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Camoens, as has been shown, was appointed to Macdo
(1556) and prematurely recalled (1558). During the
last year of this governorship the king of Gujardt ceded
several places about Cambay Baireto left Goa on Sept
8, 1558, and his gallant death in Caffraria has been
mentioned elsewhere !

Meanwhile, on July 11, 1557, died, deeply regretted
by the heges, D Joam III, after a short life of fifty-five
years, and a long reign of thirty-six Without performing
any great peisonal act, he saw Portugal rise to the zenith
of her splendour, and, if in his later days clouds gathered
over the sky, they were forgotten during the hurricane
which overwhelmed his successor Not the less, how-
ever, we perceive that Portugal had now entered upon a
course of decline, the turning point being generally placed
about 1548 The orbit of her fortunes had been too
vast ‘‘the building was much too large for the base ”
Action was followed by reaction the “umiversal idea”
was a sore travail resulting, as it always happens, 1n
prostration and exhaustion The high spirt of the Con-
quistador was merged 1n the egotism and selfinterest, the
msouclance and self-satisfaction of the colonist, so often
and so sternly rebuked by Camoens The decertfulness
of riches began to sap the foundations of her empire 1n
Euwope, Asia and Africa, and, as in Rome, luxury
avenged a conquered world Hence a single shake
sufficed to bung down the buillding XKingdoms which,

! Chap iv § 2
z
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like England, Holland, and Portugal, Iive and thrive by
colonising and by foreign commerce, may be compaied
with a pyramd standing upon the apex Itis the reverse
with those based like France and Russia, not to speak of
the United States and the Biazil, upon broad lands which
supply in abundance every necessary and comfort of

Iife

§ 4—D SEebasiiAM
(1571-1578) 5

AND THE ANNALS OF PORIUGAL TILL 1HE DEATH or
CAMOENS

JOAM III left as only direct heir a grandson,
« D Sebastiam, the sixteenth who sat upon the
throne of Portugal The general course of his life and
tus tragical death aie probably better known to foreigners
than the reigns of his piedecessors and successors
certain details,” however, must be supplied to the student
who would appreciate the exordium and the epilogue of
The Lusiads!

1 T have often been asked how Camoens could addicss a meie
1ad as “ Thou Monarch diead * (1 8), or allude to * That awful
Majesty of thine ” (1 9), and so forth  Diyden’s absmidity, ¢ Don
Sebastian” brought out 1 1690, making Almeyda marry Zez half-
biother the King, only confused history
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D Sebastiam (et 3 1n 1557) was virtually an orphan
His father, the Infante D Joam, died eighteen days
before his birth  His mother, the Infanta Juana,
daughter of Charles V, returned to Spamn i the
earliest days of her widowhood During the first part of
his fourteen years’ minority (r557-1571) the Regency
was entrusted to his grandmother, D Catharina, who
chose for his tutor the excellent Aleixo de Menezes
He1 adminustration, though somewhat feeble, was popular,
and not without prudence But she had to contend
against the uncle of hei charge, Cardinal, afterwards the
Cardimnal-King, D Henrique, a weak-minded ecclesiastic,
whose only strength lay in his obstmacy and vindictive-
ness After five years’ struggle she was compelled to
suirender her powers (1562), and to leave the country
the last words she spoke (1578) weie, “Let not the King
pass over to Africa!”1

The Cardinal, now Regent, was controlled by the
Partr prétre, and by the courtly parasites who always
cluster upon an incompetent ruler (x 138—9) He com-
raatted the young King’s education to PP Montoya and
Luis Alvares, and especially to the Jesuut biothers, Luis
and Martim Gongalves da Camaia This was the par
nobile to whom the good and learned Bishop Jeronymo
Osorio addressed his indignant and patuiotic letter  The
former was Dom Sebastiam’s pieceptor, confessor and
private secretary Martim, a bold, skilful, and ambitious

! Caitas Portuguesss, et Paus 1819
Z 2
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statesman, became Prime Mimster of the 1ealm - after
1576 he fell into disfavour, and made way for the
excellent Pedro de Alcagova Carneiro

Thus the young King’s training was mystic, religious,
fanatic, and 1t could hardly be of othernature CharlesV,
bequeathing his ambitious designs, and the canymg
out of his device, “ Plus ultra,” to hus son Philip IT, was
ending his earthly career in the mortifications of the Yuste
monastery (1558) Northern Europe was rangmng
herself under the banner of the “arch-heretic Luther ”
In England Elsabeth (““good Queen Bess ”) was burning
Papists and Nonconformists, as her sister (“bloody
Mary”) had burnt Protestants and schismatics Ger-
many was armung fo1 that thmrty years’ war between
Catholics and Evangelists which, beginning with the
murders at Prague (May 23, 1618), and ending with the
Peace of Westphalia (Oct 24, 1648), crippled her pro-
gress for sundiy generations France was torn by the
rehigtous dissensions which led to the massacie of the
“Huguenots”! at Vassy (1562), and to the Eve of St
Bartholomew (1572) Spain was no friend to Pertugal ,
and the “Moois” had landed more than once 1n Algarve,
Hence, the chivalrous bigotry, the religion of the sword,
carefully inculcated by D Sebastiam’s tuto:s, was, perhaps,
a fatal necessity of the times

A permanent civil contest separated State and Church,
and the palace became the battle-field of selfish intrigue

! The derivation of the woid 1s still undetermined ZEadgenossze
=oath-bound, hardly suffices
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and unpatriotic struggle for place, wealth, and power
We can hardly wonder that Camoens detested this condi-
tion of things, a pestilent clericalism doubled with laical
corruption (v1 95 to end) he foresaw that it would run
the land he loved Hence his rage against the cafards
(dissembling missionaries, x 119), his bold prayer that
the King would assume the 1ems of empne (1 18), his
protest against priestly 1ule (x 150), and his harpng
apon the theme, ne¢ clericus ultra ecdlessam

D Sebastiam, who chose for motto the significant
Petrarchian line—

Un bel mown tutta la vita honoia,!

appears 1n histoty as no vulgar prince  His piesence was
peculiar, and, despite his affected simplicity of diess, it
showed distinction and digmity. His figure, of nuddle
stature, was broad-shouldered and well-knit His high
Gothic features , blue eyes, blond hair and clear white
skin would have been pleasant to look upon, but for a
certain austerity and the pendent lower lip which he had
inherited from the Hapsburgs ® After his death the neces-

1 Camoens ends Sonnet ccxev with this sentiment, which, some-
Trow, smacks of Newgate

* The featme probably came fiom Margaretha Maultasch (/z
Mapitée, pocket-mouth), last Countess and “furious She-bear” of
the Tyrol, who left her country to Feidinand Duke of Austua
(7359), and died at Vienna (1369) Iler full-length portrait,
probably not an onginal, 1n the Ambiaser-Sammlung (Salle v
No 171), shows the peculiarity which appeared even mn the
beautiful Mane Antomnette It has been popularly accounted for
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sity of unmasking a series of false Sebastiams brought
to hight some curious bodily marks, of which sixteen have
been described 1 Agile and delighting 1n athletic exercise,
he devoted himself with a kind of phrensy to hunting,
the mimicry of noble war He enjoyed jousting, and
when his warlike projects bade fair to be realised, he led
a Ife of tramming better fitted for a captamn than for a
commander-in-chief He was fond of solitude, and his
long lone rambles in park and foiest fired a tramn of
inflammable stuff with dangeious day-dreams He had
visions of raids in Africa, of an Indian expedition after

m two other ways Some suppose it to be Jewish, and that the
Hapsbugs were ouginally Hebiews of Tums (*‘Tu es Carthago ?),
who, enugrating to Switzeiland 1n the ninth and tenth centuues,
traded for a time, bought the castle and domain, at Biugg in the
Aargau), which named the house, and weie made Counts of the
Empue Hence the Kaisei-blau eye for which the family 15 noted.
The vulgar declaie that one of the rulers, when attacked by an
mfantile malady, was placed for warmth n the body of a fieshly-
killed pig, and thus the small bieed which ywelds the favourite
hams of Graz 1s vulgarly texmed Kazser-flersc/:

! One tooth wanting 1n the lower jaw, (2) face and hands shghtly
pitted with small-pox, (3) the 11ght hand longer and bioader than,
the left , (4) the same formation in the coriesponding aam, (5)
the flank , (6) the leg and (7) the foot The difference was about
one mch, and 1t gave (8) a pecubauty of gait The tiunk was so
short fiom shoulder to waist that the doublet fitted no man of the
same size (9), wheieas the length from girdle to knee was
abnormal (10) On the nght shoulder a daik spot, piobably a
mole (11) the feet small with an wnusually high nstep (12), toes
of equal size (13), and 2 sixth o1 false toe on the 1ight foot (14).
Nos 15 and 16 were secret
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the manner of the wise Macedomian, and of doing El-
Islam to death within the walls of Stamboul His
glorious reign was to be a succession of military triumphs
in the cause of religion.

D Sebastiam was grave, tacituin, cold in manner and
devout, or rather fanatic  History does not bear out
M. D’Antas! in asserting that he despised women, a
‘“remarkable tiait i a southron of so fiery a nature”
On the strength of a portrait, he proposed for Margaret,
daughter of Henn II. of France He showed a decided
“inchimation” for a maid of honour, D Juana de Castro,
and fo: D Juliana, daughter of the Duke of Avemro
When at Tangile1, he had an affair with a “ Moorish
Princess,” possibly of the Shenf’s family this continued
i TLisbon, wheie the mightly interviews, kept carefully
concealed, were generally known Iastly he was en-
gaged after a fashion to one of his cousins

D Sebastiam was a Teuton 1n his lust for the Wun-
derbar, the marvellous, the chimerical, which predisposed
hum to rash and impossible undertakings (x 95) And
there was an ugly blot upon this fair outhne  His firm-
ness of character, or rather tenacity of purpose, even
in small matters, knew no bounds, and his violent tem-
per was rebellious to counsel In goveinment nothing
would satisfy him but positive absolutism, and, Tyranny
breeds Tyrants (1x 93) He had much of that arbitrary
caprice which mostly accompanies autociatic 1ule  Such

! Les Faux Don Sebastien (why not Dom Sebastiam?). Paris:
Durand, 1866
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1n youth were the defects and foibles, which the adula-
tion of courtiers converted into vices equally dangeious
to King and kisgdom His minority ended (=t 17) mn
1571, and 1t led to a reign characterised by despotism ,
by violent reforms, and clerical rigourism, and by wild
projects of campaign and crusade

An attack upon El-Islam was then out of date The
crusading movement, which began with Hildebrand
(Gregoly VII, 1073-80) had definitively ended with
the eighth crusade (1270-9o), the death of Samnt Lows
and the expulsion of the Chnstians fiom the ““ Holy
Land” (1291) Even the Capture of Constantinople
could not restore life to the corpse  Some eneigy was
shown earlier in the century (1513-22), when John de’
Medic1 (Leo X ), the worst of Christians, and the best
of boon-cornpanions, was preaching his ‘“holy war”
The proposed general and concerted advance broke
up, however, mnto futile detached expeditions In 1535
Charles V landed at Tunis, captured La Goletta, the
stronghold of piratic Barbarossa, sacked the town, and
freed 30,000 Chrstian slaves But, m 1541, he was
dniven from Algiers by a storm which severely injured his
fleet 1 A single-handed attack upon Marocco by one who,

! The Moslem tradition 1s that the Dey sent for the head Rabb,
Simon Zemach Zedek, and commanded im to pievent the landing
This noted Cabbalist threw, dunng the mght, a paichment-roll
mto the sea, and caused a violent hmiricane wluch dispersed the
Spanish Armada  The modus agend: was the Shem ha-mphoiash
(Ism el-mufarrash) or the “explammed name” e of Jehovah,
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knowing nothing of her power, despised the enemy, was
to court misfortune The Moors could bring a large
force mto the field These North-Africans were ever
an eminently fighting and fanatic, a fierce and even a
ferocious race, and modern events prove that they have
not degenerated !

Before describing D Sebastiam’s baptism of fire, we
must return to the government of Portuguese India after
the death of D Joam III Baretto was succeeded (Sept
3, 1558) by D Constantmo de Braganca, fourth son of
D Jayme, fourth Duke of that name He was a per-
sonal friend of Camoens, who addressed to him the
Estancias Segundas (epistolary octaves) mmitated from
Horace (epist 1 1), and wrtten at Goa, m 1561.
His many good qualities endeared his name to the
colony unhappily, the Inquisition was mtroduced under
him into Portuguese India, and religious scruples made
him reject the 300,000 (400,000 ?) cruzados, offered
by the king of Pegu, for a bit of ivory preserved at

happily known to few The Talmud explams the miracles of Isa’
bin Maryam to a knowledge of this mystery, the results of a
peculianty of birth

! Marshall O’Donnell captured Tetuan m 185960, but only the
gieatest prudence saved him from the repeated attacks, especially
from the supreme effort of the enemy Had the Maroccans been
discreetly commanded, supplied with artillery by the late Major
Blakeley, and dnected by another peison who shall be nameless,
the campaign might have ended differently As it was, the vic-
torious General did not permanently occupy his conquests, and
their only result 1s that the modern ¢ Moois ” hate the Spamards
and are fiiendly to the Portuguese
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Jafnapatam (Ceylon) as a tooth of Buddha.' The Arch-

bishop and the Jeswits hughly approved of this proceed-
ing, and wmscribed a scutcheon with c cccc, thatis,—

Constantinus Ceeli Cupidine Cremat Crumenas,

an alliteration as puerile as the whole proceeding He
fell into disfavour, and was calumniated by the Goanese,
who charged him with corruption, especially with build-
ing, at the public expense, the ship Constantino to carry
hin home. In truth he made her with his private
means and made her well she weathered The Cape
seventeen times and lodged four wiceroys during her
life of a quarter-century D Constantino headed an
expedition to Damam and sent, as has been seen, D
Alvaro da Sylveira to the coast of Arabia He refused
the viceroyalty for life offered to him by D. Sebastiam ,
and, after the usual term of rule, returned to Portugal
mn Jan 1562 Whereupon the king said to his successor,
“ Go, and govern like Dom Constantino !”

D Francisco Coutinho, Count of Redondo, reached
Goa on Sept 7, 1561  He released fiom a debtors’ jail
the Poet, who at once set out with an Armada to the
Samiry’s country, and lost his friend, D. Tello de
Menezes, in the duels at Cochin ~ After two years the
Count died (Feb. 19, 1564), greatly to the 1egret of his

! Fou detals and 1eferences the ieader will consult A.E T,
(p 453) My fuend, Dr. Gerson da Cunha of Bombay, has also
published a monogiaph upon the subject.
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protégé The first nommnee, D Antam?! de Noronha,
bemng absent, Joam de Mendonga, the second, suc-
ceeded (Feb 4, 1564), and ruled till September of the
same yeat.

Noronha then came to power; and, durmg his vice-
royalty, the great Brahminical (Hindu) kingdom of the
Carnatic fell (1565) by the battle of Talikot. He bwlt
the long wall along the cieek, surrounding the Eastern
shote of “Tissuary,”? or Goa Island Healso befriended
the Poet, with whom he had carned arms in Africa He
sent D Leoniz Pereira to Malacca and fortified Man-
galore. Noionha, says Couto, was one of the most
honourable of viceroys, yet his enemies caused his re-
call (Sept 10, 1568) He passed to Cochin and died
of disgust before 1eaching Mozambique as has been
said, Camoens voyaged home 1 the viceregal ship

! Antam and Antonio must not be confounded as by foreigners
geneially (see om chaits and maps of the Cape Verdean Aichipelago).
The fist 1s Mé1 Antin of the Fayyum and Thebes, who, with M4
Bilos (S Paul) of that 11k, founded monastic life when Constantine
had given peace to the Chmch His portiaits, common m Coptic
convents, are 1n episcopal dress, whereas Paul appears 1 hermit’s
attne His conventi on the Galalah Block, west of the Suez Gulf,
15 the oldest clowster mn Chustendom (¢ Gold mines of Midian,™
chap ), and supphes the Abtina or Patnarch of Abyssinia I
need hardly speak of St Anthony born at Lisbon, and buried 1n bits.
at Padua - he 15 1epresented with a lhly and accompanied by the
g, alluding to one of his mnacles Hence the ¢ Tantony pig” of
Catholic England

2 Barros ““Tiswady” (u 5 1), and the “‘Tis Vadi” of Couto
(v, 10, 4) , because 1t contans thuty (tis) villages (Wadi)
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D Luis d’Athaide, of the Athougma house, reached
Goa (Sept 10, 1568) when the capital was suffering fiom
aplague This “last glant of Portuguese glory ” utterly
defeated Ali Adil Shah (Idalchan), fifth king of Byapur,
who relied upon the opportunity for recovering his
power After governing with honour till Sept 6, 1571,
D Lus returned to Europe and was magnificently re-
ceived He was succeeded by D Antomo de Noronha
aroyal letter of March, 1572, the year inwhich The Lusiads
was published, recalled this Viceroy and also caused his
death. The next was Antomio Moniz Barreto, who
governed for three years (1573-56) till 1eheved by D
Diogo de Meneces

Meanwhile D Sebastiam had begun campaigning mn
the famme year of 1574 The times, I have shown,!
appeared out of jomnt, and Poitugal was suffering all
manner of miseties The King, however, had levied a
force of 400 cavalry and 1,200 pikemen and harque-
bussiers, with which he landed at Tangier, under the pre-
text of visiting his African possessions Viscount Juro-
menha believes, as has been noticed, that he was accom-
panied by the tiied and trusty swoid which had so often
been drawn 1n the wars of Asia and Africa. The king
probably aimed at iecovenng Alcacersegue:,? \zamor,’

" Chap 1 §1

2 “The small Fort-Palace” opposed to Alcacerquivir (El-Kas:
«l-Kabir) the Great

3 Azamor or Azamir was ‘‘built by the Beibeis, 1n whose lan.

‘guage 1t means olives, which aie produced m great peifection in the
neighbourhood Leo Afiicanus says that in his time 1t contaned
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Arzilla (Asfla), and Zafim (Saffi), the outposts abandoned
mn 1549 But the ““ Blessing of the Banners” at Belem,
and the penitential processions of the Brotherhoods little
availed so inadequate a force The sornada (rard) was
amere coup de téte, at best areconnaissance The “Virgin
Knight ” retired after a few skirmishes, in which he had
shown the greatest bravery The blood-hound had now
tasted blood

Returning from his poor conquest, D Sebastiam applied
himself with equal vigour to the task of violent 1eform.
Loose and luxurious living in court, camp and church,
was to be abolished by the anachronism of sumptuary
laws  Delicate meats were forbidden, and the lieges were
ordered to dine on plamn roast and bolled  But the spices
of India had banished for ever the noble and republican
simplicity of the Past The orders were derided, and
the King was probably confiimed in his belief that war
must work the practical reformation of his country

Circumstances precipitated a campaign  In the earhier
half of the sixteenth century Marocco had been
divided between two brother sherifs,! Mauld Ahmed and

5,000 1nhabitants ; but 1,000 would be neaier the tiuth in the pie-
sent day ”  So wiote my lamented fuiend, D1. Arthw Leaied, who
had made the subject of the Maghrib his own , 1n the pleasant and
pictmesque httle volume—the last he printed—*¢ Visit to the Comt
of Marocco ” (London, Low, 1879). I shall often have occasion
to quote from 1ts pages and fiom the pivate correspondence of 1ts
able and amiable author

! In El-Islam generally, the Sadit (Sayyids) or postenty of
Mohammed thiough lus eldest grandson, El-Hasan, are men of the
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Mohammed When they fell out the younger beheaded
the elder, and was killed m turn by his own Turkish
guards (1556) Mohammed was succeeded by his son,
Abdullah who, after slaymng two of lus four brothers,
named as hewr his bastard Ahmed (1572) Heieupon
Abd el-Malik who, as senior of the family, had an inde-
feasible nght to the Masnad (throne), fled to Constan-
tinople After long years of weary waiting, he obtaned
efficient aid fiom the Sultan, landed 1 Maiocco, and put
to flight the usurper, Mauld Ahmed b Abdillah

The latter, when refused asylum by Philup II,
addressed himself to D Sebastiam, who at once rose at
the bait But his wiser Council was unanimous 1in the

pen, of rehgion, of politics, while the Shwiafd (Sherifs) descended
from El-Husayn maityied at Keirbela (D’Hetbelot ¢‘Meccah’ ), aie
men of the swoid, the 1uling and evecutive branch Sec my
“Pilgnimage” &c (u 257), wheiethe Aiab 1dea of the Sheiif bemng
the offspring of El-Hasan 1s given In Egypt the word ¢“ Sayyid ?
1s geneiic, chuef o1 leader , while the Sheiif always derves fiom
Mohammed thus all Sheiifs aie Sayyids, but all Sayyids aie not
Sherifs The Sheiif o1 Prince of Meccah was foimely styled Amir,
Few of the Apostle’s so called descendants are now genumne In
the Sunmi Sect they are held to be Husaynis , and many declaie the
Tace of El-Hasan to be extinct among Peisian Shiahs, however,
we find, although raiely, the agnomen El-Ilasani

Mauléd (loid, master, leader) 1s the impenal title in Maiocco ;
and we often find 1t, notably imn Robmson Ciusoe, perverted to
““Muley ” Diyden has Muley Moloch, the usurping empeior of
Baiba1y, also 1n love with * Almeyda” (prohpudor ')  The Sherif
of Maiacco, who 1s independent of the Sultan, wears gieen robes,
as a scion of the apostolic tiee, and appeais at levees upon a charger
vith gieen tiappings
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conviction that Portugal, single-handed, could not com-
mand a sufficient force Even the Jesuits and the priest-
party saw that 1t was no longer possible to destroy El-
Islam by a Catholic league, and to found a Universal
Church  This visionary Crusade,! which 1s continually

1 I am soiry upon this pont to differ toto ceelo from Viscount
Juomenha (1 142-46 and 507), who sees only one s.de of a great
question, and whose Utopian dreams are those of a chuichman not
a statesman He 1s nght m asserting that the ¢ Protestants”
(Wickiffites, Hussites, Lutherans, &c ) prefeiied the Moslem to the
¢¢Mass ”, many do so still, and ax Zurc plutbt giu'an Pape 1s a cry
not yet foigotten

Twk, Jew o1 atheist
May enter here, but not a Papist

Ow day, however, has also witnessed the monstious pheno-
menon of the Vatican siding with the Seraglo, and objecting to
1ts Latin co-1eligionists that a wair of independence might benefit
“Greek Chustiaity ” The ¢ Univeisal Church,” mtended to
fuse Orthodox with Romamnist, 1s a chimezra which has deluded
Anglcan as well as Catholic  In matteis of faith, of sentiment, the
smaller the difference the gieater 1s the divisson When a man
proves that two Chuiches hold almost the same tenets, he also
proves that they aie sepaiated by a long interval , the neai 1n blood
being often the most bloodthusty

Luther was 70f a ‘“ genius of evil” this 1s a mere swface view.
He embodied the spirit of free thought that belongs to the northein
1aces  Supertor physical stiength had enabled them to conque:
therr old conqueior, Rome was 1t to be expected that they would
submut then minds to the despotism of a2 Roman bishop and of an
Italan conclave, especially i an age of ecclesiastical coriuption?
¢¢ Protestantism,” like the discoveries of Columbus and Da Gama,
was pait of a new and mighty movement of the human mind the
punting-piess, the revival of classical learning, and the opening of
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cropping up 1 Camoens, was by no means popular.
men everywhere felt that it was no man’s affair The
Papal power 1itself was lukewarm  Gregory XIII,
canonist and calendarist, who was at war with Calvinism,
—¢ The Institutes” having been published in 1534,—
and who was busy with the Council of Trent (1545), had
nerther men nor money to spare he 1ssued, however, a
Bull, and presented the young King with a talisman
(Estancias Tercerras), an arrow of St Sebastian, who
1s bunied at Rome, Soisson, Narbonne and Peligny,
near Nantes By mere accident a contingent of 700
“Papalim” was pressed into the Poituguese service,
while en route to support the Irsh rebellion, led by one
Thomas Stukeley, created by His Holiness, * Marqus
of Lemster”

the eastein and western worlds expanded a “quairel of friais ™
1nto a religious revolution. Again, Protestantism has o/ ¢ hindered
for centuries the civihisation of Emope ¥ She has, on the contrary,
protested against progress somewhat less violently than the older
faith  She suggests, despite heiself, that tiue Protestantism which
protests against any Church taking the lead of affairs m any civi-
hsed State Lastly, by breaking up the formidable solidaiity of the
co1 pus eclesiastacum, and Dby reverting to the tiue éxkAgoia, the
vox populz, she will lead to the greatest 1evolution human society
has yet seen, a revolution which will transform the world

Finally, the Portuguese commentator’s chaige against England,
that she aggrandises heiself by dividing and rmning her friendly
neighbours, 1s a touching proof, among many, of that ingratitude
which results from national favoms France, who beat Portugal
and diove out her court, figures 1n modern Lusitanian hterature as
her fnend England, who freed Poitugal, as her foe Such benefits
aie twice unblest, they cwise those who give and those who take
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D Sebastiam then sent his well-known minister,
Carnerro, to open three pomts with his uncle Philip.
These werte Co-operation in mvading Africa, marnage
with one of the Infantas and a personal interview All
was satisfactorily arranged—after a fashion The offen-
sive alliance, however, dwindled to a supply of fifty
war-galleys and 5,000 men-at-arms for the capture of
¢ Larache” (El-Arish),! upon the Atlantic seaboard , and
even this was fettered with the condition that the cam-
paign should begin before 1577  Presently the threaten-
1ag attitude of the Porte, the war of the Guewx, the
water-Guesen, water-beggars, or Flemish adventurers in
the Netherlands, which eventually biought about the
downfall of Portuguese India, and the supiemacy of the
Hollanders, severely taxed the strength of the empire.
The Duke of Alva, who petitioned for his recall from the
Netherlands, had declaied that Portugal required, besides
her own slender force, at least 15,000 troops tried in the
wars, Spaniards, Geimans and Italans Moreover like
all the ablest advisers, he deprecated an attempt to
penetrate beyond the African litoral

Historians differ 1n their judgments of the pait played
on this occasion by the son of Charles V', Zanado (called)
con justa rason, el prudente A man who “pieced the
lion’s force with the cunning of the fox”; a poliician
who firmly believed 1n the moral law, pecume obediunt
omnes, and who acted upon the principle gws nesct

! Dr. Leated, p 61 It must not be confounded with El-Ansh
( Mediterranean Rhinocoluia)

2 A
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dissimulare, nescit regnare, a king so deeply versed mn the
egotismy, the art and the mystery of intrigue called state-
craft, may well have said, as was reported, of his nephew’s
warlike projects, If he win we shall have a good son-
in-law, 1f he lose, a good kingdom. His game, mn fact,
was certam  The success of Portugal would free Spamn
fiom the Aftican Corsairs that hariied her coast  Failure
would throw back the enfeebled state into the aims of an
empire fiom which, some two centuries before, she had
been severed by the sword of Afonso, the Brave The
correspondence clearly shows that the uncle did his best
to dissuade a head-strong youth from personally com-
manding the expedition “A peifidious tenacity '” aiy
those who suspect D Philippe

The interview took place at Guadalupe (Dec 14, 1576),
four years after the publication of The Lusiads The
uncle favoured his kinsman with the title of “ Majesty”,}
the marriage, 1t 1s believed, was settled , and airange-
ments for the pseudo-Crusade weie combined. Mean-
while the gallant bastard, Ahmed bin Abdillah, who was
labouring for the cause at Tangie1, contupted the Kaid
(Governor) placed over Asila by the 1eigning Sheiif

! The earhest Portuguese kings weie styled zosse meicd (your
Goodness, yow Honour), now addiessed to a peasant It became
vossa Senlworia (your Lordship), under Ferdinand-Isabella and 1)
Manoel Portugal then promoted 1t to zorse Alese (yowm High-
ness), and ““your Majesty ” was imported into Spam by Chailes V
from Germany, the land of ‘‘ciown punces,” *mchdukes,”
‘“serenities” and so foith  Vossa Alavstd was defimtively adopted
by D Joam IV after the Restoration (1640)
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Mauld Abd el-Malik, and the town opened her gates to
the Portuguese This turn of the tide excited D Sebas-
tiam to the prejudice of patience and prudence. The
tieasury containing no wherewithal to hire troops n
Tuscany or Nassau, new taxes and benevolences wele
1mposed, nay, almost enforced upon the people, causing
abundant discontent, and the futile hurry of the pre-
parations took much from their efficiency.

The flower of Portugal’s fighting-force was 1n India
The officers and gentlemen of the Court, instead of
laying 1n stores of junk, biscuit and water, filled their
canteens with bonbons and sweetmeats To arms and
armour they prefeired rich suits of silk and gold brocade,
and their tents were furnished with piecious stuffs and
silver vases  Chauvinism was rampant one carpet-
kmght, wont to “caper imn a lady’s chamber,” swore to
fry and eat, with o1l and vinegar, the Moorish Emperor’s
ears The King, whose head was “full of the fumes of
Marocco,” ordered a sermon for preaching on the occa-
sion of his conquest, and prepared the Imperial, which
which was to supersede the Royal, Crown But hs
soldiers, who were lttle cared for and poorly rationed,
could hardly have liked their prospects

Portuguese writers absolve the nation by charging the
whole imprudence upon the King Vet he seems to have
galvanised the country mto an enthusiasm which began
with himself. Padre Lwz Alvares 1s compelled to cast
blame, not upon one party, but upon the general “Who
killed thee?” asks the celebiated oratol, apostiophising,

2 A2
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the Monarch 1n a funeral eulogium “Killed thee the
Bishop , killed thee the Regulars, killed thee the Secu-
lars, killed thee the Grandees, killed thee the citizens,
killed thee the plebeians, killed thee I, killed thee all
of us, since no hand was put forth to withhold thee
from thy doom” They all were 1n fault and, conse-
quently, no one was to blame

The hall 1s still shown in the Cintia Palace wheie Dom
Sebastiam held his last levée, and where the crown fell
from his head On March 14, 1578, the King wrote to
the Pnor of the Coimbra Convent, begging the loan of the
swoird carried 1n battle by “the great and valiant first king
of this reign, El Rer Dom Afonso Aminiquez”1 Three
months afterwards (June 14) the Aichbishop blessed,
in the Cathedral of Lisbon, the Royal Banner, which
showed, for the first time, the Cinques of Portugal,
capped by an Imperial Crown yet to be won  This
was the flag which, when the fate of battle turned
agamnst him, the unhappy King stiove to 1ecover as his
shroud He left the building with his suite 1n the order
of their entrance, 1efused to retuin to the Pago do R:-
. berro (Strand-palace) , and boaided his galley 1n order
to hasten the movements of his captains

At last! On June 24, the Armada of some 940 keel,
under Admiral D. Diogo de Sousa, sailed over Tagus’
bar. It was led by the King, who had constituted him-
self Commander-n-Chief of his 17,000 men or 24,000,

! The letter 15 punted 1 facsmule by the 4ntiguario Conembs s
cense,
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including 6,000 to 7,000 mercenaries -Despite this pre-
cipitate departure, invaluable time was wasted upon the
voyage at Lagos, at Cadiz and at Tanger, this port being
made onlyon July 6 Ample leisure was thus given to
the enemy for mustering and concentrating his forces
The rash young general should at once have attacked
Larache (El-Arish), the harbour lying immediately to
the South he amused himself with hunting for three
days (again Acteon'), and with skirmishing about the
environs He then embaiked for Asfla, and lay twelve
days about the town, disdaining even to fortify his camp
A reconnaissance mn force, commanded by the Sherif’s
brother, was readily repulsed, D Sebastiam taking an
active part in the mélée which he 1eported to Lisbon
with some emphasis Abd el-Malk made overtures for
peace, actually offering to cede Larache They were
not honoured with a reply

On the 29th of July, one of the hottest months 1n a
chmate of extremes, the expedition marched from Asfla
on the Atlantic main 1ts objective was “ Alcacerquivir ”
(El-Kasr elkabir) so called from the legend of its
foundation! The townlet surrounded by its gardens,
lies twenty miles from Larache, on the high way to Fez?®

! Gethaid Rohlfs (‘‘ Adventures in Marocco,” London, 1874)
assigns to 1t a population of 30,000, which Dr Leared, who tells
the legend, reduces to 6,000-7,000 Like all these places m Atlas-
land, 1t 1s almost a rn

2 Ibn Batutah explamns the name of his native city by “Fas”
(a battle-axe), the weapon found there when digging the founda-
tion
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and Mequinez, distant some seventy miles The ad-
vance was harassed by continual attacks , and the
soldiers, who carried rations for only five or six days,
suffered from heat, hunger and thirst

At a budge, stll spanning the Wed! M’Hassan
{Mubhassan), to the north of ElKasr, took place the
affray called the “Battle of the Bridge” The enemy
retired and the King advanced On the night of Aug
3, he took up what he considered a stiong position,
fronting his objective In 1ea1, or south of the town
El-Kasr, runs the Lucos? o1 Larache 1vel, hete some
eighty yards broad, and receiving lower down the Mu-
hassan influent Thus both flanks weie completely ex-
posed 8 The expenenced Sherif, Abd el-Malik, noting
the position, exclaimed that the Portuguese King was

1 ¢Wed,” foo Wady (a fiumaia, 2 winterb:ook) in the debased
Arabic of Noith-Westein Afiica, has been adopted under the foim
““QOued ” by French, Spamsh and Portuguese D1 Leated (p 5,
etc ) calls the Wady ““ M’Hassen” otheis Mokhazem

2 Pronounced by the people El-Kus, and cortupted by Euiopeans
to Lucos and Louccos It 1s the Mulucha of Camoens (1 105),
and the Lixus flumen placed by Pliny (v 1) and P Mela
{1 10) 1n Mauritama Tingitana The Matoccans would term 1t a
¢ Milyaneh ” (full) because 1t flows all the yeai round, as opposed
to a ‘“Wady ”

* M D’Antas (loc cit ) has confused the topography by giving
two influents to the Lucos, the Poituguese standing between them
This capital erro1 which defends both flanks has been duly coi-
rected by Dr Leaed (Appendix A, pp 65~68) The MS. map
which my late fiiend kindly sent me shows the Muhassan, after
receiving a small imnfluent, falling into the Lucos below El-Kasr,
and he places the battle i the **Doab” of the Muhassan-Lucos,
he great plain extending south to El-Kas:.
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lost Misfortunes were also foreseen by Mauld Ahmed,
who, however, could not persuade D Sebastiam to delay
battle tll the afternoon, when the great heat had passed

At dawn, on Aug 4, 1578, began the terrible drama
known to history as the “Battle of Alcacerquivir”
D Sebastiam, after expending time upon his devotions,
behaved with charactenstic aadour and wilfulness He
toiebade any of hus captains to take the offensive against
the opponent without his formal o1ders Thus the small
Poituguese foice of 15,000, mostly pikemen, with 36
guns and 2,400 hoises, had not even the poor chance
of a general charge The day has often been described
Its details belong to another place, and the merest
sketch must heie suffice Mauld Abd el-Malik, who had,
they say, been poisoned, commanded from a Iitter, and
died “1n the arms of victory ” According to Portuguese
annabsts, he led 54,000 men, besides hosts of Bdsh-
buzuks or iriegular hoisemen  He disposed his force
1n crescent foim, the cusps or wings being extended to
outflank and overlap the enemy this tactic failed three
centuries later at the Battle of Isly, and succeeded only
too well at Isandula of the Amazulu The Moslem
centie was on high ground, masked and ready to attack
at a moment’s notice The invader’s flank was tuined ,
a few bulliant futile chaiges wele easily repulsed by
numbeis at least treble, the gunneis were either cut
down or compelled to fly , the fatal sauve guz peur was
heard; and, after fowr hours, some g,000 Portuguese
stiewed the field.

D Sebastiam, mstead of directing his army, had in-
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dulged himself in sabremg Moors He now fought, not
for victory, but for a soldier’s death, and his last mo-
ments are full of tragic mterest Mauld Ahmed offered
to escort him to Tangler he iefused He 1ejected the
enemy’s offers of life at the price of honour, he might
have been saved by yielding himself prisoner Sword
1n hand, and followed by only 300 men, he flung himself
upon the Moors, and, finally, he plunged desperately
mto the enemy’s ranks at the head of his dimimshed
band of gentlemen. There he was lost to sight Mauli
Ahmed, who had shown great biavery, was eventually
drowned when swimming the Wed Muhassan  Three
kings 1n one day!

The newly acclaimed Sherif, Ahmed bin Muhommed,
assembling the Portuguese pusoners immediately after
the battle, demanded intelligence concerning their King
Sebastiam de Rezende, a gentleman of the bedchamber,
offered to show the remamns , and was sent with an
escort to fetch them The corpse, found stripped of
armour and raiment, was covered by a cloth, and carried
by a horseman across his saddle-bow, the hands being
tied to prevent frightening the animal When it was
placed upon a mat 1n the presence of the Moslem, he
could hardly master his emotion , and the Christian
nobles showed by tears and sobs that no mistake had
been made A deep and mortal scimitar-cut seamed the
right side of the head, evidently after the helmet had
fallen off, there were others of minor importance, and
one of the upper arms had been ploughed by a ball.

The body was provisionally buried with due honour
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at El-Kasr, in the Palace of the Kéid, Ibrahim el-
Sofyam1 The Sherif allowed 1t to be exhumed during
the ensuing September at the imnstance of the Cardinal-
king, D Hennque It was deposited at Ceuta tll
1582 , when Philip IT removed the coffin with great
pomp to the Church of the Hieronymites, Belem
About a century aftertwaids, D Pedro II (of Portugal)
opened the shell that still contained the bones, built
a tomb and inscribed 1t with the following unhappy
lines —
Conditu1 hoc tumulo, sz zes @ ¢sf fama, Sebastus
Quem tuht m Libycis mois properata plagis

Nec dicas falli 1egem qui vivere credit,
Pro 1ege extincto mors quasi vita fuit

The 1talicised woids, a puipureus pannus, evidently
bortowed by the latinaster from the “Georgics” (v 43),
read as 1if there were some doubt concerning the tenant
of the tomb, when none was intended

D Sebastiam’s history after death 1s a curious episode
in the national annals He began by appearmng m the
form of many claimants he ended with becoming a 7e-
diwrus The latter class 1s found all the woild over .
it 1s usually the birth of great triumphs or national
reverses which stir and fever the public mind The
Poituguese in the sixteenth century, depressed by the

! The ““one Alnaen Sufiane” of that model failure, Murray’s
¢ Handbook of Poitugal” (xxiv-xavi) The wnter tells us that
the body was never ransomed,” and theiefore (') the probability 1s
that 1t could never be authenticated ” Mr J J Aubertin did
wiong to quote such rubbish (note to Canto 1)
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loss of their libeities, and inflamed by the memones of
a gloious past, 1efused to believe 1n the death of their
Kmg They may not have liked the young despot, but
they must have regarded him with the fondness of pude
when they dubbed him The Regletted Suiely Dom
Sebastiam will some day come to his own agan, will
raise fiom the dust his people Portingall Hence every
pretender was eagerly acclaimed by a host of aident
behevers four came foiwaid befoire the century expued,
and all were easily put out of the way by Span

But when yeats 1an on, and D Sebastiam’s tetm of
Iife had expired, he becamc a zedsrsvus proper  The
history of these supernaturals 1s cuilous on account of
the causes which produce them Thus the Jews hold
that holy David sits 1n the cave under his tomb, that
his flesh will not see conuption and that he will 1e-
appear as the Messiah Thus Saint John the Evangelist,
like Enoch and Elyah, did not die, the base of the story
being a musunderstood test (John xu1 21-22) hence,
“¢habited 1n priest’s garments, he descended the steps of
an alta1 into an open giave, mn which he laid himself down,
not 1 death, but mn sleep, until the comning of Chist ”
Nero, last of the Casais, was another Mostly these
phenomena hybernate in magic antres, as the Seven
Sleepers of Ephesus (fifth century), and the Hohenstaufen
F Barbaiossa® Others dwell m enchanted 1slands hike

! Drowned (A.D 119) durmng the Coem-de-Lion Ciusade m the
River Kalykadamus (%04 Selef) of Seleucia Piof Sepp had a
mania for finding lis bones i Tyie , but he did not find them.
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Samnt Borondon and his suite  Others simply disap-
pear like the Moslem Mahd: 1n our ninth century he
1s expected to 1eturn, and so is Hindu Vishnu in form
of Kalki D Sebastam became O Princpe Encuberto
(the hidden Prince), and his “second coming” a tenet,
a belief, a religion  The “ Sebastianistas,” as they were
called, looked forward to a manner of Messiah, rather
Judeean, however, than Christian Therr austere hives
have at times been thrown away 1n acts of teirible fana-
ticism, especially in the sacrifice of women and children
to hasten the advent!

Again, the “Redivivus ” 1s often kept alive for political
purposes The Braganza House used the Sebastianist
legend to stiengthen Portuguese nationality, and the
supetstition caused great difficulties for Marshal Junot
In those timesa quarter of the population, 1t 1s computed,
were believels Some day the Greek prest, who, carry-
ing the Pyx, disappeaied with the column of St Sophia
whilst Mohammed, the Osmanli, was urging his charger

The cave 1s 1n the Kyfhauser mountans of Thuringia, whence
Rufus at times sends foith his dwaif slave —

Geh vo1 das Schloss, O Zweig'
Und schau ob noch die Raben
Heifliegen um den Beig.

Go, dwarf, the Schloss before, And see 1f Ravens still, Ciy1ound
the mount and o’er

! Every history of Poitugal and the Brazil notices these horrors.
Nou 1s the sect extinct as some believe I have spoken with them
at Biazihan S Paolo and the “‘Seitam ” (interior), wheie they still
linge1
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up to the high altar, will keep his word and reappear -
when he does appear the Turk will finally pass the
Hellespont Even Maximihan, first Emperor of Mexico,
may be seen again  His body was 1dentified as carefully
as that of D Sebastiam , yet many of the Istrian vulgus,
especially at Trieste and Pola, believe that their beloved
Archduke still lives beyond the seas, under the charge
of three jailors, capta1hs in the Englsh, French and
Austrian navies .

The crowning disaster of El-Kasr led to the downfall
of Portugal mn the East D Lws d’Athaide, named
Viceroy for the second time (Aug 31, 1578), died of
grief on Maich 10, 1581 The run was precipitated by
internal disorganisation, and by the neglect of the Spanish
conquerors The intruders were attacked by the Turks,
the Persians and “the Moghul” Holland, revolting
from Philip I, seized therr Indian colonies, and was
followed by England The Prince of Maskat drove them
from Arabia, Diu (1668) and East Africa, where their
scanty garrisons were massacred  Siam and Ava, China
and Japan were not slow to follow suit; and the result
was a geneial and total collapse D Joam IV., who
restored independence to Portugal (1640), could not
save her Ornental empire !

! The subject does mot belong to the life of Camoens: for
details see Introductions to Hakluyt’s ““Correa” (pp. Ii -lxv1 ), and
Halluyt’s ¢ Varthema” (a1 cv1).
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D. HENRIQUE
(1578-80)

“THE CHASTE,” who 1s described as “uniting the
sceptre with the ring ” (to the damage of both), was sixty-
eight years at his accession, and so infirm that he was
suckled like a babe Panfully unhke the first of his
name, he died in the year which may have witnessed a
far greater loss, Camoens (?), and the lieges sang of

him .—
Viva El Rer Dom Heniigque
Nos anfer nos matytos anosy
Que derxor no testamento
Lortugal aos Castelhanos

{May the King Dom Henry live | Many yeais in Satan’s 1eign |
Who by will and testament | Left our Portugal to Spamn )

With D Henique expired the house of Viseu, and
the ummpoitant event gave rise to momentous con-
sequences The succession had not been settled, and a
host of claimants took the field The six principals
presently resolved themselves mto two. These were D
Antonio,! Prior of Crato, illegitimate son of D Luis,
the brother of D Joam III , and Philip IT, whose claim
through his mother, the Infanta Isabella, sister of D.
Joam III and the Cardmal, was null and void by her
marriage. But the latter had with him the “ God of big

1 «Don Antonio” was achnowledged by the English (Hakluyt’s
“¢ Lancaster,” p. 7).
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battalions ” The others were the Pope, Giegory XIII ;
the Prince of Parma; Elizabeth of England and D Joam,
Duke of Braganza, who headed the national party Some
preparations for defence were organised by D Francisco
de Almeida, who was encouraged by Camoens, another
of the “patiiot poet’s ” farlures even The Lusiads could
not light the spark of patriotic enthusiasm  So de-
pressed was the national spit that 1ejoicings, mstead of
opposttion, met the Duke of Alva when he maiched
upon Lisbon and proclamed D Philip I of Portugal

This monarch presently visited in person what had be-
come once more a mere province of his empire At the
caprtal he honoured himself by asking after Camoens .
and expressed his regret when told that the Arch-poet
had passed beyond human aid The death had been
so far happy that 1t spared a weary spmit the last
misery which can affict a lover of his natne land

This national degradation was the openmng scene of the
“sixty years’ captivity”, and 1t 1educed the unfortunate
country to her lowest ebb—donde, says a Portuguese
writer 1 1836, a® fgge nido ha podido mais levantar-se
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