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THOSE KIND FRIENDS,
ESPECIALLY TO THOSE MEMBERS 01'

THE ROYA.L GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
WHO DAVE AlDED .AND ENCOUlU.GED ME TO COME FORWARD WITH

•
THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE

AFFECTIONATELY

INSCRIBE D.

RIOHARD F. BURTON.

ADVE~TIS~MENT .
•
THE reader is respectfully requested to observe
that I have Five main Objections to the present
. " settlement" of the Nile question by deriving the
great river from the supposed "Victoria Nyanza
Lake: "There is a difference of .levels in the upper and in
the lower part of the so-called Lake. This point is
important only when taken in connection with the
following.
The native report that the Mwerango River rises
from the hills in the centre of the so-called Lake.
The general native belief that there is a road
through the so-called Lake.

.

ADVERTISEMENT•

IV

The fact that the southern part of the so-called
Lake floods the country for thirteen miles) whereas

.

<

the low and marshy northern shore is not inundated.
The phenomenon that the so-called Lake swells
during the dry period of the Nile) and mce versa.

RICHARD F. BURTON.
Hotrss, DAVENTBY,
Nov. 21" 1864.

CHURCHILL

PREFATORY REMARKS.
•
I HERE propose to write a few lines of introductory
matter to a Memoir which was read by me before
the Royal Geographical Society, on November 14th,
1864, and which is now published with more of
detail. It is, however, still a notice purely geographical of a paper, "The Upper Basin of the
Nile, from Inspection and Information," by my late
lamented companion, Captain J. H. Speke, F.R.G.S.,
published in the J oumal of the Royal Geographical
Society, vol. xxxiii., 1863.
The melancholy event of September 15th, 1864,
which cast a gloom over our meetings at the pleasant
" Bath Association," precludes the possibility of my
entering into any questions of a private or a personal
nature. It would, of course, have been far more
congenial to my feelings to have met Captain Speke
upon the platform, and to have argued out the affair
before the scientific body then assembled. I went
down fairly to seek this contest on September 13th.
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The day for the discussion was appointed for September 16th. Some hundreds of persons were
assembled in the rooms of Section E, and when I
appeared 'there it was only ·to hear that my quondam
friend and Nile rival had on the previous afternoon
lost his life by the merest accident. I had seen him
at 13.0 P.M.; at 4 P.M. he was a corpse During the
first shock caused by this most painful announcement
I could not command myself to speak on the subject.
Being now aboutto leave Europe for some years, during which the Nile question will have greatly changed
its present aspect, I cannot, in justice to the public,
as well as to myself allow errors-of late almost
generally received-to make further way. This is
the object of the present volume. At the same
time, be it distinctly understood that, whilst differing
from Captain Speke upon almost every geographical
subject supposed to be U settled" by his exploration
of 1860-63, I do not stand forth as an enemy of
the departed; that no man can better appreciate the
noble qualities of energy, courage, and perseverance
which he so eminently possessed than I do, who knew
him for so many years, and who travelled with him
as a brother, until the unfortunate rivalry respecting

PREJrATOBY.

the Nile Sources arose like the ghost of discord

between us, and was fanned to a flame by the enmity
and the ambition of U friends. U
o

o

o

o

o

I wish in no way to depreciate the solid services
rendered to geography by the gallant and adventurous
travellers, Captains Speke and Grant.. They brought
us in an absolute gain of some 850 geographical
miles-between S.. lat.. go and N. lat.. SO,-before
known by only the vaguest reports. When, however, the bulletin of the French Geographical Society
(p. 266, tome vi. of 1868) speaks out 80 boldly upon
the moot question of the Nile Sources, it hardly
becomes English geographers to hold back, It is
now, I believe, the opinion of scientific Europe that
the problem is wholly unsolved, and, more still, that
within the last. four years the Nile Basin has acquired an amount of fable which it never had in the
days of Pliny and Ptolemy..
A brief notice of the circumstances under which
the second expedition of onr Society was formed is a
preliminary indispensable towards defining its results.
The day after his return to England (May 9th, 1859)
Captain Speke w~ induced to call at the roems of

••
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the Royal Geographical Society, and to set on foot a
new exploration. Having understood that 'he 'was
to await my arrival in London before appearing in '
public, I was too 'late with'my own project. This was
to enter'Eastern Africa ma the Somali' country, or
by landing, at the Arab town of Mombas, whence the
south-eastern watershed of the 'Nilotic Basin might
be easily determined, My offer was not preferred .by
the Council of the Royal, Geographical Society. I
have, however, every reason to believe, even by the
testimony of the last expedition, that the -Mombas
line was in every way superior. With this opinion
the learned M. V. A. Malte Brun coincides.
Captain Speke left England on April 27th, 1860,
and set out definitively from Zanzibar on September
25th of 'the same year. On January 23rd, 1861,
the traveller arrived at our old depot, Kazeh, in
Unyamwezi, about S. lat. 5°. In 1858 he had
marched from that point northwards, and after 300
direct, or 425 indirect, miles, covered in forty-seven
days, from July 9th to August 25th, he sighted a
water of whose existence he had heard from Arabs
as well as Africans. Standing 250 feet above the
lake, which some called Ukerewe, and the others by
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the generic name, Nyanza-sea, ford, or stream, in
fact, like Nyassa, the southern lake, it means simply
a water-he saw 20 to 22 miles of water breadth; not
enough, indeed, to command a liquid horizon between
the islands, which he calls Mazita, Ukerewe, and Ma-jid, and certainly not, as he states, "over 100 miles"
( What led to the Dzscoverg of the Sources of the
Nile, p.. 811). He returned to me at Kazeh, con..
vinced that he had lifted the veil of Isis, that he had
discovered in that U broad open lake," not only the
U sources of some great river,' but the SOURCES OF
THE NILE.
Now, rivers do not arise in lakes,
especiallywhen lakes have extensive inundations; and
Captain Speke distinctly reported, after his first expedition to that water, that the Nyanza, being nearly
flush with the surface of the level country to the
south, shows signs of overflowing for Borne 13
miles during the rains. 0 I soon found the subject
... During the second expedition he found no ligna of overfto.....
ing on the JD.a1'Bhy lands to the N. and N.W. of the lake. This
clrcomstanoe, combined with 400 feet of di1rerenoe in the IAvel of
the BUl'face of his Victoria N yan., apeaks for itself. At our
opning ~" of the Royal Geographical Society tOt 1864, Dr.
MlJne auerted that such inundation might take place by 81lppoaillg
a Borge at the north or the Luta.. We Bhould like to hear more
upon that mbject,from the learned gentleman.
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too sore for discussion. Captain Speke neve! reflected that the' more my expedition did, the better
for me. Presently I detected, by means of Arab
travellers, many minor errors in his actual exploration, such as making Mazita, and perhaps Ukerewe,
islands instead of a peninsula. Nor could I hear
anything, beyond the old legend which almost all
African tribes possess, touching ships' logs, sextants,
or white :men near the head of the Nile, of which
none of my informants had heard. The Arabs of
Kazeh equally ignored the familiar tribal names of
Nyam Nyam, Bahri (Bari), Kidi, Shilluks, and
Dinkas, Also, in his original sketch, Captain Speke
carried his Victoria Nyanza to N. lat. 2° (Lake
RegzOns of Central Afrzca, p. 206, &c.). Finally,
the season of the Nile inundation (as I have stated in
the Lake Regions of Central Afrzca, vol. ii., p. 218)
peremptorily forbade the belief that the Nyanza is an
important feeder of the White Nile. That river in
Egypt, floods in June and falls in December;
allowing time for the water to flow, it is therefore full
during the dry season, and low duringthe rainy season
south of the equator. About the Tanganyika Lake,
rain falls only during the six months when the sun is

PREFATORY.
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in its southern declination. For in Unyamwe~ as in
Congo, the rains divide the year into two unequal
portions of eight and four months, namely, the wet
season, which commences with violence in September and ends in May; and the dry hot season,
which rounds off the year.
In the sketch-map prefixed to these pages, I have
shown all that is actually known of the so-called
U Victoria N yanza. n
The result is a blank space
covering nearly 29,000 miles, and containing possibly half a dozen waters. Its disappearance is
startling, but it has not been made to disappear
without ample reason. We can accept only the
southern part seen by Captain Speke when he was
despatched from Kazeh, whilst I prepared for a
toilsome march upon Kilwa, and the north-western
water which he touched in January-July, 186.2.
He brought home, as his original sketch-maps show, a
long parallelogram extending from north to south,
and ending in the latter direction with a kind of
triangle, whose arms fell in from the north-east and
north-west. This triangle was the only portion that
he actually sighted; and a simple protraction of its
arms, with a horizontal shore-line connecting their
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extremities, is the secret of the present Victoria.
N yanza's recognised and official shape.

On his second expedition, Captain Speke left Kazeh
in the middle of May, 1861, and travelled to the northwest, holding

80

strongly by his preconceived ideas

of the line of march lying parallel to the lake
that he never was at pains to ascertain it was there.

He Blight have visiterl it when living with King
Rumanika of Karagwn, but he did not.

After that

time he turned to the north bending east, and on
January 28, 1862, he sighte(l a water, which he at

once instinctively determined to bl tlw Nyallza. In
vain the ehief~ a1}<1 people assured him that there
l

were two lakes, and not one; and even asked hirn

why he hall

Hot marched across

of walking ronnel it?

his (nyu lake instead

And as he records in Iris

Journal these remarks whiclt could not disperse ftH'C'gone conclusions, his evidence has been justly called

" insufficient an:1 inconclusive."

Captain Speke, shortly after leaving Rumanika,
crossed the Kitangulc River, a large stream running

from S."!. to K.E.

It is difficult. to understand by
"

his ~J ournal at how luany plates ])(. actually touched
the supposed Nyanza, although it appears from his
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map that he perceived it at Mashonde and at
Mashaka, and that he continued in sight of it as
far as the Katonga River, a total of 50 geographical
miles. The only actual record is at page 390 of
his J oumal, where, at Murchison Creek, he walks
over hills and swamps to the west side of the
lake, and is conveyed across the mouth of a deep
U rush-drain" to the royal yacht establishment of
Uganda. The red route-line on Captain Speke's
Journal-map., running from Murchison Creek to the
Ripon Falls, is a mere mistake; neither of the
travellers saw a mile of the ground.
Thus the Westmt1'tster Revie», No. 50, Al?ril,
1864, p. 315, distinctly asserts, that "on his first
journey, in 1858, Captain Speke merely visited the
southern extremity of the lake in about 2° 30' S.
1at, On his second journey, he and Captain Grant,
though they skirted the north-western side of the
- lake, did not reach it except at the Murchison Creek,
in 0° 21' 19" N.lat., and 32° 44' 30" E. long, . . . '.
80 that, in point of fact, the Nyanza was actually
visited at only two points, the one at the north, the
at the south end. n Besides, had Captains Speke
and Grant really seen - which they did not - the

14
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three sides of the Nyanza, they would have left
wholly unexplored 50,000 square geographical
miles, a space somewhat larger than England and
"Tales, i\.. careful survey was necessary before
joining with the Nyanza the Bahari-Ngo or Baringo
Lake. Captain Speke, whilst assuring his readers
that the Asua-s-on a former occasion he had called
it the Usua-River, which drains the latter into
the Tubiri, ::JIcri, or tIpper White Nile, cannot bc
connected with the former, actually runs the two
reservoirs into one. Thus, without counting the
Katonga Valley;" he gives a fourth great outlet to
his Victoria N Jvanza, the others heine
t\VO lanro
b
0
water-courses which he calls "rush-drains,H and
makes to feed the main stream, or White Nile,
These three effluents were found at the northwestern corner of the lake, within a little more than
GO miles, a phenomenon which 'will not readily be
* Tho Journal, pp. 277-278, makes

this feature wholly unintelligible; the water in the H succession of rush-drains is always
lowest when most rain fell " (1). U There is no doubt that they
flowed into the lake [i.e., to tho S. E.], as I could see by the
trickling waters in Borne few places [is that a. test 1J ;" yet just,
outside the valley tho U rush-drains were going to northward H _
the opposite wav,
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accepted by geographers. It is far easier to believe
in three independent lakes or widenings of rivers,
which, the traveller owns, never exposed to him.
" a broad surface."
On July 19th, 1862, Captain Grant, without valid
apparent reason, was sent to the head-quarters of
King Kamrasi, of UnyOlO, lying in 1° 37' N. lat. to
the N.W., and away from the lakes. Captain
Speke, apparently determined alone to do the work,o
marched from Urondogani southwards to the place
where the river, which he believed to be the White
Nile, issued from the supposed Nyanza Lake. There
again no sea horizon was seen. After following the
stream about 50 miles to the northward from the
Ripon Falls, he left it and rejoined Captain Grant.
Both travellers proceeded together to Chagnz~ the
palace of King Kamrasi, at the confluence of two
effiuents from the supposed Nyanza, the Kafu, t and
The Wutmitvter Beuiew (we. cit., p. 346) remarka of this
feat: "But Grant will have little to regret, and Burton will be
more than avenged, ahould Tanganyika and not N.f&DZl\ prove to
be the head of the Nile.. 'J
t The Kafu is & continuation of the Mwerango River, which
Captain Bpeke was informed l'O88 amonpt hills to tho. IOuth.
Thua the billa were in his own lake, "Viotoria N;yanza."
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the supposed "rhite Nile, of whose bed 80 to 90
miles, between IT rondogani and Chaguzi, were left
unvisited.
From Chaguzi, Captains Spekc and Grant again
followed the stream for 50 miles as far as the
Karuma Falls, in 2 0 15/ N. lat,

The" Nile ,~ bending

to the N.'V., they left it at a considerable distance,
and marched northwards 10 25' -

85 miles,

Thus

nearly 140 miles of stream issuing from the sup-

posed Victoria Nyallza were left entirely doubtful.
.After much delay and lllany mistakes, they presently carne upon the lower course of what \YUS
supposed to he the stream 'which they had left.
higher up. But, in truth, they had lost all traces of
it. The people consulted by Captain Spoke " would
or could not tell him ,vhere the stream had gOlle
to. n

lIe hclicyctl the Nile to be not far off

(p. 585),

yet, do or say what he 'would, everybody declared it
was fifteen marches distant, and that it could not be

visited under a month.

Captain Spcke, however,

" knew in his mind all the reports were false," and

the very first march from Faloro U brought him to
Paira, a collection of villages within sight of the
Nile.H It is evident from his map that the supposed
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White River, which may have been his own JGvira,o
or otherstream, discharged itself into the U Little Luta
Nzige' t Lake, afterwards decreed to bea 'c backwater."
Instead however of beating the stream, Captain Speke
had clearly missed it: it might easily have been
drained by the Jur (Djour), which runs parallel to the
White River, or by a similar branch into the Bahr el
Ghazal, lately visited by Mr. Consul Petherick, Captain Speke's explanation of this peculiar phenomenon,
and the exceeding difficulties into which that explanation has led him, will be found in the following pages.
The task of settling the many points touching the
.. Given, like the Katonga and the XitaDgule, aB an inftnent to
the Lake Nyanza in Captain Spake'. map protracted in the field,
and now in the bands of Mr. Findlay, F.R.G.S. It is I1l8picioualy
like the nune Kim, the region weRt of the ao-ca11ed .Napoleon
ChanneL :Mr. Findlay, I believe, first luggested that it would
be better to make the Kivira an emuent flowing to Gondokoro.
Captain Speke (What kd to the DUcovef'y, &c., P. 258) says :
"The (U1Og&) man <at Kazeh) called the river Kivira, and described
it as being much broader, deeper, and stronger in its current ibm
either the Katonga or the Kitangule River ; that it came from
the lake, and that it intersected stony hilly ground OD ita passage
to the N. W. )J All this is simply an after.thought, as a rererence to
Captain Speke's original map will show. Yet in his What lea ID U'6
Dt.Ko"'h &0. J po 308, he boasts that this map, prepared before
leaving' Un;yuyembe, WM U Be) ambstantially correct that in ita
general outliDes he had nothing whatever to alter. U Let the
reader OCJIqpa.t'O them.

18
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."Luta Nzige It mystery has been left to Mr. Baker,
who, by letter dated "~um, June 8th, 1864,"
was reported to have arrived at Kamrasi's palace,
A little beyond Apuddo, in lat. 8° 84' 88", near
the confluence of the Asua and the White Nile, Captain Speke (Journal, &c., p. 592) U at once went to
see the tree said to have been cut by an Englishman
.some time before," and he found U something like the
letters M. I." In the map it seems placed to tkewest
of "the Nile." M. Miani, an Italian traveller, who
has lately organised a fresh expedition for exploring
the Asua River, marked his extreme point 1° 34' 33",
or 94·5 miles further south. He says distinctly ( Commercia d' Eg/ttto of Cairo, Sept. 22nd and24th), "My
name, as marked upon Captain Speke's chart, does
not occur at the position assigned to it, but much
farther to the south, in fact at the 2nd degree of N.
latitude on the eastern bank of the river, in the
country of the Galuffi, whereas they (Captains
Speke and Grant) place it on the left or western
bank without naming any adjacent city." M. Miani
further declares that some envious person pointed
out to the explorers the tree where it is not. I have
lately seen his sketch-map, sent to the Royal Geo-
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graphical Society, in which he calls the U Lower
Asue" the U Merl River."
If this be true, what becomes of the confluence
of the Asua
and the so-called White Nile? Every
.
. attention should have been paid to the former, which
is dismissed in a few words, merely telling us that
the expeditionists sent up the Nile by Mohammed Ali
had given an exaggerated account of its volume, and.
had fallen 20 miles.. short of their own U farthest
point. n But travellers ascending a stream are
generally better judges of the main line than those
descending, and of late years all explorers upward
bound have pointed to the Asua or upper waters of
the Tubiri or Meri as the True Nile.. Mr..Petherick, I am informed, makes, after measurement, the
volume of' Asua nearly equal to that of the main
line of the Nile.. In p.. 598 of his J ournal, Captain
Speke compares what he believes to be the true Nile
with U a fine Highland stream, n in fact a kind of
u creek," which seems a queer main drain for his
mighty Nyanza. Besides, Captain Speke makes in
his own map the Asua to be the great south-eastern
fork of the White Nile, and the main drain of the
Bahari-Ngo Lake. Whether this feature does or does
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not exist in the size now attributed to it, the Asua
proceeds directly from the north-western water-shed
of the giaut peaks which represent, I believe,

Ptolemy's Lunar Range. It is there fed by the CEthiopic Olympus, Kitima-Njaro, whose height (20,000
feet) and whose snows arc at length attested by Baron
Carl VOIl der Decken. That enterprising traveller
has again proposed to enter East Africa by one of
the lHany strenms-c-the ,} uh, thp Oz], or the Sabakifalling into the Indian Ocean, and to remove the mists
which overhang the highly interesting Baliari-Ngo.
From the tiU1C 'when Captain Spoke left the Asua
his life is public. 'From Alexandria he tclegram'd,
in April, 1863, to the Foreign Office, these H pregnant words : "-" Inform Sir Roderick Murchison
that all is 'well, that we arc in lat. 14° 30 upon the
Nilc, and that the Nile is settled." (Sec Proceed'infJs (~f the IloIIOl (ifofJrapltical J.'Joc'tefy, vol. viii.,
No. III.,. p. 10; also" Annual Address" of ~lay
20, 1803, I)l'oceedin.'ls, vol, viii. Ko. TV.) The
startling assertion announced to the meeting of ~fay
11, 1863, caused a prodigious sensation. Mean'while Captain Speke was feted in Egypt by His.
Highness the Pasha~ and by His ~Iajestv of Picd1

.21

mont was presented with a medal bearing the

gratifying inscription, "Honor est a Nilo." At
Southampton he was received by the civic authorities and sundry supporters, including a Colonel
Rigby)o of the Bombay army, ex-Consul of Zansibar, who had taken a peculiar part in promoting,
for purely private reasons, the proposed N yanza-Nile
expedition of Captain Speke versus the Mambas-Nile
exploration proposed by myself.. On June 22nd,
1863, he received an ovation in the shape of a
special meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, when the windows were broken in by the
eager crowd, who witnessed, it is said, a somewhat
disenchan ting exhibition.
From that day the fate of the U settlement U of the
Nile was well-nigh settled. Those who had hailed
the solution of the great problem with the highest.
gratification, and who were most ready to accept it,
felt a sensible cooling of their enthusiasm.

Despite

Ah! tha.t ha.nh voiceJ tha.~ arroga.nt style, that saucy superfici&1ity which decided on everything, that insolent arrogance that
contradicted everybody : it was impOBSible to mistake them! ADd
Coninpbr had the pleasure of' seeing reproduced before him the
guardiAn of hie youth • ... * Nicholas BightJ." Chap. 11.
•

U

c
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the differences which had E;prnng up between us, I
had been one of the first to pronounce the most
flattering opinion of the exploratory results, when
the first personal account of the chicf explorer at

little Iuul been dfl'eted, compared with the enormous claims put forth. It is
SOlllcthing to pass over 350 uutroddcn 1111Ies: it is

once sllcnycd

lUC 110\'/

something more to "settle the great Xile problem

for ever."
l~\trth with

controversies touching lake-issues and

other geographical })0111t8 appeare(l in the public
pap('r~.

Captain Spekc attempted to veto such

expressions uf thought-so likely in this land!ant] " a welcome to Captain Speke n

,,'<UJ

put forth

in August, 18G3, l,y Blach.'u·ood's Jfagaz£ne-a.

periodical from wliiclr, f{)r re(1S011S best known to
myself, and wholly unworthy of lJt~illg placed before
the public, I have never of late years expected to
rccei ve justice." In "January, 18G4, the sul~e(;t
was thrown open by Captain Spekc's Journal (~/
'*' The author of the

"'Vclcollle'~""-'\Titb:mof

course by way of
advertisement-boasted thus: H "'~e were the first to Batisfy ourselves with Captain Spoke's geographical views." I congratulate the
Editors, and only hope that they will be the last.
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the Ihsooverg of the S01ltTCe of the Nile. It went
off rapidly for a short time, after which, despite all
exertions on the part of the enterprising publishers,
it suddenly ceased to make its way-thus dealing
a second heavy blow to the It settlement" question.
The last-the coup de grace-was the injudicious
reproduction by Messrs, Blackwood of another
volume, What led to the Dlscovery of tke Source of
the Nile, when nearly all Europe had made up its
mind tbat U Non-Discovery" would be the more
fitting term, and that U Sources, ,. not "Sourcet n
would be the proper number. The book fell stillborn from the press. It was a mere reprint, as is
partially owned in the It Advertisement," of papers
contributed to Blackwooifs Magazz-ne in 1859, 1860,
when I first understood the danger to which I had
exposed myselfby Dot travelling alone, a lake seen
only for 20-22 miles at the southern edge, and prolonged by mere guesswork 240 miles to the north
-reaching, in fact, N. lat. 2°J a country well known
by report-sufficed to stultify the whole expedition.
How publishers were found for it still passes my
comprehension. This second book, without correcting a single error, offered only the insertion of notes
e2
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and passages upon a subject which we had both
tacitly agreed to a void.
For nearly a year and a half-between June, 1863,
and November, 18(jJ-Captaiu Spekc's views touch-

ing the Nile Basin and the Nile Sources have been

before the world, I have hitherto avoided noticing
any of his statements, except in 111)' absolutely necessary reply to a note addressed by him on .Ianuary

14th, lS64, to the editor of the j1tlu.'}lfcnnl. Had
we met at Bath the discussion which would have
resulted

HUlst

have brought forth

a

far

])101'e

search-

ing scrutiny as regards the late expedition than can
now IH.~ expected. As it is, I must be dumb upon
luan)" points, of which, under other circumstances, I
had a right to speak.
A. glance at the Ptolomeian IHtl.p appended to this
paper, and taken from ])1'. Beke's lecture, alluded
to ill the following pages, shows the scanty justice
with which the great Pclusiot has lately been termed
a " hypothetical luuuhug." The grand Divisio . A
. quarum between the Nilotic Basin draining to the Mediterranean, and the Zambcxian Basin discharging
into the Indian Ocean, is placed by Ptolemy in S.

at. 12° 30',

During the last y(.l(lr the Zambesi
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expedition has brought home good geographical
and physical reasons," which will be presently
adduced, for placing it in S. lat. 9°, when, a few
years ago, the boldest theorists hesitated to admit

the possibility of the Nile sources being derived
from S. lat. 3°. On the other hand the confluence
of the effluents from the eastern and western lake
reservoirs which form the tree White or <Ethiopian
Nile are placed by Ptolemy in N. lat. 2° 0' 0". A
reference to Captain Speke's map places the same
point where the ASU8, Tubiri, or East Nile branch,
joins the western effiuent from the Tanganyika Lake
and the Luta Nzige in N. lat. SO 34' 33"; and M.
Miani, it will be remembered, prolongs it 2° N.,
making a close approach to where (says Ptolemy)
" the River Nile becomes ODe, by the uniting of the
rivers that flow out of the two lakes which are
placed higher up. U In this we have more than
coincidence.

Like the White Nile, the Astapus,
•

.. I Bay geographical and physical, moaning the results of
exploration. Before their return Dr. Beke had theoretically
inferred. that, "if it were allowable to attempt to be definite iD
• matter which is neceesarily indefinite n (no European hayiDg
even then viaited it):. the diviaion between the Mediterranean and
Indian Ocean.
"might be placed in 9° S. lat. and 27° E.
long."-Wmmm.ter Bewie1DJ Apri.l, 1864, p. 32'1.

_ten
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Blue River, or Nile of Bruce, passes through a lake,
the Coloe Palus, which all identify with Lake
Tsana.

As is fonnd in the lake reservoirs of the

(Ethiopian or True Nile, it is placed too far Routh,
upon the equator, when it lies in K. lat. 12°. In the
follo\ving pages I have attempted to show how this

misconception Tnay be accounted for.
After so long a silence upon the suhject I am,
methinks, justified in drawing public attention to

what was effected by the expedition of 185'7-50,
which was under mv almost unaided direction."
'"

,Yhcn wholly ignorant of the country, its language
and trade, its manners and customs, preceded only by

a French naval officer, who was murdered shortly
after he landed on the coast, and but feebly supported by

lIly

late lamented friend Lieutenant-

Colonel Hamerton, Her Jlnjcsty's Consul at Zanzibar, whom nearing death prevented front carrying
out the best of intentions, I led the

1110St

disorderly

of caravans into the heart of Eastern Africa, and
discovered the Tanganyika and the Nyanza lakes.]
In his Wluu. led to the Discot:eT'y of the Sonrce of the Nile;
(p. 298), Captain Spake maintains that his first Bight of the
" Ukerewe Sea" was "the discovery of the source ·of the Nile."
t Captain Speke chose again to employ Shay kh Said, my Ka...
if.
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I brought home sufficient information to smooth the
path for all who chose to follow me. They had but
to read the Lake Regions of Central Afrtca and
volume xxx. of the Royal Geographical Society
to learn what beads, what wires, what clothes are
necessary, what guides, escort and porters are
wanted, what facilities offer themselves, and what
obstacles are to be expected. Dr. Beke has kindly
found" reason to call this emphatically a memorable expedition." Except L:r a few esteemed friends
it has hitherto either been ignored or forgotten. .
The labours of the first expedition rendered the
road easy for the second.. The line had been opened
by me to Englishmen, and they had but to tread in
my steps. In the preceding pages I have shown
how a thorough misconception of the Nile sources
and a preoccupation of ideas prevented anything like
a successful and a satisfactory exploration being as
yet effected by those who succeeded me. The reader
1i.lah-bashi, or caravan leader, and had to leave him behind at
Kazeh.
Baron von der Docken took my one"eyed J emadar,
and failed to reach the N y&88& or Southern Lake. Late oommunicatiODa from Zanzibar show that the c, faithfuls " of the last
expedition, who included some of the moat objectionable of tho
firB't, have been ever since their return in the completest state of
demoralisation.
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.

Blust not, however, suppose-the mistake should be

averted at the clanger of iteration-that any eharge
of wilful misrepresenting, of asserting what he did

Hot in every ,yay believe, is brought against Captain
Spoke.

Wlrcu

he

declared

in his

U

Taunton

Speech" (December 24th, 1863) that as the real

.liscovercr he

'4

had in 1857 hit the Nile on the

head, and ill 18G3 drove it down to the Meditcrranean," he believed these words as firmly and as

. 1y as 1ie (IU
11
unreasonmg
0

•

•

III

I·118 ,,'{.....
. .l.'yanza u
vletona
0

~1

Lake. His peculiar idiosyncrasy of long brooding
oyer thoughts and memories, secreting theru until
some sudden impulse brought them forth, may explain this great improhahility.

His mind, moreover,

could not grasp a fact, else how explain his

tL

par-

tial eclipse of the moon on the 5th and Gth of
January, 1863" (J"olli'nal, p. 2:13).
know the use of words.

Kor does lIe

"A. village built on the

most luxurious principles." is

it

mass of dirty huts;

a "king of kings" is a petty chief; a "splendid

court" is a (lisplay of savagery; and the "French
of those parts" are barbarians somewhat superior to

their neighbours. "Kehmn's monument at Charin!J

Cross " is a specimen of what ,YC nlay expect in
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Central Africa. I cannot but regret that, in one
point at least, his example should hitherto have
been followed by his last companion. Captain
Grant has not (I refer to his printed papel- U on
the Native Tribes visited by Captains Speke and
Grant in Equatorial Africa, read before the Etbnolo...
gical Society, June 30, 1863) owned the vast
benefits which the second derived from the first
expedition, 0
I must here express my gratitude to Messrs.
Beke, Vaux, and Hogg for the perusal of the valuable papers which are mentioned in the follow pages,
and by which my case has been 80 much strengthIt

ened. To Doctors Livingstone and Kirk, and to
Messrs Findlay] and Bates, Fellow and Assistant
Secretary of the Royal Geographical SocietyJ my
best thanks are also due in carrying out conclusions
... The paper opens with U dividiDg the country travened into
diatriata, It and the descriptions of the ea.atem and southern districts
are borrowed &1moat literally from my 'WritiDgs~ without • word of
o.cknowledgment, even to Bay that I took &Dy pa.rt in U Captain
Spske'B pnm.ouB journey. U
t When last in Western Africa I received a letter from Mr.
Findlay, drawing my attention to the northern watershed of the
Tanpn:yika, aDd luggesting a gmlt pari of what is laid in. ihese
pnges..
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for which no one is answerable but mvself
""

And I

here also record Iny obligation to Mr. Trelawncy
Saunders of .:\Icssrs. E. Stanford and Co. '8 finn: he
has not only drawn rny sketch-map, hut also, l}y his
extensive and accurate study, he has been enabled to
draw it correctlv,
'Ii

To the veteran African geographer, Mr. Jaynes
Macqueen,

Illy

thanks are especially due for pcrmis-

sion to reprint his valuable and original letters on

" Captain Spekc's Discovery ofthe Sonrce of the Nile. n

Iris literary labours in the cause of the Dark Peniu'"'

8111<1

have extended through half a century, and

hardly
ever before has he shown £!Teater acumen
v
~)

or higher spirit-to say nothing of his inimitable

dryness of style-than in those compositions, put
forth at a time when the English world was bowing
down befi)re their latest idol. ~rr. -Iamcs Grant, ""]H)
first ushered them into existence, has also obligingly
allowed Ine to present them to the public in a connected form,

LAKE TANGANYIKA,
PTOLEMY'S WESTERN LAKE-RESERVOm OF

THE NILE.

THE intelligence lately brought home by Dr..
Livingstone and his scientific co-operator, Dr. Kirk,
throws a remarkable light upon a hitherto dark
question. It verifies in a strikin~ way a detail of
Ptolomeian geography, until now either ignored or
accounted for by an error of copyists. I allude to the
northern drainage of the Tanganyika Lake, and to
the southern limit of the great Nilotic basin, as far as
the latter is at present known.
In a letter from Dr. Livingstone, read at the
meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, June 13,
1864, occurs this highly interesting statement:'With regard to the existence of a large river
flowing into the northern end of Nyassa from Tanganyika, Dr. Livingstone was assured by all the
natives of whom he inquired that there was no such
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stream, but that two small rivers alone enter the
lake froIII the north.

The

I1U111C1'OU8

streams met

with on this journey (viz., the last in 1863) flowing

from the west seem to warrant the conclusion that
IlO flow of water from Tanganyika is necessary to
account for tIle great depth of the (Nyassa) lake and
the perennial tiow of the Shire.'
IJr. Kirk, who makes the Nyassa "rater 200 miles

long Ly 15 to GO broad, stated personally at the same
meeting

, As to a river corning in from the north, the only
ones "'e heard of were two small ones; one named

111 a generic ,yay the Hovu, 'which simply means
" river," and the other, which they describe as a
small river coming in from a marsh.'
Since that time, Dr, Kirk kindly placed in nlY

hands, with permission to publish, the following valuable note

, The resrion
between the N ~vassa and Tancanvika
o
b
J
Lakes, being as yet unexplored, our knowledge of the
animals inhabiting these waters becomes of SOUle
interest in guidiug us to a solution of the vexed
question as to their continuity or their separation.
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On the former supposition the Tanganyika must
belong to the Zambezi hydrographic basin, otherwise it will pass to the Congo 0 or the Nile.
«When the Tanganyika was discovered, a collection of its shells was formed by Capt. Burton; the
same has been done on the shores of the Nyassa by
myself: Between these there is no community of
species, while both contain many new forms.
, Among those from the Nyassa is one of a type
for the first time observed in Africa; being large and
handsome, it could not easily be overlooked were it
present in the Tanganyika..
On the other hand, Capt. Burton's collection
possesses one allied to a species common on the
Nile, and unknown on the Nyassa. This favours my
t.

opinion that no communication exists between the
two waters. t
... My visit to the rapids of the Oongo River in August and
September, 1863, convinced me that the north-eastern or smaller
fork of that great river issues from an equatorial lake unconnected
with the Tanganyika. At this momen~ it may have been visited
by my enterprifdlJg friend Paul du ChailIu, who hQ proposed for
him8elf the noble taak of penetrating to the Nile Basin from WesteJn

Africa.
t Dr. Kirk, a naturaliat, and a man full

or facts, attaches some

weight to community of forJD.I argning continuity of water.
Others deny the inference.
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,"r

e now know' that the fish of the N yassa Lake

are peculiar to itself and differ from those of the

Lower Shire, its outlying stream, which is isolated

from the upper part by a formidable series of falls
and rapids. Of the fish of the Tanganyika nothing is
known, otherwise this geographical question might

be almost set at rest.
, The wide distribution of animals and plants over
Tropical A frica is in strong contrast to the very
local and peculiar nature of the fauna of its great
fresh-water lakes.

(Signed)
Dr. Livingstone bas also favoured Inc with the

details concerning a weed from which the accolents

of the Nyassa extract their salt. That great traveller
wrote :-' I thought that I had a specimen of the plant
which float~ ashore at Lake Xyassa, and lrom which
the natives obtain a salt used in cooking, but I cannot.

'VhCll chewed its taste is distinctly salt. If
so used in Lake Tanganyika, it lllay account for the
freshness, though I confess I feel more inclined to

find it.

the theory of an outlet still unknown.' This remarkable lacustrine proulIctiolJ is wanting to tIIO Tan-
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ganyika water, and its adjacent tribes are obliged to
transport the condiment from various diggings lying
at considerable distances. Dr. Kirk has thus explained the matter : 'Understanding now your question, I may attempt
a reply,
'The weed gathered and burned, whose ashes

serve as a relish to food for the Nyassa natives, is the
u. Potamogeton pect'lnatus n of Linneeus,
With this
is often mingled small quantities, perhaps accidentally, of Valisnerta spzralis. Where salt is plenty, I

have never known this used.
to

Salt is washed at the south end of the Nyassa,

and carried up its western bank for sale. It was
a good way up the western shore, and at a distance
from any salt-washings, where I saw the weed col-

lected.

(Signed)

'J,

KIRK.'

Thus, it is evident there is no connection between
the Tanganyika and the Nyassa reservoirs. What
then, I would inquire, becomes of the surplus water
from the Tanganyika Lake?

In company with the lamented Captain Speke I
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explored, in February, 1858, the great basin since

identified by 1\11'. Hogg with the "Zanlbre tt or
" Zalnbere " of old geographers. n

'Ve dwelt on its

eastern borders till ~ray 25, visiting (April 26) IJvira,
our farthest northerly point, about 10 or 12 miles
from the end of the lake. There DIy hopes of
discovering the Nile Sources were rudely dashed
to the ground. Receiving a visit from the three
stalwart sons of the local sultan, Maruta, the
subject of the mysterious stream which all my in-

formants, Arab as well as African, had made to issue
from the Tanganyika, and which for months we had
looked upon as the
estern Head-Stream of the
Kilo, was at once brought forward.
All declared
(probably falsely) that they had visited it; all asserted that the Rnsizi R,jycr enters into, instead of
flowing from, the Tanganyika. I felt sick at heart.
The 1\frican's account of stream-direction is often
diametrically opposed to fact: seldom the Arab's; ill
this point I differ totally from Captain Speke. But

,,:r

* P.

4 of a. learned paper," On some old maps of Afne, in which
the Central Equatorial Lakes are laid down nearly in their true position." From tho Transactions oj the Royal Societ'yof Literature J
vol, viii., ucw SOriC8.
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our unruly crew of the Wajiji savages would not
suffer us to remain at Uvira, much less to penetrate
northwards. We were therefore compelled to retum
hurriedly, and thus, as I have related" (Lake Reu"-ons
of Oentral Africa, vol ii., p. 117), the problem was
fated to remain a mystery."
Respecting the Southern Tanganyika, the Arabs of
Kazeh, who have frequently and in large parties
visited the" lands of the Marungu lying at the extremity which faces Nyassa, positively informed me (loc.
t:t"t., p. 158) that the H Runangwa or Marungn River,
which drains the southern countries towards the Tanganyika, equals the Malagarazi (or eastern feeder of
that lake) in volume;" and all agreed in making it
an influent, not an efHuent. Had there been an important stream in that direction, the colony of Arah
merchants which, for several years, has inhabited
Lusenda or Usenda, t capital of the .Cazembe, lying

*

I distinctly deny that any U misleading by my inBtro..m.ons
from the .Royal Geographical Society as to the poaitioD. of the
White Nile," left me unconscious of the vast importance of ascertaining the RUBizi. River's direction. The fact is, Captain Spake
was deaf and almost blind, I waR paralytic, and we were both
hBlpleew. We did our best to reach it, and we failed.
i First visited by Dr. de Lacerda e Almeida, in 1798. Generally
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to the south-west of the Tanganyika Lake, would
soon have found their ''lay northwards.

The same

consideration renders Mr. Cooley's obsolete and
obstinate confusion of three Lakes into one a moral

impossibility. Another impossibility luay be observed in the Momhas Mission's IHap, which has
also confounded the three l . akes.

The water is

made so broad, that no native canoe would attempt
to cross it. They Blust be first supplied with sextants,
or at least with mariners' compasses. But :,jlr. Cooley
still fights fiercely for his O'Yl1 rnisbcgotteu confusion; the missionurics have given np theirs. Like a
navigable river in . Arabia, such a water-way, 800
miles in length, would have altered the state of the
whole African interior.
Returning to England in l\Iay, 1859, I found
geographers unwilling to bclicyc that a reservoir
250 to 300 miles long, and situated at a considerable
altitude in the . African zone of almost constant rain,
ran maintain its level without efflux. ~Iorcover,
they argued that the freshness of the water would,
under normal circumstances, proyc the escape of
placed about S. lat. 8:) 10' and E, long. 29°.
Ambs and Sawahllis have cc squatted" there.

Of late years ma.ny
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saline substances washed down by tributaries from
the area of drainage.
The Journal of the Royal Geographical 80eiety
(vol. xxx., 1860) lost no time in offering a solution of
the U strange hydrological puzzle." Earl de Grey
and Ripon's address thus enters upon the question:
_u The configuration of the country to the northward (of the Tanganyika) gives us excellent reason
to believe that the northern tributary is correctly
described; hut whether the river mentioned as
enter£ng the lake at the south does not really
ron out of it, is a fair matter for discussion." 0
The visits of Dr. Livingstone to the Shirwa. and
Nyassa Lakes, then not thoroughly explored-the
circumstance tlfat the three waters, Tanganyika,
Nyassa, and Shirwa, were approximately at the
same level t-and the possibilitythat the Tanganyika
might be the highest of them all, afforded a satis• The theory is UBWI.11y attributed to Mr. Francis Galton,
F.R.G.S. j and as long as Captain Spake'. "LlUUB Montes," 8.8 he
loved to call them, were aJlowed to blockade the north of Tanpr
Dyika, it was exceedingly plausible.
t Captain Speke had p1&ced the Tanganyik. at 184:' feet above
the Ie&. Dr. Livingstone gave 2000 feet of altitudo to the Sh.irwa ;
diff'erenaeJ 156 feet.
n2
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factory hypothetical solution.

The connection, with

or without small intermediate waters, between the

Tanganyika and the Nyassa, would account for the
surplus 'waters of the former, and tor the non-variation of height in the splendid Shire River which
drains the latter.
On the other hand, Captain Speke, shortly after
our return, published, much against nlY wish, two
papers in Black,wood's Edinburgh. llfa[JGzine" Septembor and October, 1859. They were accompanied
by a sketch-map, in which, to my astonishment,
appeared, for the first time in print, a huge range
estimated to rise 6000 or 8000 feet, and dubhed the
" Mountains of the 1\100n."

At first the segrnent of

a circle, it gradually shaped itself into a colt's foot

or a Lord Chancellor's wig, and it very effectually
cut off all access from the Tanganyika to the Nile.
\Vithout recalling to Blind things that should be
now forgotten, I

JOUSt.

record

DIy

unceasing struggle

against the introduction of a feature which was frequently copied into popular luaps abroad and at
horne." .All that Captain Speke conld say of the
.. " We find in the centre of Africa. a high group of hills surrounding the bead of the Tanganyika Lake, composed chiefly or
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Lunar Horseshoe was explained in our Journal
(vol. xxxiii.). U Both the Arabs and the natives
said the Rusizi (at the northern end) was a very
large river, much greater than the Malagarazi River
. . .... for which reasen I imagined the mountains
encircling the head of the Tanganyika must necessarily attain an altitude of from 8000 to 10,000
feet." 0 These heights, as Mr. Findlay the learned
Editor of Volume xxxiii, remarks, were "not shown
in Captain Speke's map of the route sent home after
the visit to the Tanganyika head; nor in his sketcha.rgillaceous sandstones, which I suppose to be the LelB Montes (I)
of Ptolemy, or the Soma Girl or the ancient BinduaJl(I I). (Captain Spoke's Jou'tfl4l oj the Di.scoHf'Y of the 8ou1'ce oJ the Nils,
Introduo. p. xv.) In p. 263, he OWDB to having built up theBe
mountains "80lely on scientifio geographical reasonings," and he
actually faJ.ls into the venerable error of deriving from almOilt the
aame source the Nile, the Cougo, and the Zambezi. In A letter
read before the Royal Geographical Society (Nov. 14, 1864), Captain Grant, if I rightly understood him, asserted that the lIlountaius
were the work of the engraver, and t.ha.t Captain Speke was amused
by the exaggeration. But Captain Grant should have visited the
map-room of thQ Royal Geographical Society, where he would
bave found a map by Captain Speke showing the Lunar Horaeshoe in aJl its hideoume&
Mr. Findlay, F.R.G.S., hu
&Ilother.
•
• Oa.ptain Spake's UView or Moun~ Mtumbiro" (Journal, p.
214), which he believes toreach 10,000 feet, shows a cone of 4000

.at mOlt.
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lDap sent in ,J uly, 1858. It was impossihle to see them

on either journey. In the first expedition the alleged
north point was not approached within 160 miles,
and the formation of the head of the lake prevented
distant view ill any direction. During the second
exploration the nearest and highest point, the
Mfumbiro COlle, raised to 10,000 feet, supposed to
JUt YC been 50 miles distant, and the centre of the
range is marked as 150 miles from the nearest
point of the route. r, In Captain Spoke's original
Inapt sent from Egypt to the Royal Geographical
~o<:iety,

and published h) :Jlr. I~. Stanford, June,
1863, this moon-shaped range is not laid down ;
the name is given to two parallel sierras flanking

the northern cud of the Tanganyika, and far south
of the position attributed to the Mountains of the
1\10011 ill his later map." 'I'he ohjeetionuhlc feature
was, after three or four years, duly rejected.
T)uring his last march, Captain Spcke apparently
coincided with Earl de Grey's Address, using these
.. Saysl\lr. Hogg (p. 38), U In the map published by.Mr. Edward
Stanford, June 22, 1863, and signed by Captain Speke, ' 26 February, 1863,' the mountains termed by that traveller the' Mountains of tho Moon" are placed at the north extremity of Lake
Tanganyika; but in his own map, published in hili Journal in
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words (vol xxxiii. p. 824:): U It was a pity I did
not change the course I gave to the Marungu River
(i.e., making it an effluent not an influent), but I
forgot my lesson and omitted to do BO. n In his
Journal (p, 90), he thus expresses himself-u Ever
perplexed about the Tanganyika being a still lake, I
inquired of Mohinna and other old friends what the)!'
thought about the Marungu River (at its southern
extremity); did it run into or out of the lake? And
they all still adhered to its running'into the lake,
which is the '11Wst conclusive argument that it does
run out of the lake.. " A truly extraordinary train
of reasoning!

Presently it became evident to every geographer
who cast his eye upon the map produced by the
Nile Expedition of 1860-1868, that the Rusisi River
might drain the Tanganyika Lake either into the
water called the Luta Nzige-Dead Locust-or by
some other means into the White River, the Nile.
Many years ago Mr. Macqueen received from an Arab
Deaember!ut. Captain Spoke in the oonstmction of it has altfnoed
their position and in.med thenl around the west and north sides
of the more northem. Lake Ruaizi (N.B. mGfl.Ve.tU, CI widening
oj eM riNr), and baa alao given them " certa.in mythical colt's
fClOt form. n
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'who had visited Unyamwezi, the following remarkable
statement, touching the Taugunyika :-" It is well
known hy all the people there, that the river which
goes through Egypt takes its source and origin from

the Lake." (,Iuurnal, l?oyal (Jeogrc'1}kical E:Iociety.,
vol. xv, pp., 371-374.) Captain Speke, on return
from his first journey, thus recorded the information
given by Shaykh Harned, a respectable Arab trader:
- " l~. large river called Marungu supplies the lake
(Tanganyika) at its southern extremity; but except
that, and the Malagarazi River on the eastern shore,
noue of any considerable size pour their waters into

the lake. But, on a visit to the northern end, I saw
onc, which was very much larger than either of them,
(llldwlticlt I am. certain flowed out of tlte lake ; for,
although I did not venture on it, in consequence of
its banks being occupied lly desperately savage
negroes, inimical to strangers, 1 tcent so near its
outlet that I could see and fecl tlu; outtoard drift of
the lCatcr."-(Blacl.;wood, Sept., 1859 J and Captain

Spake's IVhat led to tllB Discover!J of the Source

of tIle Nil« p. 20. N.B. T'he italics arc my own.)
Several authors have recently recorded their adherence to this opinion.

~Iy

learned friend Mr. \V.
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S. W. Vaux, On the Knowledge the .Ancients possessed 01 the Sources of the Nile (from the Tramaetlcms of tke Rogal Soczety of L':terature, vol. viii.
New Series, p, 29), thus expresses himself :-" I
cannot myself help thinking that this Luta Nzige
will be ultimately found to be one of a chain of
lakes of which the Tanganyika is the largest and
most southern; the more so, as I have already
stated I feel no confidence in the emplacement of
Captain Speke's U Mountains of the Moon," which, on
his map at least, would bar any outlet from the
southern to the northern lake. It Others have hypo.. .
thesized a gorge or valley by which the Tanganyika
waters might How northwards through the "Colt'sfoot Range," which has, I have said, now been
abolished. Mr. John Hogg (loc. c'it., p. 23) refers
to his Plate III., a map published in 1623 by the
most distinguished geographer of his age, Gerhard
Kauffmann, who is better known by his Latin name
of Mercator, he having been the inventor of the
geographical Proj'ect'ion called after him. " In this
system 'Nilus fl.,' as Ptolemy believed, derives his
western fork from an immense water named Zaire
or Zembre Lacus, and corresponding with our 'I'an-
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The eastern ann issues from 'Zaflan

Lacus,' the ZrllnlJesi of some authors, and corresponds 'with the lake now called Maravi or N yassa,
Another branch of the ' Nilus, at about 10 south of
J

the Equator, flo,,'s from a smaller nameless lake, at
the northern extremity of which is a place called

, ({arava.'"

Mr. Hogg suggests this to be a cor-

ruption of " Ukcwcre," meaning in the local tongue
Island-land.

Finally, the south-easternmost feeder

proceeds from a lake, "the Barcena, which is doubtless Incant for the Baringa, for the word lnay also

written Barcuca or Barenga." It is clearly the
Bahari-Ngo, the "Great Sea or "Vater," yet un-

1)0

explored, and placed in our n1aps as the

U

Baringo.' l

TJr. Beke, the traveller "rho deserves all praise for
suggesting a feasible ,yay to explore the Nile basin)
quotes Dc Barros :_u The Nile has its origin in a
great lake (the 'I'nnganyika), and after traversing
In<lny miles northwards

it enters a very large lake

which lies under the Equator."

This would be

either the Bahr el Ghazal (probably the Nile of
Herodotus), or the Luta Nzigc ; on the other hand,
the Portuguese travellers were fond of distorting

Ptolomciau geography.

The sanle geographer, in
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an admirable lecture lately printed." thus records
his matured opinion :_u Whereas in the map inserted in the Sources of the Nile, I marked Tanganyika a8 being within the 'not impossible limits
of the basin of the Nile, I am now inclined to place
this lake within the probable limits of that basin,
and to make it, in fact, the upper course of the
Giant River of Egypt."
An objection to the theory that the Tanganyika
Lake drains into the Luta Nzige at once suggests
iteelf and it would be fatal if reliance could be
placed upon it. I allude to the levels. Lake Tan.
ganyika is allowed but 1844 feet. Captain Spake
(p. 332 of the Journal of the Royal Geographical
Society, vol. xxxiii.) argues that the Luta Nzige is
2161 feet, or upwards of 300 feet above the Tanganyika. But his boiling-point observation was made
at Paira, a station distant from the stream; and even
to obtain that altitude be was obliged to add the
mean of certain differences amounting to 368 feet;
this emendation is generally rejected by geographers.

.

J

• On tM Sources

01 t'/a.I Nile, .te.,

&0., delivered in the Theatre
ot the London Institution, Januar;y 30, 1864, by Charles T. Beke,
Esq., PhiL D." F.B..A..
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During our exploration of Tanganyika the state 'of our
vision would, I am convinced, explain a greater differ-

•

ence than the fraction of a degree.

Without reference

to variation of barometric pressure, our thermometer

had altered fi'OI11 first. to last 10 (Fl.) = 535 feet.

OIl

our return, after the first expedition, to Konduchi, a
harbour on the East . African coast, our- B. P. thermometcr (a " bath" or common wooden instrument)

boiled at 214 (F.). This would give a lliffcrcllee of
about 1000 feet. The K yanza water was made 35GO
feet high by the first expedition. The second raised
it to 3745, and made it drain hy the Luchuro or
0

Kitangulo River,

H

Little Lake Windermere," which

being placed at a figure of 363U, thus runs 106 feet
up hill.

It lIlay also be observed that whilst the

" Ripon Falls," a mere salmon-leap 12 feet high, are
placed at 3308 feet above sea-level, the "Victoria

Either, then, the surface of
the supposed lake shows a difference in level of
Nyanza" rises :3740.

432, or there are two lakes, or the levels

are

worthless,
I adduce these cases out of many, to show how
unreliable are such approximations of altitude.

It

is, however, hrratif)'ing to find that Captain Spoke
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places Gond6koro, which some have raised to 1600
and 1900 feet, at a figure of 1298, whilst Mr. Consul
•
Petherick (February 25, 1863) reduced it by a mean
of three observations to 1265. Assuming Gond6koro, about 5° N. lat., to be even 1600 feet above
sea-level, we still have from the head of the Tanganyika Lake, in 3° S. lat. (8° x 60° = 480 direct
miles), a fall of 244 feet, almost exactly six inches
per mile. Captain Speke's and Mr. Petherick's observations would give 550 feet, or one foot and two
inches per mile-an ample inclination.0 Moreover,
the Luta Nzige is theoretically placed 1000 to 1200
feet lower than the Nyanza Lake, that is to say,
between 2350' and 2550 feet above sea-level, and
the altitude has been further reduced to 2250.
But truth to say, very little fall is required for the
200 miles separating the Tanganyika and the Luta
Nzige, and the want of inclination may explain the
marshiness of "the sort of backwater to the great
river." A correspondent of the Mornzng Advertiser
(1\'larch 22, 1864), known to be the African geo-

.

.. Dr. Beke, Phe fJourcea of the Nile, pp. 30, 36, calculates the
fall of the m.a.in: stream, as high up as then known to him, to be
less than ODe foot per mile throughout.
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grapher, Mr. Macqueen; remarks of the Dead Locust
Lake, " At this point should c~mmence the supposed
backwater of 166 miles in length' towards the
S.S.W. But how are we to arrange the subsequent
descent of the river beyond the northern point of
this lake? To the point where the river is met·
with beyond Paira, 120 miles from the Karuma
Falls, the descent is stated to be 1000 feet (say 400
feet higher than Gond6koro), and consequently 300
feet below the level of the north -point of the Luta
Lake. How, then, could the Nile form a backwater
for this? This is not thought of, nor explained.
The fact is, that this backwater expanse was, we
believe, made out in London in order to cobble
something like consistency and unity, and also to
account for the diminution of the river in magnitude)
which they found as they advanced northwards."
Dr. Beke (loc. cz"t., p. 25), on the other hand, observes
that "Captain Speke adopted the conjecture of Dr.
Murie, whom he met in Gond6koro." This" backwater" enabled him to explain how, with a fall of
2-5 feet per mile, the waters of the. river occupied
86 days in flowing down 200 geographical miles-in
other words, 2-25 miles in 24 hours.
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Thus, by draining the Tanganyika so as to main-

.

tain its surface at an almost constant level, the
meaningless backwater would resolve itself into a
link in the lake chain, the N£li Paludes of the
ancients, usually placed in N. lat. 5°. They are
.called £mmensas paludes,o a title which they deserve better than the No, N uvier, or Bahr el Ghazal.
In Seneca's account of the contemporary journey
made by the two centurions despatched by Nero
ad ~nvestt"gandum caput Nil'i, about 70 years before
Ptolemy's day, we find that they travelled 800 to
890 Roman miles from the well-known station,

Meroe; that is to say, reaching N. lat. 3° or 4° (Nat.
QUa3st. lib. vi. chap. 8). The two rocks from
which the vast force of the water broke forth is
a feature remaining to be described; it may allude
to a rapid at the southern extremity of the Luta
Nzige·t

*

Why this water, being 160 to 180 miles long, should be called
the Little Luta. N zige, and where the Great one is, I am at a loss to
determine.
t At the cataracts of Makedo, M. De Bono learned from the
natives that the river fell some nine perpendicular feet, and that
four or five days south of these falls it rose from an immense lake,
into whose other extremity a river fell. M. Lejean at first conjeotured this to be the N yanza. After the second expedition he pro-
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The principal alterations which I would introduce
into the map appended to Captain Spoke's paper
(vol, xxxiii, Journal of the Royal Geoqraphica!

Society) are as fo110\Y8 : 1. Draining Lake Tanganyika into the Luta

Nzige.
2. Converting the Nyanza into at least a double
lake, the northern part fed by rivers from the
western highlands, and the southern by small
streams from the south to the south-cast.

The

former in Captain Speke's book appears to be

merely a broadening of SOllie large river, and
thus only can we explain the phenomenon of six
outlets in 30 geographical Iuiles.~;:' He was no
posed the Luta Nzige, lying between the Equator and N. lat. 3°.
(Bulletin de Ia Societe de Geogra.phie. Cillquieme Serie, tome vi.)
In Captain Speke's Journal (p. 466) We find that the Waga.nda
still call the "Ripon Falls " stones.
.r,. "Tithin a distance of 1 the map shows three first-rate streams,
viz., the l\lwerango or Mwarango, the Luajerri, and the Napoleoll
Channel issuing from the N yanza Lake. I believe this to be a
physical impossibility, and the same is acknowledged by tlJe
Bulletin (p. 261). In p. 281 of his J ounwl, Capt. Speke was
informed by "all the men of the country H tha.t the Mwerango
rose "in the hills to tho southward," or came '" from the lake; U
and he adopted the latter because it suited his preconceived
opimons.
The JVestminst~lr Reviess, vol. xxv, p, 315, New Series,
0
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linguist, and we find in his Journal that the word
Nyanza may mean the' f Great Victoria Nyanza." Lake,
U a pond in the palace" (p. 324), "'a piece.ofwater,
whether a pond, river, or lake n (p. 389), or U the
Nile." It will be remembered that during his third
expedition Captain Speke, instead of striking, as
before, the south of the lake and coasting or marching along it, nowhere sighted the Nyanza waters till
he reached Mashonde, about 50 miles south of the
Equator, leaving wholly unnoticed 2° 15' (= 135
miles) between the spot where he struck the lake
during the first expedition. Yet when returned to
England he rejected the normal dotted line which
shows uncertainty, and inserted in his own map the
normal survey line, which was not adopted in the
Journal of the Royal Geographical Society. The
northern water was probably a widening of the great
KitanguleRiver, a projection of the extensive Luchuro
valley. We find (Journal, p. 469) that even in the
moment of triumph the explorer asked himself if the
lUggesu that Capt. Sp_e, in assuming his "Victoria Nyanza "
to be • lingle lake, was mistaken, just as were the Mombas JDi.s..
monanas with reapeot to their Ujiji, or UDy&IDwezi lake. I had
Dot read: that ucellent review when the above was written.
J:
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,..oIume of the Kitangule River was not equal to that
of "the Nile, n and he answered the question in a
very unsatisfactory way. He saw it at certain intervals as far eastward as the " Ripon Falls;" but the
"spur of a hill" in Kira shut out his view of the
outlet of Napoleon Channel. His actual inspection
of the Nyanza, then, was about 50 out of 450 miles;
all the rest was hearsay. He travelled in the conviction that "the lake n was on his right j but he never
verified that conviction. When living with Rumanika of Karagwa, at some 60 direct miles from
" the lake,H he didnot personally assure himself of its
existence. The King of Uganda detained him two
months in his palace without allowing him to see
"the lake," distant a five hours' march. The offer
made to him by King Mtesa, namely, to send him
home in one month by a frequented route, doubtless
through the Masai country on the east of Nyanza
(p. 294), points to a direct road which can only be
explained by the separation of the Nyanza into two
or more waters. 0 So in p. 187 of Captain Spekc's
* Captain Speke of course understood that his informants
meant him to strike the north-eastern side of the "Great Lake"
a.t "uvuma" or some such part. But the Massi, as far as I
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Journal, Irungu of Uganda expressed his surprise
thd the traveller had come all the way round to
Uganda, when he could have taken the short, safe,
and well-known route vitt Masai-land and Usoga,
by which an Arab caravan had travelled. His
words are,

"He (Inmga) then told me he was

surprised that I had come all the way round to
Uganda, when the road by the Masai country was
so much shorter. U In p. 130 the petty chief Makaka assures Captain Speke that U there were two
lakes and not one: n unfortunately the hearer understood that the Bahari-Ngo was alluded to. In p.
197 he mistakes the broad waters of the

U

Luero 10

U rigi n for the Nyanza itsel( and gives a fabulous

account of how the former lake had U become a
small swamp." In p. 428 Murondi, who had once
travelled to the Masai frontier, said "It would take

a month to go in boats from Kira to (the) Masai
(country), where there is another Nyanza joined by a
strait to the big Nyanza, which Mtesa's boats
know, inhabit part of the land! between Mombu and the
south.-eaatern edge of the tt'Utl Nya.nza. They are bounded on the
nortll by the Ga1l.aI. Bud are not a large tribe. being split into
Bubtribea, M the Waku&6. In Captain Speke'a JO'IIIr7WJ1, map he
&Uignl to them far too large 0. territory.
B

2

56

THE NILE BASIN.

frequent for salt; but the same distance could be

accomplished in four days overland and three days
afterwards by boat."

This suggests a 'Vcry different

form of coast line and country from that shown in

Captain Spoke's Iuap. In p. 333 he hears fr01H
"!{idi officers" of a high mountain behind the
Asua River, and a lake navigated by the Galla
" inhahitants" in very large vessels; but he never
investigates the report.
I 11 the Journal there are luany contradictions, to

he reconciled only by supposing the upper ",rictoria Kyanza Lake" to consist of sundry lagoons;

and we Inay observe that nowhere in the cuts of the

Journal ('-'_g_, p. :)00) is a sea. horizon

ShCHYll.

For

instance, if the waterway be continuous, how is it

that the Tlsoga defeated King Mtesa's arIny when a
fleet of war canoes could liavo been sent? .A.t
Mtesa's court, Maribu, the officer sent to fetch

Captain G-rant, said he should tcall: (about half the
,yay over hills and batl lalHI) to the mout h of the
Katonga influent, boat it to Sese Island, where the
local King keeps all his large vessels, and be at
Kitangule (River) in a very short time (p. 317).

'\Thy should he walk if there was a \vuy by water ?
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On the north-west of the lake the "numerous
islands" of the Royal Geographical Society's
Journal (omitted in Captain Speke's Journal map)
seem to be a bungling explanation of a plurality of
wsters thrown into one. The group called Sese, forty
•
in number, or one (p. 399), placed (p. 276) opposite
Kituntu, off the mouth of the Katonga River) and
where the Uganda King keeps one of his canoe
fleets, was admitted into the explorer's sketch-map,
but omitted by our Journal. The Kitiri Island
(Blackwood, Sept. 1859), which reappeared, mentally,
to Captain Speke on the way to Usoga (Journal of
the Discovery, p. 399), and the reefs and shoals
(have the Waganda words for these fine distinctions ?), nlay be, like Ukerewe and Mazita, a mere
peninsula. We have another mysterious island, in
which Mgussa the African Neptune, dwells, There
is again another island in the N yanza, to which
Captain Spoke banished his recreant followers
(p. 492). Lastly, in Captain Speke's Journal Inap
the south-eastern shore is "studded with islands"
•
derived from "Arab information." Project these
" islands," let them meet in the middle of the
" Great Victoria Nyanza," and something like the
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real shape of that preposterous feature will, I believe,
be obtained.
3. Detaching the Bahari-Ngo from the Nyanza
waters. This reservoir (the Baharingo of 1\1. Leon
(1'.Avanchers ? and 1\11'. Missionary Erhardt, and
~'nlgarly Baringo, as written by !lr. Missionary
I{rapf, who first heard of its existence) drains the
mass of highlands between the Equator and 3° S. lat.,
and sends forth what 1\1. Miani, the discoverer, calls
Ascia or Adou, Captain Grant the Aswa, and Captain
Speke the IT sua or Asua. I believe it to be the real
'Yhite Nile, the so-called Nyanza effluents being of
minor importance. u It is by no means improbable,"
~ays 1\1. Vaux, U that we may hereafter discover, as
Dr, Beke lias urged more than once, a source of the
Xilc in a chain of mountains to the south-east of the

lake Nyanza-a discovery which will confirm in a
signal manner all the essential inferences he l1as
deduced from his informants n (p. 2-i). In p. 598
of Captain Spoke's Journal we arc told that the
Asua cannot issue from the Nyanza, "as its waters
,

.. See J ournal or the Royal Geographical Society, vol, xxx.
p. 106. Mr. Macqueen there remarks; "M. Leon supposes this
(Lake) to be the source of the Sebotb (Bobat), but it is more
probable that it is the main stream of the Nile."
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were falling and l10t much discoloured." Yet in his
map he derives it from the Bahari-Ngo, and connects the latter with the Nyanza, directly contradicting himself: ,Only by assuming the Asua to be
the true White Nile, and to head in highlands, can
we account for the snows of £schylus (..,Ethiopia
Fragm. 139, 00. Didot) and Ptolemy (rat Xf.ovar, lib.
iv. chap 8) with which the }Ioon Mountain feeds
the two Lake Reservoirs of the Nile, and for the
express statements of Bnm-Rollet and other travellers
who ascended the stream, all of whom trace the Nile
from the land of the Madi up to the mountains in the
south-east. Thus, too, can we explain the Arab
epithet 'l White" applied to the true Nile,o the colour
• The venerable priest Aoborewl baa still to prove his asaemoll
Vana fides vet.ennn, Nilo, quo creecrat in am
~biopum prodesee DiveL
The Bahr el A.zrek, or Blue River, like the Rhone alter iauing
from the La.ke
G8Ileva, the Tacaae, Ba.hr el Aawad, or
B1&ck River (Atbara, Aataboraa of Ftolemy), 80 called from ita
dark earthy tinge during the rains. The Bahr el Abyu, or White
Biver, may point to g1.acibr water: a mudd y stream can hal'c111
usua from a lake. Thia was augge.ted to me in the yes,r 1867
by Hr. Tyndall, who had long resided. in Switzorland. In a
l~ture delivered before the Literary and PhiIOlOpbical Society
of Newcaatlo-npon.Tyne J Mr. Brayley expressed the opinion
that "auuming mowy mcnmtainB t.o supply water to the Nyanza,
that water m1l8t DecelSari1y issue from glaeien: for, from the

or
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of glacier water, Dr. Krapf also heard, when near
Kenia, of a river running from the south-east and

forming the head-waters of the Nile. Since nlY
return from Zanzibar in 1860, I have never ceased
to recommend a reconnaissance of the Nilcvid
Mombas, where a march of 300 instead of 1100
miles through an easy country, at a far less cost
than 70001., would give very different results from
the "gigantic £gras fatuus" that has lately amazed
the public, and has reminded thoughtful InCH of a
similar statement, as ecstatically made SOBle ninety
years ago by .A.byssinittn Bruce, and as unreasonably
received by the unscientific public.
Viewed in this light, 10\" admirably exact in A.D.
136 was Ptolemy the Grreco-Egyptian's description of
this mysterious region. His" AU}{07rU 'A~,epW1rO¢&:Y(H,
inhabiting the "Barl>aric Gulf "-lands between
Menuthias (Zanzibar) Island and the Mountain
of the :JIoOH (Kilima-njaro and its ncighLoUfS)are the cannibal 'Vauoe. The melted snows have
been discovered in Chhaga by Baron Carl von der
H

relative properties of fluid and solid water, it is Imposaible for a.
body of perpetual snow-that is to say, of BllOW at the lower limit
of perpetual snow-to become a body of water, without first passing into the state of glacier-ice. "-Dr. Beke (loe. cit., p. 26).
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Decken and his lamented companion Mr4 Thornton,
despite all the dicta of Mr.. Cooley. The name
" Mountain (chain) of the Moon" is. manifestly a
Greek translation or adaptation of Unyamwezi,
which Mr. Cooley still insists upon corrupting to
U Monornoezi."
Ptolemy placed his chain in lat. 57° E. long. and
•
12° 30' S. lat., extending latitudinally 100 (= 600
miles) to 67° E. long. The longitude, as Mr. Hogg
very sensibly suggests, might have been computed
.
from S. Antonio, and thus would answer to
30° and 40° east of Greenwich. This includes
the icy highlands of Chhaga, and the mass of
mountains, Mfumbiro, &c., to the west of the
supposed Nyanza, I have treated this question
at length in my Lake Regt"Qlls of Central Afnea
(vol. it p. 178), and have not found reasons to alter
my opinions, The older theory (see Macqueen's
Geo.qraph£cal Survey of Africa, p. 240), which
makes the Lunar Mountains extend from Camaroons
in 3° 40' N. lat., in an E. by N.. and E.N.E. direc.. .
tion to Guardafui, has long since been abandoned..
As regards Ptolemy's latitudes, it must he remembered that he and his predecessor, Marinus of
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T,yre (the ~Iaury of antiquity), drew their informa-

tion from the logs of traders who travelled on the
eastern coast.
He places the Prom, Aromatum,
our Guardafui, in 6° N. Iat., an error of 5° 48' 50'"
too far south, that well-known cape lying in 110
48' 50".
This misinformation touching a crucial
station front which his. departures down the East

African coast arc apparently calculated, would
necessarily throw out his lower latitudes. 'Yot if
the great water-parting he assumed to be at the head
of the Marunsu
River'Ptolerllv
will have erred by..
o
J
only 2° 30', making the position 12 30', instead of UO
-10 south. .And. as Dr. Beke (Zoc. cit., p. 20) has 1'Cmarked, u'rhe recondite Jesuit) Athanasius Kircher,
0

0

will be found right in substance, if not in form, when
stating, as he docs in Lis J.lfundus Subtcrraneus
(vol, i. p. 72 et seq.), that in the Mountains of the
l\loon is the great Hydrophylacium of Africa, the
central point of division between the waters flowing
to the Mediterranean, to the Atlantic, and to the
Indian Ocean." o
.. Dr. Beke, as early as 1846-48, before the Snowy Alp8 of
Eastern Africa, Kilima-njaro, and Kenia, were discovered, converted Ptolemy's longitudinal into a meridional range of Lunar
Mo untains. I cannot believe that the learned Pelusiot made
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Ptolemy also places an Eastern lake in E. long..
65~ and S.lat. '10, and a Western in E.long. 57° and
S. lat. 6°, which is nearly the centre of the Tanganyika Lake. It must not be forgotten that some
geographers have represented Ptolemy's waters, to
be three: in one place (lib. iv, chap. 8) he speaks of
them in the plural, '11 '1"09 Nftxou )J/cU'UI,; in another
(lib. iv, chap. 7) they are expressly stated to be two,
avO A&JA,z1';V. 0 But this might refer to the two
largest in a Lake Region, where for years every
traveller will discover some fresh lacustrine feature.
Well may Mr. Hogg-folJowing D'Anville-e-conclude: "It must, therefore, be acknowledged that
these accounts of Ptolemyt which relate to the
upper portion of the Nile and to the reservoir lakes
beyond the Equator, to the head-streams of that
mighty river, and to a range of mountains termed
'of the Moon,' from whence descend as well as from
whose roots spring the waters and sources that feed
those central lakes, are 1.11, the ma~n correct. n I
any mcb miBtake; and I find between Eo loug. SO° and 4.0°, and
from the Equator to 8. lat. GOJ a mass of pea.ka and highlands
formi.ng a remarkable sierra..
.. The Pto1emeian map in the c':Margarita PhilO8Ophica" (A... D.
1503) 1110". three diBtiJu:st If paludes Nili."
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hold Ptolemy's Niger to be not less exactly laid
down than his Nile, and that he knew more about it

than Europe did before the days of Richard Lander.
And in confidence of his sagacity I cannot but
believe the Tanganyika to be the Western lakc•
reservoir of Father Nile.
The word "source" is
expressly avoided, in the belief with Mr. Macqueen,
that a lake, unless it be a mere "eye U of water,
cannot be taken as the head of a river, though the

river may issue from it.

"Lake Baikal is not the
head of the Yenessei River, Lake Tsana is not the
head of the Blue Nile, Lake Geneva is not the head
of the Rhone, Lake Lausanne is not the head of
the Rhino, Lake Superior is not the head of the
St. Lal\'TCnCC, nor Lake Winnipeg the head of the
Saskatchewan ; and so of other rivers on this
globe." c:
I will conclude with a statement which to SOUIC
may appear paradoxical, namely, that the real
sources of the Nile-the" great Nile problem"so far from being

U

settled for ever" by the late

exploration, are thrown farther from discovery than
before.
They arc not, we have been told, [n

*

Sec also Dr. Bake (loc. cit., p. 25).
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nub'ibus, but they elude our vision. The exploratory labours of years, perhaps of a whole generation, must be lavished before even a rough survey
of the southern Nilotic basin can treat the subject
with approximate correctness of detail. U Mais les
sources du Nil, sont-elles decouvertes? U enquires
our fellow-labourer in the field of geographical
science, M. V. A. Malte Brun. U Nous ne le croyons
pas." No geographar does, no geographer can, believe in the actual " settlement" of the Nile Sources.
That the Tanganyika is the Western U top head U
or reservoir-not 80uree-9f the Great Nile, and
that the Bahari-Ngo, which supplies the Tubiri, is
the Eastern, I have little doubt. But the Arcanum
Magnum of Old-World Geography has not yet been
solved. The venerable linesU

Arcanum Natura. capnt non prodidit ulli;
Non liuuit populis parvum te, Nile, videre,"

have gained rather than have lost significancy. It
still remains to this generation, as to its forefathers,
U Caput queerere Nili "-to close the Canon of Geographical Discovery.

PART IL

CAPTAIN SPEKE'S DISCOVERY OF THE
SOURCE OF THE NILE.
No. I.-INTRODUCTORY.
the close of last summer, Captain Speke,
with me Oriental authority.? announced that the
source of the Nile was in the clouds, but forbade
anyone to attempt to seek out the particular point
until Blackwood had told the world where that point
was to be found.. This remarkable announcement
destroyed at once all claim to priority of discovery,
because Homer told us 2500 years ago of the
TOWARDS

U

Stream of the J ove-d.escended Nilel'

which came from that sovereign's dominions amongst
the clouds. Homer also tells us that Jupiter, with
• JO'IH"IIG& 01 t1Y ~ oj tM &t.vrce 01 UN Nil". By Oaptaio
~pe"'ke.-WiDiam Blackwood and SoDS.
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his licentious and profligate Olympian household

train, yearly visited ITpper Ethiopia, and spent t\velve
days in each visit in licentious revelry, drinking
nectar,

Of

the "ponlbc" of those remote regions.

The actual point of .Iove's sojourn in that quarter
had to this day escaped the researches of mankind,
until Captain Speke, amongst other strange (liscovcries and pictures made l>y him, has

ShO\VIl

as

clear as a pikestaff that it was in the capital of the
kingdolll of 1J galleIa, then, as now, ruled by a King
l\Itesa, where licentiousness and prnHigaey prevail to
an unlimited extent, and where the court and people
do little else but prepare and drink H porube," ~:~
" flirting" with ladies, and stealing queens' hearts,
as Speke says they do.
Amongst such .Jupiter
would readily find a kindred society, their revelries

.
commencing
t 1ien,

as

now,

'1'"
wit
1
uproanous n

banquets, and tenniuating with the fresh flowing
is a beverage made from the banana. H is a
most delicious fruit, contains a large quantity of saccharine matter;
and a drink or beer, when fermented and brewed from it, must be
very strong. So delicious is the fruit, we verily believe that, if
the gentlemen in Downing-street once tasted it, they would send
Captain Speke to conquer Uganda to obtain it. Even ~"[r. \VilHams
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer himself would vote nn
increase to the income tax to procure it.
.. POMBE. -This
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cup to settle their squabbles. But of this country
we shall have more to say by-and-by, In the
meantime, we thank Captain Speke for deciding, the
above points along with his other discoveries, probably equally certain.' _
Blackwood having spoken out 8S ~trongly as its
author dictated, we beings of the .lower sphere,
considering that the interdict has been removed,
may now reverently and humbly approach the 8U~.
ject proclaimed by the same authority to be of the,
highest importance, and equally the property of all
kindreds and tongues, to e;xamin~ ,calmly and
minutely the narrative. Captain Speke can surely
neither feel surprise nor take offence at such 8:u
examination. At the outset we must observe that
it is Captain Speke only who speaks, and who tells
us that he alone is qualified or to be allowed to
speak on this subjeet ; nay, he goes further, and
says that no one will be allowed to dispute, anything
he has stated until they go to those distant parts
and look at them with their own eyes! Till this is
done, whieh will probably be some time, Captain
,Speke will enjoy his full triumph,
The worl( throughout is Ego. e~ ~.Rez, meus" a
<

r
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spirit 'which in our humble opinion confers neither
credit nor respect upon the author or the work,
When we come to the geographical details of the
great volume we will show how little remained
unknown about the source of the Nile before Captain

Spoke ever thought of looking after it.

In the

observe that the publishers, Messrs,
Blackwood and Sons, have, with their well-known
meantime

""0

abilities and resources, furnished us 'with a really
good book, as a book-good paper, clear and legible
type (a blessing to our eyes who have so lunch poor
printing to wade through) J together with many
curious and well-executed sketches of Africans in
their various and ludicrous attitudes and proceedings.

Regarding the map, we Inay be permitted to

observe that the less that is said about it the better.

Mr. Keith J ohnston has doubtless executed it as he
was instructed and commanded.

'I'lie paper on

which it is printed will, however, not stand much
handling, a matter which is to he regretted.

Spoke

might have brought something tougher from the
Nile head, if he had found it out.

"7e now proceed forthwith to the book itself, and,

in limine, we must observe that there were others
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connected with Speke's expedition-for his expedition he claims it to be. Foremost of the assistants
on the original plan was that energetic individual,
Consul Petherick. Captain Speke has incautiously
and spitefully attacked him in the most ungenerous
manner, This gentleman's case fonns a most
material portion of the whole subject, and Petherick's proceedings require to be cleared up and
faithfully placed before the public. To do this will
require more time and room than we could have
wished to take. To avoid, however, every possibility of any charge of unfair suppression or misrepresentation of any portion of this part of the
subject being made against us, we must have
recourse to the full evidence of Captain Speke
himself and to the proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society in reference to the expedition
placed by them under his charge. If in doing this
we show a great failure of memory on the part
of Speke in matters well known, or that could have
readily been ascertained by him, we may justly be
allowed to suspect the candonr and plain dealing in
other parts of his narratives and discoveries.
Having done this fairly, we shall then allow Consul
72
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.Pethctick and his heroic and devoted wife, who
accompanied him up the Nile, to speak for' themselves, through documents whicli have been placed
at our disposal, and which, if we mistake not, will
demand Captain Speke's serious attention.
'Ve now beg the reader's special attention to the
dates and narratives of the different parties concerned ill the proceedings under review'.
Captain Spekc tells us (Proceedings of the Royal
Geo!JraJ)hical SocifJty, vol, x., p. 8n)~ l\Iarch 24th,
1859, that "he had consequently proposed to Mr.
Petherick to make a combined advance simultaneouHly with him 011 those tribes which arc on the
'"
north of the Lake and due south of Gondokoro, and
that Mr. Pethcrick had assented to co-operate with
him ; and as so much depended upon the security, or
otherwise, of the undertaking, he hoped that that
gentlClnan would receive the same support from the
Government that he had done." Petherick, w ho
Jvas present, stated that, "although he was engaged
.in trade, and had five or six establishments to look
after," yet, "he would not allow his friend to remain
.in the lurch while it was in his po\ver to relieve
him." It was ~Ia:y, 1859, that Spekc's expedition was

<
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finally arranged. U 1(uch about that time,' sayshe,
U Petherick, an ivory merchant, who had spent many
years on the Nile, arrived in England and gratui..
tonsly offered, as it would not interfere with his
trade, to place boats at Gondokoro, and send a
party of men up the White Nile,"-" eventually to
assist me on coming down." U Mr.. Petherick showed
a great zeal for geographical exploits; so, as I could
not get money enough for all I intended to accomplish, I drew up a plan for him to ascend the Usua
River" (supposed to be the chief tributary), " and
did my best, through the medium of Earl de Grey
and Ripon, then president of the Royal Geographical.
Society, to advance money to carry out these'
desirable objects."
Captain Speke shortly after this left England on.
his mission, but he had hardly done so when it was
found out, as it ought at first to have been, thatthere were only two months in the year that vessela
could move on the river, if river there was in that
part of Africa, so it became necessary to make an
arrangement for more safe and certain assistance.
The first plan proposed by Petherick (not by
Speke) to the Royal Geographical Society, July
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11th, 185Q (Proceed£n!Js, vol iv., l'P: 223, 224,)
which Spcke alludes to and says (p. GOB), "It would
have been 'Yell for us both had he stuck to," 'vas to
place three well-armed boats at the base of the

cataracts, beyond Gondokoro, by November, 1861,
for the SUlll of 20001. This sum the Government
would not give. How, then, could Pethcrick have
stuck to it? As an alternative, he then proposed
for the S11In of 10001. "to place two well-provisioned
and armed boats, under the superintendence of one
of

Illy

own men, on whose integrity I could con-

fidently depend, to await the arrival of the expedition at the above-named cntaracts, from 1861,
until ,J une, 1862." This latter plan, of "which Captain
Speke was perfectly cognisant, was from necessity
adopted by the parties concerned, and especially the
Royal Geographical Society, June 11th, 1860, to
aid the ol~cct (Proceedinqs, vol, [v., p. 222)) U departed from their usual rules, and headed a subscription with 100l. towards defraying the expenses;"
justly adding, that "Petherick could scarcely be
expected to do it at his own expense." Indeed, he
had previously told thorn (p. 225), U single-handed,
I had not the means to achieve it.' t The 100l.. that
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Speke says he got Earl Ripon to advance Petherick
'Was no doubt the 1001. subscription here mentioned
as from the Royal Geographical Society..
It may here be advisable to bring forward the
names of a few of the subscribers, &0., to the fund
adverted to (ProceedIngs, vol. iv., p. 417), thus:Royal Geographical Society
Foreign Office
William Speke

Consul Petberick

. £100

to

•

•

.
.

100
100
50

with many of the personal friends of the latter.
At the meeting of the Royal Geographical Society,
November, 1861, it was announced that a subscription was decided on for the object, because the
Government had declined to make any further
grant (Proceed·lngs, vol. v., p. 222). Speke knew
this, but says not one word about it. The subscription was set on foot accordingly. The agreement
between Petherick and' the Society was made Feb.
6th and 8th, 1861, (Pr~ceedli'ng8, vel, x., p. 60), and

was, in substance, that Consul Petherick undertakes,
"in consideration of the receipt of £1000 towards
the expedition up the Nile, to place two well-armed
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boats during 1861 at Gundokoro, it being further
understood that in the event of Captain Speke not

having arrived at that time at Gondokoro, Consul
Petlierick shall not be bound to remain beyond J nne
1862." On the 8th July, ISG1, the subscription
had reached the stun of £1106 'is. (Proceedings,
vol, v., p. 43), and the instructions for his guidance
given to Petlierick (July 8th, IS(1), in a note, we
find as follows :-" You will then) in the event of
Captain Spekc not Itaving arrived before July,
1862, leave a trustworthy person, with sufficient
provisions, in charge of the boats; the maintenance

of these until June, 1862, being of primary importance. H

U

The President and Council do not

attempt to lay down any limit to this explanation,"
and adding "fully trusting to your known zeal and
energy, feel assured that you will do all in your
po,ver to effect the above-mentioned object without
serious loss to the party under your command,
entrusting you with the

BUIll

In

which has been sub-

scribed for this purposc, the President and Council,

considering themselves accountable to the subscribers
lor its proper expenditure, will require an account of
all disbursements." Further," the President and
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Council take this opportunity of expressing their:
admiration at the spirit of enterprise which hasinduced you to undertake this enterprise j which has
induced you, at great personal risk and considerable
pecuniary loss, undertake the charge of this expedition, and they hope, under God's providence, that'
you may not only succeed," &c.
Captain Speke's serious charges-serious, but
unjust, charges-against Consul Petherick, made in
the concluding pages of his book, began at and
from his arrival at Gondokoro. He says, p. 603,
" But what has become of Petherick? He was
trading' at Niambara, to miles due west of this,
though he had, since I left him in England, raised a'
subscription of £1000 from those of my friends to
whom this Journal is respectfully dedicated as the
smallest return a grateful heart can give for their
attempt to succour me on knowing the fate of the
expedition was in great jeopardy. Arrived at
Gondokoro, our first inquiry was, of course, for
Petherick. A mysterious silence ensued. We
were then informed that Debono was the man we
had to thank for the assistance We had received in
coming from Madi, and then in hot haste, after

to

~8
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exchanging greetings with Mahomet's friend, who
was Debono's agent here, we took leave of him to
hunt up Petherick.l'-c-but instead of him they found
l\Ir. Baker.
This Debono, or as Mr. Baker in derision calls
him, "that estimable British subject," was soon
afterwards caught by Petherick carrying slaves
down the river, and we believe sent by him in irons
to Cairo, where he and his companions, making
themselves to be Turks instead of Maltese, 'Yore, we
believe, soon liberated by order of the British
Government.
At this particular moment, says Spoke, evidently
in high spirits, " l\Iy men begged for some clothes,
as Petherick, they said, had a store for me under the
charge of his
akil. The storekeeper was then
called, and confirming the story of my men, I begged

,r

of him to give Jue what was

DIy O\VTl.

It turned

out that the whole was Pctherick's, but he had

ordered to gi,"'c Inc on account everything I wanted..
'This being settled, I took ninety-five yards of the
commonest stuff as a makeshift for mosquito curtains
for my men, besides four sailors' shirts for my head
man. Ahnost immediately Petherick and his wife,
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accompanied by Dr.. Murie, made their appearance,
but with no welcome greetings like those given to
the slave-traders' agent, when he (Petherick) told
me he had brought a number of men carrying ivory,
for the purpose now of seeking me on the east bank
of the Nile by following its course to the south
(what, carry ivory up to the head of the Nile?) I
though he had given up all hope of seeing me. He
then offered me his dyaber, as well as anything else
I wanted that lay within his power to give.. " The
cold sarcastic reply was that Baker had supplied

him with everything, and that U he had and to spare."
"Yet, at his urgent request, I (Speke) took a few
more yards of cloth for my men, and some cooking
fat; and though I offered to pay, be declined to
accept any return at my hands " (p. 607). He then
also tells that "he separated from Grant at Kazeh
(Jan", 1861), hurried from Uganda and his dear
female friends there, solely to keep faith with him; n
and amongst other things, said that he felt much
annoyed at the disappointments Petherick had

brought upon him; and, moreover, that everybody
told him that Petherick could have gone to Faloro,
and proceeded south from that place, had his trade
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on the west of the Nile not attracted him there (p.
GD3).

N O\V, as Spcke could not corne down the

Nile in boats, how was Petherick, with his boats, to

go up it, over the various cataracts, and through
districts without food?

Spckc docs not condescend

to show this.

A fe\v words are here necessary to show the error

which the Iloyal Geographical Society committed in
so hastily taking the mission out of Pctherick's

hands (l)rocecd/u!Js, vol. iv., p. In).

llr. Galton,

their present African guide, stated that the Xyalllhal'a,
to 'which Pctherick hall gone, was the district where
he had last been, or 300 miles further west,

Mr.

Baker rashly adopted the same opinion (]-lrvceed(n.!Js'I

vol, vii., p. 78, Khartoum, Nov. 24th, 1862). Had
this been true, it would have been a great breach of
faith; but it was not so, but arose from the ignorance
of "That the name or 'Yard Niams, or Niam Niam,
means.

It is used by the trading and travelling

Moslems to designate by ,vay of reproach all the
Southern I)agau population of Africa that are Pagans
and asserted to be cauibals, from the Nile to the
sources of the Niger, and is used as a plea of justification for their invading, catching, and making them
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slaves, it being held by Mahomedans as a sure pass.. .
port to Paradise to catch a heathen and compel him
.to be a slave or to adopt the tenets of Islamism.
Considering all these authentic details, it is
evident that Captain Speke's memory is very bad
and sadly at fault.. We have dwelt upon them at
much length, because if we find such errors in
matters well known to him, or that could so readily
have been ascertained, it cannot fail to raise doubts
in the minds of observers about the author's accuracy
on other grave points, especially so in those where
his statements are clearly based upon foregone conelusions, In our opinion, not much reliance can be
placed on statements made by such biassed authority.
,The questions also under consideration are public
property; the parties engaged in them are public
servants, and it is therefore absolutely necessary to
.know who should be believed when anything is
wrong, or appears to be Wl~ong. We have it now
under Captain Spoke's own hand, that he did obtain
supplies ~t Gondokoro, sent there by Petherick's
forethought, about one year before he reached that
plaee ; and we shall presently, from incontrovertible
evidence, learn
that Petherick had furnished
further
.
.
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most abundant supplies, placed ready at the same
place before Speke reached it, and that this was
known to him when he made the culpable accusations that he has done.
Let us attend to dates.

The last-mentioned

transaction with Pctlierick took place at Gondokoro,
on the 18th February, just three days after Speko

and Grant had reached that place.
Captain Speke left England on his last mission,
April, 1860.

He reached and started from the

l\frican coast, opposite Zanzibar, 011 October 1st of
the same year. Two or three mouths later we find
him at Kaeeh, with all his supplies exhausted. On
the same authority (President's Address, l\Iay 27th 1
18(1), we find him near Kazeli on September 30th,
1861, with his supplies replenished. On the 7th
February, 1862, he reached ITganda, and Oil the 15th
February, 1863, he reached Goudokoro, having in
two years and a half travelled by land in direct lines
about 1300 geographical miles; but eighteen months
after himself and tIIO wiseheads in I... ondon had fixed
that he could be, and should be.
Consul Petherick, on the other hand, left England
on his auxiliary mission in l\Iay or June, 1801) and
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after a detention of six weeks at Korsoko, on the
great bend of the Nile, for want of camels and by
sickness, he reached Khartoum, from whence, on
the 18th of November, 1861, he despatched two
boats with expert explorers and supplies for Speke,
both of which boats reached Gondokoro in regular
time. He himself proceeded with four other hired
boats, such as he could pick out, for the same
destination. On the 30th of March he reached the
country of the Shilluks, and on the 7th of April the
mouth of the Sabat, in about 9° 11' N. lat., and not,
as Speke says (p. 603), in lat. 1° N., where he was
encountered by the foul south winds, which checked
his progress, and which was attended with all those
disastrous delays and fatal consequences which are
already partly known, but presently to be more
particularly alluded to. As one instance of the
delay thus occasioned, he took seven days to reach
Lake No, or Nuner, from the Sobat, which in a
former voyage, and at the proper seasoD, he had
performed in one day.
Consul Petherick, finding it was impossible for him
to proceed at that time by the river, left it and proceeded by land to Monson, the capital of Nyambara,
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a former comrnercial depot of his.

His journey by

land was almost as difficult and dangerous as that by
the river, occupying about two months in a distance
of about 70Illiles.
of February, 18G3,

There he abode till the beginning
011

account of the season, but

more on account of had health amongst his party.
He sent his old boats back to Khartoum, with particular instructions to send up immediately three
more well armed and manned, with abundance of
supplies for Speke and his party, according as such
might he required. To meet this large outlay he
collected, at much inconvenience, all his ready
available property, amounting from 30001. to 4000l.
These three fresh boats and their supplies, we learn
from I\Ir. Baker, Khartoum, Nov. 8, 1862 (Proceed£ngs, vol. vii., p. 49), were then nearly ready to
depart, and would leave Khartoum with his force on
the 12th of December. They all left December
13th, the united force consisting of six boats and
200 armed men. They reached Gondokoro on the
1st of February, two weeks before Spoke reacbed
that place. Petherick expressly tens that when he
reached Gondokoro on the 18th of February, be
-, found, besides what his two early boats brought up,
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another boat that' left Khartoum with himself and
the three last alluded' to, and that leftwith Baker. '
The letter from Petherick above' alluded to was
transmitted by Petherick's brother-in-law to Sir
Roderick Murchison, the worthy and respected
President of the Royal Geographical Society. At
his particular request the portion we are about to
quote was struck out, he, with his characteristic
good feeling, wishing to preserve peace amongst
those explorers, and probably also, at 'the time, considering it impossible that Captain Speke could have
acted as he has done. Speke's unguarded publication must, if we mistake not, give Sir Roderick both
annoyance and pain; but it may also teach him that
all men are not so straightforward and honest as
himself. The part of the letter struck out commences after the words in the Aihenceum, cc effected
according to their own account with trifling diffi...
culties to themselves" thus:"It is with much regret I have to notice Speke's
coolness and ill-treatment of us. He would or
could not understand the difficulties and sacrifices
we had put ourselves to, to meet him; and having
helped himself from our stores to sundry blue cloth
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and other indispensable necessaries for the clothing
of his men prior to our arrival, he heaped insult to
injury upon us by refusing our boats and provisions,
preferring those of 1\11'. Samuel Baker, then present,
notwithstanding OUf representation that the whole
had been paid for, and were expected to supply him
with every.... necessary.
...1
" Grant was throughout the gentleman, but Speke

I shall never forgive. Our engagement to meet him,
he said, had virtually expired in -Iuly, 1862, and he
now would purchase any article he required. I-Iow
indignantly this was refused you lllay imagino ; but
the crowning piece of all his ill-temper was the
ignoring of Iny expedition, ending with the inquiry
as to whom he had proposed it!

He was, however,

rather astonished at lIly repartee, that my meeting
him was proposed hy himself and his letter to that
effect was still, doubtless, preserved hy the Council
of the Geographical Society. His jealousy was so
aggravated as to lead him to declare he required
no succour dodge! Although he had had ample
experience of the violences, robbery, and slave kidnapping propensities of the traders to tho aborigines,
he was dumb upon the subject ; hut when I stated
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that-travelling through districts long ruined by
them, and where the natives would not, employ
themselves as porters for anything short of a cow
or bullock each, and that far in the interior we
could neither return nor advance without themour men had joined a party of traders in a razzia
to supply us with the needful cattle, and restore
some sixty head already borrowed from a trader
for former negro services, Speke would make
no allowance for our peculiar circumstances or the
alacrity of our men (although much against our
will) to pay the negroes out for former wanton
assaults against ourselves; and I will not be surprised that Speke and Baker, hand in glove, will
make some ill-natured remark on the subject at
home.. However, as nothing that has transpired
will be withheld from the public, with a clear conscience I will willingly abide their decision.. U
In a subsequent letter he says : U To add insult to injury flesh and blood cannot
bear it; and while not wishing to depreciate the
labours of others, I am determined to maintain my
own."

In a very plain letter, from Consul Petherick,
o 2

88

DISCOVERY OF THE SOURCE OF THE NILE.

dated Bahr el Ghazal, May 12, 1863, and which
appears, though not at full length, in a contemporary of great circulation and high authority (The
Atheneum. of Aug. 29, 1863), 'we have a full account
of the dangers and difficulties that Petherick had to
encounter in his endeavour to reach Gonclokoro, and
during which voyage, as J\Ir. Baker admits, they
had lost nearly all their valuable supplies by damage
and shipwreck, But distressing as this narrative is,
it is still far below the sad evils which the journal of
his heroic wife, placed in our hands for perusal, has
briven of the voyage. Cold, callous, and unfeeling
must the head and the heart of any reasonable
being be, who can peruse either without the bitterest
sorrow. Of the chief facts contained therein Captain Speke must have been well acquainted, as })1'.
:Jlurie, who was one of the sufferers, no doubt told
him at Gondokoro. It is therefore almost illcredible that, in the face of such facts, and
in possession of the knowledge of all matters
connected with these events as we have shown
hint to have been, and the statements in his own
pages, he could have brought the cruel and' UIlfounded charges against Consul Pctlierick that he
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has clone, and imply, as it would appeal", that all
the difficulties and wilful delays which he had encountered were owing to the misconduct of Petherick
alone.
Independent of the testimony of Petherick we
have the certain testimony of Speke and Baker that
abundant supplies and aid had reached Gondokoro
before Speke did, but of this and the voyage of
Petherick's three boats which accompanied Baker,
neither he nor Speke take the slightest notice, This
is most reprehensible. Those supplies, consisting of
many things, such as beer, wine, rice, soup, pearl
barley, Le Mann's biscuits, a gutta peroha boat, &c.,
were Bold to the Dutch ladies, who were not a little
rejoiced to find such luxuries there, and they enjoyed
them famously (Proceedtngs, vol.. vii, p. 14, Nov.
.23rd, 1863). Moreover, Colonel Rigby, late Consul
at Zanzibar, told the Royal Geographical Society,
Nov. 24, 1862, and he is a very competent judge,
that it was fortunate that Petherick did not get to
Gondokoro sooner, as, if he had, it would have been
injurious to Speke's progress, He also told them at
the same time about the dreadful famine that raged
over all Eastern Tropical Africa at the time Speke
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and Grant entered it, so that ten able-bodied slaves

were purchased for one bullock.
Consul Petherick has, therefore, in e",ery vlay,
clearly fulfilled Lis agreement with the Royal Geographical Society, and it is with them only that he
has to do as regards the subscription fund. He has
done more than he even agreed to do.

He received

of £1000 out of that fund.

Mre, Pethc-

the

SUlll

rick's journal confirms this, and Dr. Mnrie, who

made out the account, can tell, if he lias not already
told, the subscribers to the fund that a larger sum
was actually expended at the very outset at Khartoum. The balance, therefore, whatever that may
he, belongs to Petherick until his expenses are liquidated down to the time that the expedition was
unguardedly, and, as we think, ungenerously taken
from his hands and given to Mr, Baker, whose
appearance on the scene so suddenly is somewhat

remarkah]e. Moreover, as the Society did not limit
the extent and time of this auxiliary force, it is, \VC
presume, legally liable for the additional expenditure
that Petherick has incurred. Instead of Spcko calling upon Petherick to account for his intermission,
he must call upon Baker for his, when we shall see
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what Speke's further expenses have been, and what
Baker has been paid, and which, whatever they were,
he has bound himself to pay, if exceeding the sum
of £2800-£2500 from the British Government, and
£300 from the Government of the Cape of Good
Hope.
It was not Petherick who gratuitously offered
himself for this expedition, but Speke, as we have
seen, who proposed it to him and the Society.
This fund also was not collected, as Speke says it
was, for extricating him and his expedition from
failure, when his friends in England became informed
of the difficulties that he had encountered. Pethe.;..
rick put £1000 of it in his pocket, and at Khartoum,
months before, Speke's friends heard of his difficulties; and when they did hear of this' it was with the
account that it required only to have his supplies
replenished to enable him to go on. Moreover, the
fund was obtained, not for the purpose of aiding him
in his southern travels, but to afford him assistance
in his descent of the Upper Nile after he had reached
that part of his journey, and to aid him in going
down the Nile from Gondokoro to Egypt.
Captain Speke's difficulties, great as they were,
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and we do not wish to underrate them, might in our
opinion have been greatly lessened, if not altogether
prevented, by common prudence and proper caution,
good temper and patience.

So also ought the proper

funds to have been obtained in this country
who planned and got up this expedition.

by

those

Gentlemen

in England seem to ha ve no idea of the expenses of
even ordinary travelling ill this portion of Africa.
'I'he Dutch ladies,

80

repeatedly heard of, are. spend-

ing at the rate of £6000 per annum

j,

and Spckc

tells us that the urgency of his demand for porters

and supplies obliged him to offer " three times " tIle
wages that the merchants were wont to give, or
could afford to give.

Speke, as Captain Grant

informs us, replenished his stores and supplies from

Arab traders in the interior at. the rate of 1GOO
per cent.

bullock

In other places the natives demand

IlO\V

a

instead of a few beads as formerly for

the same labour.

Thus the money goes, and all

this shows that the people, rude as they arc, yet

retain HOIne glinullcrings of common sense, and 80
far as to

}010'V

that as labour and property come

more and

I110re

into demand they ought to obtain

Inure for both.
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Weare far from wishing to cast blame on any
party for the delays and difficulties that have taken
place in this African expedition; but at the same
time it is right to show that the person most liable to
censure is Captain Speke, who wasmuch more beyond
his set time in coming to a given point. Here Consul
Petherick was not to blame. The greatest error of
the latter was that he attempted at too late a period
in the season to push on to Gondokoro, just as
Speke selected a most improper season for his expedition! and the route that he took to carry out his
object. The Sultan of Zanzibar told him his proper
road was from Mambas, where 800 miles, instead of
1100 miles, would bring him in sight of the Nile
head, and through a country by no means difficult
or barren.. This error was Speke's, and the road
was of his selection, and we hope that what has
taken place will tend to prevent the Royal Geographical Society from committing such another blunder
in future..
The sufferings of Consul Petherick and his wife,
who accompanied him in this unhappy journey, have
indeed been severe, On the report of their death,
eagerly circulated in Egypt and in Europe by their

04

DISCOYERY OF

rns SOGRCE OF THE NILE.

bitter enemies the African slave-traders, who told
lies to injure him, Pethcrick's credit was completely
stopped.

.AlI letters from their European friends

and correspondents were detained, and left unheeded
in the office of the British Consul-General for Egypt
at Cairo, so that for InUl1Y mouths, and even down
to the latest period they 'were left whollv irmornut
,

.J

oJ

'-'

of what was passing in England against them ;
while, be it remarked, every communication addressed to l\Ir. Baker

\\1'a8

carefully forwarded,

,An

established business, the labour of many years, has
been nearly if not wholly ruined, the health of himself and his talented wife, it Il1ay be saill, totally
destroyed, so that to attend to any business is out of
the husband's po\yer; while at the same time his
office as Consul in that part of i\ frica runs the
greatest risk of being cut off'; as it filay appear to
our Govenuncllt that in such a country the duties of
a British Consul and the business of a merchant arc
incompatible with each other.

At Khartoum it was

publicly stated that his life would be taken by assassination on the part of the vindictive slave-traders.
'The Royal Geographical Society, and also the

Foreign Office, acted vcry ,vrong to press and to
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encourage Petherick to take the charge of such an

expedition; while he himself acted equally wrong
and unguarded by accepting such a charge for such
a low eum, and without a specific guarantee from
both that all proper expenses incurred should be
made good to him whatever the result of the work
was. Fine promises, plaudits, and praiaes made in
the Royal Geographical Society's meetings will not
butter parsnips, nor avert the poverty from the
Consul and his family which may bo the result of
this ill-starred expedition. These ill-used individuals
most unquestionably deserve, and ought to obtain,
something more than pity and commiseration from
the quarters mentioned, in~tead of the reproaches
and insults launched against them from anyone or
from any quarter recognised by these partics ; while
no compensation that either can give can compensate
the losses and anguish that the Consul and his wife
have suffered.
Before concluding this portion of our subject, and
entering upon the geographical, commercial, and
political portions of the work before us, we would
forcibly observe, and draw the attention of all parties
interested in the matter to the fact, that the passport
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for the passage of" Speke and Grant through the
remote and unstable and grasping interior of that
division of Africa was in the prornises lavishly made

hy Spcke of the great presents and wealth that the
chiefs would receive as soon as he met Petherick,
his servant and subordinate, to obtain all the fine

things that he was bringing forward for him to .givc
to them,

,V·o cannot find that one step has been

taken hy Speke to redeem his promises of payment
to those chiefs for aid given and for courtesies shown

by these grcat n1C11. On the contrary, we find 1\11'.
Baker, the deputy for them, instead of going south
and south .. west as \VC were told he Incant to do in
order to gain the shores of Nyanza, has gone to the
south-cast and cast from Cjondol~oro} in quite a
different direction.

This change and forgetfulness

of promises brings to our remembrance the adage,

" out of sight out of mind ; " hut which neglect and
omission nlay result in unfavourable consequences to
any future traveller from England

who

Jl1:lY

or British India,

think of completing what Speke has

certainly left undone.
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No, II.-MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.
entering upon the geographical, political,
and commercial portion of the volume, it appears'
advisable to advert to the subject of the life, manners, and customs of some of the tribes of these inBEFORE

terior portions of Africa, who , are represented to us
as more polished than ourselves, and as equal to
our gay neighbours on the other side of the Channel. We shall in this be as short as possible, and,
as far as decency will admit it, make the narrative
clear. Two States, Karagwe and Uganda, may
be deemed sufficient for the purpose mentioned.
Speke seems to have a peculiar delight in dwelling
upon such subjects, and also as showing off his
great knowledge and research in antique lore
in his new and remarkable theories and references.
We take Karagwe first. This is a very hilly
country, the hills extending to the shores of the
lake, or supposed lake. The chief or king, Rumanika, is a frank outspoken fellow, and has evidently,
more in him than Speke himself is willing to allow.
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His people and himself have no knowledge of God
or of a human soul; man and the bullock in this
respect standing on au equal footing.
mere question of 1110ney.

Marriage is a

A man accused is imme-

diately torn to pieces; if the accused endeavour to
plead his defence, his voice is at once drowned, and
the miserable victim dragged off in the roughest
manner to death.

Rumanika warned Speke that

as he went forward "he must not expect to find
again a reasonable

Ulan

like myself," and soon

after increases the compliment by eulogising Speke

(p. 241) thus, "without doubt he had never seen
such a wise man as mvself,"
'"

This amiable and

polished king, in respect for his father's (Dagara)
luenlory, instead of putting his body "under ground,

the people erected a. hut over him, and thrusting
in five maidens and fifty CO'VS, enclosed the doorwav in such a manner that the whole of them sub'"
scqucntly died of pure starvation H (p. 221). Rumanika has five wiYes, milk drinkers, and fatted up like
e
the following lady, the wife of his brother.
must give this precious piece of information in
Speke's words, as lie seems to delight and excel
in such exhibitions. An agreement was quickly

"l
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made with the lady.
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Spoke was to obtain a good

view of her naked, and then to measure her, upon a

like reciprocity on his part.

After getting her

(t

to

sidle and \'Tiggle into the midst of the hut, I did as I

promised." Witl: bare limbs and shirt sleeves well
tucked up, S peke began his measuring and, as he

>

called it, " engineering" process, thus :-Round the
ann, 1 ft. 11 ill. ; chest, 4 ft. 4 in.; thickest part of
the thigh, 2 ft. 7 ill.; calf,
5 ft. 8 in.

'I'he height,

\VC

1 ft. 8 ill.; height,
arc told, is not quite

certain, because he could not get her laid upon the
Hoor;

~b

yet, after infinite exertions on the part of us

both, this was accoluplishcd, when she, sank dowu
again/' l~C.

"13esidc her sat her daughter) a lass of

sixteen, stark naked, sucking at a milk-pot, on which

her father kept her at work by holding a rod in his
1HU1ds."

"I got up a hit of a flirtation with Missy~

and induced her to rise and shake hands with me.
Her features were lovely, hut her body was as round

as a ball."
'Ve believe none of our readers ever met with or
ever heard of such a piece of " engineering " as
this, and we dare say will never wish to meet with

such another.
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Captain Speke, in a long and learned disquisition, tries to prove from the Bible that Zorah,
the Ethiopian, was one of the chief progenitors of
the Waluuuu, in Karagwe and U gandn.; ana that

the Rmnanika and his family, and also the 'Vaganda, were the lineal descendants of the great
Jewish l(ing David,

",,~bosc

hair," Captain Speke

assures this black African monarch, ",vas as

straight as Iiis (Spoke's) own." 'That they aU
were one family with the Ahyssinians, with \Vh080
king, Sallein Selasseh, Queen Victoria had exchanged presents.

merely,

N O\Y, Sahcla Sclasseh was

yesterday only, the king of Shoa, a
revolted province of Abyssinia, and not the great
empire of .A.hyssillia itself, especially as it stood
in very ancient times. Moreover, King David, lVC
arc told from the best authority, " was ruddy, and
withal of a beautiful countenance (fair of eyes),
and gowlIy to look upon."
{l.st Sanl. c. XYi., Y..
12.)

(lIH!

So that David's progeny arc sadly degene-

rated to have become wholly black. Nor do we
think that Spoke will gain anything by his announcement that Lis hair is like King David's.
Further, if Zerah, the Ethiopian (.\.c. U41), had
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Uganda and Karagwe as part of his dominions, it
will follow that Zerah must have been well acquainted with the source and tributaries of the
Nile; and though the records of his empire are
lost to us, still his knowledge of all these things
was long before Speke 80 pompously proclaimed
the discovery. It would be a waste of time to
attempt to investigate such crude speculations
further. They do not, however correct they may
be, prove that Captain Speke has discovered the
Source or Spring of the Nile.
King Rumanika appears after all to be a bit of a
wag. At p. 236 he asks Speke, U Whether or not
the moon made different faces to laugh at us mortals
on earth." Of this there can be little doubt, and
well and properly may the moon do BO. Let any
one look at the moon when she is full, and then
Bay if she does not represent a photograph of
Speke, back uppermost, with both legs stretched
out, and anna extended. grasping the mountains
of the Moon, the Lake Nyanza, the hills of Chope
(the Apennines of the Moon), and Luta Nzige, the
Man portion of the satellite, and other points
similar in both" In short, the keen-eyed RumaI[
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nika appears to have been laughing at Speke's
credulity.
oJ

FrOTIl Karagwe we proceed to lr galicIa, peopled
by a branch of the Zcrah family, the best blood of
Abyssinia. This is a kingdom that we arc told all
ought to imitate and to admire-s-where the population are described as dwelling in a perfect paradise,
and all most respectably dressed. On looking into
the matter fully, however, we perceive that this
splendid dress consists of hark cloth and the hides

of

CO\YS

and wild beasts, &c., where such can he

obtained.

The population arc subject to a most

bloody and brutal tyrant.

Culprits are dismem-

hered hit hy hit, as food for the vultures, till lif{·

is extinct. The King shoots whomsoever he pleases,

at times, and in lucre sport.

His brothers, however

luany there lnay be, are all burnt to death at 11 i~
coronation, with the exception of two or three to

preserve the succession in case the King is cut off
without children.

lIe keeps a. harem of upwards of

300 females, furnished frequently by their parents,

in order to defray the confiscation that the sovereign of his own jealousy or pleasure is daily heaping

upon them.

This King, we arc informed "keeps
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a splendid court, yet we are told that he sometimes
II

ate with a copper knife and picker, not forked, but

more u8ually-like- a dog with both hands (p', 392).
Every day saw one, two, or three poor females
dragged from the harem to a cruel execution and
death. In one day and at one time no fewer than
four were thus dragged forth.

At page 357, iu

proof of their modesty and decency, Speke informs
us minutely thus :-" These twenty naked 'virgins,
the daughters of Wakungu, all smeared and streaming with grease, each holding a small square of
Mbugu for a fig leaf, marched in a line before U8
as a fresh addition to the harem.
. " After this pre1>" .... _

'

sentation, « a sedate old dame rose from the squat-

ting mass, ordered the virgins to right about, anrl

marched them off, showing their still more naked
reverse."
When the people wish to penetrate into futurity,

they sacrifice a child, and of so little value is human
life in Uganda, that when the King heard that the
white man intended to visit him, he sacrificed 50
big men and 400 small ones. In short, every part
of the State appears to be one vast scene of plunder,

robbery, violence, slavery, the slave trade, and
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bloodshed, accompanied by frequent famines and
want, Speke himself often 'went, at least so he
says, supperless to bed, and without food for the
day; his men eating grass.
'Ve ha ve noticed the refined manners of the
higher class of males. Let us turn to that of the
felnalcs-thc Queen Dowager, for example, She
appears to be the best of the lot, and has SOIUC fun
about her. Speke was a particular favourite with
her-so much so that her courtiers said he had
bewitched her heart. lIer "ThTajesty held a particular levee and party for his reception. She appeared in great state, and had at hand plenty of the
best POInbe ill the kingdom. A large wooden
trough was placed before the Queen and filled with
liquor. 'I'he Queen and her ministers plunged into
the Pombe and became uproarious. 'The Queen
put her head to the trough and drank like a pig
from it, and was followed by her ministers. Spcke,
the friend and invited guest, ought in courtesy or
good manners to have done the same. Flattery
was applied to the lady, who was led to believe
that as often as she changed her dress she improved
in beauty. She changed dresses three times, and
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each time swilled Pombe largely.o The Queen and
her councillors all became uproarious. She began
to sing, and the councillors to join in the chorus;
then all sang, and all drank and drank and sang,
till in their native excitement they turned the
palace into a pandemonium. Now, all of a Budden,
as if the Devil had taken possession of the company,
the ministers, with all the courtiers, jumped to their
legs--cups were too small, 80 the trough was
resorted to, and the Queen graced .it by drinking,
pig-fashion, first, and then handing it round to the
company,
This model State and splendid capital (so Speke
writes Petherick) was his great object, and it may
be presumed congenial to his feelings and pursuits.
He boldly insisted that as c, he was a great Prince
in his own country," so it would be a degradation
to him to reside in the customary places allotted
.. At a particular ltage ofthia debauch, sap Spoke (p. 314), an
eye-witnUSI to the &el, U a naked viI'giD, with a Mbugu only,
handed to the Que.n over her ahoulder .. cup of pombo," Speke
looking OD. :Mbugu ia a favourite word with our author. It
0CC1.ID in. almost every page.
It is made of bark.cloth, of a shape
88 female fancy dictates. As far as 'We can gather the me&Ding of
the name, it &ignifiea not to COVel', bu. to ahow the par' that
.hould be OO1'ered.
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to travellers, and that in the' palace was his 'proper
home, where he could conveniently see and con':'
verse with the King every day without the presence
or the intervention of his ministers. He stuck to
this point, and by the aid and influence of the Queen
Dowager he gained it. Now, what would the
people of England say if King Mtesa should send
one of his princes, or ministers, as ambassador to
the British sovereign, and wish that this ministera "first-rate noble, the hangman or cook"-should
reside in Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle,
and be at liberty to communicate with Queen Victoria daily, without the intervention of her ministers;
and further, that she should maintain Mtesa's ambassador and suite at her sole expense ? Yet even
more than this is what Speke demands, for he had
no diplomatic character. Why, such a demand
would be considered a national insult, and the
insulters at once ordered about their business, and
to leave the country.!" Mtesa ought to have served
Speke in this, manner.
We are almost moved to tears at the pathetic
complaints and woes of Speke, who, though living
in a splendid and well-peopled palace, yet found
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himself so lonely, without a wife or female companion, that very frequently he could neither sleep
nor eat. This deprivation of domestic comfort seems
to have worked like U a Bee it the bonnet.. " When
at the Ripon Falls, he states (p, 470)-U This day
I sat watching the fish playing at the falls, and felt
as if I only wanted a wife and family, garden and
yacht, rifle and rod, to make me happy here for life,
so charming was the place. What a place, I
thought to myself this would be for missionaries.
They never could fear starvation," &c. Now, as
to all this loneliness and want of female society, we
find (p. 309) that the Commander-in-Chief of the
army had, by the hand of an elderly Mganda woman,
sent him a lady, with metaphorical compliments,
praying that "I would accept her to carry my
water," and adding that if I did not like her, or
wanted
one that might be thought prettier, I could
,
have a choice of one amongst ten of all colours.
U As nothing offends 80 much as rejecting such
presents, I kept her for the time being. H The
Queen Dowager afterwards made him a present of
two, declaring he might have more, and consequently we find she had sent him another, which
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Speke intimated he did not think good enough for
a man of his dignity. She replicd that the one
sent was only" a creature" such as they bestowed
upon personages of inferior rank; therefore if he
","anted something better, he must wait a bit. The
King in the meantime had (p. 284) sent him one.
Speke therefore 'vas not and could not be in great
want of African ,viYCS or maidens to carry his
water. And as regards a real wife, his friend
Rurnanika would have readily given hint the pick
of his kingdom ; and surely Captain Speke could
have felt no degradation in marrying it lineal
descendant of the great J cwish King David. She
would have been a curiosity in this country) anrl
a credit and triumph to him amongst his true friends
in England.
There arc two great omissions amongst the views
given ill the volume.

,~

engineering H
on the Fat Queen, and secondly, the Queen Dowager
of ITganda and her courtiers drinking Pombo in
pig-fashion, and Spekc "Il'yanziggillg" or looking
First, Spcke's

on, applauding the scene.

Two drawings of those

acts upon a tolerably large scale, finished and hung
up, one in the Foreign Office and one in the library,
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or some room of the Royal Geographical Society,
would form objects of attraction such as have not
been seen in the latter office since Du Chaillu'8
gorilla graced the room. Both views would draw a
large number of gazers and amuse the Council in
the one place, and in the other inspire the secretary,
tickle the clerks. and amuse foreign ambassadors
while waiting for the appointed interview.
But here we must conclude our observations,
perhaps too far extended, upon such miserable subjects and senseless narratives, hut with which more
than two hundred pages of the volume is filled. It
is with a disgust that we want proper words to
express, to find the first names in Europe prostituted. and especially the name of our great and
gracious Sovereign insulted and degraded, in giving
names to places in this most barbarous and degraded
country. We earnestly hope that the Royal Geographical Society will in future denounce with the
greatest severity all such proceedings on the part of

anyone they patronise and employ.
Nothing can be so absurd as to impose English
names on any part, but especially upon places in
the remote interior parts of Africa. This is, we
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believe, done by no other nation.

What nonsense

it is .... calling a part of Lake Nyanza the Bengal

..:\rchipelago. A stagnant puddle, with water in
it only during the rains) or when the lake overflows,
the

J ordans, a name never heard of in geography.

The eminent characters seized upon to give names
t.o Ripon Fulls, Murchison (]rcek~a stagnant pud-

dle-can scarcely feel gratified Ly~ this appropriation

of their narucs. It is really time that such tonifoolery should be relinquished. '1'0 what do we O\Yl'
so much of our ignorance of ancient geography but
1u the substitution llY later travellers of new for
oJ

ancient native names ?-\vhich are generally

1110St

expressive, whereas the names now so frequently
given explain nothing.
...

"Then such a promontorv

as the (Jape of Good Hope, never before seen or
known to ge(~bYTaphy in any age of the world, was

discovered, it was reasonable and proper to give it
the name it has obtained; and so of other places

made known under similar circumstances.
Royal

Geographical

Society of London

The
should

attend to thi~q subject, as the world should look
up to it as the leader and director in all such
matters.
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It is truly deplorable to learn that all intercourse
with white men only extends the slave trade and
slavery and desolation over Africa, and especially
in the large districts at present under our notice.
•
Speke says they have brought u the devil U into
that portion of Africa. Baker tells us that they
have rendered Gondokoro U a perfect hell. n The
whole river is now frequented by Turks, Circassians,
Syrians, and, according to Dr. Murie, the worst
description of Italians and Frenchmen. The following letter, received from sure authority, and
dated" Khartoum, Nov.. 12, 1863," will show in a
strong light what is now going on there:. t You have no idea how dreadful the slave trade
is here. The longer we stay the more we find it
out. Last Sunday I saw three boats full of slaves
shipped off to Cairo or Kordofan by the Government" guarded by soldiers. Oh, it was such a
shocking sight! The Government pretend they do
not allow slavery, but they accept slaves in payment
from the people here for their taxes, It is a burning
shame; I cannot write all the horrors of it. It
makes one quite giddy. They look so pitiful, with
great collars round their necks" and Borne with

112 DISCOVERY OF THE SOURCE OF THE NILE.

chains on their legs.

Too much cannot be said

against it.'
In its proper place we have forgotten to notice
the irnportant fact that Speke seems well acquainted

with the proceedings of Petherick's first two explorers, for he tells us that they had proceeded a
long ,vay due south from N yambara, and at this
utmost point

H

found a river running from cast to

west."

Pctherick tells us that they... went seventeen days' journey due south, when they were
forced to turn hack on account of famine and the

hostility of the natives.

At 10 geographical miles

each day this distance would bring them to 2° 15'

N. lat., but nine miles per day to 10 28' N. lat., the
latter to the Karuma Falls, and the former near to
Karnraei's palace. At the Karuma Falls the river
runs from cast to west ; but we have yet to receive
an account of this from Petherick himself as also his
latitudes and longitudes, which Dr. Murio fells us
were taken at different places. But as regards this
southern journey the account Inay be defective,
because Mussard, his most faithful and trustworthy
servant, was killed by an Arab soon after he joined
his master, coming up the river.

Mussard had left
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Gondokoro about the end of June, 1862, at which
time Speke had not reached that place, We.. are,
however, indebted to Speke for noticing the subject.
as it shows that those men had not been idle, and
they had carried out their instructions as far as they
could. In like manner we may allude to Speke' B
dictatorial letter ofMarch, 1862 (Proceedlngs, voL vii.,
p. 235), to Petherick, from the capital of Uganda,
commanding him, as his superior officer, to come
without delay to that place, with a great load of fine

things to give to the kings of the country, adding that
he (Speke) was well aware that he (petherick) could
not do this without a serious loss to his private

affairs, but also telling him not to mind that, 3S
whatever that 10s8 might be, he would "ask the
Government to defray it 1" This declaration shows
clearly that Petherick was not bound or expected
to leave entirely his mercantile pursuits for the sole
purpose of watching and looking for and .guarding
Speke and his expedition.
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No. III.-(jE(JGR.APHY,

CO)I~IERCE,

&e.

'1'111<: expedition of Burton and Speke, and next of
~peke nTH} Grant, so lately concluded) were both,
but ('1'\IJc cially the latter, organised
1

UpOll

erroneous

anrl f;tllacious principles. They went into Africa
with it l1igh hand, proclaiming loudly their great

flig'uity .uui p()\vcr, and the po,ver and the greatness
of their country. 'I'here were with then) large pari il's of urnu« 1

BWB,

with numerous attendants, and

('xtensivp supplie»,

The chiefs and people were

{' \'('1')' where

alamux1,

knowing, as every one in

Eastl'l'n 1'\ frieu knows, what British power has

"nt'dell in India, 'rho Blust exaggerated reports
Wl'n~ «irculuted about them, founded, as there is too
Hutch reason to believe, upon the foolish boastinzs
UUltlt'

by individuals amongst the explorers.

TIJf~

iuiserublo districts they had to pass through were

quickly stripped of their scanty supplies. Enormous
pril'l\~ wor..' ll\.\lll~uhll\"l for all supplies of f;Ju.l ar« 1
lab,,;uL
(Ill,

'l'he more rapidly tl.e explorers hurrie-l

t b.' 11h)[\'

ria,' chit.)fs and people exacted.

"fi..:(:;:
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were attacked, plundered, deceived, laughed at, or
dreaded, according as circumstances and opportunity offered." Wherever they came every person
considered them fair game; that they would either
never Bee them again, or if again, see them only
as rulers or oppressors. The stories circulated to
their prejudice flew about widely. A story also,
however absurd, never loses in telling by Africans
or Arabs, and the incautious boastings of the preceding Spekeite explorers ran before the second
expedition, and gave rise to some delusive and ludicrous fears and opinions. The people in the interior were taught to believe that the travellers were
cannibals; that being Anglo-Indians they would
consume all their com and their plantains, drink
the Nyanza Lake dry, and blow up Africa!
Captain Speke, at all times, did everything to
proclaim his contempt for trade, but which is the
only passport in Africa. It is amusing to learn the
cunning with which the chiefs and their retainers
baffled all his wisdom and calculations in the
. collection of their customs and revenue. Suwarora,
Vikory) and Kamrasi were all adepts in that way,
and beat European tax-gatherers hollow, We hope

116 DISCOVERY OF THE SOURCE OF THE NILE.

Speke will bring none of them here to collect our
miscellaneous and income taxes.

Leaving for a time the consideration of Captain
Spoke's decisions about the different races of mankind, we proceed to analyse his geography. This
important point connected with this portion of
Africa, as adverted to in very ancient and later
times, we must, however, condense as lunch as possible, but the narratives of eminent authors during
a period of more than 3000 years cannot be placed

Captain Spoke would
leave little to be said except what he himself has
discovered or supposes he has discovered
To
in a

COIUlllJl

of our paper.

complete his present geographical intelligence,

,YC

must return for a moment to the account of his
former journey, as

\VC

find it in Blaclaoood's JJfa!Ja-

zinc, October, 1859, and in the Journal (!/" tlte Roynl

Geo!JrnJ)hical F{oc£et!J, vol. xxix., for 1859.
In his first journey Spoke

f()llUd.

Muanza, on the

southern shore of a lake, or say of the lake, to be
in 2° 31' S. lat., and by "dead reckoning H due K.
of Kazeh, that place being in 33° I' 34" E. long. ;

but we have good grounds to believe that 1IufLllZa.
is about 20' further west, or ill :'12

0

4 l.' E. long.
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Satsuma, or Observatory Hill, was 15 miles to the
eastward, and in 2° 24' S. lat. From Muanza to
Kitangule Karagwe is one month's journey by land,
but only five days' voyage N.N.W. by water, which
will bring the point on Karagwe to 10 43' S. lat.,
and 31°,.35' E. long. The Nyanza inundates extensively the land on its south side because it is flush
with the level surface of the country. Muanza
u

,

stands on the east side of what is ludicrously called

the Jordana, a creek or inlet of the lake extending a
bullock's curved
short distance south-east, like

a

horn. Eastward of MuanzQ 1.5 miles is Satsuma,
or Observatory Hill,' 2° 24' S. lat., and northward
,of it, 15 miles in the lake, is the island of Ukerewc,
from which the Arabs give the lake or sea its name.
East of Satsuma 35 geographical miles Speke saw a
sraall hill at the south-east corner of the lake.

From thence the lake trended north, by Urudi or
Uroro, opposite to islands Mazita and Ukerewe.
Beyond this to the north, say 70 or 80 miles, lay
the Island of Thiri or Kitiri, which ~e find is to the
south-east. and on the border of Uganda. Westward of Muanza the lake extended about the same
distance as on the east side, making its breadth
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from east to west 80 geographical miles ; but
stretching aw"ay to the northward like a long Lan..

to 3° 30' N. lat. To the W. s. W. of
Jluanza the lake was studded with small islands,
rising Irorn 200 to aDO feet high, as far as the eye
caster

gUll

could reach; the couutry of the Masai at a distance
stretching eastward in little rolling hills.
This is what Spekc saw with his eyes and heard

with his ears in 1857, and which was exhibited as a
wonderful object. By-and-by, hO\VCVCf J the extcnsi ve noddle of this lake was cut off; then another
and another portion, till it \VRH brought into its
present shape, and its northern edge close to the
Equator.

In the meantime, and. at the same time,

slice after slice was severed from its right cheek"
and its first shape totally obliterated.
reader now attend to us.

Let the

From about thirty
miles
•

east of the meridian of Muanza to Kagera, and not

very much to the south of the

saU1C

parallel as the

head of the ,.1 urdans, Speke gives the land between

Nyanza and Lake Tanganyika, 300 feet. lower than
T..l(lke Nyanza, Next COIne for our consideration
"the Mountains of t he ~I oon."

These were first

laid down in a neat little circle as hills north of the
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Tanganyika, but they are now removed about 10 30'

further west, and to within a' few miles of the
'Equator, and placed in a most conspicuous circle, in
form like a Lord Chancellor's wig.

The history of

these Moon Mountains of Speke, for he is their
paren t, as also the christcncr of them as they stand,
is somewhat curious. They were first given to be
6,000 feet above the level of the sea, but in a few
111011 tlis

they

gTC\V

up in Whitehall-place to 8,000

fecIt; and now the new ones have gn.nv'1l up pro-

tligiuunly, as we shall presently sec, while the
{~rulltli batch

Bur-

have sunk to about 5,000 feet,

ton told an acquaintance of ours that the height of

those hills at the head of Lake Tanganyika was only
2)000 feet above the level of the lake, instead of

S,OOO feet!

'Ve now come t.o the consideration of the last

journey of Spckc, for no one else can be taken into
the narrative.

V/ e have seen that the lake

fiOOth~

the land on its southern shores extensively 1 and the
Hallle

authority (Spoke) tells us repeatedly that the

lake on the north side never inundates its shore.
When rcturued frorn his last journey he gave the

height of the lake 3,550 fect-(see luap published
-

,.
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by Stanford, Charing-cross, by his permission and
direction)-now he has raised it,' on what we may
call his official map, to its former height, 3,745 feet.
Let us take it so, and notice. the indescribable
confusion and impossible results that must follow.
Little Lake Windermere, 3,639 feet high, feeds, we
are told, the Kitangule river, and this river runs
into the Lake Nyanza, 3,745 feet high, thus making
the river run upwards instead of downwards! No
wonder the natives were afraid lest Speke's
army should drink Nyanza dry, when we find that
one draught sucked up 200 feet of its depth, in a
surface of 9,000 square miles, particularly as he told
us that South Nyanza was not very deep. Another
suck, nay, even less, would have emptied it. o
Still more serious errors and inconsistencies than
the one that has just been adverted to appear as we
advance to the eastward. Mtesa's palace stands on
a small eminence, and immediately adjoining it on
* This great decrease of the lake may have taken p1aee in the
year 1861, when Egypt was 80 nearly drowned. The decrease in
the lake is now, as regards space, in both cases about equal to the
increase in the other. It is therefore strange that Speke does not
think of this in order to make out his second statement. This
'Would have been plausible.
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the west side is the end of Murchison Creek, a: still
inlet without current. This palace, or capital, is
3,400 feet above the level of the sea, but then it is
still 345 feet below what is supposed to be the lake.
There ought, therefore, to have been a strong 111sh
and current of water northward in this creek, but
there was none!
Again, at the Ripon Falls, only a few miles from
the entrance to the Napoleon Channel, the elevation
of the river above the level of the sea is stated to be
3,308 feet, and consequently it is there 339 feet
below the lake. There must then have been a very
great cataract, indeed, at the separation of the
stream from the Nyanza. Yet the current as seen
was very gentle. Again, the Ripon Falls had only
12 feet descent, yet we find at Urondogani, 0 52'
27" north latitude, about 16 miles north, the river, in
the intervening space gentle, stated to be 2,865 feet
above the ocean, giving a descent to that place, of
883 feet in a distance of probably only 30 miles.
At the Karuma Falls the river is stated to be 2,970
feet above the ocean, which is 105 feet above
Urondogani, thus making the river for the space of
90 miles to run upwards instead of downwards.
0
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Again, at Namaouji, 14 miles north of the capital
of Uganda, we find the elevation of the land 3~103
fcct, or D7 feet below the capital, and 238 feet
highcr than lJ rondogani. In the distance between
the capital and IT rondogani, t bC're are in the space
alluded to no fewer than twelve rivers crossed,
including the Luajerri, a wide body of 'water, sluggish and slow in current, and is said to rise in the
Nyauza, From 'whence or to what point do all
these streams flow ? \Ve are not told, and cannot

Blake out.
'I'he Katonga Iliver is a large body of water

(,OUl-

ing from the north-west quarter) and with a slow
current flowing into the Nyauza about 50 miles

of the capital.

'VCtSt

Beyond it there is, almost every
quarter of a mile, large" rush-drains " flowing in tht,
same direction. l\t the 111011th of this stream there
arc forty islands, the largest of which is called Sese,
where the king keeps his fleet. of canoes. From themouth of the Katonga corning from north-west to tho
mouth of the 1tIwerango, running north-east, is not
Jl10rC than 20 miles,
From the mouth of Murchison
Cin.lck, by the }{ira, a canoe station, to Urondogani,
tho king's naval commander stated there were IlU-
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.merous shoals, rocks, and great cataracts in the
Nyanza, . such as render the navigation dangerous
and almost impracticable. "Boats from Murchison
Creek never visit Kira (p. 469), which is the most
eastern district of Uganda.. From Kira it would take
one month by the lake to go to the Masai country,
where there is another Nyanza to which the king's
•
canoes go for salt, but the same place could be.gained
in seven days, viz., "fouf by land and three by
water U (p.429). The passage from Murchison Creek
to Usoga is very circuitous on account of reefs or
shoals. In this route the Kitiri Island is passed (p.
399). The Waganda know of no other Kitiri but
this. I t cannot be above 80 miles from their northeast frontier.
In descending the river from Urondogani we meet
with continued confusion and evidently impracticable
positions. At Kamrasi'a palace the distance that is
given to Lake Luta N zige is about 70 miles. At the
Karuma Falls we may fairly take the distance to be
the same. The lake in its southern position is given as
2,20() feet above the level of the sea. By what means
or knowledge this elevation was ascertained is not
stated, but we assume it to be correct. The Karuma
U
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Falls, as they are called, having only 10 feet descent,
arc 2970 feet above the level of the sea. To the lake
there is, therefore, a descent of 770 feet in a distance
of 60 or 70 miles.
At this point should commence the supposed
backwater, of 166 miles in length, towards the
S.S."~.
But how arc we to manage for the subse"
quent descent of the river beyond
the northern point
of this lake? To the point 'where the river is met
with beyond Paira, 120 miles from the KarumaFalls,
the descent is stated to be 1,000 feet, say (400 feet
higher than Goudokoro), and consequently nearly
300 feet below the level of the north point of the
Luta Lake. How, then, could the Nile form a backwater from this? This is not thought of: nor explained.
The fact is that this backwater expanse was, \ve believe, made out in London in order to cobble up
something like consistency and unity, and also to
account for the diminution of the river in magnitude, which they found as they advanced northwards,
Kamrasi, Chief of Unyoro, Of, as he is there
styled, U King of Kings," has, we think, been very
much belied. He has been portrayed as an out-and-
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out butcher. Now to us he really appears the best
of the lot. When his BUbjects offend him he flogs
them, telling them that it is fortunate for them they
have such a merciful sovereign, for if they were
under Mtes&, he would, for the same offence, cut off
their heads, He has eight fattened queens, each of
whom is 80 large that it takes eight men to raise her
up. His attention to these ladies must occupy so
much of his time that he can have but little to spare
either to do good or to do evil. His domicile is very
simple, containing, besides himself in one puddlehole room, cows, pigs, poultry, and birds, clean and
unclean.
But what is Nyanza, and how much of it, if lake
it be, has been discovered? The word means equally
" pond," "river," or H lake," and is applied as the
name of the river from Ripon Falls downwards to
Kidi and Gani. All that Speke saw of it was at
Muanza, and only 80 far as his eyes could carry him.
His next sight was at Mashonde or Makaka, about
20 miles south of the Equator. There he got the
first glimpse of what he supposed to be the lake in
his second journey. He saw no more of it even at
the Ripon Falls, because U the spur of a hill U shut
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out his "ie\v of seeing the outlet of the Napoleon
Channel.

To that point Spekc's vie,,,, of the water

or lake was only about 50 miles out of 450 miles.
"

1\1l the rest was hearsay.
..
Captain Speke pointedly informs us that he had
satisfied the King of ITganda "that he knew cverything."

The king knew better.

He succeeded in

detaining him in his palace for five months, yet
within only fiye hours' walk of what was considered
to be the N yanza, without permitting him to go to
sec it, or getting hold of anyone who could give
him a direct answer to plain inquiries made about it.
Captain Spoke was all the time mentioned amused

and employed in drinking pombc, courting the
Queen Dowager, shooting CO\'S, reducing to order
his rebellious female inmates, some of \VhOTIl 1u1<1
caught the itch from consorting 'with dirty children,
and in splashing in the Nyanza

in cornpany with the

king's naked queellR, when not engaged in witnessing the execution of some of them.

It is almost in-

credible that any J11an, but especially a man who had
CODle

one thousand miles to see the position of the

outlet of the Nile, supposed to be in that spot, should
remain five months within eight rniles of itt without
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hearing or seeing something certain about the great
object of his research, or have found
~ee

SOUle

means to ,

'Vhy, he TIlight have taken the ann of the
beautiful Kariaua, the wife of the courtier Dumba,
it.

witl: whom he was accustomed to walk ann-in-ann
to teach her how to walk as he 'walked with tho

ladies in Hyde Park, shaved his heard, slipped

011

his or her :rvThug-u , 3JHl instead of sitting moping and
mourning, 'walked off in a morning "walk with -I{a.rjaua, got to 11w lake) or the river, and

AO

in one

forenoon seen whnt h<-, 'wanted, and thus relieved

pain and disappoint""e think h(' Blight hayc Ret 80111e scheIBe

and tlH' worl.] from all

11S

mont.

OUf

foot that would have gainc(l his nl)jcct.

on

In the first journey \,~e

\VCTP

most pointedly told

that no Aral: or native merchant or traveller ever

c']'o:-;scd the country to

1a t.

1}}('

northward of 10 of N.

'Vcarp however, uow told merchants fn.o -

qucntly

J

(10

HO;

that the road from lJganda through'

the Masa] country it-) 'we1l known ann often frequented,

and hy it ](ing Mt{'Ha offered to send Speke to the
c-oast in one month.

Spekc himself appears to have

1hollg'ht of returning to Zanzibar by this route.

pagf' 187 he tells

Uri

At

that Trungu, a native of
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ITganda, expressed his surprise that he had come
so far about, when he could have taken the short,
safe, and well-known route to his country l)y Masai
and IJsogo.
Next it Dlay be asked, where arc t11C celebrated
Mountains of the Moon ?

'Ve have seen how easily

and readily the newly-discovered ones have been
pushed about.

Two reasons Inay be adduced how

and why the old mountains may have got out of the

w'ay.

First, they had doubtless heard, like every-

thing else, by the boastings of the first expedition,
that Indian Englislnuen could hlow up Africa, and,
consequently, these mountains included; and when
they heard that Speke had returned, they doubtlessly considered that he had come to execute hiR

object, Looking at matters fr01H this point of view,
those lofty hills might consider it proper and prudent
to emigrate to some safer quarter-perhaps to the
Moon herself-where there has, within the last few
years, been discovered a number of ycry elevated
peaks; or the whole, or the remnant that stopped at
home, may have disappeared, and been lowered hy

the following process :-.At the extra meeting of the
Royal Geographical Society, June 23, 1863 (Proceed-
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'bigs vol. vii., p. 221), Captain Spekeenraptured the
-listening throng thus: H The Mountaius of the Moon
are wearing down, and so is Africa! " Now, ns the.
lake, according to the same authority, had. sunk 200
feet in three years, the hills and the land musthave

done so also. This being so, at the rate of '70 feet
decrease per annum, we shall, in 75 years, more, find
the Mediterranean Sea running by Uganda into the

Indian Ocean ncar Zanzibar, or the Indian Ocean
from the latter point, by the same route, flowing
into the Mediterranean, This must be the result,
or else Spoke's beautiful theory must be wholly
r

.
Ptolemy is the first author who brought those
,r
mountains before the world) and before entering into
such theories it Inight have been well for many to
have considered carefully wl~at Ptolemy really did
say on this subject. As many words and opinions
have been' put into' his mouth which he certainly
never uttered, so it might happen that he has been
misrepresented or misunderstood U.pOIl this important subject also; and that the world, thoughtless as
it is known to be, has been hunting
after a phantom
.
.
which has never existed. We accordingly searched

wron~.

I"

."
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out the passage.

'The expression used appears to us

very remarkable,

It is "Sclenes Oros,lt "1\Ioon

Mouula2'n, " not jf(nJntains of the ~Ioon, as has for

ages been stated.

But lest 'we should be mis-

taken we called the attention of an Oxford scholar
to it, and he told us that "Selencs Oros, n 1\10011

Mountain, in the singular, was the correct reading.
This is important, and in our opinion is intended

to dt.·signate, not clusters of mountains, Lut a

IlIOUll-

fain chaiu,wltich divitled the waters that flowed to

the north and to the south, and also from its extrcmities to the west and to the east. The extent of
thi~ was taken at 10°; and fr0111 !(iliruanjaro, say
37° E. loug., or Kenia ill 36° E. long., 10° '\Vc~t
ward brings us to 27° or 26° E. long.; and in this

Rpace we have all tho features of Africa, lakes and
mountains, alluded to hy PtO}(,111)'. That early geographer placed his Lake Nilus a little to the south of

the Equator, and 5c E. long. from Alexandria-that
is, in 34° or 35° E. long. by our mode of reckoning.
He was led into an error in placing these portions of
the interior, bearing, as he conceived, from certain

points ill the cast.

Thus he places Cape Aromatum

(Cape Asscr or Cape (luardafui) in 6° N. Iat., which
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we know to be in '11 0 '48' 50", being thus; 'say'6C>
out' of its true place. He' places the lake, the source
0

of the western branch of the river, 1 more to the
north and 8° more to the west than the one for the
eastern branch; subsequent inquiries may show us
that these great eatures of Africa may yet turn out
. .
to be substantially correct.
We cannot here enter into any disquisition regarding the discrepancies that appear amongst the
very ancient authors regarding these parts of Africa~
We notice only those that are consistent and most
valuable, and as bearing upon the priority of discovery
and geographical knowledge. The earliest' period we
hear of Ethiopia is in the capture of the capital
thereof by Moses 1400 years before our era, and
90 or 100 years before the departure .ofthe Israelites
from Egypt. Josephus calls it Saba, and states that
it was very strong, situated on the River Astosabos,
and that the name was changed to Meroe, by Cambyses, in' honour of his sister Meroe. .There were
known to ancient writers three great tributaries
to the Nile in Ethiopia, namely, the Astahoras
(Tacazze), the Astosabos (Blue River), and the
Astapus (\Vhite River).. Herodotus, 450 years be.
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fore our era, obtained much information regarding
those interior parts of Africa, and in general, in

its grand features, pretty correct.

He says the

source of the Nile, Astoaabos, was 20 days' journey

to the south of Meroe, which will hring it to the
Lake Dcmbea or Tzana, According to Ptolemy, the
position of Mcrae was in 16° 25' N. lat., but the
ancient astronomer Hipparcbus has placed it in 16°

51', which Tnay he taken as the most correct. Caillaud found the vast ruins in 16° 56'. Under Psammeticus, the first Eg)1)tian king that reigned after
the final expulsion of the Ethiopian kings from

Egypt, 240,000 emigrants from Egypt settled in an
island south of the island of Mcroe, that is beyond
Khartoum, between the Blue and the 'Vhitc Rivers,
and at eight days' journey east of the Nuboo, or
N ubatoe. Those and the adjacent parts must therefore have been well known to the Egyptians.
sequently the Roman

arDIS

Sub-

extended to those parts.

Petrouius, the Roman general under Augustus,

thirty years before our era, took and destroyer I
Napata, the ancient capital of Tirhnka, situated on

the great northern hend of the Nile at Mount Barkhall, whore vast ruins arc still found.

Moroe cer-
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.tainlyt the..capita] of Queen Candace, mentioned in
the New Testament (Acts. viii. 27), also. fell under
the Roman yoke. Nero, early in his reign, sent a
remarkable exploring party, under two centurions;
with military force, to explore the source of the- Nile
and the countries to the west of the Astapus or White
River, at that early day considered to be the true
Nile. Assisted by an Ethiopian sovereign (Candace,
.no doubt), they went through the district now known
8S Upper Nubia, to a distance of 890 Roman miles
from Meroe. In the last part of their j?umey they
came to immense marshes, the end of which no one
seemed to know, amongst which the channels were
80 narrow that the light boat or canoe in use was
barely sufficient "to carry one man across them. Still
they continued their course south till ,they saw the
river tumbling down or issuing out between two
rocks, when they turned back, carrying with them a
map of the regions through which they had passed:
for Nero's guidance and information. This, it may
be remarked, is exactly the case still. The Dutch
ladies told us last year that they found the channels
amongst these marshes 80 thick that the lightest
canoe, made of bulrushes, scarcely fit to catty one
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man, could find room to pass on them, or across them.
After this, Pliny, Strabo, and other Roman authors,
took notice of this portion of Africa, but without
giving us anything important or IlC\V. Soon after
Ptolemy became the chief authority on these subjects, and collected a great deal of useful information
elsewhere noticed. After him carne the Arabs, who
adopted closely all his geographical notions and delineations, which renders it unnecessary to say anything more about them here, It is, however, both
pleasing and satisfactory to find those marshes
and the rivers as described to us to-day, to be the
samc-s-exactly the same-that they were, we may
say, 3500 .years ago. Eschylus, who wrote 500
years before our era, positively mentions these
immense marshes,
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No. IV.-GEOGRAPHY, CLIMATE, COMMERCE, &c.
WE may here make a few references to the Ara,..
bien geographers. Belad el Sudan, or country of
the blacks, says Baekui; extends on the east to
Ethiopia. Edrisi, who was born in Nubia, but who
wrote in Egypt about A.D. 1400, says, in that part
of Ethiopia south and south-west of Nubia is first
seen the separation of the two Niles. The one
flows from south to north into Egypt, and the other
part of the Nile Bows from east to west; and upon
that branch of the Nile lie all, or at least the most
celebrated kingdoms of the Negroes, U From the
Mountains of the MOOD, U says Scheadeddin, U the
Egyptian Nile takes its rise. It cuts horizontally
the Equator in its course north. Many rivers come
from thiB mountain, and unite in a great lake.
From this lake comes the Nile, the greatest and
most beautiful of the rivers of all- the earth. Many

rivera derived from this great river, water Nubia,
&c.
From "Ute -Arabs we may fairly descend 10- (lor
Itt
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times, The early Portuguese discoverers
obtained a great deal of geographical information
regarding the interior of . '. \Jrica, and especially
regarding two lakes near the Equator, from one of
which, the most northern, the Egyptian Nile was
stated to flow. This information was largely used
hy the French geographer (D'Anville), and the
Dutch geographers of that tiU1C. Subsequently
Bruce aud others told us about the great disparity
in magnitude between the Blue and the 'Vhitc
.
Rivers; the latter, they asserted, rose far to the
south, ncar to the Equator, and amongst mountains
covered with eternal snow, T\ycnty-five years ago,
Mahomed Ali, the clear-sighted and energetic ruler
of Egypt, sent an expedition, consisting of several
barques, well provided with everything necessary,
and under able naval officers, to explore the White
Nile to its source, if possible. They did their work
so far well, but were forced to return back on the
26th .Ianuary, 1840, in lat. 3° 22' N.~ for want of
sufficient depth of water for their vessels. At lat.
3° 3D' they found the river 1,370 feet broad and
say six feet deep. In every day's work on the
yoyage they gave the 'width of the river, the depth

0"1'11
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of the river, the force of its current, its temperature, and the miles (geographical) made good daily.
Captain Speke will surely remember that the official
account of this voyage was put into his hands after
his return from his first African journey, showing
from it that the Egyptian officers had advanced a
few miles beyond the north termination (3° 30' N..)
of his lake. He has now found out the truth of
this exploration, but which he and other wiseacres
at the time treated with derision. Nobody, says he,
then believed it. Since then, Dr. Peney and M.
Miani have gone up the stream about 3° N. Iat.,
and M. Vincent Angelo, a German missionary,'
ascended beyond 2° N. lat. His account has been
confirmed by Captain Speke, who tells us (p. 507),
that in passing down the river he saw, when in'
1° 40' N. lat., Mount Udongo, the Padongo of
Angelo, to the east of his course. The Church
Missionary Society's excellent missionaries had
before this time made us acquainted with the
source of a river in a lake near to, but west of
Mount Kenia, about 80 miles east of Speke's new
source, from which a river flowed N.W. to }!assr
(Egypt). The Dutch ladies confirm the accuracy

to
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of' the tnrning-point of the Egyptian expedition,
where they state they steamed beyond Gondokoro,
six or eight hours in time.

Arab traders worthy of

credit had also informed us of Spoke's Nyanza and

its position; in short, only a small spaee of country

actually remained to be explored-explored, not to
1JO

discovered-c-wheu Speke went upon his first

journey.

His boast, therefore, made at Taunton,

Dec. 24, 1863, as the real discoverer, that he

U

had

ill 1857 hit the Nile on the head, and ill l8R3
drove it down to the Mediterranean," is greatly

inaccurate.

Moreover, no mortal man should make

such a boast. Here also Spcke 1110et8 with a
previous discoverer. ,,:e quote from a volume

which we always (lelight to look into, and the authority of which cannot he impugned, There Vie find
that, 600 years before our era, a haughty Egyptian
king, for liiruself and for Egypt, told the world
thus :-" ~ly river is mine own, and I have made it
for myself t'

Of course he

111USt

have known every

part of the Xile, from its head to its mouth,

But

" I will make it
(Egypt) a base kingdom ; it shall be the basest of
tho kingdoms (slaves to slavef:l); neither .shall it

what is the reply of Omnipotence '?
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exalt itself any more above the nations." (Ezek.
c. xxix., v. 2, 3, 15.) Is it not 80? Has it not
always been 80, since that decree was pronounced?
To Speke we would say, U Be not high-minded, but
fear."

Numerous remarkable theories have been ad-

vanced regarding the sources and the course of the
Nile, both in ancient and in modem times. It was
stated to be the Gihon of Paradise, and to ron round
Arabia, and again to come from Hindostan, running
under the sea till it came to the middle of Africa,
south of the Mountains of the Moon, then supposed to be in about 10° S. lat. At that point,
according to Mela, it sprang up a river at the
edge of the land, and thence descended north 88 the
river of Egypt.
Herodotus and some Roman
authors joined to it the streams descending from
Mount Atlas, and carried it through Africa. to the
Nile, and as forming the parent stream of that river.
Such, too, was for a long time the opinion of some
more modern writers. The late Sir John Barrow
adopted this opinion, and carried the Niger and the
Nile, as one, to the White River above Khartoum.
The geographers on the other side or the Channel"
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or

THE NILE.

not many years ago, took up the stream in the Bahr
el Chazal, at Lake Tchad, and carried it over hill and
dale by the now so-called Bahr el Gliazal to the
White River. The word Bahr el Ghazal means
simply a swampy, marshy, occasionally inundated
district of country. Hence the error and confusion
that took place, and is even at this moment continued. About thirty years ago, t\VO East Indian
naval officers, Srnce and Hardy, seeing the Luffia on
the cast coast when it was in full flood, set it down
as the veritable Niger of TUllbuetoo. \Ve could
swell this list of strange opinions about the Nile, but
it would DC a waste of time to do so.
Next, we must here allude to Spekc's wonderful
Jlilldoo lllUp (p. 23) of the Nile. That IIindostan
had much conununication with Eastern Africa is
well known, Lut with Europe communication only
began by ,yay of the Red Sea shortly before the
reign of J ustiniau, l\fter the Arab conquest the
trade between Eastern . Africa and India. was greatly
iucreased ; but these people closely adopted the
geography of Ptolemy as their guide in that line of
communication. Whoever takes the trou LIe to look
at the map which Speke has produced as something
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marvellous and to us wholly new, will perceive at &
glance that it is Ptolemaic and Arabic authority
which has been followed. Thus it places the south
end or head of this river lake in 120 S. lat., the
very parallel where Ptolemy has erroneously placed
it. To this error Speke's absurdity has to be
added, which iSI that he turns the whole upside
down. He calls it Amara, or Lake of the Gods.
Amara, according to several authorities-and amongst
those is Speke himself.-is not far from the Equator,
and Uganda the place of old Jupiter's Ethiopian
winter retreat. Rapta, in this precious map, is
placed at the BOUth. head of the lake, and far inland"
whereas Rhaptum, or Rapta, as Speke has it, is a
remarkable promontory OD the sea coast in East
Africa, supposed to be near Zanzibar. It is thus
the misfortune of our author that when he gets hold
of anything new, so to misplace -it 3S to render it
useless to himself or anyone else. Besides this, we
are informed on good authority, that this map is a
fabrication by an authority whose name we have
forgotten.
Beyond Usoga, and Ukori, and Amara, Spek:e
expressly tells lay the' Galla (p. 388) country. But
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this fact has long been known, This great African
people arc spread oyer a large portion of Africa, and
arc quite distinct from the Abyssinian», The Great
Lake was situated in their country, which, they said,

was so large that a vulture took three hours to fly
over it.

In the lllaps constructed by De Lisle for

Louis X'V, of France, this lake is placed reaching
north to the Equator, and very nearly indeed where
Lake Nyanza is now placed. It was also represented to he studded with islands. The dominion of
the Galla extended to the parallel of 8° lat. on the
south, and to the meridian of 29° E. long. on the west,
or perhaps even farther, Their territories are, however, now much restricted.

Still their numbers are

at present estimated at 5,000,000, all of whom
Hanlan Catholic missionaries say they have con-

verted to their Church. ,Vhen they first attacked
Abyssinia they carne from the south, and were considered to he an African tribe. Those who inhabited
t he hilly districts in the interior were represented as
almost white, Bruce saw one from the neighbourhood of the Equator and the lake who was perfectly
white. When the po\ver of these people came to be
much restricted in Eastern . Africa, some of their
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chiefs no doubt remained in the most distant western
parts of their former possessions, and obtained power.
and authority over the rude native tribes, and it is
probable that the, progeny of those chiefs are there
still, remaining in the countries where Speke found
his superior race of men, and of whose fine daughters
he was 80 greatly enamoured, The ancient and
even the present Gallas had many cruel customs,
and which much resembled some that prevailed in
Palestine, Pheenicia, and some parts of Western
Asia. They were the Huns and Tartars of Africa.
Ruin and desolation marked their progress everywhere. They had no connection with Abyssinia.
Sir William C. Harris mentions a report that they
came from Arabia into Eastern Africa in very remote
times. Still they have been by many considered an
indigenous Afiican race.
Captain Speke informs us that he most strenuously taught his Wahuma friends in Karagwe and
Uganda that they ought to reverence deeply the
great river, the head of which was within their
dominions, because in Egypt. to which it descended,
U it had cradled (p. 467) the ~st expounder (Moses)
of our religious belief, or Christianity; which Chris-
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tianity, Europe having embraced, had in its practice

rendered its people superior to the IJcople in every
other quarter of the world."
N O\V

,YC

have ever believed, and been taught to

believe, that the origin and base of Christianity was
in that immutable judgment pronounced hy the
Judge of All in the Garden of Eden, when he told

the cnerny of mankind that U the seed of the
woman" wlioru lie had deceived should" crush his
head."
It was this doctrine and religion that Adam
taught hiH children, that Noah preached, that Abrahaul was promised and was glad to learn, that Moses
typified and taught, that strung King David's lyre,

that inspired Isaiah's tongue, and that which the

heavenly hOl'5ts assembled

011

Bcthlchern't; plains

attested, and caruc down to attest, on that hallowed
night when they proclaimed to angels and men the
advent of Him who came to carry out in his own
good time and \vay tho terrible, the immutable

decree.

Captain Spcke should really make himself

better acquainted with these sacred subjects before:

he ventures upon them"
Again, we are told by our author that J aphet was
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white.

This is not new in history, though some of

his descendants (the Mongols and Tartars) are dusky
enough. Shem was tawny, and Ham's progeny
were black, and that these' were to continue under
Noah's curse till he (Speke) came "to regenerate U
Africa.

Ham's progeny were very numerous.

One

'"

portion of them emigrated, or were driven in process

.

of time, from Shinar into Hindostan; another portion, by a similar proce~s, were driven into Africa.
But all Ham's progeny were not blacks. The
Canaanites, Hivites, &,c., were not 80; neither were
the ancient Egyptians.

The progeny of Shem were
all fair, not tawny-c-Persians, Mcdee, Babylonians,
Chaldeans, Syrians, Arabians," and Hebrews, both
male and female. Shem 0 means especially name,
.likeness, image, and is. often applied in Scripture
to designate the Second Person in the Holy Trinity.
Its meaning, therefore, in the son of Noah, iR the
image or likeness of the first, and also of the second
Adam. Japhet was no doubt white, The Hebrew
verb or name means "to persuade," and has certainly a prophetic
meaning.
Hence it is said,
,
'*

See Parkhurst on the word Shem.- t ( Name, fame, renown,
reputation, Na.me is the representative of a being or a thing," &:0.

140 DISCOVERY OF THE SOURCE OF THE NILE.

God shall persuade Japhet, and he shall dwell in
the tents of Shein." This clearly means that they
should become one family, which dwelling in the
same tents means, and which the emphatic and
figurative Eastern expression always conveys. Such
.Iaphet's progeny are daily becoming, and such they
H

will completely be when they all become Christians.

How much of Japhct's blood Dlay IJe infused into
Speke's veins

,YO

know not; he has not stated, nor

is it of any consequence to inquire into. Besides,
we cannot comprehend what object Spcke has in
view by introducing Adam and Noah into his
system relating to the manner in which change of
colour is produced by mixing the blood of mankind..
Neither of the names mentioned did, or could pos-

sibly do so.
The sexes mix and will continue to mix. Different colours will follow, Captain Speke is himself a
most competent witness as to the process.. Every
one who has been in India and in the western
tropical world knows how J aphet can be made
black, IIam white, and Shcm tawny, It may begin
by a kind of douce violence, or beguiling by the soft
arts of love, as it were, and proceed onward as
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follows. The reader will remember the royal pombe
banquet at which Speke was the favoured guest.
When the uproarious party broke up, he told the
Queen Dowager that" he admired her wisdom;"
that" though his feet might drag his body away
from her; his heart would still remain here, for he
loved her much." Our author must have been
more than half seas over when he spoke thus; in
short,
" In the trough, uproarious,
O'er all the ills of life victorious."

When the great prince returns to Uganda, he will
be able to tell if there are more people there than
formerly that are " half black and half white;" and
if on one head there is seen hair like Speke's and
any of Nyanamore's family. But why the sacred
names of Adam, Noah, and Moses should be dragged
into such a mass of rubbish, we cannot understand.
Even as a "succour dodge," it will not avail the
arguments and theories of our author."
... Here we may point out the difference in
different travellers. When the African chiefs sent
Iinest young women they could select "to carry
always returned thew indignantly, and chose as

taste between
Du Chaillu the
his water," he
his "maid~of-
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Our author is again very greatly at fault in what
he states regarding Dr. Krapf.

This gentleman

never said that a salt lake existed near or at Mount

"That Dr. Krapf stated was, that near, and
west of Mount Kenia, there was a lake from which
issued a river that ran to Massr or Egypt. It was
1\11'. Erhardt who subsequently stated that, according
to report, a large salt-water lake, called Baharingo,
Kenia.

was found a little to the north of the Equator.

He

did not say that the lake in question had any outlet; and still less that a fresh-water river came from

it.

This point of belief he left to theorists and

credulous people like Captain Speke to propagate
and to credit.

But in this portion of Africa we now

know that there is no lake, salt or fresh, but an
undulating country, with natron wells from which
salt is obtained.

In reference also to what is taken

as salt-water lakes in this and other parts of Africa,

it is well known that on the marshy banks of lakes
all-work " the ugliest old negro fem.'\le he could find.

But our

author, whenever an aged or indifferent lass was sent him H to
carry his water," invariably sent her back, and inaisted that tlley
should send him the youngest and the most handsome they had.
Hu always gained his point, although he was sometimes obliged to
" wait n. bit" before tho better WM forthcoming.
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and rivers salt is produced from a plant resembling
parsley.

It is first steeped in water, then the juice

expressed and boiled down, when a small quantity
of very fine white salt is obtained, but not of great
strength.

It' is sold into adjoining districts, and

hence the origin of the stories about salt lakes iIi

SODle parts of .Africa,
In descending the river from Madi by Gondokoro,
Speke gives nothing that is new; or, indeed, anything of the slightest consequence.

He simply states

regarding the important river Sobat, that its middle
mouth lies in 90 20' 48" N. lat., and in 31 24' 9" E.
long. D'Arnaud places it in 9° 11' N. lat., and 28°
0

13' E. long. from Paris, or in

3oo 34'

E. long. from

Greenwich, This shows a difference of 11' lat. and
50' long. Which is right, or which is wrong, we do
not here take upon ourselves to decide.

About the wretched kingdoms in that portion of
Africa regarding which such bombastic stories have
been given, we may observe that none of them cover

a space of 70 square miles, and in each of them
rebellions occur probably monthly. Of Mtesa's
tyranny we have elsewhere given striking instances.
One more, and we have done :-Bombay, Speke's
L
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considerate messenger, found that savage king just
going to hack four women to death with his own
hand. He gave Bombay one of the number, and
then urged Hornhay to stop and witness U some
good sport," while he hacked to pieces the rest.
This, Bombay properly decliued to do. Yet this
is the 111 an, and these are the people, whom Speke
taught Sir Roderick 1\1urehison to believe were
"the French of these parts, froIII their sprightliness, and good taste, and behaviour. "-(Address,
l{oyal Gpographical Society, ~lay 25th, 1863).
"That shall we hear next? \Ve prcsunle that this
state of things is what Spoke calls U the germ of
Christianity" that remains among those tribes.
Our French friends will scarcely thank Speke for
this comparison and intended compliment, Let us
now' shortly give the account of a Royal marriage,

III this instance there were only three brides, but
sometimes there arc thirty or more so married,
The naked damsels 'were ordered hy a female
attendant to J110VC on (p. 434); the king commenced
a series of huggings, first sitting- on the lap of one,
whom he clasped to his b080111, crossing his neck
with hers, now to the right and then to the left;
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aad having finished with her, took post on the

second one's lap, and then on that of the third,
performing on each of them the same evolutions.
He then returned to his original position, and the

marriage ceremony was supposed to be concluded.
This is getting into the palace. Next comes the
The same
day four women were dragged from the palace for
execution, each led by a rope fastened to them and
the hands of the executioners. Dragged to .. artain
spot, the neck of each is dislocated by a blow from
a heavy club from behind, the head se:vered of by
a sharp-edged grass, a slow and cruel 'precees ; and
after other unfeeling barbarities, the corpse left to
the vultures or thrown into the lake. Every
. day
one, two, three, and four victims are thus disposed
of, being a.t the rate of at least 1,000 per annum,
besides those that are slaughtered in the palace by
the king, when he mixes a little business with
way that women (wives) get out of it.

pleasure, himself or his pages. What would our .
Parisian friends Bay if they saw such numbers of
young females dragged from the Tuileries, executed,
and then their remains thrown into the Seine? Yet

the perpetrators of similar atrocities in Uganda are
Itt
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held up to us by Speke as worthy of admiration and
respect (p. 389) ! !
In reference to the head of the Nile, or of any
other river, 'YC must observe that it is not always
the largest branch that gives the name, The Blue
River, clearly the smaller stream, has, in this instance, given the name, So also the ltlississippi,
although its western tributary, the ).tJissouri, is
double its length, before their junction takes place,
retains the name. So also in our country, on a
small scale. In the Clyde, the mountain stream
that gives the name is not half the length or the
magnitude of the Daca, at their junction in the head
of Lanarkshire.
Nei~her can any lake be taken as the head of
a river, though the river rnay issue Irom it. Lake
Baikal is not the head of the Yenessie River.
Lake Tzana is Hot the head of tho Blue River,
I-iuke f)ibLic is not the head of the Niger, Lake
Geneva not the head of the Rhone, Lake Lausanne
not the head of the Rhine, Lake Superior not the
head of the St. Lawrence, 1101' Lake \Vinnipcg tho
head of the Sasketcliawan, and so of other rivers
OIl

this globe;

1101'

is allY great lake the sure sign,
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~s Speke says of the Nyanza, of its being the head

of a .great river; but frequently the reverse. Take
for instance, Lake 'I'ehad, Lake Koki Nor, Lake
Durah, Lake Van, Lake Nicaragua, Lake Titicaca,
&c. Here Captain Speke is again at fault, both in
his theory and opinion.
In reference to the true source of what is now
,
considered as the River Nile, where is that, and has
Captain Speke discovered it? The answer must
decidedly be, CERTAINLY NOT, nor is it nor can it be
where he has on second thoughts placed it, the
miserable gully the J ordans, in which there is not
one drop of fresh water except 'what comes from the
clouds during the rains and from the overflowing of
the lake adjoining. On the part of old Nilus we
enter the most solemn and determined protest
against such an absurd and thoughtless decision.
Is it possible, we say, that after the venerable old
gentleman has buried his head for 3,500 years from
the general knowledge of the world, that it should
be suffered to be dug up in a place where there is
not a drop of spring water to wet and cool his aged
and parched lips? Such degradation cannot be
allowed in a river god so famous. We are, there..
\

"
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fore, grateful to our facetious conternporary Punch,
for having given us something more rational, by
exhibiting to our eyes, in his own droll way, the
source of _the Nile in a large body of water, flowing
in a copious stream through two large drainingtiles, pushed under the adjoining rocks, with Speke,

we take it to be, as the deity of the place,
sitting calmly smoking his Turkish pipe, a present
for

80

no doubt (rom the Dowager Queen of Uganda!

'This is surely.a better and more appropriate source

than Speke's j the Old Man will at least get a draught
of pure water.
But let us examine this most important point
seriously and more fully. In Africa, and also since
his return to England, Captain Speke has stated his
tlecided conviction and belief to be, that this Nyanza
receives its chief supply of water from the westward
by the river Kitangule, and some other rivers. This
river he gives 'near the lake to be 80 yards broad,
14 feet or more deep, with a current at the rate of
four miles per hour (p. 261); and this, too, in the
dry season. Now, this is a large river. The volume
of water passing through any given channel is as the
square of the velocity, so that such stream, flowing
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·at the rate of one mile per hour, would, with the
depth and current stated, spread to a breadth of 1300
feet. Its chief supplies, doubtless, come from the
. New Mountains of the Moon, amongst which is
Mount Mfumbiro, 10,000 feet high. How this was
ascertained is not stated; but if snow and hail were,
as he was told, constantly falling upon it, then it
must be much higher, rising even above 17,000
feet, and also at a much greater distance to the
westward than where he has placed it.
Again, we are told emphatically that the lake first
seen inundates during the rams the districts in the
south very extensively. Is it possible that the lake
at the north side, which has, in the short space of
30 geographical miles, no fewer than six large outlets running north, can be the same lake, or connected
with that sheetof water seen 160 miles to the south;
or from whence can that water come that feeds that
which supplies 80 many streams running northward?
Not, certainly, from the Jordans gully; but should
it be so, then it is the only phenomenon of the kind
to be seen in any quarter of the globe. The Kitangule river alone cannot possibly give the requisite
supply..
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The south portion of the lake, Captain Speke te~ls
'Us, appears to be of little .depth, more resembling
flooded land than a deep, silent lake. Next, as regards the sources, North of the parallel of Tanganyika, the rainy season commences in N ovember and
terminates in the middle of May. Whence could the
water come that swelled the Malagarazi river and

inundated its banks on the 9th of' June, as the
travellers found on their return from the lake to
Kazeh? It must have come from the north-east, if
not from the Muanza Lake, . Again, we are told
that on the northern shore of the lake the dry season
commences in December and terminates in March.
This, also, is the case in all the interior districts
northwards to Gondokoro, Next, at Ripon Falls,
July 23rd, and thence along the river to Kidi, but
especially about Kamrasi's palace (Sept. Sth), t~nce
downwards to the Karuma Falls, on Sept. 8ih, the

Kafu was bringing down numerous floating islands;
and from Sept. 8th to the end of October (p. 557571), both the Kafu and the Nile were constantly
rising, bringing down. in the stream floating islands,

composed of rush. grass. ferns, &c.

The rivera

they considered to be in full flood, and which flood
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they also considered they had carried wi th them,
going northwards, since ,J uly 23rd to November 9th.
When at Karuma Falls they fouud,as they con-

sidered, "the Nile to be in full flood." All this
flood is clearly within lhc time of the regular rains
of the northern torrid zone, and' has nothing con-

nected with the southern zone, Such islands could
scarcely exist and be detached from the shores of a
wide lake, unless that lake bad been much swollen
by the same sphere of rain that had' tended to swell
the rivers, but which we find fall very 'lightly in
Uganda during December, January, and February
(Introduction, p. xvi.).

The plicnotncna here alluded

to appear in all tropical rivers.
These points considered, brings us to believe that
.in the large space (160 miles) between Muanza in
the south and Kira in the north, there may really be
two distinct lakes; the northern, fed by rivers from
the distant west, and the southern by smaller streams
from the southward.

All Captain Speke's descriptious "of the north coast of the lake apply more to
the channel and course of a river than to the bed of
a lake, This river, suppose it to be 80, will resemble greatly some of the rivers in the table-land
r
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of British North America, alternately widening and
contracting, communicating and interlocking with
each other in the secondary lakes, so that they form
a network, ill short, of rivers, or branches of rivers
and smaller lakes, with

SIUa.l1

this is quite different from

it

rapids between.

But

river, large or small.

entering and forming a lake, and then issuing from

it again in one or UlOIe streams ; and it is, moreover,
totally different in its nature from the lake situated
ill the watershed of a country sending off a stream
on each side to flow in opposite directions, Besides,
the table-lands in British North America, where
suclr inland communications exist, are seldom more

than 1,GOO to 1,800 feet above the level of the sea,
and not vcry Iar fi'CHU it, while this portion of African
table-land is nearly.. 4 ,000 fect above the level of the
sea, and at a great distance from it. But \\'C cannot
at this moment go intu this subject fully.
Further, Captain Speke pointedly tells us he was
satisfied that in Uganda the whole lake, at no VCl'.Y
distant period of time, had been upwards of 300 teet
higher than it is at present-then extending over
the districts of I}nyoro, U' ganda, and part of

Karagwo,

What, then, Lecomcs of the districts on
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the south side, which are not stated to have been
disturbed? These must have been 600 or 800 feet
below the lake,
Had Captain Speke been acquainted with, or
allowed himself to have been fully acquainted with
the researches of others that had preceded him in
Eastern Africa, he might, even with the rambling
data which he has gleaned, have made out a more
rational delineation of this portion of Africa than he
has done. On the contrary, he has left everything
indefinite, confused, and unsatisfactory. Take, for
instance, the important position of Kira. At page
449 he informs us that it was a Royal boat station
on the Nyanza, on the road to Urondogani by the
Nyanza. At page 472 he tells us that he was at
Kira, from which place he despatched a messenger
to King Mtesa; yet not a word he tells us of what
he saw at Kira, or about either lake or river. No
correct or thinking geographer can find his way in
such pages. It would puzzle the most acute Philadelphia lawyer to unravel the maze, or to derange
the narrative more than Captain Speke himself
has done.
In reference to the climate of this portion of
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.Africa, and that its great salubrity is well adapted
to European constitutions, we totally, and from some
knowledge of tropical climates, dissent

£1'0111

it. The

hills of Karagwe Ula} be comparatively healthy,
but the valleys Blust be hot and moist, both of which
are inimical

to health, especially to Europeans.

Along the whole northern shore of the lake to N' apolcon Inlet the country is comparatively Hat, intersected with deep gullies and drains, stagnant pools,

or nearly stagnant

waters,

numerous marshes,

streams covered thickly 'with water plants and long
grass, perhaps six feet in height. 'I'owards Kidi,
northwards, anrl in the surrounding country, SWaIll})
and jungle are the masters of the situation, and
almost banish human beings from the countries
around.

In Kidi thc jungle is extensive and terrific ;

and between Karagwe and 1~ganda a large space of
countrv is totall v uninhabited.
~

~

With the whole

country undrained, the thermometer ranging from

GO° to noo, according to thc season or the time of
the day, it is impossible that such districts can be
suitable for or suited to European constitutions.

"lith regard to the hrreat question of commerce,
we remark, did it never strike Captain Speke in his
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advance,--declaring, as he frequently and emphatically did, that he went to open up an entirely new
channel,-that the jealous tribes to the south of the
lake would' see in that the ruin of their present trade,
and thus render them unfriendly to his object? As
regards the chiefs to' the northward, could he not
perceive that the chiefs of Karagwe would in his
Nile project see the priority preference as to profit
and revenue given to Mtesa by placing him before
them, and Kamrasi of Unyoro before both? They
dreaded this, and accordingly he is obliged to tell us
that his kind friend Rumanika had sent secret instructions to ]rItesa to show him little or nothing in
Uganda, and when he had finished with him, to send
him (Speke) back to Uganda, to perfect, perhaps,
his engineering skill upon his fatted Queens. But
truly, the idea of any settled or profitable commerce
between these parts of Africa and Europe is a complete delusion. In remote regions such as these,
I

where there is no stable government, whether legitimate 01" usurped, and no recognised and just laws,
and where 'there is and can be no security for life,
liberty) and property,-because, as Kamrasi told
Speke, on the death of a ruler, by natural death or
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violence, the legitimate successor or daring rebel
and usurper fought for the regal dignity, the
strongest, of course, being the successful ruler,-in
such countries no security can be found. Besides,
where are the roads or easy means of communication,
either by land or by water? There are none whatever. The population everywhere are poor, miser.able, plundered, enslaved, and engaged in perpetual
wars. In every tribe and state also the population
are all either averse to continuous labour, or to any
'labom" at all calculated to produce or collect any
quantity of tropical produce for exchange,' either for
internal or external trade. The uncertainty, length,
and danger of internal conveyance are everywhere so
great, that even if such articles as sugarf coffee, or
cotton could be obtained for nothing, none of these
articles would defray the cost of bringing them from
distant interior parts to the sea-coast for any European or Asiatic market. Can industry and commerce, which must always go hand in hand, exist in
such countries ? No.
Captain Speke informs us, that when in Karagwe
he dreamed that he was actively engaged with Sir
Roderick Murchison in devising a plan for an expe-

.
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dition

to cross Africa from sea to sea, and, of course,

to regenerate Africa.. It appears, from what has
since occurred, that he intends to do so. At Taunton
he dwelt upon his gigantic project, but whether Sir
Roderick will join in the scheme or not time will
show. U My object is," says he, U nothing less than
to regenerate Africa." For this purpose he selects

districts near the Equator, U where only three inches
of rain fall each day. n In addition to the. negro
clergy there ought to be Ambassadors to Africa,
men with authority from our Government, and who,
trading with the kings (British Ambassadors trading
with kings f), would be also a first step to put an end
to the diabolical slave trade.
The direct plan of doing this would be by organising an expedition in the following way:-In
the first place let there be negro dep6ts along the
east and the west coasts of Africa, assisting emancipated slaves. Let these be trained &8 sailors and
taught .the English language, so that they may
assist our own navigators. Let these natives be
taken across the continent of Africa and shown the
positions in which the trade chiefly exists, and then
prevent the merch&JJ.ts conveying slaves. After the

,
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depats had been formed I would take in the: aggregate' five hundred men, a few from each station; and
would 'then commence from the east coast of Africa
and march across along the Equator to the west
coast.
~wn

"The negroes, or blacks, cannot rule their
land, therefore to rule it well there must

be a government therein like the British Government in India."

U

I will engage in it myself if the

Government feel inclined to support me in it."
To this Wild project even the Prime Minister of
the King of Uganda would properly exclaim (see
page 279) "Woh, woh, woh, what will happen
next?" If our Prime Minister whenever .such a
scheme is laid before him does not meet it with

&.

similar shout, we are greatly mistaken, and will
then, and then only, if he does not so consider it,
believe that he has lost all knowledge of geographyt
which we know he formerly possessed, and all knowledge of mankind, their affairs and objects, which
he is known to possess in such an eminent degree.
However, in the present state of wild feeling
which predominates in this country, there is no
saying what may take place.

The very magnitude

of. the expenditure such an impracticable scheme
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would require to carry out, will probably secure the
trial of it. The idea, however, of carrying -negroes
trained as navigators on the East Coast of Africa to
the West Coast of that continent, through the
whole interior of the continent, instead of conveying
them by sea by the way of the Cape of Good Hope,
is so novel and would be so expensive that it is sure
to find supporters in this wealthy and easily-deluded
country. Judging from the expenditure incurred in
Captain Speke's late expedition (probably 7,OOOl.,
including his expenses in Egypt and passage thence
to this country, and all Baker's), a few hundreds of
thousands of pounds would go but a little way to
defray the to, preliminary expenses" in the pursuit ot
this gigantic 'tgnis fatuus, while the future expenditure of many many millions would certainly give full
scope to numerous gigantic jobs, yielding a profitable return to the projectors and the supporters of
the scheme.
If Bir Roderick Murchison takes our sincere and
humble advice he will have nothing to do with this
new African U dream.. " But as some one may probably be sent back, we would earnestly implore
both the Royal Geographical Society and the

•
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Government to take especial care regarding those
who are to be sent on the important work. They
must not patronise ()r send~ .
First. Such. men as seek to make capital for
themselves, not wealth for Africa, by tales about
the slave trade and cotton.
Secondly. They must not send such men as make,
and have made it their sport, to murder elephants.
Those creatures may be rendered serviceable to
man, and, moreover, appear to have more judgment
than a large majority of the people of Africa and
other bipeds who visit her unhappy shores: and
Thirdly. They must not send men, if such men
there be, who" kiss and tell," and then boast that
they do so.
No such men will ever regenerate Africa. There
is, however, one man who has been strangely kept
in the background in the late journeys-Captain
Graat->-" throughout the gentleman." He would
suit, providing he accepts the task; to be accompanied by associates, but, with the above exceptions,
of his own choosing. We never find him engaged
in drinking pombe, flirting or coquetting, and collecting harems. Even when dancing with Ukulima
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(p. 18S) he is the gentleman, and with that charac-

ter, bows kindly towards the drooping and delighted
creature, He is the man; he will not, we think,
waste his time in anything nonsensical.
We have said that the true Nile source has not
yet been found out..

Well, there are others who

also think as we do, for just as we were finishing
I

our wearisome and painful task, a letter from Baker

to Consul Petherick, dated March 9th, 1868, came
into our hands, in which he says he bad determined
U to devote twelve months to the discovery of the
Nile sources.. " So these remain still to be discovered! Wonders succeed wonders, for he goes
on to say, "there should be a public-house built on
the equator, where the traveller could obtain a glass

of beer.. It will become a great highway-a fashionable tour.. n Well, by all means let us have the
hotel, say thus :THE RIPON FALLS HOTEL.
BPEKE AND llrfTfISA..

Pombt Gnrd .M'bupI ,AZIDCI!I' B6a.tly.

If such an establishment is proposed under a
Royal charter, which the Government could not
»:2
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refuse,' we will, bet a new English penny coin',
against a royal Mbugu that the requisite capital
would be obtained amongst the multitudes in this
country whose heads are softer than their hearts.
A hotel, a splendid Court, where flirting, intriguing,
and drinking pombe are the order of the day, would
be sure to draw a fashionable array of visitors, as. a.
railway will follow,
There are always two sides to a story, whatever
that story may be. We can, however,' give at"
once both sides of the tale we are about to notice;'
differing as they very widely do. At page 607
Captain .Speke tells us that "though I was much
annoyed at Petherick, yet I did not wish to break
friendship, but dined and conversed with him." Of,
this, the only dinner, an eye-witness (Mrs. Petheriek),
in a letter dated Khartoum, December 21st, 1863,
most pointedly tells us that Petherick's boats With
ample supplies had reached Gondokoro before
Baker's, and also before Speke came up; with
Baker's assent she made out a list of proper necessaries for them (we have already seen w hat those
were), They were all packed up, sent, and returned,
with Speke's thanks for the attention paid; but
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adding that Baker had already packed" and furnished
supplies. Our space prevents us from noticing at
length those strange occurrences :'But they (Speke and Baker) dined with us, and
we had a tremendously large ham, which we had
brought from England, cooked. This we always
said should be done when we met Spake. During
dinner I endeavoured to prevail on Speke to accept
our aid, but he drawlingly replied, U I do not Wish
to recognise the succour dodge. U The rest of the
conversation I am not well enough to repeat. I
.grow heart-sick now as I did then. .After all our
toil , Never mind, it will recoil upon him yet, his
heartless conduct. I Boon left the table, and never
dined with them again.. '
But this is but a trifling portion of the narrative..
It is surpassed by the effrontery of what follows..
In a letter from Speke, dated April 19th, 1863,
written in the British Consulate (Petheriek was then
British Consul) at Khartoum, on his way down the
river to It my dear Petherick," he proceeds thus :, We came down the Nile all right, the last
Nigger arriving on the fortieth day, and have lived
ever since very comfortably under the tender care of
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'your fair Fatima," To-morrow we hope to be well
away in the early morning, consigning your small
packages to their destination in as good order as
you gave them to us. The spades you gave us I
have made over to Fatty, as our Reis bought sheep
on the way with dollars. I was sorry to find, on
arrival here, that the townspeople had reported you
dead, and in consequence of -it the Royal Geographical Society had determined on sending the second
thousand pounds to Baker, with a view to assist in
looking after us. This now is too bad; for Habil
never gave ,the slightest credence to the report
brought down by the merchants, and stated so in
his answers to his brother's inquiries at Cairo. To
make the best of the matter, and to do justice to all,
I wrote home a full explanation of our conversations
at home before we left England, and the position we
were in at Gondokoro. Should you feel inclined to
write a full statement of the difficulties you had to
contend with in going up the White Nile, it would
... This fair Fatima was Petherick's cook. Speke has sent her
his photograph: but what else the cc great prince" gave her from
his royal bounty, for all her tender care, he laith Dot j which ill
somewhat surprising.
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be a great relief to the mind of every person
connected with the succonring fund, and also to
myself; as people's tongues are always ready in this
meddling world, With Grant's best wishes conjointly with my own to Mrs. Petherick and yourself
for your health and safety in the far interior, believe
me, yours truly.'
Well, Speke's mind will be speedily relieved.
Petherick's full report was to leave Khartoum about
the close of December. Scarcely any human being,
but especially female, could have survived the
miseries that Mrs. Petherick has endured. Yet
this heroic lady concludes thus :_u With nothing
to conceal and no action to blush for, no wrong
done to anyone, we patiently wait the result."
Justice will at last arrive. Then the great Indian
Prince must descend from his Musned and become
like other mortals. H Magna est ven:tas et preva leO?:t.',
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.No. V.-CONCLUSION.
length to which our observations on this
.subject extended in our previous numbers induced
us to stop where we did. But on recurring to the
question, and in reviewing what we had done, we
found that several important points and facts requisite to elucidate more fully and clearly the whole
subject had been omitted. We proceed, and as .
concisely as possible, to revert to these-to authorities both ancient and modern.
In reference to the important river, Sobat or Red
River (which is the meaning of the word), we simply
gave Speke's longitude and latitude of it, according
to his middle mouth, to contrast with those given by
M. Arnaud, and without any further remark. There
is no such a thing as three mouths for this river; it
has only one, by which Mahomed Ali's expedition
entered, and went up it about 150 miles. At the
point where they turned back the officers found the
stream 1100 feet broad and 12 feet deep, with a
current at the rate of one half-mile per hour, and
this in the height of the dry season. They conTHE
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sidered the river to bring down a moiety of the
water of the Nile. Captain Speke, in his celebrated
oration on his first appearance in the Geographical
Society after his return, and also in his statement
inserted in the Proceedings of the R()}Jal GeograpAtrol Socz·ety, voL vii., p. 223, states that the
River Sobat, and one that he calls Giraffe, run into
the Blue River after a U graceful sweep," and not
. into the White River.. His words are, U The Blue
River combining with the Giraffe and Sobat describes
a graceful sweep. In the height of the dry season
on the White River, the Blue River is found navigable owing to the great accessions of the Giraffe
and Sobat rivers. n It is not worth our while to
point out the quarter from whence Spake borrowed
this and three mouths to the Sobat. But as Petherick's journals and observations are now in the
hands of the Royal Geographical Society, we feel
confident that these, as regards the Sabat, will confirm the accuracy of the Egyptian expedition account
thereof as seen in 1840.0 The river., we may fur-

*

A letter from Peiherick, dated. January 12, 1864, juai; come
into our hand., tells what . . anticipated. He -'18, U I wu IOrrt
I oould not &eIld the meaaurem.ent of the eecoud Sobat, all I 01111
knew of ita aistenoe in. the i:maginatlon of Captain Spake.
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ther observe, instead of no one knowing, as Speke
says, where it comes from, is, according to Dr. Peney,
found to be a considerable stream about 60 miles

cast of the Nile, in about 4° N. lat., ncar the mountains of Leria, not "Tllyria," as Spoke has itt and
there descending from the southward.
Captain Speke gives us no information whatever
regarding the Nile, from Gondokoro to Khartoum,
either as regards its magnitude, breadth, depth, or
current, or the longitudes and latitudes of its more
important parts.

This is a great want and a grave

neglect; nor does he give us any correct idea in all
these essential points regarding the river, we may
say from the Karuma Falls downwards to Gondo-

koro, except just to state shortly that ncar Paira,
where they fell in with it north of Faloro, it had
there the appearance of "a fine Highland stream,"
none of which that we know of are in their early
sources of any great magnitude. Here, in beholding
it as such, they felt surprised at its reduced magnitude when compared to tho size they deemed it to
be when first seen at Urondogani, namely, 600 to
700 yards in breadth, and very deep, but with a
slow current. "Vith regard to the diminished mag-
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nitude of the stream at Paira, as compared with that
at Urondogani, the solution is easy, because when
they saw it at the latter place it was in the rising
flood, and at the former, in the height, it may be said,
of the dry season. Turning to Dr. Peney, he tells
us (Bullet:t"n, Paris, 1863) that at the village of
Tambour, just in the rapid of Makedo, he found the
Nile 45 metres (190 feet) broad and 19 feet deep,
and with a current of nearly eight miles per hour in
the centre of the stream, This was at the close of
February, in the height of the dry season. The
same authority tells us that the Nile rises above six
metres (23 feet) at Gondokoro, and that at this place
it is 400 metres (1594 feet) broad.
It may fairly be presumed that it was on this
portion of the Nile that the Centurions of Nera
were compelled to turn back. At 600 Roman miles
above Meroe they came to the dreadful marshes;
but they penetrated to 800 miles (one account says
890 miles), at which distance they must have
reached the cataracts and rapids (about 4° N. lat.)
on the river, which are found in the quarter which
we have just examined, It is, indeed, most remarkable how the discoveries 9£ to-day bear ont the
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accuracy of the descriptions of this .quarter of
Africa, made, we may say, 8,000 years ago, and
showing most clearly that the features and elevation
of the country are in every respect the same, thus
proving that the great laws of nature which regulate
the floods of the Nile remain unaltered. The Nile
now begins to rise at Cairo, in Egypt, on the 18th
of June, exactly to a day as it did since the oldest
period of history, whether sacred or profane, states
it to have 'done.
, Here let us correct an error that we had fallen
into in the early portion of our review. It was
not Debono, reported to be a Maltese, and consequently a British subject, 'but a nephew of his,
that Consul Petherick detected carrying on the
slave trade on the White Nile, and sent to Cairo
to the British Consul-General to answer for his misdeeds; but perhaps his being a Turkish subject, and
one of this privileged class, set him free. from any
punishment.
"Our author, with a dictatorial authority worthy of
Mtesa himself asserts that all the knowledge which
the whole progeny of his ancestor J aphet possessed,
Greek, Roman, Macedonian, &c., was first taught
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by and derived from Hindostan. That the whole
of these geographers first alluded to, Ptolemy
especially, were. a set of U humbugs." Now, this
is rather hard upon old Ptolemy, after he has placed
a lake as the source of the chief branch of the
Nile almost upon the exact spot. where a lake and
the source are placed by Captain Speke. We have
already noticed the error which Ptolemy was led
into by placing his chief Nile lake due west from
a given point on the east coast, while that point
was in reality 6° more to the north than he was
taught to believe it really was. Again, he places
Alexandria in 600 30' E. long. from his first
meridian, always taken in the westernmost of the
Canary Islands - Ferro, in longitude (by our
reckoning) 17° 54' west. This shows an error of
12° 41' too much. But this error is at once
rectified by correcting the error into which Ptolemy
and others were led by taking the length of the
stades a great deal more than it should have been,
namely, 600 stadea to a degree of the Equator,
instead of 500 stades, as has been done. Taking it
at 500 stades (Bee Vivien St.. Martin's A.friCa: Paris,
1843), and next the proportion to fix the breadth
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M the degree in the parallel of Alexandria (31 12'),
and we shall have the diStance in longitude very
nearly, indeed" correct, according .. our mode of
reckoning, that 'is, Alexandria 29° 53';
the
eastern source of the White Nile, according to
Ptolemy, 4° 30' more east, will be in 34 23', within
a few miles of where Speke seeks to place it"
Why, then, his coarse and unnecessary abuse of
Ptolemy?
We return for a moment to Speke's Wahuma.
That Adam was the head of the tribe no one will
dispute. That they are descended from Europeans
we leave our author to prove, and not to assert,
reminding him that J aphet, the great progenitor of
Europeans, was white, and that his Wahuma are
black. He asserts that they are all descended from
the great Jewish king David, while Zerah, the
Ethiopian, was the next head of their tribe or race.
Now, David's connection with them, if it existed, or .
ever could exist, could only be through Solomon
and the Queen of Sheba, who came from African
Ethiopia. From the death of David, 1014 A.C.,
to the accession of Solomon to the throne, in the
same year, to the attack on Judah, by Zerah, in the

and'

0
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reign of King Asa, 941 A.C., was a period of
seventy-four years. The Queen of Sheba visited
Solomon in the twenty-third year of his reign, consequently there remained only fifty-one years to
produce from this connection a race, or in gaining
the command of a people, mustering for a very
distant war-field 1)000,000 fighting men. That
Solomon's It Royal Bounty" to this celebrated
Queen produced an heir to her throne is stated,
and generally believed, in Eastern Tropical Africa,
and may be readily admitted. But if this splendid,
intelligent, and majestic Queen, Moqueda by name,
had started up with Solomon in 1862, and seen the
sable Queen Dowager Nyanamore U showing her
broad stern" to the company while drinking pombe
in company with her ministers and Captain Speke,
pig fashion, both would, we are convinced, have
indignantly disavowed the relationship, scattered
the blockheads, and promptly dispelled the delu•

SIOn.

Before quitting these pages, 80 filled with inde..
cency, we may make one more quotation. The
Queen Dowager had informed him U that she loved
him much -loved him exceedingly! U Subse-

rso
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quently, at a meeting with her private Court Circle
(p. 361), the conversation turned upon the capabilities of the women. in the Royal Harem, when
the attendants, laughing, asked Speke if he got a
black wife, what the" colour of the progeny by her
would be. " The company became jovial, when the
Queen improved it by making a significant gesture, with roars of laughter asking me (Speke)
if I would like to be her son-in-law, for she had
some beautiful daughters, either of the Wahuma
or the Waganda breed!" Speke never should
have allowed such narratives to have issued from
his mouth, or stained his pages with such rubbish
as this.
Further, a few words are necessary connected
with the geography of Uganda. Speke does not
give us the height of the hill on. which the capital
stood, but it is clear that the height is not great.
We may, however, approximate it. It is 3,400 feet
above the level of the sea; Namaouji, distant about
15 miles N.E. by E., is 3,103 feet. Murchison
Creek, three or four miles west of the capital, is
on a level with the lake, or nearly 80, or say 290
feet below the summit of the hill. This will give
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the level of the creek at its junction with the lake
to be 3,100 feet above the level of the sea, or 640
feet below the level of the lake at the Napoleon
Inlet on the lake, and the same number of feet
below the height of its southern shore r Between
Murchison Creek and Napoleon Inlet, Speke was
told that there were several great cataracts. How
can there be any cataracts in the same lake, and
how can the opposite shores of a lake be lower
than the other shore of it, and how was one portion of the shore of the same lake higher than
another portion of the same coast thereof? Can
Captain Speke explain and clear up this confusion ?O
Again, 88 regards the Mountains of the Moon,
we have never met with any account, ancient or
*

Captain Speke baa ais or I8ven outlets to hillAke Nyanza, all
iaeuing from the north lido and aU rouuing north, t.hus : 1. The Jrlwenngo River.
2. The River )lyo :Myauzajoins the lIwerau,go.
S. Murchison Creek, which must be either the Kyo Myana or the Kitawana Ri't'8r, beaide and near it 1eV81'a1 other

Itream&
,. Tho Luajeni Ri'l'8r lUDII to the Nile.
6. The :NUe from. the Napoleon Channel
6. Asua River, a river running from. the north...t
Lake Nyanz&, flowWg N.W. to the Nile-

00I'Ilm:'

of
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modem, pointing out in any manner why mountains in the quarter mentioned were or should be
so designated. We believe the name proceeds from
the following reason .:-The moon is held in great
reverence all over Tropical Africa. At the full
moon it may truly be said that the whole population of Africa, old and young, are every night, for
successive nights, engaged throughout it, singing,
dancing, and feasting. Also everywhere when
they speak of or point to a high> mountain, they
say It 1vIoon Mountain j" and when speaking of
an exceeedingly high mountain they say" Moon,
Moon Mountain." Hence, probably, the name or
Mountain Range of the Moon for any very high hills
or mountains throughout Tropical Africa.
Further about the moon. At page 243, andunder dates January 5th and 6th, 1862, Speke
informs us that :_u At night there was a partial
eclipse of the moon. All the Wanguana marched
up and down from Rumanika's to Nanaji's huts,
singing and beating our tin cooking pots to frighten
away the Spirit of the Sun from consuming entirely
the chief object of their reverence, the moon:" On
>consulting our astronomical authorities, .we find
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that on the 17th December, 1861, there was &
partial eclipse of the moon, and on the 31st
December, 1861 (the same year), there was a
total eclipse of the SUD. Consequently there was
not, and could not be, any eclipse of the mOOD,
partial or otherwise, at the time stated by Captain
Speke, The people of the real moon had a very
hearty laugh at the story told, when the account
reached them in due course. They were completely
puzzled to account for the want of judgment shown
by the author of the tale, trying, however, to
account for it on the supposition that Captain
Speke had a moon of his own, which he moved
about like his U Mountains of the Moon," or else
that he had abstracted and earned off Rumanika'e
moon in his pocket.
We may also here observe, in reference to the
stated extent of the surface of Lake Nyama, that
the extent is given according to the reduced scale,
taking it according to what Speke says he saw
and 'heard in his first journey, and what he saw
and heard in his second journey, .As he has given
it in his new work it is three times the extent that
we have stated; this, consequently, if correct, makes
x2
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his inconsistencies and errors more serious and
reprehensible.
Before corning to a conclusion, we must notice a
work, published at Edinburgh in 1810, by De Foe.
Extracts from it have been sent to us by the Secretary of the Asiatic Society of Bombay. These give
a concise account, so far, of a journey undertaken in
1720 from the East Coast of Africa, commencing
in about 120 S. lat., with the intention of proceeding across the continent to the Congo in Angola.
The journey is attributed to Captain Singleton and
his ship's crew, They passed to the northward of
Lake Nyassa, and thence proceeding they came to
" a goodly river" running north, and from thence
northwards and westwards till they came upon
what must have been Lake Tauganyika, near its
south end, as they struck it in 6·22° S. lat. After
23 days alongside of it northwards they rounded
it, and then were told that they could not proceed
westward to gain the Congo because another great
lake lay in their ,vay. They marched north along
its western shore till they came to its end a little
beyond the Equator, where they found a eonsiderabl
river running north, which they set down as th~
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Nile, but not wishing to go by that route they
turned to the westward, and finally, after many
delays, taking from necessity different routes, they
reached the Gold Coast. In the country to the
north of the lake last mentioned they came upon a
nation of negroes, who went, old and young, quite
naked. They also met, in an uninhabited part, with
a hideous serpent of fearful aspect and fangs, which
threatened to attack them, and whose hissing was
heard to a great distance. His men insisted that it
was the Devil, but this he says could not, for a droll
reason, be the case, because the Devil was not likely
to be found in a country where there were no inhabitants. · We have not ourselves seen this book,
but the author of it seems to have written it with
some knowledge of this portion of Africa. Here is,
therefore, another claimant for the honour of the
discovery of the sources of the White Nile.
J ust as this part of our review was going to the
press, we received the account that Petherick's
accounts, journals, observations, and maps had
reached this country, and at the same time the
rash act, but to us anticipated act, of his deposition
as British Consul. The following communication
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will tell us the sad consequences and the great
injustice of the act. Petherick's letters in our hands
also fully hear out all that this honest Belgian Consul
states. \\re hasten to give the most material parts
of his very able letter, thus :[TRANSLATION.]

" Kltartou1n, Jan. 28, 1864.
, A few days ago we received intelligence that the

British Govcmment had resolved to abolish the
Consulate which it had established in the Bondar.
ill 184tJ. That decision has troubled the honest
portion of the colony, because, under the painful
circumstances in which it is placed, it found in the
experience and character of the British Consul a
favourite rallying-point.
, 1\ higher motive renders it desirable to maintain
at Khartoum the British Consulate. The slavetraffic on the White Nile (for a long time held in
restraint sufficiently feehIe) has had for some years
~ thanks to the encouragement of certain high
functionaries, who find their profit in it-an extension truly frightful; and it is exercised with such
horrors that I hesitate to describe them. Everj
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year more than 100 vessels leave Khartoum for
the purpose of hunting down the negroes; and
slaves who formerly were brought in by stealth
are now dragged publicly along the highways of
the country, and even through the streets of Khartoum, with the yoke on their necks. The British
Consul, Mr. J. Petherick, initiated measures which
would have soon placed a limit to the traffic j unfortunately, owing to the aversion of four-fifths of
the Khartoumians, who live by it, and of the high
functionaries, their accomplices, he saw his reputation tarnished byfalse accusations j his fellow-citizens
and friends misled on his account, and he found no
sufficient support even before his superiors, who
were doubtless thus prejudiced against him.
l The non-suecese of Mr. Petherick in his proceedings against certain persons accused of this
traffic has given licence to these slave dealers.
Assured henceforth 'of impunity and of the inefficiency of the law., they have thrown off the mask.
It is an everlasting scandal to civilized Europe thus
to authorise byher silence the infamous piracy which
has stained the White Nile with blood; and for anti-

, slavery England, who instead of declaring herself
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impotentby abolishing her Consulate at Khartoum,
should have surrounded it with all the' prestige
possible, authorised severe measures, and extended
her hand to enforce their execution.
'Although personal considerations may be for us
of secondary importance, and we are not the apologists of Mr. Petherick, we ought to add that the
COllsul-(a, man of intelligence, and possessing a
knowledge of the Soudan from a long experience)has performed the duties of his office with an integrity and firmness which may well serve as an
example to his colleagues. In the blow which has
deprived l\'ir. Pethcrick of office, that which is the
1110st distressing is the fact that his deposition
followed quickly upon encrgetic measures taken by
him against this traffic, and against that oppression
which the local authorities endeavoured to bring to
bear upon Europeans :-1 repeat, this deposition of
}Ir. Petherick passes current through the country as
a disavowal of those measuree, aud is regarded as a
censure publicly inflicted upon l\ir. Pcthcrick by his
superiors ill consequence of the attitude he assumed,
'I am ignorant whether the British Government
can now reconsider the decision it has taken; but I

DISCOVERY OF TBB 8OUBOE OF THE NILE.

1st

do know that the re-establishment of a British Consulate at Khartoum would be a measure which all
those who have at heart the triumph of the principles
of civilization in this barbarous country would receive
with joy.
(Signed)
'DE VRUYS8ENAIRE.'
We shall not quote Petherick's own statements
relating to these painful subjects, but show from
another source .the base accusations that were
brought against him. We quote from a letter to
him from Mr. Baker now before us, dated Feb. 9,

1863:'I have much to say to you that I cannot write.
There are serious intrigues against you in Khartoum. .An accusation was sent to the ConsulGeneral against you, signed by nearly all the
Europeans of Khartoum) including the official declaration of two Consulates (who are they?), charging
you with some former participation in slavery. Of
course the seals of numerous natives ornamented
the document.'
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'Vell, let us now have the names of those knaves,
more especially of the Consuls. 'Ve can guess them..
Did the Consul-General transmit that profligate
accusation to Europe without placing it ill Pethcrick's hands, ancI allowing him to answer it, and
also without sending Petherick's slave-trade correspondence with him along with it? If he did all
this, then it is the Consul-General and not the
Consul that should have been dismissed. Again,
did our Foreign Office, acting only upon the authority of the above infamous charge, dismiss a
public servant without showing that servant the accusation brought against him, and without enabling
him to vindicate himself'? It would really appear
that this is the course that has been adopted.
Surely there are men in the Legislature who will
call for the production of the papers and all the
correspondence upon this important subject, in order
that the British public nU1Y know the truth. In
Khartoum there are only from 20 to 30 Europeans.
Mr. Baker calls it a U horrid den! and Dr.. Murie
says (( they are chiefly ]O\V, rascally Frenchmen and
Italians!" Is a British subject to he ruined and
oppressed to please men like these?
H

DISCOVERY OF THE BOUBOE OF THE NILE. 181

This is a most unfortunate, a sad termination to
the late great African exploration combination plan.
But it is only such a termination as might have been
anticipated from a scheme ill-contrived and most injudiciously carried on. That Captain Speke's unfounded charges against Consul Petherick influenced
the Government and those to whom the Govemment looked up to for correct information and sound
counsel, in short, in the quarter to which the Foreign
Office looked to, scarcely any doubt can remain.
How much, then, has Captain Speke to answer for,
and how greatly is he to blame for the course he has
pursued, and how bitterly must he feel, if he is
capable of reflection, at the thoughts of the eonsequenc~s which his flippant conduct and proceedings
have produced. Here is the individual whom Speke
urged to join and aid him in his joumey,-the man
whom the Foreign Office patronised, assisted, and
permitted to lend his aid,-the energetic and experienced individual whom the Royal Geographical
Society, through their proper authorities, encouraged, assisted, prompted, and selected as the most
proper individual they could find to conveyassistance and advice to Speke,--here, we say, is that
~
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individual thrown overboard without pity, his private
fortune wasted, the health of himself and his heroic

and attached wife, altogether and perhaps irretrievably ruined, and his character as a merchant
and a public servant blasted in the eyes of his
countrymen and of the civilized world, by being
charged with a dereliction of duty, and with the
crime of slave dealing, at the moment he was doing
everything in his po,ver to put it down,

Here arc

all these ills heaped upon a poor man's head by
those who should have defended hirn ; while Captain
Speke, whom he went to aid, and who never in all
his journey said one word against either slavery or
the slave trade, both of which he not only saw going
on before his eyes daily in all their horrors, but in

which it may almost be said he participated when
he accepted presents of female slaves as servants
U to can'Y his water," and after retaining tliem at
his pleasure, next handed them over thoughtlessly
to his Zanzibar assistants and followers as their
servants, to carry to Zanzibar, where they must

remain their slaves. 0 Shame, where is thy blush!
o F C' (i ~:~ 0 n ~:) (~ "There is your judgment-where is

your justice ! You have injured innocence, and tar-
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nished the great name of our country in the eyes of
the world by the rash step you have taken; and no
compensation that can now be given to Mr. Petherick can compensate him for the hardships, miseries,
and losses that he has met with and sustained.
The fate which has -overtaken Mr. Petherick
will, we doubt not, prove a lesson to others who
may be invited to join in similar undertakings, not
to leave anything to chance, or to take everything
for granted, with whomsoever they have to deal.
Captain Speke will have full time to reflect upon
his proceedings in this case. He left England on
a great and noble enterprise. He was patronised
and supported in it by the Government of India,
by the British Government, and by the Royal
Geographical Society, the greatest and most intelligent body of the kind in the world, and with the
good wishes and with the sanguine hopes of the
public. In return, what has he really gained and
brought back? The sacrifice and ruin of zealous
aSBociates-a mass of intelligence, if such it can be
called, so muddled and confused in everything that
we really believe he himself cannot find his way
in it. Nor is this all j he came back with tales
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of great empires and polished states in Mrica, in
order to enhance the glory of his reports, and to
rouse the Govennnent and the nation, upon the
accuracy of his reports, to lay hold of those parts
in order to extend our po\ver and our commerce.
The public for a time was beside itself with those
fascinating dreams, The whole has turned out
mere moonshine. Those great empires have dwindled to atoms ; barbarous, rude, savage, and ignorant beyond all precedent and example, Instead of
commerce, fleets, and armies at their command,
these 'wretched chiefs cannot muster a few hundreds
of men, or glean ten recruits at a time to increase
their armies.
Finally, we deeply regret the miserable termination which this great African exploration expedition
has had. ,Vc regret it on the part of the public,
and we sincerely lament tho result on account of
Captain Spcke himself It might, it ought to have
been different. But the only person to blame for
the poor results is Captain Speke himself. We
truly lament the time that has been lost} and the
money that has been spent, without any definite
settlement of any material point, and with only the
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absurd result of finding the source. of the great
river Nile placed in a narrow ravine, where not a
drop of water is to be, found, except that which
drops from the clouds during the periodical rainsnay, chiefly the fresh water which rushes into this
ravine from the flooding of the lake to the northward, and which flood flows in an opposite direction
to the current of the true Nile stream!

THE END.

