their body simultaneously. We
gave our guides five cloths for escort,
and sent them away. ° )

I was informed by my men -that
under lee of Rag Galwénee there is a
better harbour than any on the whole
coast-line, having deep water close
in to the shore, but, being a neutral
ground, the Warsingalis will not
allow anybedy -to occupy it. They
don’t allow the Habr Gerhajis to do
8o, a3 they would monopolise the
trade ; and they won’t take it them-
eelves, ag their sultan sagely remarks
it would, draw all their force to one
side of their possessions, and thus
leave the other exposed to attack
from the Mijjarthaines. Now the
Dulbahaotas are obliged to come to
Bunder Goree if they want to traffic
with outer pations, but were the
Habr Gerhajis at Galwénee, this cus-
tom would be drawn from them,

28th.~—The inexpressible delight I
felt ot snuffing the fresh sea-air, and
being comparatively free from the
tyranny of my persecutor Samater,
.was truly indescribable; and I felt
80 impatient to end this useless jour-
ney, and join my friends for the larger
and wore promising one, 1 could
bardly restrain my spirits. I stepped
out before the caravan was ready,

" and began the journey alone, when

presently a rapid fire, the discharge
of a six-barrel revolver, attracted my

attention. This was done by the
Abban, who said, whilst travelling
there his life was in jeopardy from
the Habr Gerhdjis, in counsequence
of an old feud be had contracted with
them, and for which reason they had
forbidden this road to him. He
thought to frighten them by the re-
port of firearms, but it seemed to
have the opposite effect, for many
men at once gathered around the
caravan, and for the time being pre-
vented its ownward course. As usual,
they wanted me not only to pay for
travellibg in their country, but to -
liquidate their claim oh the Abban, as
I had brought him thete, and only out
of consideration for the respect they
felt towards me, they permitted his
passage’ in safety. They might as
well have tried to skin a flint as ob-
tain anything from me, and 1 told
them go, for Samater had fleeced , me
of all my effects, This parley con-
cluded, we travelled on without any
forther  molestation, and, crossing
over the foot of some low spurs, ar--
rived at poon in a brosd watercourse
on the maritime plain to eat some
breakfast, Here I shot and stoffed
a very interesting rat, with a bushy
tail, very much resembling the little -
gilléri squirrel of the Indian plains,
but plumper in face and body, like &
recently born rabbit. . I bad seen
many, of them in rocks about the
hill's side, but until now had not
secured a good specimen. This inte-
resting little apimal has since been
compared by Mr. Blyth, curator of
the Asiatic Society, Caleutta, and de-
termined to be a new genus, and was
named by him Pectinator Spekei.
Lieutenant Cruttenden, by his Somali
paper, published in the 19th wol. of
the Royal Geographical Society, from
which 1 have availed myself to-en-
rich these pages in many respects,
appears to have met with them, but

.congidered them to be genuine squir-

rels. Again-at this place I saw those

large, black canine animals with

white-tipped tail, but could not get

a shot : there werethree hunting - to-

gether, like jungle dogs in India.

After refreshing ourselves we resumed
the march, and travelled along the

sandy shore eastward to a halting-

place, called Farjeh, completing a

march of twelve miles. ’
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29¢th.—This day we completed our
journey by marching into Goreeat,
when I again took occupation of the
oldfort. An apswer from the Go-
verbment at Aden to my appeal
against the Sultan and Abban had
pow. arrived, and affected Samater
severely. He was ready to sink into

_the éarth, and said to me, “ Ob, why
did you not whip me when I was in
fanlt? T could bave horne that well,
but writing to the English at Aden
is more than I can bear. What will
be :the consequences now if I retarn
to “Aden?” I said I could not an-
swer for it, as it was now beyood my
eontrol, and if he went over there he
must take hig chance; but I strongly
advised his pot going at all. “In-
deed,” T said, “I wish yow. would
depart from me at once. From the
firsf, I told you I was -obliged, by
order, to write accurate accounts of
evérything as they happened, and
the:Boglish, as you havée ‘often said
yourself, are remarkable for not tell-
ing lies.” The Sultan, into whose
banids the letter first went, would
not' show himself, but remained in
the distant juogles, although I sent
repeatedly for him to converse con-
. cerning Samater.

The buggalow in, which I came
from Aden was now anchored in
Bunder Goree. It had made a voy-
age somewhere in the meanwhile,
but- the captain had been afraid to
go to Aden in coasequence of the
salt. question, in which Samater had
made him confederate, fearing lest I
might have since written to the au-
thorities there about it. However, I
now wanted to hire it again, and made
gundry overtures to the captain, who
at ‘first showed a dispogition to treat,
hoping thereby I should forgive him;
but -he was finally "hindered from do-
ing 8o by the insidious machinations
of ‘Samater, who doubtless was afraid
by:.this means of collecting at Aden
more witnesses against himself. Sa-
mater now saw his position clearly,
and -must havé felt equally with my-
gelf it was a great pity the letter of
reproof from the Brigadier of Aden®
did not arrive sooner, and keep him
on'a course of rectitude, for he was

[Juneh

obliged to return to Aden and take
his chance, as there he bhad not only
a wife and family, but Aden was the
headquarters of all his mercantile
transactions. I was pow dreadfully .
impatient to get away, but day by
day I had to suffer disappointment.
I was assured by Samater he was
doing” everything in his power to
facilitate it, and as often told by the
interpreter, when he had gone away,
that he was doing wvothing of the
sort, but, on the contrary, had sent
to the iaterior to get three ponies,
which would make five with what he
had, the complement required by
Lieutenant Burtop, to mnke a pre-
sent to him on arrival, as a bribe to
overlook his faulte. I besought he
would desist from this hopeless spe-'
cnlation, as time was now more pre-
cious than any other matter. Still
he persisted, and-in a fortnight's time
the animalg arrived, and “then, with-'
out- further trouble, we chartered a
vessel for. thirty-five dollars, twelve
times the fare 1 paid for coming over,
with the whole vessel to myself; aod -
embarked with eight camels and five
ponies on the 15th February 1855.
After five days' sailing we anchored
in the Aden harbour, and no sooner
did the “let go the anchor” sound,
than, Somali fushion, overjoyed at my
release from three and' a half months’
persecations, I planged a header into
the sea, and hastily. swam ashore to
hurry off and meet old friends, :
After the first greetings were ovgr,.

and I bad delivered for report all 'r‘niy, ] A
b

sketch-notest of . the journey, as we

a8 maps and collections, which latter
was sent to the -public musenm in
Caleutta, & discussion took, place for.
disposing . of the Abban, who, I now
found out, was not singnlar in. the
way of treating his clients, for Lien-

tepant. Herne had been writing over..

complaiats constantly about 'bis man.
I was averse to taking revenge from
thesimple fact of having brought him:
over; but my commandant .thoughé
otherwise, and . that be had better be
punished, if for no other reason than
to set & good moral example to the
others. . I

* Then changed to Colonel Coghlan,

4 These notes were reported in an Appendix in the First Fooisleps. in East,.Afr'ica;

. Against my/inclination I was ap. .

by Lieut. BURTON, with his other reports of this expedition.
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pointed to be Samater's prosecutor,
and with my servants as witnesses, a
verdict of guilty was speedily effected

against him in the Aden Pulice Court, -

which ended by his being condemped
to prison for & period of two months,
and to pay the sum of 200 rupees, or,
failing to do that within the given
time, he would be further subjected
to imprisonment, with hard labour,
six months more, and was to be ban-
ished with his family for ever after
the present punishment should cease.
I now advised Lieutepant Barton,

after my late defeat in travelling,

that it would be highly essential to
the ‘Buccess of the great expedition
that we should be escorted by some
Somalis picked from the Aden police
force, as by this means alone should
we have men on whom we.could de-
pend. He!also was aware of this

S

fact, from baving been successfully
taken himself into Harar by one of
that corps; but, unfortunately for
us, there were none to spare.

Though the Somalis are rare black-
guards in most respects, there are
some traits in their character which
have always won me to them. They
love freedom and liberty, aod enjoy
a jolly row, added to which they are
always in good spirits. In my bumble
opinion they would make first-rate
Gorilla soldiers for Aden, if armed ~
and trained to shoot with good ritles,
and not restrained to wearing any
perticular clothes, or confined to
steady - marching drills. The¢y have
a pational aotipathy to thé Arabs,
from being their elder brothers, and
would glory in having scrimmages
with them.

(T be continued.)

)
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PART V,

CHAPTER XVIL—THE SPIDER AND THE FLY.

Norwitasranping the urgent en-
treaties of Carlton, I persisted in de-
clining to take up my residence under
his roof. " In coming to that deter-
mipation I was influenced by two
reasons. In the first place, I antici-
pated -that the approaching winter
would be one of hard work and
study; things which can Hhardly
be undertaken and steadily carried
through, unless one is absolutely
master of his own time and motions.
However zealous and determined you

‘may be in: the prosecution of a task,

however religiously you may refrain
from the ordinary seductions of so-
ciety, youtare liable to the most
grievous interruptions, and will frit-
ter away much valuable time, if you
do not possess the meaps of insuring
at will the most perfect and unbroken
seclusion. Now, seclusion i3 a thing
not {o be bad, when two. young men
with similar tastes, and with a strong
mutual liking, reside together. The
day begins with breakfast, some

pleasant talk, - the perusal of the .
paper, and s cigar, during which pae-
times an hour or two insensibly glide
away; and then, if the weather be
fine, the idler or more unoccupied of
the twain proposes a stroll, or a visit
to some object of interest, which the
other has rarely strength of mind to
resist. For oftentimes, and in some
moods, all kind of work is abborrent
tous; and we. are too glad to em-
brace even the flimsiest excuse for
escaping from what may be a posi-
tive duty, But, supposing that this
temptation is overcome, and thbat the
remainder of the forenocon..is dedi-
cated to work, there must be a cer-
tain space allowed for exercise, after
which comes dinner, either at home
or abroad. A certain genial lassitude
is felt, which, combined with the de-
lugive thought that we have already
done a good day’s work, indisposes
us from forther labour; and the re-
sult is that we find ourselves .in the
theatre, or the opera, or some other
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ADEN.

/Tars was the climax of my first
proceedings with Africa. :

‘Lieutenants - Stroyan and Herne
were now both employed- at Berbera
or. in its vicinity, The former had
been meking slight exeursions in-
land, shooting, and had killed three
e]epham;s whilst the ldtter was pur-
chasing bag age-cattle for the exper
dition trapsport. After enjoying a
short repose in civilised life, I again
felf restless, and proposed a move to
proceed thither in order ‘to  assist
Lieutenant Herne in “completing the
degired complement-of ‘animals. * - This
at: once met the views’ of our com-
mandant, who,  doubting ‘whether
Bérbera could supply a sufficiént nam-
ber of beasts of burden ‘of itself,
asked me to ctoss over the Gulf and

see what -I ‘could do’at Kurrum, to ®

keep in communiGation with Herne,
aid as soon as’T hiad got enough, to
march with them along the sea-shore
to' Berbera. -

‘Nothmg could have suited me
better. 1 saw before me, by this
measure, active employment wuntil
the - breaking. up of the Berbera
fair.”

/A kind friend (Lleutenant Dansy
of the Bormbay .army, Yaté' Assistant
Political Agent of Aden, who knew
the characters of all the Somalis
well) offered to procure me a man as
guide and interpreter who ‘had for-
merly performed, during the time

of  his appoint‘menb ‘some  political

gervice in the Somali country, with
great credit both to his mission and
himself. In consequence of this he
was nicknamed el Balyuz, or the' Am-
bagsader.

Balynz was a clever Hindostani
scholar, and, as I ultimately found,
possessed such an hohesty of purpose
and straightforwardness of character,
asrendered him a perfect rare avis
amongst all Somali. He was of the
Mijjarthayne tribe. Travelling in his

i

company,. after my experiences with

. Bamater .and. Ahmed, was verily a

loxury, I parted with him at the
termination of the expedition with
pure feelings of affection.

Lieutenant Burton now conceived
the idea of suppressing the system of
Abbanship,. thinking, as the Somalis
had access to Aden without any im-
post, Englishmen ought to enjoy a
corresponding freedom to travel in
Somali Land, This perhaps was
soarcely the right time to dictate a
policy which at once would be dis-
tasteful 4s well as injurious (in a
monetary sense) to the people with
whom 'we were about to travel, and
with whom it way highly essential to
our interest to be on the most friendly
terms.

Inow applied. to the Government’

for some Somali policemen, but un-
fortunately there were then'too few
hands present to carry on the duties
of the office, and T conld not hive
them. .1 therefore engaged, by the
orders of Llentenant Burton, a dozen
men of varions races (Egyptians,

. Nubians, Arabs, and Seedis), to. form

an escort, and armed- them with my
sabres and muskets. - They wers all
raw recriits, and unaccustomed to
warfare. SmIl ‘wé conld get no others.
With s little ‘practice they learnt to
shoot at & maﬂc with " tolerable ac-
curacy.

- Seven of these men, together with
the eight camels. I brought across
from Bunder Goree, were despatched
direct to Berbora, whilst the remain-
ing five, and some ponies I purohased
in Aden, remained with me. I then
took 2 bag of dollars-for purchasing
camels; some dates and rice for the
consumption of the party; and with
the ',Bafyuz and the old servants,
Imam the butler, and Farhan the
gamekeeper, all was -ready for my
second adventure on the 20th Feb-
raary, 1855,
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2lst Febma/rg/, 1855.—Having en-
geged a buggalow and stowéd away
all the traps, I embarked in the even-
-ing;. weighed anchor, and set sail.
Even before we could sail out of the
harboury-the first row commenced.
The Nakhuda - (captain), as is often
the: case in these primitive,countries,
kept: no-regular sailors, but trusted
to finding men, desirous of going to
‘their..conntry, 'who would work his
« vessel for him~—all Somalis being by
nature sailors.
- The.sailors he had now on board
. were of .the Habr Gerhajis and Habr
Teljala tribes, who occupy the coast-
line ‘near Kulrum, and had waited
the opportunity of obtaining a pass-
. age over there in company with me.
They. were_ all dreadfuily uproarious,
and would not by any persnasion on
my part: keep- quiet. On inquiring
fram' the Balyuz the cause of their
. violent disoussions, he informed me
- they, were drawing lots to see who
shonld be: my . Abban, and those of
the seven’ foreigners I had with me.
The:bare idep. of eight Abbans: was
00,/ dmulous, :md; their persistency
yondiss: joke. L instantly
drdered the-iail 540, be bauled down,
and had:-my.jnstractions about Ab-
baris - proclaimed to the whole.crew :
‘that the :Balyuz was my Ras Qafilay
and the other-foreigners my protect-
org. If they determined on wrang-
ling any more, I should ’bont ship
andgettle $he difference. with them
in.,a.less. eeremonions manner inthe
harbour: -+ This. effectually stopped
their! tonglies,, and- we again pro-
cesded on - the Jjourney. After two
entife- days'  esiling across the Gulf
with:variable and gentle breezes, we
Arrived wat our: «déstination, Kurrum,
in:ssfetyy on the third evening, ‘the
94th February,and at once sent some
 Governnient letters .to the Agils, or-
dering -their -attendance, -and. to pro-
claim:publicly the natore of my busi-
nesgyin-order: that. camels might be
brought ‘for sale. I found all the
people éxtremely-obliging; they tried
t0:;make my, residence: as comfortable
a5+ they conld ;- showed me. great de-
ferenice - bécause I.was an Epglish-

LEAVE ADEN FOR KURRUM.

man, and Dbrought their camels
readily, though, of course, as might
be expected they were canny in
their mode -of dealing, trying to
dispose of their worst animals first,

and asking prices much above the
market tariff. . For poor animals
they asked from four to five and &
half dollars, which, though not a
third of the price I paid in the War-
singali eountry, was full price for the
finest animals at Berbera. Berbera
during the fair time 5 undoubtedly
the cheapest pldce to purchase camels
in of all the coast-line, and the far-
ther you leave it the more expensive
animals become, increasing in price
at the same ratio as the extent of
distance. Whilst halting here- I
heard for the first tiine of the exist-
ence of the Victoria Nyanza, my dis-
covery of which I described in my
former paper in the Magazine in Oc-
tober last.” The people described its
dimensions as equal in extent to the
Gulf of Aden, and further alluded to
its being navigated by white men.
None of the men present had beéen
there to see it, though it was cur-
rently known as a positive fact
amongst them. I did not believe the
story.in the light they expressed it,

supposing they confounded an inland
sea for the Western or Atlantic
Ocean. Colonel Rigby, H.B.M. Con-
sul at Zanzibar, tells me he also
heard: of this lake when he was tra-
velling in this country some years*
previously. It is strange this story
was mnever published earlier. The
white navigators alluded to are evi-
dently the expeditionists who wenf
up the White Nile about twelve or
fourteen years ago, and the Nile and
lake have been .confounded for one
water in the transmission of the in-
telligence, though both were seen.

. The minds of the Kurrum people
seemed -greatly discomposed . about
varicus rumours which -they heard.
One was, that the English intended
to suppress the slave trade, and they
wished me to tell them if such was
not a fact—saying it would be unjust
for us to do so, as slaving was an ac-
knowledged right given them in the
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Holy Secriptures, and handed down
by their Russil Mahamed.

The other bugbear which alarmed
them was a report that the Eunglish
intended either to take possession of
Berbers, or that they would give it
to Sharmarky.

The village of Kurrum consisted of
a single fort and a large collection of
mat huts, all' grouped together, and
was situated close to the shore. The
maritime plain consisted of sandy-
brown soil, very uninteresting, with
searcely any vegetation growing on
it, and was here only about half a
mile broad. The hills in the back-
ground were very insignificant, not
half so high as any I had seen, and
were dull and brown, like those one
sees when travelling down the Red
Sea. The people say that in its re-
cesses and ravines acacias and other
gum-trees grow as they do elsewhere.
Gum only exudes in the dry hot sea-
son; and the confined air in the
ravines is described as being so hot
that people can hardly stay there,
and many of the gum-pickers who
do become deaf in consequence of it.

The water which the villagers nsed
was 350 brackish as to be hardly
drinkable, I lived here five days,
enjoying sour camel’s milk, gossip-
ing with the natives, and roam-
ing about -the place. The differénce
between the life I was now living,
attributable prineipally to the saga-
city and good-heartedness of the Bal-
yuz, was. & charming contrast to my
wretched existence when with the
‘Warsingalis. I bought twenty-five ca-
*mels, at an avérage rate of five and a
half dollars a-head, and then stopped
purchasing, as I heard by letter from
Lientenant Herne he had-then got
nearly sufficient for 'our requirements,
~—that camels were very plentifal at
Berbera, and he was buying them at
5 oheaper rate than I could.

On the 29th February, at 4 P, I
broke ground with all my camels and
ponies, and commenoced the march on
Berbera. At sundown, after travel-
ling three miles slong the sea-shore,
we encamped in a watercourse called
Goldéra. The water we found here, in
3 little well in its bed, was deliciously
swoet—so pleasant after the brackish
Kerrum -wells. No one, not having
been deprived for a long time of the
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pure element, can conceive the greed
with which a man first plunges 'his
head into clear sweet water. It is
the natural fluid for man, and for no
other beverage does abstinence pro-
duce so keen an appetite.

The following morning, a little
after daybreak, the caravan was ready
and we soon got under weigh. Tra-
velling with' tedious slowness, aggra-
vated by the dreary mouotony of the
road and .the sandy plain, constantly
crossing dry, shallow water-courses,
lined on both sides by fringes of
stunted acacias or other salsolacions
plants, we :at last arrived at & bot
spring of sweet water, called Gola-
miro, and rested "here for several
hours during the-great heat of the
mid-day sun, ‘When the day became
cooler we resumed the march,” and
travelled until after -dark to a grazing-
ground ohe mile short -of Enterad,
and there spent the night. The far-
ther we travelled westwards, the
broader became the maritime plain,
and the richer its clothing of shribs
and grass. Besides the ordinary aca-
cias, which were finer and more
numerous, there were many patches
of the bastard cypress and tall rank
grasses growing on sandy - hillocks,
in-the same way as they do in India.
The Somalis exultingly pointed this
ont as a paradise, replete with every
necessary for life’s enjoyment, and
begged to know if the English had
any. dountry pastures like it, where
camels and sheep can ‘roam about the
whole year round without exhausting
i - '
. -81st.—To-day we made a short
warch, passing through Enterad, and
encamping on a grazing-ground one
mile to its westward. - The village,
as usual, was slose to the shere, for
the convenience of shipping. It is
not half .the ‘size of Kurrum, but
boasts of a fort of recent construction,
with.six rusty pieces of cannon lying
on the sand in front of it. An Agil
named Abdie, being chief of the place,
is ‘the -lordly proprietor of these in-
stroments of pEFENCE. On first en-
tering the place he advanced to re-
ceive me, -and politely said, * Had
you not dropped so saddenly in nupon
me this morning, it was my- intention
to have welcomed you with a royal
salute, for the honour you have done,
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as the representative of the English,
in paying me this visit.” This speech,
though showing what his feelings
were towards me, was obviously a
matter of simpie palaver; for, in the
first place, the guns could not have
possibly been fired without oceasion-
ing their total destruction ; anditwas
doubtfal if he possessed any powder.
‘Whilst sitting in his village, and
drinking a bowl of sour curd—ithe

- first thing always offered to a visitor

+ —7 observed a group of old men sit-
* ting, in hot diseussion on some knotty
% point, under the lee of the fort, and

¥ desired the' Balyuz to ascertain the

" parport of the arguments under de-

bate, as by their gesticulations I
could .plainly see it had some connec-
tien with my coming there. After
Joining them and listening some time,
he returned to say they.were discuss-
ing the possibility of. our expedition
ever reaching the Webb (River);*
1o go as far as Ugahden, they thought,
wag out of the question. Hearing
this, I went up to them, and asked
what reasons they had for thinking

- 80. They replied openly that the

Somal would stop us before we got
half-way. The Balyuz then inter-
posed, saying, “But the British are
strong, and can do anything they
like.,” Hearing this, they laughingly
replied, “ If the Somal camme down ‘to
fight, and then ran away back into

* the fastnesses of their hills, what

would the English do then, who can-

“* not live a day without drinking beer
“ gnd eating meat? whereas the Somal

can do very well without anything,

+ seldom requiring even water, and not
" more than one morsel of meat, for a

whole week together.” I concluded
the argument by saying—* Withott
any exertion on our parts, we could
eripple you at once; we have the
seaboard in our hands, and at any
moment could stop’ your trade; so
that neither grain nor clothing would
ever be supplied you; besides, if we
wished, we could take quiet ocoupa-
tion of your hills and watering-places
and then what weuld become of you #”
The. sages mildly 'shook their heads,
and said the English were indeed
Shaitans devils), and that they had
never looked at their position in that

light before. I then.repaired to the
camp, and found the caftle, as usual,
gone out to graze, under charge of
their drivers and two soldiers. In
the evening, when the anirnals were
brought home to be picketed, one
pony. and one camel were found
wanting. ’

I sent men immediately to track
the missing ones down, when it was
discovered, by foot-prints, that some
savages had singled them out from
the herd, had driven them gently into
a deep ravine, and when there out of
gight had hurried them off in speed.
to the hills lying beyond the plain.
This open plunder on the coast, where
British apthority seemed to, prevail,
was monstrous. I summeoned Abdie,
as chief of the place, told him the
whole story, and demanded that he
would produce the missing animals
immediately, as it was impossible for
him not to be cognisant of the trans-
action. He said he did not then
know who had stolen them, but I
might rest satisfied he would find out
by the morning, and they should be
returned intact. He assured me he
was lord of all he surveyed, and his.
power was infinite within the limits
of his clan, The same night he
brought back the pony, and said he
would produce the camel in the morn-
ing. 1 believed he had played this
trick himself to show the effect of
his power, and so did the Balyuz;
but he said he had been obliged fo
pay ten dollars to the thief before he
would give it up.. I now demanded
he would produce the thief for trial,
suspecting that thief to be himself,
but he said he could not. ~ This reply
made the Balyuz knowingly cock his
eye. The next day, as the camel did
not come by noon, I wrote a letter
to Aden reporting the circumstance,
and begging some retribution would
be taken from the Agil, as it was
obvious to any man who knows these
savages, that Abdie could.not have
been ignorant of one single feature
in the whole of .these transactions.
Though the loss was small, I did not
think it of little importance, as it
remained a precedent, if overlooked,
for the committal of greater deeds.
And the place being a port, was open

* What river they alluded to I could not understand.-
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to the exaction by blockade of any
fines, which, without doubt, is the
true way to make Somalis feel.

During that day and the succeed-
ing one we travelled along the coast
to Legareh, a small dilapidated fort,
standing alone without any other
habitation, as if only intended for a
traveller’s lodge. Near it was an old
well, said to be of antique construc-
tion, sunk by the former occupants
of the land. As we increased our
distance westwards, the nraritime
plein  also enlarged, and was
bounded to the southwards by small
irregularly-disposed hills, all brown
and dreary-looking as before. To
judge from the quantity of vegeta-
tion, it would appear that water is
nearer the surface here than else-
where, though there was none of any
importance to. be seen. These few
marches, slight as they were, served
to prove the stamina of the soldiers,
and showed the Seedis to have twice
the heart and bottom of the Egyptians,
who snccumbed at once to the influ-
ences of the sun and fatigue of
warching, '

8d April—The caravan broke
ground at 2 A, and after travel-
ling over much the same ground as
yesterday, nearly the whole day long
without passing a single habitation,
arrived in the  evening at Berbera.
Here I was warmly met by my
foture travelling companions, Lieu-
tenants Herne and Stroyan, and be-
gan again a social life of great enjoy-
ment. Berbera was in the plenitude
of its prosperity. Its market was
full of life and bustle, and the har-
bour was full of native oriental craft.
Our camp was pitched on a little

.rise in the land, facing the east and

overlooking the fair. Our tents,
threer in number, were formed in
line, Lieutenant Stroyan's on the
right, Lieutenant . Herne’s in the
centre, and mine on the left flank,
about & dozen yards apart. Lieute-
nant .Herne had procured his fair
share of animals, and we mustered
from forty to fifty camels and six or
seven ponies and mules, including
those I brought. These at night-
time were all tethered in-front of
our tents, and guarded by a sentry.
During the day, they were always
sent out to graze under an escort of

soldiers, with Somali archers to look
after them. The boxes, pack-saddles,
and grain were placed between the
central tent and mine, whilst the
dates and more precious cloths I
kept underneath my tent. Ineluding
ourselves, servants, guards, and
camel-tenders, we mustered in all
about forty souls; amongst these
were the two Abbans of Lieutenants
Herne and Stroyan, who, now matters
had gone so far, could not prudently
be dispensed with, but my man, the
Balyuz, was considered chief, or Ras
Cafila. -

During the four days succeeding
my arrival, I inspected the fair and
shipping. The marketplace was sup-
posed to contain upwards of 60,000
people, Banyans from Cutch and
Aden, Arab merchants and Somalis,
who had been gradually flocking in
from about the.15th November ; and
as they arrived, erected mat huts as
booths for carrying on their barter-
ing trade. According to Lientenant
Herne’s investigations, the Somalis
took coarse cloths, such as American
and English sheeting, black and in-
digo-dyed. stuffs, and cotton nets
(worn by married women generally
to encase their hair), small bars of
iron and steel, as well as”zinc and
lead; beads of various sorts, and
dates and rice. In exchange for
these, they exported slaves, cattle,
gums of all sorts, ghee, ivory, ostrich
feathers, and rhinoceros’ horns.

th.—At sunrise this morning a
very interesting scene took place in
the arrival of the great annval Harar
caravan,—a large body, composed of
an aggregate of numerous small cara-
vans, who all march together that
their combined strength may give
mutual support. Down the whole
breadth of the plain, like a busy
stream of ants, théy came in single
file, one camel’s nose tied to his

leader’s tail. Immediately on their

flanks were Somalis, armed with
spear and bow, the men who tended
them, and looked after the loading.
Outside them again were oceasional
detachments of men riding ponies,
all armed, and guarding the caravan
from sudden sarprise or attack. In
this caravan alone there were about
3000 people, as many head of cattle,
and 500 or more slaves, all driven
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chained together for sale in the
market. A little later the same
morning -a second excitement en-
livened our little camp in the ap-
proach of a maun-of-war, which-came

sailing up the coast in full sail, look-"

ing like & giant swan in contrast to
the little ducks of native shipping.
It ‘was the Hon. East Indis Com-
pany’s schooner Mahi, commanded
by Lieutenant King, conveying our
Qaptain, Lieutenant Burton, and
the complement of the expedition.
Arrived in the harbour, we salated
them with our small-arms, and went
on board to pay respects and exchange
congratulations,  Lieutenant Xing
then gave us a hospitable entertain-
ment, and we all repaired on shore.

The -same evening a thundering
salute from the Mahi was fired, to
assure the Somalis we were travel-
ling under the auspices of the British
Government, and Ligutenant King
departed with his vessel, '

Lieutenant Burton now took: occu-
pation of'the centre tent with Lieute-
nant Herne, and the party was com-
plete, . - !

We were then severally appointed

" to our respective duties, Lientenant

Burton commanding ; Lientehant
Stroyan, chief surveyor; Lieutenant
Herne, photographer,; geologist, and
asgistant-surveyor ; whilst 1 was to
be a Jack-of-all-trades,nssisting every-
body, looking after the interests of
the men, portioning out their rations,

getting the guards,’ and collecting”

specimens of natural history in all
its branches. The central tent was
fixéd as a place of rendezvous for all
to-flock to in case of any sundden
alarm. Here I appended my guns
and sword, whilst my revolver-pistol
and dirk were placed within my belt
by day, or under my pillow by night.
I'made the whole guard sleep with

their arms in rear of the camp, where.

it was most likely any attack might
be expected. As so many men were
necessarily brought on duty by wateh-
ing the caltle-grazing in the daytime,
I only posted two sentries by night
to watch the camp—one with the
guard in the rear, the other over the
cattle in front, whilst we Englishmen
and the Balyuz occasionally patrolled
the camp to see that the sentries
were on the alert. ’

9th.~—On this day the Gugi, or
south-west Somal monsoon, in op-
position to the Dairti, or north-east
monsoon, commenced in the hills
behind our camp, and warned us
that we should soon have to start
soutbwards. The fair had already
begun to break. Caravan after cara-
van streamed out of the town, and,
wending their way across the plain
like strings of auts emerging from a
hole, and, like the busy habits of those
little insects, kept the whole maritime
plain alive in motion. At this time
we were daily expecting a vessel from,
Aden, which would bring us some
letters-and instraments that were on
their way out from Epgland, and
saw the great Ugadhen caravan pre-
paring to leave, but were undecided
what to do—whether go with them,
without our things from England, or
wait and rely wpon our strength in |
travelling alone. The latter alterna-
tive was unfortunately decided upon,
and we saw our wonted protector
depart upon its journey.

15th.+~Saw the shore and harbour
alike both destitute of any living
thing, save a few diseased and dying
cattle, and one poor forlorn girl, in
whom the smallpox had begun to
show its symptoms, and who was
now mercilessly left by her parents,
with only two or three days’ pro-
visions, to die like a dog on tbe in-
hospitable plain. Having suffered
from that disease myself, and not
fearing contagion, I went to her and
administered some medicine, which
she took without any hesitation ;
and- I hoped to cure her, for she was
really, barring the blackness, a very
pretty oreature, but the disease was
beyond my skill to relieve. I then
took her to a room in the tomb of
an Arab sheikh, gave her some rice-
water; and bade her keep out of the
sun, but it was no use. She took
fright at the idea of living with the
dead, and wandered into the desert
10 one knows whither, and was seen
no more. Even the matting and
sticks which formed the booths, with
two or three exceptions, were packed -
on the camels, and -carried away.
We were now alone, and nobody
came near us; our two Abbans had
begged and obtained permission to
go with their families to their homes
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in the hills close by, in company
with the retiring caravans, leaving
their sons for the time being, as sub-
stitutes, until we marched past their
abodes. : '

In this ieolated position we felt no
alarm for our safety, as long at least
a3 we remained upon the sea-shore,
deeming the Somal would never be
80 imprudent as to attack us in such
& vital place to them as Berbera,
where their whole interests of life
were centred, and where, by the
simple process of blockading, .we
could so easily take retribution in
any way we liked.

So confident were we in this as-
sumption, that we did not. take the
precaation of standings sentry our-
selves, at night, thinking it more
prudent to nurse our strength whilst
here, to be better able to endure it
. when it would become necessary
after our leaving the sea-shore.

Though Somalis are cunning as
foxes; they are not wise.

On the 18th April, by a providen-

tial coincidence, o small Arab vessel

came into the deserted harbour to
see if anything still remained of the
fair, In her there were several men
and four women, . Somalis, desirous
of going to their homes, Finding
we were the only people left, and
not daring to travel in that country
alone, they petitioned us to take
them with us. It was hard to re-
fuse these poor creatures ; but fearing
our supply of dates and rice would
not hold eut with so many additional
mouths to eat it, we reluctantly re-
fused the men. .The four women,
however, on their engaging to do the
minor offices of the camp, to bring
water, and lead the camels, were
permitted to remain with us, That
evening we invited the captain and
his crew to dine in the camp; and
fortunate it was so, as the sequel
will show. Shortly after sundown,
as we were all sitting in our usual
way, on an extemporary divan in
front of the tents, drinking coffee,
telling stories, and enjoying the cool
sea evening breezes, & challenge was
heard by the near sentinel, followed
. by a sudden and rapid discharge of
musketry, which took us by surprise.
I had previously given strict orders
that no ammunition was to be wasted
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in firing to frighten, or giving false
alarms ; therefore, hearing this, I
instantly ran to the spot to see what
was the matter, and found three men
walking quietly into camp, leading
ponies by their reins, whilst the
guard, to intimidate them, were fir-
ing bullets in the air immediately
over their heads. My anger knew
no bounds. All hopes of security
seemed annihilated by such direct
disobedience to all order, and per-
sistence in such a false principle as
trying to frighten, which all black
men, by a sort of natural instinct,
invariably endeavour to do. I then
sssembled the men, and in presence
of the intruders, again proclaimed
through the Balyuz my intention to
punish with severity any person who
miight create a false alarm or fire a
baullet vacantly in the air; directing,
that in case of any opposition to a
challenge, they should fire into, and
not over, their object.

I then sent the Balyuz and the
three newly-arrived men round to
the front of the camp, where Lieut,
Burton and the other two officers
were sitting, to be interrogated as to
the purpose. of their visit. We. all
at first naturally suspected them of
being spies sent to inspect our dis-

positions and resources, but after a-

long palaver with Lieutenant Burton,
be concluded that their coming there
was accidental, and not designed.
True to their nature as Easterns,
who frora constant practice can forge
lies with far greater facility to them-
selves than they can speak simple
truths, bringing in with the readiest
aptitude the application of irme-
diate . circumstances to harmonise
appropriately in the development of

their tale, these men at once mnade.

use of the circumstance of the ar-
rival of the vessel that evening,
saying they merely came down to
ascertain if the ship was not full of
building material, as it was currently
reported amongst their clan, the
Haba Owel, that their old enemy,
Shramankey, the chief of Zeylah,
was lying with other vessels in the
port of Seyareh, waiting an opportu-
nity to land at Berbera and take oc-
copation of the place by building
forts, as he had dope on previous
occasions, This story seemed the
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more circumstantial from the fact
that everybody knew Shramankey
wished to have the place, and that
he would at any time have taken it,
‘had it lain within his power to do so,
s The more to -impose on our credu-
lity, they. further asked with an air
of indignation, “ How. could - you

. suspect us of any treacherous inten-
tions towards you, when you know
us to be men of the same tribe as
your Abbans?” The palaver over,
these wolves in sheep’s clothing were
allowed to.sup on dates with our
men, and depart at pleasure.

At the usual hour we all turned in
to sleep, and silence reigned through-
out the camp. A little after mid-
night, probably at one or two A.M.,
there suddenly arose a furious noise,
as though the world was coming to

~ an end: there was a terrible rush
) and- hurry, then came sticks and
stones, flying as thick as hail, fol-
lowed by a rapid discharge of fire-
" arms, and my tent shook as if it
would come down. I bounced out
of bed, with pistol and dirk in hand,
and ran across to the central tent to
know what was the mattef, and if
we were to have any shooting. Lieu-
tenant Burton, who was occupied in
trying to load his revolver, replied

there was: * “Be sharp, and arm to

defend the eamp.”. This I immediate-
ly did, stepping out in front of his
. tent; but though I saw many dusky
forms before me, it . was too dark to
discern whether they were friend or
foe. Whilst standing, in hesitation
how to act, stones kept whizzing
over and around me, and I received
a blow with one in the inside of my
knee, which nearly knocked my leg
from .under me; it came from the
‘left, where I had not been looking.
I then ran under lee of the fly of
the tent to take a better survey, and,
by “stooping low, could perceive the
heads of:some - men peeping like
monkeys -over the. boxes. Lieunt.
,Burton now -said, “ Don’t step back,
or.they will think we are retiring.”
Chagrined- by this rebuke at my
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management in fighting, and imagin-
ing by the remark I was expected to
defend the camp, I stepped boldly
to the front, and fired at close quar-
ters into the first man before me.
He was stooping to get a sight of
my figuore in relief against the sky;
he fell back at the discharge, and I
saw no more of bim. Proceeding
on, I saw some more men also stoop-
ing; I fired into the foremost, and he
likewise fell back, but I do not know
that I hit him. I then fired into a
third man at close quarters, who
also receded, possibly uninjured,
though I cannot say. I was now
close to the brink of the rising-ground,
entirely surrounded by men, when I
placed the muzzle of the Dean &
Adams against the breast of the
largest man before me, and pulled
the trigger, but pulled in vain; the
cylinder would not rotate; I imagine
a cap had got jammed by the trig-
ger-guard. In a fit of desperation, .
I was raising the revolver to bit
the man in the facé with it, when I
suddenly found my legs powerless
to support me, and-I +was falling,
grasping for support, and gasping
for breath, I did not then know why.
In another instant I wag on ‘the
ground with a dozen Somalis on the
top of me. The man I had endea-
voured to shoot, wrenched the pistol
out of my hand, and the way the
scoundrel handled me sent a creep-
ing shudder all over me. I felt as
if my hair stood on end; and, not
knowing who my opponents were, 1
feared that they belonged to a tribe
called Eesa, who are notorious, not
only for their ferocity in fighting, but
Jfor the unmanly mutilations they de-
light in. Indescribable was my relief
when I found that my most dreadful
fears were without foundation.” The
men were in reality feeling whether,
after an Arab fashion, I was carry-
ing o dagger between my legs, to rip
up a foe after his' vietim was sup-
posed to be powerless. Finding me
naked, all but a few rags, they tied
my hands behind my back, and be-

* I must here notlce, although I have endeavoured to stick as closely as possi-
ble to the narration of myown story in these pages, that I saw Lieutenant Herne,
who had been guarding the rear, opposed to the whole brunt of the attack, fight-
ing:gallantly with his sable antagonists, and from the resolution with which he
fired at them; he must have done some damage. :
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gan speaking to me in Arabic. Not
knowing a word of that language, I
spoke in broken Somali, and heard
them say they had not killed any of
the English, and would not kill me.
The man I had last endeavoured to
kill was evidently the captain of the
gang; he now made me rise, and,
holding the other end of the rope to
which my hands were attached, led
me round to the rear of the camp,
taking great precaution not to bring
me in contact with many men at
once, fesring lest they might take
the law into their own hands, and
despatch me against his will and
authority. Arrived on the interior
or rear side of the camp, men kept
flocking round ‘me, and showed a

hasty apxiety to stab their spears

into me; sll, doubtless, were anxious
for the honour of drawing the white
man’s blood, but none, in my captor’s
presence, dared do it. I was now
becoming very weak and faint, and
almost unable to- breathe; for the

fact was, when I was knocked down, .

it was done with such violence by
-a shillelah on the lung breast, my
whole frame was stunned by it, so
that T could not feel; but now a
swelling had set in, which, with the
tightness of the skin drawn over the
chest, by my hands being tied be-
hind, nearly prevented respiration.
I begged my captor to untie my
hands and fasten them in front. He
obligingly did so. I then asked for
a little water and something to lie
down uponj they were both sup-

plied. Feeling myself somewhat re-.

vived, I began a rambling conver-
sation -with my captor, who sat by
my side still holding- the string,
when several other men came and
joined in the talk. They began &
mocking tirade in their own lan-
guage, of which I understood but
little and could amswer less; when
an Aden donkey-boy (judging from
his appearance) came with & jeering,
sarcastic sneer, and:asked me, in
Hindostani, what business I had in
their country, and where I had in-
tended going, adding, were I a good
Mobammedan like themselves, they
would not touch me, but being a
Christian I should be killed.  This
ridiculons farce excited ‘my risible
faculties, and provoked a laugh,

5

when I replied, Our intentions were
simply travelling; we wished to see
the country of Ugadhen, and pass
on to Zanzibar, 1 was a Christian,
and- invited them, if it must be so,
to despatch their work at once. On
the donkey-boy's communicating this
to the bystanders, they all broke into
a rude bolsterons laugh, spun upon

_their heels, and went off to open out

the property. Nothing as yet had
been taken away. Several wounded
men wefe now brought and placed
in a line before me; they groaned,
and rolled, and stretehed their limbs,
as though they were in agonies of
pain, and incessantly called for water,
which was readily supplied them.
In the rear I heard the sound of
murmuring voices, the breaking of
boxes, and ripping of bales of cloth
as though a band of robbers were
stealthily dividing their unlawfully-
gotten spoils in silence and fear of
detection.

Just then the day began to dawn,
and the light inoreased sufficiently
to disclose what had been done. The
tents were down, the-property was
lying ic order on the ground, the
camels and ponies were still picketed
in their places, and all the robbers
were standing looking on. At this
joncture my captor and protector
gave his end of'my string over to

‘the care of another man of very

mean aspect, ordering him to look
after me, and see that nobody came
to injure me, whilst he retired in
the direction of the property, and,
selecting two fine stalwart men of
equal proportions with himself, came
again in front of me; then linking
arms, and sloping spears over their

shoulders, they: commenced & slow -

martial march, keeping time by sing-
ing & solemn well-regulated tune, in
deep, full, stentorian voices, umtil
they completed. thie full circuit of the
camp, and arrived again in front of
me. This, 1 imagine, was their

“ Conquering hero comes,” the song
of victory. - It was well sung, and

had a very imposing effect, greatly
increased by the dead silence which
reigned in every other quarter. Ifelt
quite sorry when- this act was over,
and would willingly have had it en-
cored. - From the orderly manner
and regularity with which every-

" rob. them. -of -their spoils.
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thing was done, I judge this to
be a fair sample of the manner in
which all plundering parties are con-
ducted. The song and march were
no sooner at an ‘end than the whole
ground. became a scene. of busy,
active life, Every man, save the
one who was holding my string,
rushed in a regular scramble upon
the property, and; like a legion of
devils, began tearing and pulling at
everything in promiscuous confusion,
to see who could carry most away.
Some darted at the camels and be-
gan pulling them along, others seized

- the. ponies and - began decamping ;

again, others caught up the cloths,

" ¢r dates, or rice, or anything they

could lay hands on, and endeavoured
to carry them off. But this was not
80 easy ; there were too many men
to be all satisfied, and those who
had least began wrangling with their

‘more fortunate competitors, who, on
their part, . not wishing® to relinquish

anything they had obtained, forcibly
contested for their rights. A'more
complete and ferocious mélée I never

witnessed. The whole ground was
a scene of pull devil, pulf baker, and
-victory to the stronger. As one

man; hurrying along, was trailing his
cloth behind, -another rushed at it
and . pulled -him back; olubs were
unsparingly .used,- and  destruction
threatened with spears; what would
not easily sucewmb to pulling, was
separated with stabs of the spears or
cuts of their knives. The camels
and ponies were not more easily dis-
posed of ; by snatching 'from one
bhand and snatching from another,
they were. constantly in different
eople’s hands. It was a.scene very
ike that of an Indian poultry-yard
when some entrails - are thrown
amongst: the chickens, and every
fowl triés to rob the other. Whilst
all were 'intent with deep earnestness

“in-this scramble, an alarm was sud-

denly given that another party were
ooming  down the hills to- fight and
The dis-
ordered: band were instantly panic-
stricken ; for. a moment or two there
was the deadest. silence ; and then
everybody save some forty or fifty men,
who were probably more experienced
hands; burst across the plain, fiying
in long jumps, and hurrying with

v
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all their might towards the hills. I
heard afterwards it was not anun-
usual practice in this land of robbers
for one party to get up an attack
upon a_caravan, and then another one,
getting wind of their design, to pro-
Jject a plan of despoiling them as soon
ag they shall be in such & discouncert-
ed mélée that they would not be able
to act in concert to support one an-
other.

Whilst they were away, three fine-
looking men came, with some of our
soldiers’ sabres; and one, standing
over me, threatened, with ferocious-
determination in his countenance, to
cut me in-two. Twice he lifted his
sword above his head, and brought
it down with violence to within an
inch or two of my side, and each
time withdrew it, as if suddenly re-
penting of his purpose. I stared
him earnestly in the face, but neither
flinched nor uttered any noise. They
then left me, and went to join the
other forty thieves. I conceive this
demonstration was made with a view
of testing my pluck, and had I cried
or implored for mercy, I should in-
evitably have been killed upon the
spot. The last and worst scene in
this tragedy was flow to be ‘per-
formed. My jailer, who was still
holding the string, stepped up close
to me, and coolly stabbed me with

his spear. I then raised my body a .-

little in defence, when he knocked
me down by jibbing his spear
violently on my shoulder, almost
cutting the jugular arteries. I rose
agein as he poised his spear, and
caught the next prod, which was in-
tended for my heart, on the back of
one of my shackled hands ; this
gouged the flesh up to the bone.
The cruel villain now stepped back
8 pace or two, to get me off my
guard, and dashed his spear down
to the bone of my left thigh. T.
seized it vielently with. both my
hands, and would not relinquish the
gripe until he drew a shillelah from
his girdle, and gave me such a
violent blow on my left arm, I
thouglit the bone was broken, and
the spear fell helplessly from my
hands., Finding his spear too blunt
for running me through by a simple
jib-when standing still, he now drop-
ped the rope-end, walked back a

Nk
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dbzen paces, and, rushing on me
with savage fury, plunged his spear
through the thick part of my right
thigh into the ground, passing it
between the thigh bone and large
sinew below. With the action of
lightning, seeing that death was in-
evitable it I remained lying there a
moment longer, I sprung upon my
legs, and guve the miscreant such a
sharp back-hander in the face with
my double-bound fists that he lost
his presence of mind, and gave mea
moment’s opportunity to run away;
which, by the Lord, I lost no time
in doing, taking very good care, bx
holding my hands on one side, not
to allow the dangling rope to trip
me up. I was almost naked, and
quite bare upon the feet, but I ran
over the shingly beach towards the
sea like wildfire. The man followed
me a little way, but, finding I had
the foot of him, threw his spear like
a javelin, but did not strike me, for
I bobbed, and allowed it to pass
safely over my head ; he then. gave
up the chase.  Still I bad: at least
forty more men to pass through, who
were scattered all about the place,
looking for what property they could
pick up, before I could get safe away.
These men, seeing the chase, all tried
to cut off my retreat. However, I
dodged them all by turns, rumning
fast across them, and bobbing as
they threw their spears after me,
until I reached the shore, when I
had the satisfaction of seeing the last
man give up the pursnit and leave me
to myself. I -was fast fainting from
loss of blood, and sat gently on a
mound of sand, picked the knots
whick bound my hands open with.
my teeth, and exposed .my breast to:
the genial influences of the refresh-
ing sea-breeze, which at sunrise, a3
this-was, is indeseribably - pleasant.
But what a gloomy prospect-was now.
beforeme!! I was growing weaker
every minute; my limbs were be-
ginning to stiffen and.the muscles. to
contract, and I thought there was no
help probably nearer than Enterad;
what was to be done? I could not

travel the distance, and I must

perish miserably by slow degrees,
from starvation and  exhaustion, in
the dreary desert; far better, thought
1, had the spear done its worst, and

no lingering would have followed.
Whilst reflecting in this strain, my
eyes, wistfully gazing on the few re-
maining huts of Berbera, lit upon
some female figures beckoning to me,
but could not divine who they were,or
what was their meaning. Iroseasa
last hope, and hobbled towards them,
for my right leg was nearly crooked
up double, and was so weak it could
not support the weight of my body
but for an instant at a time. Draw-
ing nearer, I discovered them to be
the four women whom we the even-
ing before permitted to join our
camp. Just then I saw some men
burrying from the eastward along
the shore, endeavouring to meet me.
These, I soon perceived, were the
old Balyuz and several of our ser-
vants, As soon as they arrived,
they told me all that had happened,
Immediately on the outbresk, the
soldiers fired their guns, and all but
one or two at once departed. Lieu-
tenant Stroyan, hé supposed, was
killed at the outset; Lieutenants
Burton and Herne had run away
with ‘him immediately after I left
the central tent to fight. The former

had been speared in the face, the

latter had been much bruised with
war-clubs, and some of the men had
received severe. sword-cuts. After
escaping from the fight, Lieutenant
Herne took refuge.in the empty huts
of Berbera, and at daybreak sent a
servant to detain the Enterad vessel,
which had so providentially come in
the previous evening. My compan-
ions were.then: on board of her, and
had sent, the Balyuz with the men to
search for me, and pick up anything
they could find. I was now carried
to the vessel, and stretched upon
the poop in safety, and felt more
truly thankful/ for this miraculous
escape than ‘words can tell. - It is
only after a deliverance of this kind
one fally values or can.properly ap-
preciate the gift. of life. My com-
panions seemed dowacast and fall of
sorrow for the sad misfortune which
had so disastrously terminated our
long-cherished hopes, and had de-
prived us so prematurely of an
old and -valued friend, especially
dear to me, as he was a thorough
sportsman. For courage, daring,
and enterprise, as well as good fel-

.

o
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lowship, there never lived a man
more worthy of esteem than poor
Stroyan. . - :

‘Lieutenant Barton had sent a boat's
crew off to mear the site 'of our camp,
8.distance of three miled o fetch
away anything that might remain
there, and: bring it. to us. 'They
found the place deserted, with only
such things left- as the Somali could
make, no use of, and were too cum-
bersome to carry away ; such, for in-
stanee, as. grain, boxes, books, and
various scientific instruments, which,
after-being wantonly deserted, were
left scattered -on the ground. It ap-
'peared; by accounts brought back,
that-many of the men who ran off at
the. first false alarm never ventured
again to help themselves from the
spoils. They had now destroyed
about £1500 worth of property, but
had -enriched themselves but very
little, for, whilst fighting, they had
destroyed in the scramble’ nearly
everything of any worth to.them-
splves, - When the boat’s crew re-
tuthed with ILieutenant Stroyan's

“body, it was found to be gpo late to sail

that evening.  During the time of
waiting; a poor man, with no cover-
ing on his body, crawled up to the
vessel, and implored the captain, in

the-name of Allah—the fakir’s mode

of begging—to give him a passage to

-Aden. His prayer was answered,

and he came on board. He was a
Massulman, born: in- Gashmere, and
had been wandering about the werld
in the capacity of a fakir; but was
now, through hunger. and starvation,

" reduced to & mere skeleton of skin

and-bones. His stomach was se com-
pletely -doubled inwards, it was sur-
prising - the vital spark remained
Within him. On being asked to re-
dite his history, be said, *I was born
in:the ‘happy valley’ of Cashmere;
bat rednced .tircumstances led me
to- leave: .any mative land. When
wandering alone in some woods one
day, ‘I had. & visitation, which in-
duced. me' to: turn devotee, and wan-
der. abottt the world to visit all
places of pilgrimage, carrying only
& bottlo and & °bag, and ask charity
in the name of God, who supplies
the world with bverything, and takes
coipassions * on” ‘the - destitute. At
first I"travelled in India, visiting its
VOL. LXXXVIIL

shrines and temples, and then deter-
mined on crossing the sea to see
what other countries were like. Tak-
ing passage at Bombay, I first went
to Muskat in Southern Arabia, and
thence travelled ‘overland to Aden,
begging -all the way, and receiving
kind hospitality wherever I spent
the night. In Aden I renfained s
while, -and by constant begging ac-
cumulated sufficient property to pur-
chase food. for a considerable time,
when I again set out, in the name of
Allah, to see what the Somalis’ land
was. like. At first I went across to
Karrum, and lived there as long as
my little stock held out, but I could
get no assistance from the people of
the place. The stock exhausted, I
was spurned from every door. Atlast,
despairing of obtaining anything on
the coast, I ventured to see what the
interior would produce, but I found
the Somalis everywhere the same;
they were mere hywans (animals),
with whom no human beings could
live. A man might travel in Arabia
or any other place in the world, but
in the Somall Land no one could
exist. Finding myself reduced to
the last stages of life, for no one
would give me food, I went to a pool
of -water in a ravine amongst the
hills, and for the last fortnight have
been living there on water and. the

gums -of trees. .Seeing I was about’

to die, as a forlorn hope I ventured
in this direction, without koowing

“whither. I was going, or where I

should come to, but God, you see,
has brought me safely out,”
20th.—This morping we weighed

anchor, and in two days more arrived .

in Aden. |

Thus then ended my first expedi-
tion,—a signal failare from inexperi-
ence, and with a loss of £510 worth
of private property. I bad nothing
to show but eleven artificial holes in
my body. Had we gone with the
Ugahden caravan, I feel convinced
we should have suoceeded ; for that
is the only way, without great force,
or giving yourself up -to the protec-
tion of,a powerfu] chief; that any one
could travel in Somali Land. TFire-
arms are useful in the day, but the
Bomali despise them at night, and
consequently always take advantage

of darkness to attack. Small-shot and
3 .



84 Caplain Sj)eke’s Adventures in Somali Land.~Part IIL-  [July,

smooth-bore guns, on this account,
would be of far greater advantage
a3 o means of defence, than rifles
with balls; and nothing but shot
well poured in would bave saved us
from this last attack. We have been
often condemned for not putting on
more sentries to watch ; but had the
whole ¢amp been in a state of ordi-
nary preparation,.with such cowardly
hearts as our men all had, we should
have been as signally defeated. Fz-
perientia docet ; and I now think
small shot is the only force to em-
. ploy against Somalis; whilst, to have
marched with the Ugahden caravan,
would have proved as easy and safe
as travelling usvally is with a cafila
of merchants, :

On arriving in Aden, I was amiser-.

able looking cripple, dreadfally ema-
ciated from loss of blood, and with
my arms and legs contracted into
indescribable positions, to say no-
thing of various angry-looking wounds
all over my body. The doctors took
compassion on me, formed info com-
mittee, and prescribed, as the only
remedy likely to set me right again,
a. three years’ leave to England,
where, with the congenial effects of
my native home, they hoped I should
recover. Lieutenant Burton now
sent in an estimate of all loss to the
Government, and advised, as the
best plan of taking an effectnal re-
venge upon. the Somalis, in whose
territories we were attacked  (the
Habr Owel), that a ship should be
sent to blockade their coast, with a
demand that they ‘shonld ' produce
for trial in Aden the living bodies
of the two men who so cruelly killed
our lamented friend, and so wantonly

endeavoured to despatch me. For-

ther, that a sum of ‘money equivalent
to all our aggregate losses should be
paid in full ere the blockade would
be raised. This was considered the
wisest method by which, in’future
times, any recurrence: of such disas-
ters would most probably be avoided.
It is needless to observe, considering
the importancé of Berbera to the
welfare of the Habr Owel, their sub-
gistence and their” existence as a
nation depending on it, that anything

might have been. exacted from them
that we wished to extort, or they
could afford to give. The Govern-
ment, unfortanately for our pockets,
were of a different opinion; they
would haffle nothing to do with money
exactions when human blood had to
be avenged. Moreover, they had Leen
wishing to suppress the slave-trade,
and found in this occurrence a fa-
vourable opportunity to indulge their
hobby. They therefore established
a blockade of all the coast-line be-
tween Seyareh and Jibal Elmas, de-
manding, as the only alternative by
which it would be raised, the sur-
render of the principal instigators of
the outrage on us for trial in Aden,
of whom' the first in consequence
was Ou Ali,'the murderer of Lien-
tenant Stroyap. ‘When the season
for the fair arrived, the only vessel
present in the Berbera harbour was
a British man-of-war, and the Habr

Owel then believed we were in ear- -

nest. Until then, it appeared, they
would not believe it, thinking our
trade in Aden would suffer by this
proceeding as much as their own.
They were, however, mistaken; trade
found an ontlet at other places; and
they, by its suppression on their
grounds, were fast sinking into
insignificance,  Seeing this, they
showed by urgent prayers a disposi-
tion to treat on any conditions we
might like to impose on them, and
even sent in for trial to Aden a man
who showed the sear of a gun-shot
wound on his back, and at the same
time declared their intention of for-
warding all others to us as soon as
they could catch them, and that they
wers ready (so I hear on good autho-
rity) to reimburse us for the property
we had lost,

To make the matter short, I will
give you intact the articles of a treaty
which was signed at Berbera on the
7th November 1856, between the
Hon. East India Company on the one
hand, and the Habr Owel tribe of
Somalis on ‘the other, as it appears
in an appendix (D), in a History of
Arabia Feliz or Yemen, by Captain
H. L. Playfair, Assistant Political
Resident, Aden* ,

* Articles of peace and friendship concluded between the Habr Owel tribe of
Somalis on the one part, and Brigadier William Marcus Coghlan, Political Resi
dent at Aden, on behalf of the Honourable East India Company, on the other:—
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During my residence in Aden, closed as wounds do in an Indian-
which lasted three weeks, or until rubber ball after prickings with a pen-
f.he second mail after my arrival took knife. It would be difficalt to account
its departure for Suez, my wounds for this rapidity with which my
healed upin such a marvellously rapid wounds closed, knowing, as everybody
manoer, I was able to wafk at large who has lived in Aden must do, that
before I left. there. They literally that is the worst place in the world

- “Whereas, on the 19th of April 1855 (corresponding with the 1st of Shaban
1271), & treacherous attack and murder were perpetrated at the port of Berbera by
a party of Habr Owel tribe, upon a party of British officers, about to travel in
that country with the consent and under the protection of the elders of the tribe,
in consequence of which outrage certain demands were made by the Government
of India, and enforced by a blockade of the Habr Owel coast; and whereas it has
become apparent that the said tribe has fulfilled these conditions to the utmost of
its ability, and has prayed to be relieved from the blockade ; therefore it is agreed—

o 1st, That ti_le elders of the Habr Owel will use their best endeavours to de-
liver up Ou Ali, the murd8rer of Lieutenant Stroyan, '
@ “h2‘d, Theat, untllﬂthis bbe ac;:or}rlxplished, the sub-tribe Fsa Moosa, which now
Jghelters, and any other tribe which may hereafter shelter, harbour, or pr
seid Qu Ali, shall be debarred from eo'?ning to Aden. O protect the

“8d, That-all vessels sailing under the British flag shall have free permission to
trade.at the pout of Berbera, or at any other place in the territories of the Habr’
Owel; and that all British subjects shall enjoy perfect safety in every part of the
sajd territories, and shall be permitted to trade or travel there under the protec-

~tion of the elders of th® tribe.. In like manner shall the members of the Habr
Owel tribe enjoy similar privileges at Aden, or in any other part of the British
possessions, ‘

“4th, The traffic in slaves through the Habr Owel territories, including the port
of Beberu, shall cease for ever; and any slave or slaves who, contrary to this
engagement, shall be ivtrfduced into the said territories, shall be delivered up to
the British ; and the commander.of any vessel of Her Majesty's or the Honourable
East India Conmipany’s navy shall hava the power of demanding the surrender of
suc‘h slave or slaves, and of supporting the demand by foree of arms, if necessary.
- -4 bth, The Political Resident at Adenshall have the power to send an agent fo
reside at Berbera during the season of thefair, should he deem such a course neces-

sa}‘f, to sea that the provisions of this agreement ave observed ; and such agent
will be treated with the respect and consideration due to the British Government.

! 6th, That on a solemn promise being given by the elders of the Habr Owel

ffa;nhiully to abl‘de by the articles of this agreement, and to cause the restof thé
trﬂ?e to do so hkgwise, and to deliver up to the Political Resident at Aden any
party who may violate it, the blockade of the Habr Owel coass shall be raised, and
perpetual peace and friendship shall exist between the British and the Habr Owel.
*Done at Berbera this seventh day of November, one thousand eight hundred

* and fifty-six of the Christian era (corresponding with the eighthb day of Rabea-el-

Owel, one thousand two hundred and seventy-two of the Hejira).
(Signed,) ManoMED ARRALEH,
“ AnMep Aur Booxgri, Ayal Yoonus.
Noor Firray,
Aumep Guivip,
MamoMMED WAirs,

. Mucean MaHOMMED, -
Roosuie Hassan,
Aréyan Hivpgr,
Farrag Bewnr'y,

. . AMavra SaermMaRkir, Ayal Hamood.

“ Signed in my presence at Berbere, on the 7th November, 1856,

(Signed) H. I. Fravrair, Assistant Political Resident, Aden.
L W. M. Cogerran, Political Resident.

1;‘ éxf)im(;, l?zktf]\rogmgeré%&
“Ratifie e Right Honourable tlie Governor-General of India i i
at Fort-Williax);, this 2§d day of January 1857. ’ fndia in Gouncl

(Signed) CannING.
And Five Members of Couacil of India.”

gv Ayal Ahmed.

Makdhil.
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for effecting cures, had I not, in addi-
tion to a strong constitation which I
fortunately possess, been living for
many months previously in a very
abstemious manner, principally, as
appears in the body of the journal,
on dates, rice, and sour curds.

I now left Aden on “sick certifi-
cate,” and arrived in England in the
early part of June 1855. The Cri-
mean war was then at its height, and
the military authorities were beating
up for recruits in every corner of the
land. This semmons for war was
irresistible. I was suffering a little
from blindness, brought on probably
by my late losses and impoverish-
ment of blood. Still I lost no time
in volunteering my services to take
part in this great national object,
thinking it was a duty, as a soldier,
T owed my country, and delighting in
the prospect of immediate and active
employment, where, at any rate, I
. should  be in Europe, and enjoying
the temperature I had come home to
seek. The Turkish Contingent was
then being incorporated, and T was,
being an Indian officer, competent to
gerve in it. With an introduction
from friends, I wrote a letter to Major
Graham, an officer appointed by the
Horse Guards to engage officers for
General Vivian’s contingent, giving
him an account of my past services,
and asking for an appointment with
the army. He at once closed with me,
declaring T was just the sort of man
he wanted,” and, granting two weeks’
leave to prepare an outfit, told mse to
be off. In afortnight more, I arrived
in Counstantinople, and was posted to
a regiment of Turks, with the commis-
gion of captain. The Turkish Con-
tingent was now at Buyukdere, but
soon was ordered to embark in ves-

gels and proceed to Kertch in the
Crimea. I went wjth them, and re-
mained serving until the close of the
Crimean war. My commandant be-
ing otherwise employed, I, as second
in commatid and- Kaimakan of the
16th regiment of infantry, took its
headquarters back, and disbanded
them at Constantinople. . Whilst T
was engaged in these parts, and think-
ing there would be po further chances
of my being able to return to Africa, I
had malle up my mind, at the expira-
tion of the war, to try my hand in
collecting the Fauna of the very in-
teresting regions of the Caucasian
Mountains, end bad even gone so far
as to purchase guns and equip myself
forit. Captain Smyth, of the Bengal
.Army,an old and notorious Himalayan
sportsman, had agreed to accompany
me, and we wrote home to the Royal
Geographical Society to exert their

influence in obtaining passports, by .

which we could cross over the range
into the Russian frontier; but this
scheme was put a stop to by Dr. Shaw,
the Secretary of that Society, writing
out to say there would be very little
hope of our being able to obtain the
passports we required, and that he
thought the time ill-advised for work-
ing in those regiens, adding, at the
same time, that an expedition to ex-
plore Africa was again being organ-
ised under the command of Captain
Burton, and advising me to join
it. By the same mail I received a
communication from Captain Bur-
ton himself, inviting me to join him
once more in exploring Africa. This
settled the matter. Without a se-
cond thought I took my passage to
England by the first mail, and trav-
elled night and day until I again
reached home.

i TV
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POETRY.

It nsed to be said, half a generation
ago, that this was an unpoetical age;
and to be sure it continues to be said
now, because mnobody has forcibly
originated a different opinion. Be-
cause we were an age of steam-engines
and electric telegraphs, &ec., &o.,
&c.—Dbecause Curiosity had taken the
place of Enthusiasm-—becanse the
world had become practical, and was
so busy ameliorating its neighbours’
ills and lightening its neighbours’
burdens, that it had no leisure to at-
tend to the vain pipings of indivi-
doal joy and sorrow. So said many
a desponding ecritic in lamentation,
and so said many a stout man of
business, happily ignorant of the
nature of the thing over the failure of
which he rejoiced. Since then, certain
national poems of the highest tragi-
cal sublime of peetry have rung deep
into the heart of the universe—such
poems as those of Crimea, of India, of
Italy ; epics terse, urent, and splen-
did, showing what, and what manner
of thing a man is, or can be, when all

* his philosophies, sciences, informa-

tions ‘are stripped off him, and he
stands in primitive straits, with only
& hasty weapon to defend himself,
and his life in his hand. Such a tide
has brought with it, as might be ex-
pected, a full flux and flow of the
ocean of sang. The birds sing always,
doubtless, but it is only when a storm
is over that the universal twitter of
gratitude catches oue’s ear with o
sudden pleasure, as if the exuberance
were unusual. The nation has not
been unmoved to hear what her sons
have dove. The race has quickened
through heart and limb to discover
with a thrill of delicious surprise that
it has nof degenerated—that it is as
its fathers were—that the skill in its
fingers has not diminished the cour-
age of its heart—and that in no age
has a soul more dauntless abode in
the land than that which clothes it-
self in the outside proprieties of the
nineteenth century.  In the perpet-
ual course of change which is always
astir, some shrewd alterations have
taken place within these dozen years
in our general opinions. Then we

bad prematurely concluded war to be
over, poverty and pain to be on their
way to the same happy end, and
commerce, science, free trade, and
anasthetics to be working out, if not
an entire exemption from death and
tronble, at least the largest amount
of ease and comfort imaginable.
‘What is it that has shaken the un-
doubting faith in these great modern
influences with which so many people,
now of different sentiments, begun
their own independent-career? For
example, there is commerce—trade.
Perhaps there scarcely exists an
Englishman, belonging by the faintest
link to that class of Englishmen who
make speeches, who has not gone out
of his way some time in his life to
deliver a panegyric upon the com-
mercial spirit, the. wealth, the enter-
prise, and the honour of English
merchants and the trading commu-
nity ; nor an audience, from the House
of Lords downward, which has not
cheered suéh an eulogium: yet it is
with a faltering tongue, and a certgin
sickening sensation at one’s heart,
that one echoes these popular senti-
ments to-day. Could all that miser-
able bankrupt arrgy, who have flung
other people’s money away by hand-
fuls, yet kept their own reputation
unspotted up to the very moment of
discovery—could such men exist, so
many of them, in a soil that is quite
untainted ¢ One makes all haste to
turn from the subject, and leave
the decent outside cover over the con-
cealed lieart, for which; however, no
man will vouch nowadays as every-

"body would have vouched ten years

ago. Then there goes big Science, with
his infallible calenlations and his must-
be’s—his demonstrations that no ac-
cident need ever happen anywhere,
and his successes on paper. But
people begin to whisper to each other
privately even such thrilling incen-
diary whispers as, What is the good of
the telegraph ¥ Was it good or harm
to those poor souls who heard that a
battle had happened ever so long
before they could know whether the
light of their eyes had gone out in
the fury of that deadly mysterious



