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a score—on the proper left of the throne, and with us
were the Po-su, or left-hand Sub-commander-in-Chief,
the two Yevo-gans, and the English landlord. We were
separated from the Min-gan, the Gau, and the other
right-hand chiefs by a few paces, the prolongation of
the clear passage lined with sitting Amazons, and
leading to the throne. Thus the King could com-
mand an uninterrupted view of the bottom of the
court. :
Here, comfortably- established under the gorgeous
tent-canopy, called in Ashanti and Dahome an
umbrella, I produced my adversaria and sketch-books.
The King is always pleased to see this, and his father,
.Gezo, when visited by Mr. Duncan, sent to the palace
for paper that everything might be described by him :*
without the aid of writing it would be impossible to
remember half the complications which occur during
these receptions. More than once in after-times the
King sent to me his compliments and thanks, telling me
that no white man had ever before taken so much
trouble, and that everything should be shown to me.
The Pagan African is, in this point, a great contrast to
his more civilised Moslem brother, and to the wilder

* Vol. i. p. 227,
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tribes of Asia, who fear the pen as they do the
fiend.

I now proceed to portray the salient features of the
King’s levee. It was to me the most interesting scene
in Dahome, showing more of picturesqueness and less
of grotesqueness and tragedy than any other.

The long barn under which Gelele set was built
against the eastern wall, which was clay ; fresh palm
leaves, matted and planted as a fence, forming the-other
three sides of the oblong court.. The regularity was
relieved by a few poor sheds, and the only objects of
remark in the yard were the familiar bundles of fetish
sticks and a pollarded tree supporting an earthenware
pot, with two pennons on tall poles. Along the shed,
which was confined to the King and his wives, ran a line
of four-and-twenty umbrellas, forming an extempore
verandah. Those on the flanks were white, and mostly
very ragged, sheltering the chieftainesses of the she
soldiers : in the centre, denoting the place where the
King sat, they affected the gaudish tulip tints, dazzling
hues, variegated, yet in perfect harmonies — scarlet
tender green, purple, white, and light blue : an especial
favourite was red and yelfow ; it is called in England
Satan’s livery, but when massed it excites the eye.
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These richly tinted umbrella-canopies are forbidden to
all save royalty, and the King takes no little pride in
them.*

The only difference between the outer and the inner
court is this—the former is a parade of the male, the
latter of the female soldiers, and the first glance shows
that both bodies exactly correspond. Mid-ribs of
bamboo-palm (Raplia vinifera), in single line, lie on the
ground separating the sexes ; this thin barrier no one
is allowed to pass. The instrument of communication
is the Mahaikpa, a princess who has not been seen for
two years, and who consequently may be dead. Below
the throne there is always one of her retainers, the
“ Dakro,” a middle-aged woman, formerly attached to
Gezo’s Court, and a mighty stickler for ceremony.
The Dakro bears messages from the King to the Meu,
who passes on the words to the Min-gan, whence they
find their way to the many. She walks out of the shed
holding a war stick in her right hand, places it on the
earth, kneels close behind the bamboo line, and resting

* They are manifestly made upon & European model. Mr. Duncan,
who writes with the simplicity of a child, tells us (vol. ii. p. 271), that
the King caused him te enter a memorandum of several patterns for
canopies, desiring him to order a number of them to be sent from
England. At the present moment (August, 1864) one of these umbrellas
may be seen at the rooms of the Royal Geographical Society, London.
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elbows on thighs, or sometimes with one hand om the
ground, whispers her errand, almost touching heads.
As a rule she goes on all fours to the Meu, and only
kneels to smaller men, who become quadrupeds to her.
A favourite gesture with both sexes here is to smooth
the ground before them with one or both palms, clear-
ing as it were the place for prostration : it is the whit-
tling of the Yankee, and it serves to conceal thought.
The message is received by the minister in a similar
position, the feet resting upon the toes and the heels
supporting the posteriors. After obtaining the answer
the Dakro rises, returns to within the barn, makes
obeisance, and placing herself on all fours—the nearest
approach to our brethren of the field since the days of
Nebuchadnezzar—either upon the ground or upon a
- mat, before and close to the King, duly delivers it to the
royal ears. Nothing but the prodigious memory for
trifles possessed by this people prevents a communica-
tion that travels so far from losing all its original sense.

Qutside the bamboos, divided, as has been said, into
two distinct groups, stand the ministers. All are in
their richest attire, gay with tunics of bright silk and
satin. The Min-gan wears eight necklaces, with a silver
ornament like a Sleur-de-lis. or trefoil, hanging upon his
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breast. The Meu has doffed his alpaca jacket, displays
fine and valuable pink coral in long strings, with thin
thread pigtails lashed on to them, silver armlets adorned
with the British Lion, and with two quasi-human heads
which may have belonged to William and Mary ; whilst
the emblem of Christianity, in gold, depends from his
neck. But the crucifix is strangely altered, the crucified
being a chamelion, the venerable emblem of the rain-
bow-god. This is not done par malice, like the ass
placed by the irreverent caricaturist upon what is,
according to Dr. Rossi, the earliest known cross—it is
the simple instinct of a barbarous race. The Adanejan,
or assistant Min-gan, is more than usually gorgeous.
He is a huge Cyclops of a black, with a jetty face, at
least one size larger than his brain-pan, and a faus air |
de jeune homme, effected by close shaving his stiff
whitey-grey beard and hair. Though long past «fright-
ful forty,” he is much addicted to women, and he is ever
“ chaffing” the Reverend about marrying a daughter to
him. A great trencherman, with a rollicking laugh that
quakes his fat sides, the big eupatrid is of somewhat
offensive presence ; he is moreover a professed beggar,
and what meets his touch never leaves it.

Non fuit Autolyei tam piceata manus.
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The Gau is rendered conspicuous by his big brass
bracelets. The surly Po-su wears four brass rings on
his left arm, and his forehead is always ceremoniously
marked with white sand or red earth. All the lesser
fry are clad like their betters, in tunics of rich native
cloth, and ornamented with horns, silver bracelets,
armlets, crucifixes, trefoil-shaped articles, and necklaces,
of which some wore as many as ten ; Popo beads, large
and small ; coral, red and pink; blue and white glass
beads; green, yellow, and variegated pottery; while
some have neck-ropes of black and blue seed beads
disposed in patterns.

On the King’s proper right, in the wing presided
over by the Khe-tun-gan (female Gau, or Commander-
in-Chief), and outside the big barn, enthroned on a lofty
chair, sat the Akutu ; she is captainess of King Gezo’s
life-guards, called the ’Mman, or Madmen, the Bashi
Buzuks, or Enfans Perdus of the Dahoman host. This
dignitary is a huge old porpoise, wearing a bonnet
shaped like that of a French cordon bleu, but pink and
white below, with two crocodiles of blue cloth on the
fop, and the whole confined by silver horns and their
lanyard. To the left of royalty, more in the open and
under a tent-umbrella, upon as tall a seat as the Akutu
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enjoyed, is the Humbagi, the corresponding veteraness
on the Meu’s side. She is also vast in breadth, and a
hammer-head in silver projecting from her forehead,
gives her the semblance of a unicorn. As a rule the
warrioresses begin to fatten when their dancing days
are passed, and some of them are prodigies of obesity.

The flower of the host was the mixed company of
young Amazons lately raised by the King; this corps,
standing to the north of the palace yard, and on the
right of the throne, was evidently composed of the
largest and finest women in the service. Behind it
stood its band, a Chingufu or African cymbal, two small
tom-toms held under the arm, and four kettledrums
of sizes, beaten with hand or stick. The newly-chosen
company apparently contained .two hundred, and the
whole court certainly did not show more than one
thousand. Some Ainazons, however, are now absent,
~ attacking, I have said, a village in the Makhi country,
which distinguished itself by grossly insulting the King,
by threatening to kill him and his army. They will
have an easy victory.*

* It seems a peouliarity of climate in those lands, and the History
can supply several instances, that compels individuals and tribes mortally

and wantonly to insult a rancorous and hateful race like that of Dahome
and then entirely to forget the injury, so as to take no precautions against
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The gala-dress of the guardesses was decent, and not
uncomely. A narrow fillet of blue or white cotton
bound the hair, and the bosom was concealed by a
sleeveless waistcoat of various colours, giving freedom to
the arms, and buttoning in front like that affected by
Hausa Moslems. The loin wrapper, of dyed stuff,
mostly blue, pink, and yellow, extended to the ancles,
and was kept tight round the waist by a sash, generally
white, with long ends depending on the left. The body
toilette was rendered more compact by an outer girth-
ing of cartridge-box and belt, European-shaped, but
‘home-made, of black leather, adorned with cowries ;
or of bandoleers, containing in separate compartments
twelve to sixteen wooden gunpowder boxes, like
cases for lucifer matches. The bullet-bag, with a few
iron balls, hung by a shoulder-strap to the dexter
vengeance, The History tells us that the people of ¢ Wemey,” a petty
village near ¢ Porto Novo,” that could perhaps muster one to every
hundred Dahoman warriors, sent a challenge to one of the greatest of
the kings, threatening, if not attacked, to march on Agbome. The
king returned, as usual, an ironical answer, saying that he would scon
dispatch his Gau with guns, powder, and iron (lead being here un-
known), for the use of his brave foe; attacked the place, which he
found unprepared, and ¢ broke ” it without the people making an effort
at self-defence. So in 1728, Governor Testesole,-of Whydah, exasperated
by the insolence of the Dahoman traders, whipped one of their principal

men at the flag-post, and said that he would serve the King (Agaja) in
the same manner, if he could. That governor was, of course, murdered.
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gside, and was preserved in position by being passed
under the cartridge-belt. All had knives, or short Da-
homan falchions,* in shape not unlike, though smaller
than, that most fatal—to the wearer—of all weapons,
the old French driguet. The firelock, a good solid
Tower-marked article,+ was guarded by sundry charms,
and protected from damp by a case of black monkey-
skin tightly clasping the breeching, and opening to the
rear. Many had long tassels dangling from the barrels.

The only other peculiarity in the court was a row of
three large calabashes, ranged on the ground before
and a little to the left of royalty. They contain the
calvariz of the three chief amongst forty kings, or petty

* Curious to say, whilst many of the central African tribes are adepts
at smelting' iron, it is an art unknown to the rude Dahoman ; although
the material abounds in the northern country, they import it from
Europe. The blade is but slightly curved, one edged, and poorly
tempered, about sixteen inches long, and 1:50 inch at the broadest part,
which is the half nearer the point. The hilt or handle is only three
inches long, and, like that of Abyssinia, too short for a good grip ; it is
of brass or other metal, of wood, ribbed or plain, covered with
shagreen. Sometimes there is a single bar, as in the driguet, to guard
the hand, and there is usually a brass knob for pommel. The scabbard
is of black leather, with ferule of brass or white metal at the tip, a
broad band at the top, and one or two round the centre; in some
scabbards almost all the leather is concealed. The price varies from
1 dol. 500. to 2 dols, : the silver-mounted fetch 8 dols.

1 In Gezo’s time the troops had mostly ¢ long Danes,” or ¢ buccaneer
guns.”—Mr. Dunean, vol. i. p. 240.
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headmen, said to have been destroyed by Gelele ; and
they are rarely absent from the royal levees. A Euro-
pean would imagine these relics to be treated with
mockery ; whereas the contrary is the case. So the
King Sinmenkpen (Adahoonzou II.), after unwrap-
ping an ememy’s cranium, said to Mr. Norris, “If I
should fall into hostile hands, I should wish to be
treated with that decency of which I set the example.”
The first skull was that of Akia’on, chief of Attako
(Taccow), near “Porto Novo,” which was destroyed
about three years ago. Beautifully white and polished,
it is mounted in a ship or galley of thin brass about a
foot long, with two masts, and jibboom, rattlings, anchor,
and four portholes on each side, one pair being in the
raised quarter deck. When King Gezo died his suc-
cessor received a message from this chief, that all men
were now truly joyful, that the sea had dried up, and
that the world had seen the bottom of Dahome. Gelele
rejoined by slaying him, and by mounting his skull
in a ship, meaning that there is still water enough to
float the kingdom, and that if the father is dead the
son is alive. The second cranium, which also was well
boiled, and which, like the rest, wanted the lower jaw,*

* The lower jawbone is coveted as an ornament for umbrellas, sword-
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was that of Bakoko of Is;hagga. It was crossed at right
angles by four bars of bright brass; a thin mask of
the same metal, rudely marked with eyes and unraised
nose, gave it a monkey-like appearance. On the poll,
and where the bars met, was a brass bowl with a tip
like a calabash stalk, by which the upper half could be
raised, to serve as a drinking-cup : this, when viewed
in front, looked somewhat like a Phrygian cap, or a
knightly helmet. During Gelele’s attack upon Abeo-
kuta, in 1851, the people of Ishagga behaved with
consummate treachery, which eleven years afterwards
was terribly punished by the present ruler. Bakoko
was put to death, and as a sign that he ought to have
given water to a friend in affliction, men now drink
from his recreant head. The third calvaria, also washed,
was that of Flado, an Abeokutan general, sent to the aid
of the Ishaggas. Along the ridge crown of the head
ran a broad leaf in brass, to which was attached a thick
copper wire and a chain which can raise it from its
base ; the latter is an imitation-in brass of a country-
trap ; whilst a small white flag and cloth are wound

handles, and other such purposes. It is taken with horrible orlielty:
the muscles at each ramus are severed with a knife, and the jaw is
torn out with the left hand from the yet living viotim,

VOL. T, 8
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round the stout wire. This showed that Flado fell into
the pit which he dug for another.*

Whilst the soldiery of picked women danced and
sang, the deputation of four Moslems was brought in
by the Min-gan. The captains who had charge of them
prostrated themselves upon the clay, not the sand-ringt
nearer the throne, and shovelled it up by handfuls owver
their heads and arms, showing that they were of lower
rank than the ministers. This is the ceremonial which
every writer upon Dahoman subjects finds so degrad-
ing, and with which the traveller meets in almost all
semi-barbarous societies, especially in negro and negroid
kingdoms, since the days of Leo Africanus. The Itte
d’ai, or “lying on ground,” is a strictly scriptural pros-
tration,} and it corresponds with the “shashtanga” of the

* Glezo had also his three favourite skulls (Mr. Duncan, vel. i, p. 245).
That traveller, after seeing 2000 fo 3000 crania, remarked that ¢ several
were defidient-of any suture across the upper part,” in the proportien of
1; 12, whilst those without longitudinal division were as 1:27. He also
found the Makhi crania receding from the masal bone, or lower part of
the forehead, to the top in a greater angle than those of any other
country.

" % This loose white sand is brought from Diddo, & water to the north-
west of Agbome: it is quite as cleanly as the powder and other stuff

wornjby our grandsires.

""'1 Bee the cases of David and Abigail falling at his feet (1 Bam. xxv,
28) ; Mephibosheth {2 Sam. ix. 6) falls on kis face and *‘does ve-

- verence ;”’ Absolom (Ibid, xiv. 33) bows himself on his face to the

:
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Hindus, and with the Chinese “kow-tow.” At the -court
of the Cazembe in South-Easterm Africa, and in the
equatorial kingdom -of Uganda, it is practised exactly as
in Dahome. In the Congo regions, prostration is made,
the earth is kissed, and dust is strewed over the fore-
head and .arms, before every petty Banza or village
chief. _According to Barbot (1700), the interpreter -of
the “ King of Zair,” probably Boma, vulgarly Em-
bormma, after Tubbing his hands and face in the
dust, “took one of the royal feet in his hands, spat en
the sole thereof and licked it with his tongue.” = It is
doubtless the -origin of *“ sijdah” amongst Moslems,
who hold a dusty forehead to be mubarak, or of good
omen ; and the Shieh heresy rests the prostrated brow
upon small flat cakes of the earth of Kerbela, much
renowned for martyrs. “The Mahommedans of Senegal
have also learned to throw sand or earth with both
hands over their own heads. .Ibu Batuta has described
the wallowing and dusting of the older Nigrotic Courts.
Jobson remarked the same ‘at Tenda, Clapperton at
-Oyo, and Denham amongst the «“ Musgows.”

ground before the king ; Bath-sheba (1 Kings i. 16—31) ‘ bowed and did
obeisance.” But Mr. Duncan (vol. i. p. 221) was * much su as
well as disgusted with such absurd abjeot humiliation.” He appurently
knew more of the bridoon than of the Bible. -

32
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The fact is, that salutations are of three kinds over
all the world, either a movement of the saluter’s body,
or touching some part of the salutee’s persom, or, lastly,
adding to or taking from the dress. Here the cere-
mony typifies the state of society. There is, in Da-
home, absolutely no rank between the king and the
servile ; so complete is the despotism that, as in Japan,®
unlawful wounding would be punished, not for injuring
a member of society, but for doing harm to the king’s
slave. All being equally nothing in the royal presence,
they there must behave accordingly ; but when outside
the palace, these high potentates expect the commonalty
to kneel, to kiss the ground, and to clap hands before
them, as if they were kings.

The full salutation of men and .women, which I shall
call “making obeisance,” consists of two actions. The
first is the “Itte d’ai,” or prostration,—the Doballe of
the Egbas, or Abeokutans. The saluter falls prone with
his head, if a grandee, in the white sand ; he rubs the
forehead on the ground, touches earth with both cheeks,
and kisses it, taking particular care that as much as

* In Japan, where the moral sense of the people is more highly
developed by despotism, such cutting and maiming becomes wounding
the king, or regicide.
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possible may adhere to his vasty lips, and often rubbing
the dust over his face with the right hand ; he now claps
hands, three sets of clappings being the normal number,
and if more than one be doing it at once, the cue is
given and admirable time is kept. Then he performs
ko-dide,* pouring the sand or earth by handfuls over
his scalp or hair, where it sticks for a long time. There
is no fixed number of shovellings ; the more plentifully
the fine garments are sand-bathed the more humility
is displayed. I cannot however, like others, consider
the practice wholly uncleanly ; at any rate it promotes
cleanliness, by rendering ablution necessary on return
home. After the arms have been as well dusted as the
head, face, and raiment, kneeling and lip-rubbing con-
clude the ceremony.

There are many minor modifications, or rather parts
of obeisance, which I shall call “saluting.” These
are actions accompanying the return of thanks for an
address by the King, or when it is deemed right to
address royalty. .

The highest officers lie before the King in the posi-
tion of Romans upon the triclinium. At times they roll

* Ko (earth), and dide (take up! shovel!),
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over upon tleir bellies, or relieve themselves by stand-
ing “on all fours.” When approaching royalty they
either crawl like snakes, or shuffie forward on. their
knees. During the levee they must raise frequent cries
of “Akhosu Ui akhosu!” literally, “ King all (i.e., of
all) Kings!” and “Akhosu te te le!”— Small, small
Kings!” meaning that before this mighty “ Cham.” all
other monarchs are boys. The messengeress, when sum-
moning a subject to the presence, says, “ Se iro we ! ”—
“The Se, or spirit,* requires you!” When the King
has spoken, all exclaim “Se de Nugbo ! ”—* the spirit
speaketh true!” to which some add, “moen de!”—
“8o it is!” an historical phrase eften preceded by
“ nagboe ! ’— It is true!”

From these appearances a stranger, like Dr. M‘Leod,
is apt to conclude that the Dahoman king represents,
like the Shahanshahs of ancient Persia, a kind of God
upon earth, and that he can daily aet out, whenever ke
is “1"the vein,” even with the proudest in his dominions,
Henry the Fifth’s “ You are a liar!” with the speedy:
conclusion, “ By my head thou shalt lose thy head!”
This is far from being the case, as the more observing

* For an explanation of Se, see Chapter XVII. The King is called a
spirit, as having power of life and death,
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former travellers well knew.* The ministers,+ war
captains, and fetisheers may be, and often are, indi-
vidually punished by the King: collectively they are
toa strong for him, and without their cordial eo-opera-
tien he would soon cease to reign. And this apparently
perfect subjection of the inferior to the smperior runs
through every grade of Dahoman saciety. The « Frip-
pons, or common scoundrel blacks,” as the old writer
calls them, kneel and elap hands before the patrician,-
as if the latter were their proprietor ; they listen to
every order with religious attemtion, and afterwards
they obey it or not exaetly as they please.} - Except
in the case of serfs, slaves, and captives, there is
throughout Dahome, and I may say Africa, more of
real liberty and equality—I will not add fraternity —
than in any other quarter of the globe, and the presence
of the servile renders the freemen only freer and more

equal.

® Bo Captain Philips (1694) justly remarks of the King of Whydah:
¢t Though his cappasheirs (cabooeers) show him so much respect, he
dare not do anything but what they please.”

+ Some except the Min-gan and Meu, which, however, is not correct.

1 Barbot well hits off this trait. ¢ Though the Whydahs,” he
observes, ¢ tremble with awe at a word from the king, as soon as he
has turned his back they seem to forget their great fear of him ; and
not much regard his commands, as very well knowing how to appease
and delude him by their lies.”
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The Moslems of the “Porto Novo” deputation re-
sembled Bambarra men ; one, however, was fair as an
Arab. They wore white turbans over tall red caps,
large broad trousers, and the “Guinea fowl” em-
broidered robe of Yoruba. Behind them sat their
band, four co-religionists, in white calottes and meaner
robes, The only instruments were tom-toms. There
were also a few Kafirs, or pagans, that seemed attached,
probably as carriers, to the party. These men had
been sent by the King’s brother, of “Porto Novo,”
about which there was much excitement, to the great
disfavour of the French Protectorate.

Whilst the Min-gan who presented these men “ made
obeisance,” the Moslems sat gravely on the clay-ground,
at a distance from the King. Then one of the Alufa,*
with hands upraised in the prayer position, recited by
heart long, fluent orisons, concluded, as usual, by draw-
ing the palms down the face. The introducer, who sat
with his back to the King, imitated every gesture of
the visitor. Although the Moslem countenance ex-
. Alifa, probably a corruption of Arif, is the Egba word for a
Mullah, a Moslem theologian. Iméle in Egba, and Malenun in Ffon,
both probably corrupted from Muallim, means the common Moslem. Hence

some of our older authors brought the Malays to Dahome.—See History,
P- 48, note signed ¢ J, F.”
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pressed some awe at the apparatus in the palace, it
well maintained before this heathenry the dignity of the
Safe Faith. .

Finally the Dakro woman at the foot of the throne
brought in due form a welcome from the King to
his brother’s envoys. The heathen again powdered
themselves with dust, and the Moslems bent towards
the ground. This was a signal to the female attend-
ants, who, after a startling clash and clang of cymbals,
neckbells, and rattles, presented arms & la Dakome,—
the guns being raised in the air. The mixed company
of beauties performed sundry dances. Presents and
drink, in sign of dismissal, were sent to the deputation ;
the Moslems took the water, the Kafirs two flasks of
rum, whilst two baskets (=20 heads, or £2) of cowries
and five baskets of food were served out to the whole
party. The gift was received by the heathenry crouch-
ing on the ground, and uttering a curious noise, likest
to feline purring, whilst the True Believers again prayed
for the King. The deputation was presently conducted
to the palace-gate by their introducers, who bent, as is
customary when leaving the presence, almost double,
and went off at a hurried pace. It was then brought
back, and the royal presents were placed upon the
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envoys’ heads, only the four turbans being exempt.
Salutes were again exehanged, and the Porto Novians
finally left the Palace Yard.
 The mixed company danced once more, and this
time it was joined by a dozen razor women, who, defiling
past the King from the she Meu’s to the Min-gan’s side,
took their stations near the throme. These Nyekple-
hen-to* seemed the largest and strongest women
present, and they held their weapons upwards in the
air like standards, with a menacing air and gesture.
The blade is about eighteen inches long, and is' shaped
exactly like a European razor ; it closes into a weoden
handle about two feet in length, and, though kept in
position by strong springs, it must be, I should think,
quite as dangerous te the owner as to the enemy.
These portable guillotines were invented by a brother
of the late King Gezo, and the terror which they in-
spire may render them useful.

At the end of the dance, Ji-bi-whe-tom,t aeting

* Meaning, nyekple (the wespon itself), hen (hald), to (ore that does).
French travellers call them ¢ Les faucheuses.”

+ Ji (sky), bi (all), whe (sun), ton (belonging to}, ¢. e., ‘“all the sky
belongs to the sun.” The commanding officeress is Danh-ji-hun~to,
mesaning, the rainbow is the captain or governor of (viz., goes round
the sky; that is to say, the King of Dahome rules the (hlaek) workd.
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'captaines& of the Beauty Company, came forwards
with the usual affected military swagger, not without a
suspicion of a dance. She is, or was, a fine tall woman,
with glittéring teeth, and a not unpleasant expression
when her features are at rest. She addressed a violent
speech to the: male Min-gan, who repeated it -aloud to
the King, with whom it found favour. Ending with
cutting off the head of an imaginary corpse upon the
ground, she retired to her command. Presently, for
the emsoéthes loquendi was upon her, she again advanced,
and spoke with even more gesticulation than before.
“ Thus they would treat Abeokuta!” The sentiment
elicited immense applause..

Followed chorus, solo, and various decapitation
dancings of the mixed company, the weapons being;
as usual, grounded, the war-club seized, and the
shoulder-blades and posteriors being agitated to excess.
Even the performances of these figurantes, the cream
of the royal ballet, are not to be admired. They
stand most ungracefully—the legs, which are somewhat
slight for the body, being wide apart, and the toes
certainly turned in and probably up. When the

Mr. Dumean’s ¢ Dagbyweka,” vol. i. p. 231, seems to- be a eonfusion
between the two. -
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exercise ended, the razor and chopper women * bran-
dished their weapons, and all the line advancing,
“presented ” with upraised muskets.

At the Dahoman Court, curious to say in Africa,
women take precedence of men; yet, with truly
Hamitic contradictiousness, the warrioresses say, “ We
are no longer females but males;” and a soldier dis~
gracing himself is called, in insult, a woman, It is
clear, therefore, that they owe their dignity to the
fiction of being royal wives. Wherever a she-soldiery
is, celibacy must be one of its rules, or the troops will
be in a state of chronic functional disorder between the
ages of fifteen and thirty-five.

After the Amazons, all the male caboceers, taking
choppers and peculiar bill-hook-like blades,+ some iron,
others silver, danced tumultuously before the King, to
" % The chopper is called anfinun (confusion, or badness), wa (doing),
and hwisu (knife-sword, or dagger) ; meaning, the ¢ cutting badly knife.”
Strangers call it the blue-knife. It is a top-heavy blade four spans
long, bluff and broadening to one palm at the end like the old Turkish
falchion, and narrowing to two fingers at the hilt, The form is by no
means so exaggerated as the wonderful chopping-knives of the Gold
Coast. Down the centre runs a broad line,"depressed and not polished
like the back and edge. These knives, being royal gifts, may not be
bought.

+ Many of these end in a circle whose diameter is twice the breadth

of the blade; sometimes the surface is worked and pierced like fish-
slicers. The bill appears to be ornamental, not usefal. .
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the general song of the women on the right of the
throne. Even the tottering Meu, who leaned upon
a tomahawk long enough to act as a staff, joined in the
movement. Presently Gelele sent a message to the
Gau, declaring that this year Abeokuta must be taken ;
the tall old man, standing up with a military air, swore
that it certainly should fall, and the oath was repeated
by his surly-looking junior the Po-su.

The King then addressed me through the Meu and
Mr. Beecham, to the effect that this year Abeokuta must
be as a mouse before the cat; he also invited me to
accompany him to sit behind the army and to see the
sport. I replied that “ Understone” had long ceased
friendship with the white man. A little pleasantry
ensued touching it not being our English habit to hang
back when aught is doing; and the King taking all in
excellent part, we stood up bareheaded, and waved
four salutations.

Among the remarkabilia of the scene was Adan«
men-nun-kon,* right-hand Commander of the Blue

* Among the Dahomans are many mystic names, like Joshua, Isa,
and others, These are mostly of the Bo-fetish, a war medicine which
prevents wounds (Chap, XI.). The words mean, adan (brave), men
(man), nun (side, face), kon (upon). The title is explained in two
ways. “I am brave upon another man’s side,” f.e., to take him



270 A MISBION TO GELELE.

Guards, and a fine specimen of “ Monsieur Parolles ” in
black. This man of loyal appellation is a tall, Jeam,
sooty-faced fellow, with a large, whitish, and big-tas-
selled night-cap decorating his head, a pink pagne, and
a baldric adorned with cowries. Rising like & warrier,
with carbine and tomahawk, he -assured me, in the
midst of loud screams and violent gesticulations, that
at *Gba * even the unborn child must perish ; and he
strove to look as if he were doing it to death. His
“brother ” Zodome, acting for Chabi, the left-hand
Commander of the Blues, confirmed the idea. The
Voice from the Throne added, as is the habit, many
an illustration of the speeches, concluding with the
declaration that the Abeokutans must not only be be-
headed, their bodies must also be cut to pieces.

There appeared two silver-horned fetish -chiefs, of
the Blue Company, who in the hour of battle persomally

prisoner ; or, ‘however brave nations are, the king is the bravest
of all.”
_* This is the Yoruban word Egba ; in Ffon it means ¢ break.” In
Dahome the Egba race, from Lagos to Abeckuts, is called Anago at
‘Whydah, and Nago at Agbome. J. F., the annotator of the History,
says, ¢ Of the Nago country nothing more is known than the name.”
The word has been greatly corrupted by old travellers: it is, however,
extensively used in Brazil.

On the other hand, the Nago people call the Ffons, or Dahomma,
.Gunu. .
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attend upon the King. « Awafanfin,” which was
translated to me, «“ A fetish guide for Abeokuta,” drew
his knife, and declared that with the blade, not with a
gun, he would attack the cravens who lurked behind
their walls. The King cordially echoed this; and added
that even if in England I should hear of his destructive
deeds. His right-hand, or superior colleague, a good-
looking youth, called Hnemgada, a -“King-Bo-fetish
. mame” (interpreted to mean, “ When the spindle turns
cotton, it must become thread”), then stood wp. He
informed me, * The forest tree is strong with root and
eordage; and is heavy with trunk and branch, whilst
the wind is thin, and cannot be seen ; but the gale lays
low the loftiest of the green wood; and Dahome is
that wind, whilst Abeokuta is that tree.” This senti-
ment was also explained by the King. The speakers
kissed the ground, and rubbed earth upon their brows :
then the chorus of captains sang— |

‘When we go to war we must slay men,
And so must Abeokuta be destroyed.

The mixed company was now greatly increased by
women, who had defiled in single line before the throne.
There were bayoneteeresses, with blue cloth tunics
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and a white patch on the shoulder, white fillets like
those of the men, sashes to match supporting their
swords, and variously-coloured pagnes. The blunder-
buss women, who were, like the. former, sitting under
the she Min-gan, distinguished themselvés by scarlet
woollen nightcaps. After they had danced and sung,
their captainess, Ji-bi-whe-ton, advanced, and said that
they would fire a salute for their old commander.
With some difficulty two sides of a square were formed,
fronting the south and west. The manceuvres con-
sisted of an individual sallying out like the Arab
“ Mubariz,” delivering her fire, and retiring to the
ranks. All raised their weapons steadily, with left arms
extended, and fired from the shoulders, not from the
hips as the men do to avoid the kick; they returned
with a kind of caper, and they did not flinch after
the fashion of the Dahoman soldiers. The bayonet
women, after firing, extended a single very gauche
thrust. The blunderbuss soldieresses grounded the
butts of their heavy weapons, and discharged them at
an angle of 45 deg. After several rounds they aga.m
chanted ¢

We like not to hear that Abeokuta lives;
But soon we shall see it fall.
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This was followed by the usual dance and chorus which
concluded with a “ present ” of uplifted weapons.

When the sun bad set, a Dakro brought us direc-
tions to advance and bid adieu to the King, whilst
sundry flasks and decanters of ’tafia and other liquors
were distributed in token of dismissal. Approaching
the throne, we made the usual “ compliments.” Gelele,
wrapping his robe around him, descended from the
estrade, donned his sandals, and, attended by his
umbrella and a large crowd of the Kan-gbo-de’s huis-
siers bearing lights and links, stalked forth towards the
palace-yard gate, with a right kingly stride. Every
inequality of ground was smoothed, every stick or
stone was pointed out, with finger snappings, lest it
might offend the royal toe, and a running accompani-
ment of “Dadda! Dadda!” (Grandfather! Grand-
father!) and of “Dedde! Dedde!”* (Softly! Softly!)
was kept up. Passing out of the gate, we found a
swarming of negroes, whose hum during the whole audi-
ence had been heard inside the palace. They buzzed
about like excited hornets. I know not if the manceuvre
was done purposely to exaggerate the semblance of a
multitude, but I can answer that it was a success.

* De! here means ¢softly,” as ¢ Bleo” is used on the Gold Coast. .
VoL I T
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The King accompanied us to some distance outside
the palace—a compliment first paid to Commodore
Wilmot.* His ministers ‘were around him, and the
Meu placed in my hands, according to ancient custom,
a handful of potsherd bits, showing the number of
retarn guns expeeted at Whydah. " Preceded by the
Yevogan, we made for the English house. The road
was crowded with fetish women, marching in fall
dress and single file to a queer song. Arrived at our
destination, we gave liquor to the whole tail, and we
were happy when we found ourselves in compa;ratwe
solitude.

From the above description it is evident that the
Dahoman possesses, to. some extent, the ceremonial
faculty. On such occasions the pageantry of African
Courts is to be compared with that of Europe, propor-
tionately with the national state of progress. Bat it
is evidently the result of long and studious practice:
Everything goes by clockwork ; the most mtricate
etiquette proceeds without halt or mistake; and it evep
superadds the element Terror, whose absence in, civi~

* King Gezo accompanied Mr. Dumcan almost to his dwelling.

+ Inthantory (p- 124), Mr. Norris, after being saluted, was shown,
fifteen pebbles in a small calabash, which he ¢ reoolleofed was the
number of guns that were fired on the preceding evening.”
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lised countries often converts ceremonial to a some-
thing silly. As, however, the reader has been warned,
he has seen the best. The outside displays are
wretched. Misery mixes with magnificence, ragged
beggars and naked boys jostle jewelled chiefs and
velvet-clad Amazons ; whilst the real negro grotesque-
ness, like bad perspective, injures the whole picture.

T2



CHAPTER X.
THE MARCH TO AGBOME.

Tee King was detained at Karna, as we were after-
wards informed, by sundry cases affecting human life.
Not less than 150 “ Amazons ” were found to be preg-
nant—so difficult is chastity in the Tropics. They
confessed, and they were brought to 'trial with their
paramours.* The King has abolished the ¢ Brehon
judges” established by his father : the malversation of
these “ justices in eyre” rendered reference to them
like “ going,” as the old traveller has it, “to the Devil
for redress.” He now investigates each case personally,
often sitting in judgment till midnight, and rising
before dawn on the next day ; moreover, every crimi-
nal has a right of personal appeal to him.t The crime

* We read that in the reign of Sinmenkpen (Adahoonzou IL.), a
female conspiracy in the palace caused the sale of 150 men from the
villages near Kana, for dishonouring the King. Their innocence was

rot discovered till too late.
+ Mr, Duncan was present at two of these appeals (vol. i. p. 259).
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was lese-majesté rather than simple advowtry; all
the soldieresses being, I have said, royal wives. Eight
men were condemned to death, and will probably be
executed at the Customs. The majority were punished
either by imprisonment or by a banishment to distant
villages, under pain of death if they revisit the capital,
and some were pardoned.* The partners of their guilt
were similarly treated. Female criminals are executed
by officers of their own sex, within the palace walls,
not in the presence of men. Dahome is therefore in
one point more civilised than Great Britain, where they
still, wondrous to relate, “hang away” even women,
and in public.

In the afternoon of Sunday, December 20th, we
effected a departure from the English house. Sundry
boxes were left behind, owing to the desertion of the
carriers, who are fast learning bad habits: yesterday
they stole an enamelled iron cup. The Court being at

* This leniency and amenity of discipline form & curious contrast
with the horribly barbarous punishments which, according to Bosman
and Barbot followed such an offence two and a half centuries ago. In 1845
Mr. Duncan was informed that the victims at the Kana sacrifice * had
been guilty of adulterous intercourse with one of the King’s wives,
in consequence of which they were sentenced to be put to death hy
being beaten with clubs, and after death mutilated” (vol. i. p. 220).
The object of the mutilation is here, I believe, wrongly stated.
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Kana, bell-women were a nuisance on the road; at
every five minutes the hammock-men huddled us into
the bush. Arrived at the Akoreha, or eastern market-
place, we sat down near the Buko-no’s house, awaiting
his escort. Here fetish women crowdéd upon us,
clapping palms for a present. They were easily dis-
persed by their likenesses being sketched.

Already the sun began to cool,* though the sky was
still all ablaze with golden glory. After half an hour’s
delay, the old Buko-no came up, leaning on the Bo-
kpo,+ or crutch staff, which wards off the evils of the
way. Presently we remounted hammocks, and he, by
means of a chair, climbed upon the back of his little
bidet—a mare followed by a foal. The animals here
are not larger than Shetland ponies, but they are gene-
rally, as is the Maharatta-land “ tattoo,” shaped like
stunted horses, showing the remains of good blood.
They have fine noses, well-opened eyes, and sharp ears.
As in Yoruba generally, the tits are excessively vicious,

* Mr. Duncan twice asserts (vol. ii. pp. 260, 288), that “it is a
custom in Dahomey for all strangers of note visiting that oapital to
arrive and depart as nearly as possible when the sun is at its meridian,”
The prastice is now obsolete.

t Literally a Bo-staff. It is known by a litle petticoat called *‘Avo,”
or cloth, bound on below the erutch, and consealing the medisine.
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and if approached by a stranger, they will fly at him
with a scream. This is doubtless owing to the bru-
tality of their negro grooms. They are, when mounted,
invariably led, like donkeys, by a halter—the bridle,
like the stirrup, being unknown. The little jades are
almost hid in the local saddle, enormous housings of
blue cloth, padded, quilted, and worked outside with
white. thread, while huge curtain. tassels depend to their
knees. As a rule, the rider is lifted on and off by his
slaves. Whilst on horseback he passes his arm round
the neck of a man walking by his side, and his waist is
supported by the same attendant’s near arm.*

. The Buko-ne was habited in the usual “ Chokoto” or
little drawers, with a long shirt about his body, and a
black-ribboned Panamsa hat. His escort of thirty-three
retainers was that of a Dahoman noble on a joui'ney,
and the common people on the road knelt and clapped
palms as he passed. He was preceded by nine
musketeers, who danced and sang the whole way with
unwearied energy. His fetish stick was carried before
him in a calico £fu¢ by a man in a long white eap like

. * So King Geso fold off two attendants to kold Mr. Dunocem, the
Lifeguardsman, on his horse, and was much snrprised by a trot and a

gallop.



280 A MISSION TO GELELE.

the extinguisher-shaped nightgear of our ancestors.
The Buko-no rode under the shade of a large white
umbrella, and was closely followed by his axe man, who
gave orders as one having authority, The train was
brought up by the band, chiefly boys, with three
drums, a couple of tom-toms, two single cymbals, and a
pair of gourd rattles : they kept up a loud horrid noise
throughout the march. About a dozen carriers were
scattered about the cortége bearing a pipe and tobacco
bag, a Gold Coast chair, a footstool and calabashes, and
bundles of clothes and matting,

From Kana to Agbome all is historic ground, and
the land is emphatically the garden of Dahome,
showing a wondrous soft and pleasant aspect. The
soil is sandy, with the usual pebbles overlying red and
yellow clays, and where grass is not, the surface is a
succession. of palm orchards and grain fields belonging
to the King and his ministers. Many of the trees are
pollarded as in Teneriffe, by removing the tops and
branches to thicken the shade; these are mostly
observed round the frequent villages that stud the fair
champaign. The road, six or seven miles long,
separating the two capitals may compare with the
broadest in England, and although to the eye it spans



THE MARCH TO AGBOME. 281

a plain, there is an imperceptible rise of about 694 feet,
which extricates us from lowland Africa, For the
convenience of the royal carriages it is carefully kept
clear of grass, which would obliterate it in two months,
yet the Africans, accustomed to nothing but Indian file,
wear single paths in it like sheep tracks. It is a study
of the national character to see each following his
neighbour in goose line down a road upon which four
coaches could be driven abreast.*

After a few yards we dismounted at a spot where
a log placed transversely on the ground showed us the
Kana ’gbo-nun,t or Kana Gate, It had the usual
surroundings of fetish sheds and spaces cleared for
worship, and all the natives when stepping over it

* In the ¢ African Times,” an ignoble sheet, which, I should hardly
say ¢ by permission,’” constitutes itself the organ of the African Aid
Bociety of London, there has appeared for many an issue an advertise-
ment headed ¢ Aguapem Mountain Road,” and sending round the hat
in the usual style. This is no bad way to coax the British gold out of
the British breeches-pocket. But beyond that nothing. Such a road,
once made, would be buried in vegetation after a few months, unless
kept olear at a great expense. Secondly, like that of Kana, it would
be cut up into paths: the negro has no shoes, consequently he must
tread, despite all our endeavours, on & place softened by those who
precede him,

1 Agbo (town-gate, or enceinte with wall and ditch), and nun (side,
or mouth), A house-gate is called hon-to, from hon (a door), and if
large, hon-~to’gbo (big gate).
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removed their caps. The next names were “Pakhi,” so
called from.an ancient chieftain slain by King Dako and
“ Ekpwento” a “Bo” name—both holy places, with
barriers of the Thunder Fetish shrub stretching nearly
across the road. After half an hour we passed on the
left Legba ’si-gon,* a clearing with many dwarf thatches
where the Legba-priest comes forth and prays for the
King and for the largesse of white visitors. A few
yards further, and to .the right of the road, was a
compound, showing only the tops of conical huts; this
is the Bweme, or country palace of the Agasun-no,+
here the Archbishop of Canterbury, who ranks at
Agbome mext to the King. Rapidly we passed the
following interesting sites :—Brfi-vodun, the fetish of
the “Bru” (blue) or English Company ; Arima, a fetish
of the same corps ; Aizan li, the road of Aizam,} a holy
place for the "Mman or Gezo’s Mad Company ; Bagidi-
Samun, so called from an old king of Adan-we ; the
Adan-gbno-ten,§ where the King halts when going from

* Legba (the Dahoman Priapus), si for asi (a wife, 4. e., 3 votary),
and gon (a place).

+ For an explanation of Agasun, see Chapter XVII. No is ** mother,”
the use of which word has been before notioed.

I For an explanation of Aizan, see Chapter XVIL

§ Adan (brave), ghno (swear), ten (place). Others promounce the
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Agbome to Kana ; and the Avrekete Loko’li, or road of
Avrekete * Loko tree. They are clean spaces, adorned
with pots, sticks, flags, and tents : many of them have
circlets of the Thunder Fetish shrub often surrounding
a taller tree, and the latter is usually a giant Bombax,
with the Azan or fetish-fringe round the trunk.+
About an hour of slow marching brought us to the
- Adan-we Palace.f It lies on the right of the road, a
heap of matting half buried in trees. Aocording to
“the people .it was built by Tegbwesun (1727-1774)
and the King still sleeps here when he leaves Agbame
in the evening for Kana. Around it, but especially to
the north, is the cradle of the Dahoman empire, the
classic Uhwawe, corrupted into Dawhee by Mr. Narris,
who calls it “the ancient residence of the reigming
family, and the capital of their little territory before
they emerged from their original obscurity.”§ The
« Awawe. people,” though long subjects of the empire,
still preserve, like the Agoni and others, their old name.

word Adan-blon-noten, and explain it, Adan (brave), blon (swear), and
notem {gtop).

* For an explanation of Avrekete, see Chapter XVII.

% For am explanation of this term, see Chapter IV."

1 Said to mean Adan (brave), and we (white). Mr. Duncan (vol. i.
P. 216) calls it ¢ Adawie, three miles and a half from Canamina.”

§ See also Chapter V,
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Opposite the Adan-we is Addein, a village also con-
quered by the first Dahoman king, Dako. Then came
the Akwe-janahan,* the market of these two settle-
ments, where a few women were sitting at sale; it is
said to be the half-way place.

The road now was bordered with the Locust that
affords the Afiti sauce, by the Egbas called Ogiri. It is
a tall irregular tree, with a leaf like a young fern ; the
fruit dangles to a long cord, and when ripe it is scarlet-
red, and about the size of a billiard ball. Presently -
the soft external substance falls off, leaving the core,
a green sphere not larger than a musket bullet, and from
it sprout long bright green pods curiously twisted.
When ripe the seeds are fermented to a mass strong as
assafeetida, and form in palaver sauce a favourite
ingredient, which however the stranger will not
relish before some time. It is the “ wild tamarind” of
Mr. Dalzel, and in the landscape it forms a most
effective feature.

Followed in rapid succession on both sides of the
path the fetish clearings of Daji, a princely worsbip,
Gé-sé-uhun t and Logun-aizan ’li, a Bo-name given by

* Akwe (cowries), janahan (if you have not got scil., you can buy
nothing).

1 @Ga (bow), sa (throwing), uhun (bombax tree).
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King Gezo. The next was a mud-house and a farm
belonging to royalty : it is called -Nyakho-gon, the
place of Nyakho, the ruling chief, who was captured and
slain by Dako. Another sacred place, Vodun-no Deme,
a Fetish of the Fanti company of Amazons, led to a
bifurcation of the road. The left branch is a short
cut to the Jegbe Palace, of which more afterwards.
Close to the junction are the little hut villages of
Attako and Ishagga, named after the conquests of the
present reign : when the King breaks a town he builds
another, and is supposed to place there the poor rem-
nants of his captives. A little beyond and in the road .
is the Ugo ’li:* here is the celebrated shea butter-tree,
alluded to by every traveller, and apparently the only
fruitful Bassia in the country. It is short trunked,
twelve to fifteen feet high, thick branched, and mango-
shaped, with a tender green leaf, at first of a dark
. eolour, then waxing yellow and affording a dense shade,
in which a small market is held. It is now flowering,
and it will bear fruit in the rains. Then came a clear

* Ugo (shea butter-tree), ’li (for ali, a road). Aocording to Mr.
Duncan (vol. i. p. 285) this valuable tree was destroyed throughout
the land at the suggestion of the Spanish and Portuguese slavers—
which is incredible. He well describes the fruit and its various medi-
dicinal uses.
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space on the left of the road, called Van-van from a
Nago town conquered by Gezo. A “joji”* or tall
gallows of thin poles, with the Azan fetish fringe to
prevent the passage of calamity, then halted us: a
wisp of grass was handed to each of us, and we were
desired to throw it away to the fetish; whom may
Alah blight! The land around is called Leflefun,t
from the Nago people, whose chief, Chade, was slain by
King Gezeo, and who were finally settled here. The
eye dwells with delight upon the numerous country
villages, like the 115 towns of the tribe of Judah, and
upon the thin forest of palms rising from the tapestry of
herbage, here waving, there cut short, which combine to
make this spot the Fridaus or Paradise of Dahome-
land.

Presently we arrived at another terminus or bifurca-
tion, the left path leading to the houses of the Matro

and the Adanejan, the Komasi Palace, and the Uhun-
jro market. The next notable place was the Patin-li,
where the now grassy road widens out, and shows two
ragged lines of figs, calabashes, locusts, and oil palm
trees, This is also an Adan-gbno-ten or swearing-

* Jo (wind), ji (upen).
+ The Leffle-foo of Commander Forbes (vol i. p. 68).
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place, where the King halts before entering Agbome
from Kana, to receive the oaths of fidelity, and to hear
the brave talk of his high officials, especially the
military. A heap of ashes,* the usual sign of entering
a great fetish place, points to a white village of
Bo-hwé, tabernacles,t or fetish hovels, under huge
cotton woods, beginning at about 350 yards from the
town gate. The guardian or Janus is Bo, who is Legba
on a larger scale. The nearest fetish huts are six in
number, and are disposed across the road; a neat
compound for spiritual meetings rising from the grass
on the right hand. The hovels contamed effigies of
chamelions, speckled white and red ; horses known
only by their halters; squatting men, like Day and
Night at masquerades, half ‘mud-coloured and half
spotted ; others brown all over, and grinning with
cowrie-teeth ; and the largest a huge chalked gorilla,
intended to be hmman, and completely disgusting.
Beyond it, to the right of the path, was a single
swish ‘room, a fetish place, where the King sits before
entering his capital ; around it cluster dwarf thatches
sheltering attempts at leopards, and other holy beasts.

® (Called Afin (ashes), zura (heap), ji (upesn).
+ Levit, xxiii. 40.
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Near the city gate is another village of fetish hovels,
where a trivia leads on the right to the Yevogans
hereditary hamlets, straight in front to the capital, and
by the left to the Jegbe, the present ruler’s country
palace.

We are now at the Dosum-wen Agbo-nun,* the
feature which gives its name to Agbome, the capital.
The word signifying the “ town within the enceinte,” or
“ precincts ;” and it has the anomaly of being, and pro-
bably of ever having been, with gateways and without
walls. The Agbo is a mud screen of five steps or
courses, like the palace enceintes, fifteen to eighteen
feet high, and about 100 yards long. It is pierced with
two wedge-shaped gaps ; that to the right, as you front
it, is open for the public ; the other, and the largér, on
the left, is reserved for the ruler. The latter is perma-
nently blocked up with a stout hurdle, six feet high ; the
former is closed every night by a pair of similar fences,
tied to stout side-posts. Before the wall is a shallow
moat, well worn by human feet. Being pool-fronted
during the rains each more important gate is entered

* Meaning the town-gate of Dosum-wen, the name of the keeper. It
is called by Europeans the Kana gate, I have already explained the
meaning of Agbo-nun. Dr. M‘Leod (p. 95), translates Abomey, by ¢ Let
me alone.” (1)
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by a clay mound orvby two solid beams, overlaid with
rough planks, forming a bridge. Beyond the pas-
sage, at the ends, the moat is dense grown with trees,
especially with the thick and thorny acacia bush—in
these lands one of the best defences,—and it is prolonged
round the capital. It is never cleared. The outside
grass is removed, lest in burning the stubbles the Zun*
might catch fire. There are tunnels through the acacia
bush where people may go to gather leaves and plants
for simples : none of the lieges, however, are permitted,
under pain of severe palaver, to cross the ditch except
by the established entrances. There is a superstition
touching these bridges. In former reigns, if any sub-
Jject happened to fall when treading one of them he
lost his head, even as in olden times happened to a
dancer so committing himself or herself before the
King.t

Arrived at the Kana gate we descended from our
hammocks, whilst all our attendants bared their
shoulders, removed their hats, and furled our umbrellas,

* In all Yoruba towns the bush adjoining villages and towns is
spared for defence and shelter: at Abeokuta it is called * abu-si,” and
here ¢ zun,”

t See Dr, M‘Leod (p. 59). Mr. Duncan (vol. ji. p. 289), being lame,
was permitted by the fetishman, on the King’s order, to ride through the
gate, ‘“ at which every man seemed much amazed.”

VOL. I. v



290 A MISSION TO GELELE.

as if it were part of the King’s palace. Passing in, we
found on the ground, at each side of the gate, a small
black figure called a Bo-chio. A little higher up, and
let into the clay of the gap-side, is a human skull,*
with thigh bones and other amulets hanging about.
Inside there are two guard-houses, leading to the
Agbonun-khi, or “gate market,” one of the rude little
bazaars scattered about the town. Beyond it, and
placed to defend the entrance, are the remains of a
broken-down battery. On the ground, to the right of
the road, lie thirty-six, on the left thirty-five old guns,
with their touch-holes rivalling their muzzles, and with
trunnions in many cases knocked off, showing the in-
solent security of the place, and giving it already the
aspect of a ruin. Behind the right-hand battery is the
residence of the Gau, behind the left that of the Po-su ;
so, in the city of Great Benin, the “ Captain of War's”
establishment is at the entrance. Both are the usual
masses of huts, enclosed in the normal clay wall. The
establishment of the Commander-in-Chief is called Gau-
sra-men ;1 it is backed by “ Gau-hwe-gudo,” an open

* Bkulls are also nailed to doors, in token of respect for some dead
enemy. :
+ Sra means the slaves’ quarters, near the master’s house.
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space of grass and dwarf corn plants, and that quarter
of the town is still known as Agbo-kho-nun,* the sife
of the old gate which Agaja the Great removed to its
present position. It is evident, at the first glance, that
Agbome is built. less closely than Whydah ; and that
the open spaces and gardens, even in the thickest part
of the town, have greatly the better of the houses.

The blacksmith’s quarter, a field dotted with open
hovels, leads to the large enceinte of the old Meu : it
contains a prison for minor offenders, and the walls are
defended by a chevaux de frise of sharpened sticks.
We then arrived at an open space with a few trees to
the eastward of the “mighty carcase,” called the
Agbome Palace. The place was bounded on the north
by the usual entrance to a Dahoman royal abode, a
huge barn-like shed, built by Agaja, the fourth king,
and called “ Agrin-go-men”—“In Agrin’s Quiver.”t
On the west is the Ji-hwe, or Lofty Abode, by strangers
called the Cowrie-house. It is a two-storied barn

* Agbo (the enceinte), kho (old), and nun (side, or mouth).

t Others say by Aho (Adahoonzou I.) the second king. It is related
that when he importuned for more land Agrin, a petty chief of the
place, the latter exclaimed, ¢ Wouldst thou build in Agrin’s quiver ?”
He was duly slain, and the gate was erected according to his words.
The etymon is too like that of ¢ Dahome (Chapter V.) not to excite

our suspicions,
U2



292 A MISSION TO GELELE.

under a heavy thatch. The red-clay walls are split
from top to foot, and almost all of the thirty-eight
windows, or rather holes, in the frontage sides, and
four in the short ends, are shored up with sticks. Long
lines of cowries are suspended from the windows during ‘
the Customs, to astonish the weak minds of the lieges,
and these “ bawbees ” are afterwards removed.

Having learned my ceremonial by heart, I positively
refused to dismount at this place, and I found after-
wards that it was a mere impertinence on the part of
the Buko-no. We passed along the southern wall of the
Agbome Palace, our direction being from N.E. to S.W.
On the summit were a few rusty iron skull-holders, an
upright spike to pass through the cranium, with a ring
as handle, and in the lower part a thin crescent-shaped
bar for the base of the head to rest upon. There was
only one human relic, a great alteration since the days
of Sinmenkpen (Adahoonzou II.), who, though six
slavers were awaiting their loads at Whydah, excited
the admiration of his subjects by taking off 147 heads
to complete the ¢thatching of his house.”* The

* According to the History, the war-order of theKing to his Gau
was to ¢“thatch his house,” and in those days human skulls were placed
on the roofs of the sheds at the palace doors. None of the natives knew
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custom is evidently dying out, and Aghome will soon
ignore what the Persians would call her kalleh-
munar.” *

After passing a huge unrepaired rent in the Palace
walls, whose miserable tattered aspect was an emblem of
the decaying Empire, and after hastening from its dirty
drains, mere holes with a bright shrub springing from a
foul pool, we came to a second barn-like shed. It is
called the Agwaji Gate, and was built by King Tegbwe-
sun (Bossa Ahadi). Turning an angle we debouched
upon the palm leaf fence, denoting the new gate of
the present king, which, according to custom, he is
expected to complete. Near it is another large shed,
known as Agrin-masogbe.

We then reached the Grande Place of Agbome, the
scene of Gezo’s displays and receptions, but neglected
by the present king. The aspect reminded me of the
History’s description, “An assemblage of farmyards
with long- thatched barns.” Of these there were
about a dozen, large and small, intended to shelter the
the phrase, which is perhaps obsolete. The Komasi Palace, built by
Gezo, is quite free from this manner of ornamentation.

* A skull minaret, After a massacre, the heads were built up with

lime into a kind of tower, the Oriental modification of our cotemporary
hanging in chains.
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soldiery. As usual, a few shady trees, chiefly the
thick-leaved ficus, relieved the baldness of the view.
On the N.E. side, springing from the enceinte, was tl.le
Singbo, or two-storied house built by King Gezo, and
his favourite place of residence. Covered with a pent-
roof thatch, the walls were of clay, whose redness
blushed through the thin coat of chalk acting white-
wash, and the front was pierced for eight windows with
large shutters of pale-green, and small wickets. The
doorway was un-European, a dwarf barn of Dahoman
fashion, and we found there three umbrellas, white, blue,
and pink, the former belonging to the Governor of the
Palace.

This dignitary is an old servant of Gezo, once the
kan-gbo-de, or King’s store-keeper, but degraded, as has
been said, for presuming to ride up to the royal gate.
He is now known as Kpon-ne-mi—* Look for me!”
According to custom we dismounted before this palace.
The fat old man, in brass bracelets and pink checked
cloth, prostrated himself in front of the gate, whilst we
stood and bowed to it. He then snapped fingers, and
returning to the half-opened door, whispered in con-
sultation with some of the female inmates. Presently
he réturned with the formula, “ That the King’s wife,
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having inquired about every one in England, desired
us to go and eat, after which we should have her
message.”

Leaving the Singbo, we passed on the right another
huge barn entrance to the enceinte, supported by four-
teen mud pillars, and called Adan-jro’ko de.* It
shelters the two howitzers presented to the late Gezo
by the French Government ; they are not better treated
than tbe English presents at Abeokuta. Under a tree
in the squave-centre is a curious relic of the past—a
fine brass gun, gone in the touch-hole, and bearing as
inscription, “ Dordrect, 1640—Coenraet Wegewaert me
fecit.” It is therefore almost coeval with the Dahoman
kingdom.

The broad road on the south of the Agbome palace
was now lined with gazers, and the Court being at
Kana we did not suffer from the bell-women, the
peculiar plague of the place. Advancing, we turned
another abrupt angle, and facing west, passed on the
left the roomy and comparatively comfortable house of
Prince Chyudaton, where the luckier French lodge. A

* Adan (brave), jro (likes), ako (family, tribe), de (any one). Mean-
ing, if any people be brave and like (to fight, let them come and take

Dahome). Commander Forbes spoils all this fine sentiment in his
¢¢ Dangeh la Cordah.”
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few doors further placed us at the Buko-no’s establish-
ment—cow-houses, ultra-Arcadian in their simplicity—
of which the first sight was enough. These people so
dearly love domesticity that they make their houses
prisons to all inside, where there is no possibility of
privacy. From within you see only tall red walls, with
perhaps a few tree tops, and thatch roofs above and
beyond it, making the saddest impression upon a lover
of liberty. On the other hand, every word uttered can
be heard throughout the building, thus securing, as in a
ship, the two greatest and opposite undesirables. It is
evident that the King, unlike him of Ashanti, does not
visit the strangers’ quarters and drink palm-wine with
them.*

The establishment lies to the west of the Agbome
palace, insulated as usual, and the parallelogram of
about 300 ft. each way is not quite square with the
cardinal points, our principal room fronting E. S. East.
The enceinte is bisected by a high wall with a single
door, which is carefully closed at night. Our landlord
and his many wives are to the eastward of us; we
could hear the laughter of these merry dames, but only

" Nor is it at present ¢ etiquette” for the King of Dahome to visit
even his highest officers.
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one old specimen ever leaves the house by that door.
We occupy the western half, lately vacated by Sedozau,
a son of the King, and the first item of two sets of
twing présented to royalty by the she-Yevogan, who
thus took the initiative in making him a father. We
entered by a southern gateway with the customary
thatch : in aftertimes the King’s Dr. Dee was ever
hanging it with his superstitious frippery. The door
was a screefi of bamboo fronds with native hinges, a
pole working in wooden cups. This entrance led into
a kind of outer court, containing only a shed for the
hammock-men, who left it uncleaned for two months.
An opposite doorway opened upon the backyard, a
mixture of filth and fetish of which more presently.
Another adit through a wall to the right led to our
private quarters: it had fortunately a stout wooden
planking, which we closed when privacy was desirable.
Our lodging was a barn 45 feet long, by 27 feet
deep. A thick thatch, like the East Indian chappar,
descended within 4'50 feet of the ground, and rested
on a double line of strong posts buried in the earth.
The north-eastern angle of the roof formed a kind of
false gable, or single pavilion wing like the Kobbi of
Abeokuta, here called “ kho-zwe,” or house-corner. The
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verandah had an earth-step, some eight inches high, to
keep out the rain, with a descent to the floor of tamped
earth. The low ceiling was of rough sticks, plastered,
like the walls, with native white-wash. '

After the verandah we entered the “hall,” an apart-
ment 20 feet by 10. On the left was an earthen
estrade, about thirty inches high, a sleeping platform for
domestic servants. In front was a small dark room,
hot to the last degree, as are all places in this country
where the wind cannot penetrate. I at once knocked
a window through the back wall of clay, which was two
feet thick, provided it with a shutter made out of a
claret case, and turned it into a tolerable study. At-
tached to it was a dark and windowless store-room,
whence the “ drivers ” sallied out once a week ; having,
however, a door, a lock, and a key, it saved us many a
gallon of rum and bag of cowries. On the right of the
hall and study were two small dark rooms, and, lastly,
an open verandah occupied the whole depth of the
house under the false gable; it had in one corner a
raised earth-rim for a balneary, and a drain to draw off
the water. Opposite this verandah a strip of courtyard
was divided by a jealous party wall from the Buko-no’s
quarters.
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The front court, facing to the E.S.East, commanded
a view of the top of a pollarded calabash, and a blasted
tree upon which the early vultures prospected for
carrion. The back yard* contained sundry heaps of
offal, the “cook-houses,” and the lares of the young
prince, who had been given by his father to the
Buko-no, with the object of learning medicine, and
perhaps of preventing poison. I must describe them
at some length to show the intricate practical worship
of this people. Shortly after my arrival, hearing my
velléité for curiosities, even under sacrilegious circum-
stances, two fetish youths made their appearance in
the evening, knelt down before the domestic altar,
prayed, broke some of the images, and went away
declaring that they had called out the fetish, and that
I might, after this evocatio deorum, do my worst.
Similarly we removed all the fetish from the lodging-
house, and the Buko-no only laughed—this was en
régle: of course we could not have turned it out
of his.

The roof of the Bo-kho, Bo-temple, or Lararium, had
been allowed to fall, exposing the worshipful inmates
to every weather. There were two sets of grotesque

* Here called ¢ Kho-gudu,” the ¢ Ipaka” of the Egbas.
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figures ranged in a row opposite one another. That to
the south numbered six. 1. A bit of iron-stone clay
stuck round with feathers, and planted on a swish clay
step a couple of inches high. 2. A little Bo-doll, in a
cullender or perforated pot. 3. An earthenware basin
with a circular base, surrounded with the Azan or
fetish palm-girdle, and the Asen (Sein ?), or Twin-iron*
stuck in the ground before it. 4. A Nlon-gbo, or
Sheep fetish, very easily confounded with—5. An Avun,
or canine, provided with any number of claws. Finally,
No. 6 was an awful looking human face in alto-relief, flat
upon its base, a swish square, with a short stake planted
behind it, three small earthen pots rising from its
wrinkled forehead ; its huge gape of cowrie teeth, and
eyes of the same, set in red clay, were right well
calculated to frighten away, as it is intended to do,
witcheraft from the devotee.

The other set occupied three sides of the dwarf roof-
less hut ruin, and embraced everything necessary for
man's welfare. A red clay kpakpa, or duck,t with a line

* It is formed of two iron cones, eymbal-shaped, and very like the
extinguisher of a candle, fastened to a single stem six inches long. It
is generally planted in a lump of clay behind the Hoho pots, which will
presently be explained, and thus forms a domestic altar.

t Clearly an onomatopeetic word, like our ¢ Quack.”
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of feathers round its neck, and an artificial tail, if duly
adored, makes the prayerful strong. A Bo male image,

half black half white, even to the wool, and hung with a
necklace of beasts’ skulls; with a pair of Hoho-zen, or
twin pots, two little double pipkins of red clay, big pipe-
bowls, united like the Siamese twins, and covered with
white-washed lids to guard the water offering, would
protect Sedozan and his brother from the ills to which
twin-flesh is heir. There was also a So-hwe, or “ stick
beat,” a wooden stump eighteen inches high and eight
inches in diameter, wrapped in old palm-leaf and dirty
calico, with a string of cowries hanging from its sooty
summit, and an Achatina shell on the higher of the two
dwarf steps forming its base. If a stone be struck upon
the top of this invaluable article the enemy certainly
sickens and dies. Defence against disease was secured
by a clay parallelogram, puddinged half with cowries and
half with pottery-bits stuck edgeways, and supporting
an Asen-iron and an Asiovi or fetish axe; by a red clay
Bo-man with a beard of poultry feathers and the left
side stuck with fragments of earthenware; and by a
Bo-pot containing a heap of black earth rising to a ball,
and supporting a fetish iron. Proper respect for the
rainbow was shown by the presence of its favourite
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ceramic,* containing a clay snake, with two small red
feathers for horns. Finally, there was a pair of
“Iro” or philters, which, rubbed on after the bath,
obtain from man loan of moneys, from woman the don
d’amoureuse merci : the one was a pot, the other a cala-
bash, full of filthy-looking grease, capped by the skulls
of a dog and of some other animal, one to each.

For the distances and other peculiarities of the road
between Whydah and Agbome, the reader is referred
to Appendix I. It may be observed that the length
of the journey has shrunk, with wonderful regularity, to
the present year. Mr. Lamb (1724) gives 200 miles
from the port to the capital; Mr. Norris (1772),
112 miles ; Mr. Dalzel (1793), 96 miles; Commander
Forbes (1849), 90 miles ; Commodore Wilmot (1863),
65 miles ; the general opinion being 75 miles.+ I found
(1864), by meridional observations of Sirius, a direct
distance of 514 geographical miles between the beach-
town Whydah and the English house, whilst my sketch
map gave 62 to 63 indirect miles.

* For a more detailed notice of these pots—each deity has its own—
the curious reader will consult Chapter XVII.

+ M. Borghero (1861) made 150 indirect kilométres to Kana, but he
passed round the longer Toffo road. M. Jules Gérard (1863) reckoned
fifty indirect English statute miles from Whydah to Kana.



CHAPTER XI.
THE KING ENTERS HIS CAPITAL.

OvR arrival at the unpleasant domicile which was to
be our home for nearly two months, was a signal for
the Buko-no Uro to begin operations.* This delle téte de
mort craved an audience, and, after the customary
“ ambages,” requested me to open before him the four
boxes of presents forwarded by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment. His object was to secure the first news for the
royal ears, hoping thereby—excuse the phrase—to
curry a little favour. The boxes had been stored in
his own magazine ; however, I of course refused to
touch them, except inside the palace, and I told him to
meddle with them at his peril. He pleaded usage, and
the custom of the country. I rejoined that it was a
false plea, the present being the first mission from Her
Majesty’s Government to the King, consequently that

* The second is a Bo name, belonging to his father.
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there could be no precedent. Hoping, however, thereby
to exert some influence in the matter of human sacri-
fice, I read out my “ Message,” as instructions are
locally called, and regretted to receive only the ste-
reotyped replies. The Buko-no, however, was duly
warned, that if any attempt was made to put to death
victims in our presence, it would be the signal for our
return to Whydah. Which was, of course, duly
reported.

The next day, December 21, was to witness the
King’s ceremonious- return to his capital. At noon, a
dusty-browed messenger rushed in, saying, that royalty
was approaching ; and we. heard cannon-shots, de-
noting that the King was halted at the Adan-blon-
noten, receiving the homage of his war chiefs. The
Buko-no ordered out his horse and “ tail,” and presently
came in a green sheet to fetch his strangers. I was
taken in for the first, and not the last, time before the
day of our dismissal. The fact is, this veteran so
believed in the usage of Dahome, that he considered
us to be, like other white men, during our residence at
the capital, mere slaves of the King. I flatter myself
that when we lefi he had greatly modified that opinion.
On this occasion, our uniforms having been left at
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Kana, we were compelled to wear the ordim;.ry mourn-
ing attire of Englishmen when they want to be merry.
As the King approved of this proceeding, I resolved
for the future to confine uniform to the more cere-
monious occasions within the palace.

We rode in our hammocks by a short cut, instead
of down the broad south-western road, flanking the
Agbome Palace. The sun was deadly, not being
tempered by the sea-breeze, which, at this season,
rarely blows before 3 p.M. We then turned south-
wards, along a large thoroughfare, towards the Ako-
chyo-gbo-nun gate.* These streets are formed, like
those of Whydah, by the walls of the habitations,
thus giving them a populous look : they are, however,
mere shams, and forest-bush rises close behind them.
On the right there is an open space, with a 10 iron-
gun battery scattered upon the ground. We furled
our umbrellas, and, dismounting, marched through the
gate, a gap in an incontinuous wall, like that before
described. It opened upon the Uhun-jro + market, a
broad space, whence the huts had been cleared, and

* Ako (tribe, family), chyo (all), agbo’nun (gate) ; meaning, that all
the world must come to visit Dahome.

+ Uhun-jro, or Uhun-jlo, is derived from the fact that a bombax from
a conquered place was there transplanted by Gezo«

VOL. I. X
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where men were raising a scaffold of tree trunks,
barked, and rudely squared. On the other side was
the tattered wall of the royal precincts: the lowest
of the five courses of mud masonry was much injured
by contact with the ground. Passing under a scatter
of trees, where women were seated, vending edibles,
we remarked a man standing, gagged,* in front of a
drummer, and we were told that he was a criminal, left
for execution at the next Customs. Here the pace
was quickened (it is not respectful to pass the Palace
except in a hurry), and a summons from the King
must be obeyed with ostentatious alacrity. On the
left of the road, and distinguished by the careful
sweeping of the space in front, is a large fetish-house,
a long shed, called Nesu-hwe, and dedicated to Nesu,
the peculiar Dahoman fetish, the tutelary numen ot
the empire.

Turning to the south, we dismounted, as the rule is,
at the south-eastern corner of the Komasi Palace, built,
as I have said, by King Gezo. We passed the
Komasi gate, the usual barn, with twenty-seven wooden

* The instrument is a Y-shaped stick; the sharp end touches the
palate, whilst the fork embraces the tongue, so that the criminal, how-
ever much he may suffer, cannot cry out. The gag is used, because,
if a man speak to the King, he must be pardoned. :
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posts, and with the two stunted and pollarded trees
forming, with a bamboo, the forca, common to every
palace gate. To the cross-pieces hung the normal
Jo-susuy, a little square mat, with narrow perpendicular
stripes, alternately red and black, and a calabash,
painted in ruddy and whitey-red speckled sections,
like those of a melon, and by bundles of Bo-so, freshly
painted Bo-sticks or truncheons, at each side, completed
the defences of the entrance. - From this the ruler
will issue to perform the Customs, and his seat
will be a little to the proper right of the door.* At
the time only a few men and women soldiery, with
tall white bonnets, like Sepoys’ shakos in former
times, lounged at the gate. Thence, guided by the
Buko-no, whose band was never silent, we went to a
tall tree, near the Agwaji, or southern gate ; a large
thatch, with sixteen mud pillars; and we placed our
stools under its thin shade, witnessing the usual
dancihg.

The space about the Palace is clear, as in Great
Benin ; but here there are no strews of skulls and
skeletons. The only fragment of a man was a cranium,
nailed together with a white flag to the trunk, under

* T thereby mean the left side, as one stands opposite it.
X 2
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the lowest boughs of a large tree opposite the Komasi
gate. As usual in Yoruba towns, where they build
loosely to avoid the fires which annually devastate
elbowing Lagos, the open space in which the multitude
will gather for the Customs was scattered over with
palms, calabashes, and figs, with a natural ablaqueation,
their roots having been bared by rain. There were,
besides two mean fetish-houses, only three remarkable
objects in it. The first was a scaffolding, gradually
rising, opposite the palace. The next was the Adan-
zan, a round house, with rough posts, supporting a
conical thatch roof, capped with a white pennon. The
two opposite entrances were each flanked by two small
sentinel huts, with clay walls, and shaped somewhat
like old bee-hives. The interior showed two flights,
each of eight mud steps, barred against intruders, and
the interior was concealed by screens of matting.
Before campaigning, the King here swears, in the
presence of his soldiery, what he will do, and listens to
their terrible boasting of valour. On such occasions,
the roof and screens are removed.* The third was a

* This was a ceremony introduced by King Gezo. I was told that
the present King keeps it up, but during my stay at Agbome it was
not performed.
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fine Bombax, enclosed in a dwarf mud wall, and called
Bwekon-uhun, the Bwe-kon cotton-wood, under which
Gezo used to sit before he built the Komasi Palace.
The name Bwe-kon,* meaning a happy or auspicious
spot, is also applied to the large southern and detached
suburb, divided from the royal house by.the open
space, and by three wall-less sheds, where the troops
sit. It contains the Bwe-kon Hwe-"gbo, or big house,
built by Agongoro (Wheenoohew). The other tene-
ments are those of men about Court, and many Aja
and Takpa t captives are settled here. Beyond Bwe-
kon, again, is the Jegbe Palace, of which more here-
after.

We observed the place narrowly, on account of its
connection with the coming executions. Long strings
of people, especially women, who apparently do little
else, were passing to and fro, carrying on their heads
monstrous baskets and calabashes, “ wide as the old'
Winchester bushel,” with food for their mistresses the
soldieresses. Shortly after 1 p.M. two umbrellas, white
and pink, preceded by musketeers, announced the
arrival of Agbota, senior Governor of Whe-gbo, and of

* Bwe (happy), kon (living).
+ Chapter XXI.
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Azogbe, his lieutenant. They rode followed by four red
caps, the Porto Novian “ alufas ”: the latter seated
themselves a little to our right, under the same tree,
but not on chairs.

The next move was the approach of five musketeers,
bringing provision from the King; one basket con-
taining “ Akansan” in leaves, and a bowl of palm stew,
the other full of papaws and oranges. Guests are
rationed from the palace during their stay in Agbome,
where it is almost impossible to buy a sufficiency of
food even for a small party ; but the allowance, which
is at first liberal, soon waxes small by degrees, espe-
cially after the presents are given, and ends in semi-
starvation. The King is, doubtless, unaware of this
proceeding, which all agree comes from the women
officials to whom the royal order has been issued : per-
haps, when the time of disetfe is setting in, a bribe to
the “ English mother ” would put off the evil day.
Other slaves then came up, bringing the card-table and
the old liqueur-case, wherein we found something
withal to pass the time. But it is with potables here
as with edibles ; the stranger begins with the best in
the cellar, and ends with trade gin and rum. = We soon
found the necessity of being accompanied by a little
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canteen, the gift of my amiable and enterprising friend,
Paul du Chaillu ; and it rendered us true service.

Presently, riding a little nag, as if on a side saddle,
and shaded by an umbrella hat of woven palm leaves,
came the Prince Chyudaton, sucking the usual lettuce
leaf, and accompanied by the normal retinue. He lay
down on a mat beside his old friend the Buko-no, for
whom he entertains a supreme contempt, regarding
him, from the proud stand-point of his own civilisation,
as an ancient bushman who knows nothing of the
whites. They ate some “ Akansan,” and drank water,
of which these people always carry a store in bottles,
covered, for coolness, with quilted jackets.  After
joining us in a glass of the royal liquor, they propped
their heads on their footstools and slept—the Dahoman
practice to while away time. A lately captured
Abeokutan was brought before us; he danced, and
seemed to articipate “ capital fun.” This is a prodf,
if one be required, that in Dahome all male adult
captives are not killed or sold, and we afterwards saw
many of his brotherhood. ‘

At 345 p.M., after causing us to sit three mortal
hours—these people have no bowels of compassion—a
long line of flags and umbrellas, debouching from the
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eastern road,* formed in masses at the other end of
the open space, somewhat as in a theatre. Then, with
the braying of trumpets and the beating of drums,
they began to pass round in review order. The right
shoulder is preseuted to the King’s gate, the Pradak-
shina of the Hindus, opposed to the Arab Tawaf, or
circumambulation, which turns the left side to a vene-
rated object ; and we shall observe this in all future
processions. The Captains danced and skipped like
the Salii, their attendants firing and skirmishing before
them. As is customary, the juniors came first, five
warriors and worthies of the King leading the rest.t
They were followed by the Po-su, the ¢ place” of
the Matro, and the Gau, in a black felt, riding: a
“tattoo,” and accompanied by his agminal umbrella,
of red, blue, and buff colours. Followed three ca-
boceers,} and two of the King’s half-brothers, Bosu Sau |
and Nuage. The 15th was Assoyon, under a white
umbrella, with twelve men dancing and sham-fighting
before him ; followed by Assogban and Akhokhwe, a
half-brother of the King, with a fancy umbrella and

* The southern entrance is sometimes preferred.
+ Viz., the Aloghan, Akpi, Dokhenun, Akati, and Ahwibame.
1 Viz., the Kade, Jogbwenun, and Apwejekun.
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an escort of seventeen men. Two other caboceers*

preceded the place of Chyudaton, who was sitting with
us, and the 21st{ umbrella ushered in the Bi-wan-ton,
a man with a pleasant expression, whose escort was a
fancy umbrella and ten men. The Adanejan, habited
in a red and blue tunic, and riding, woman-like, a
little pony, was preceded by sixty men, firing and
dancing, accompanied by plain red and white fancy
flags, and followed, like most of the others, by his big
drum on a man’s head, another beating it from behind,
as if braining it. _

After a short pause, the old Adukonun, a brother
of the late king, advanced, followed by the Tokpau, a
war chief, who fired his gun from the shoulder, under
an umbrella speckled white and blue. The 26th party,
that of the Awobi, preceded the Yevo-gan of Whydah
with a French tricolor, a white umbrella, and an escort
of fifty men : he rode, and waved hands to us as he
passed. Four other worthies ushered in the highest
official of the empire, the senior Min-gan. His dress
was a war-tunic and a Lagos smoking-cap; with pipe

* Viz., the Akho, with a fancy umbrella and fourteen men, and the
Tkwenun, with a white umbrella and nineteen men.
t+ Viz., the Tokonun-vissau, who was on horseback.
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in mouth. he rode a nag handsomely caparisoned, under
a white fancy umbrella. He was numerously escorted,
and was followed by a big drum, and by rattles, dis-
coursing hideous music. Being a man of the old school,
-he studiously avoided looking towards us, lest he might
be compelled.to salute.

The lesser chiefs, after passing once round the square,
if I may so call it, crossed, and formed a line of um-
brellas opposite the Komasi gateway. The high digni-
taries performed their circuits in the order before
described, the Min-gan immediately preceding the 33rd
party, which was that of the King.

The royal cortége consisted of about 500 musketeers
and blunderbuss men : it was preceded by skirmishers,
under the command of Adan-men-nun-kon, “ Blue”
Captain. They were accompanied by one skull stand-
ard, and eight flags, white, red, anchor-marked, and
fancy ; and they were followed by two gorgeous um-
brellas. Immediately in front of the King were borne
two leather shields, sections of cylinders, white; with
black patterns, upraised horizontally at the full length
of the bearer’s arm. They are a remnant of the old
days, when the Dahoman soldiery was armed with
muskets, cutting swords, and shields ; the latter carried
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by boy squires, of whom one was told off for training
to each man-at-arms. The weapon is now looked updn
as a kind of ®gis. Near the shields stalked two big
“ bold dragoons,” in brass helmets and huge black
horse-tails.* They had guns as long as spears. Be-
hind them, in a white calico case, and capped with a
snowy plurhe, the iron Bo-fetish stick, called  kafo,”
announced the presence of royalty. The King rode
under four white umbrellas ; and three parasols, yellow,
purple, and blue-red, were waved and twisted over him,
to act as fans. When he passed before us, exchanging
salutes, there was the usual “ Tohu wa Bohu,” a frantic
rush, filling the air with red dust, a swarming of men
around him, “riotously and routously,” and a feu
denfer from their weapons. Following a huge fetish
axe came the band, mostly boys, whose thirty rattles,
thirty cymbals, and dozens of drums, added their din
to the wildness of the spectacle. A crowd of slaves
then appeared, laden with large Gold Coast chairs,
boxes and baskets of cowries, bottles, decanters, and
other articles : in fact, it was the commissariat, with a

* Mr. Norris mentions a troop of forty women, with silver helmets :
such wealth has long disappeared. A French merchant presented to
King Gezo 100 brilliant casques of pompters.
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suspicion of bakhshish or largesse. The rear was
brought up by two shabby war-umbrellas, white and
blue, whilst a tattered flag announced the arriére-garde.

The King went round twice, in an antiquated red-
lined vehicle, a mongrel between a cab and a brougham.
It was drawn by men, who, at the third circuit, raised
it upon their shoulders :—the African labourer will do
the same with his wheelbarrow. The fourth and fifth
tours were made in a Bath chair, a late present from a
committee of English philanthropes ; the sixth time it
was carried aloft, like the carriage. The royal circuits
are usually three ; the extraordinary number was pos-
sibly intended to afford me an opportunity of “book-
ing” the procession; besides which, the ruler, being
young, is, as will be remarked throughout the Cus-
toms, fond of change. The King pressed his mouth
with a thick kerchief, to keep out the dust. As an
old traveller says of the Whydah monarch, “he
seems of a good free temper, and full of mirth and
kindness, especially when he intends to beg a boon.”
This day he looked wearied and cross, an expression
not unfrequent upon the brow of royalty in all lands.
‘We must consider, however, that he went a total of
ten circuits of the square, representing some five miles
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of dust and din. We were afterwards informed that
he had been slightly indisposed at Kana; but had
positively refused to break an appointment with his
“ white friend.” Illness is rare with him: M. Wallon
says he was sickly in youth ; despite reports he shows
no traces of debility now. It is wonderful to see the
amount of labour which he endures in the form of
pleasure, and the cheerfulness which he maintains
under his enjoyments: he seldom misses a day in
public, and he ends by tiring out the whole Court.
When the male chiefs and soldiery had made their
sixth round, they joined the line of umbrellas on the
south-east of the square. The King then transferred
himself and his most gorgeous canopies to the Ama-
zonry, which was massed at the mouth of the eastern
road. Presently, preceded by skirmishers, firing, and
ringing their sharp bells, the women, forming three
corps, that they might appear the more numerous,
dashed into the square. The first brigade was that of
the she-Mingan, four white umbrellas and two flags:
some were in parade uniform, others in their travelling
garb—brown tunics. This small party was followed
by its band, and, at a short distance, by the twenty-
one umbrellas and the five flags of the she-Meu’s troop,
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concluding with their music. After three turns, danc-
ing, singing, and firing muskets and blunderbusses, they
retired to the east of the palace.

The royal body-guard, called the Fanti,* now ap-
peared upon the stage. Their skirmishers, young
women in high training, performed with great agility.
Then came twelve fancy flags, escorted by half a dozen
razor women, who were followed by a platter, contain-
ing a calabash adorned with skulls. Immediately before
the King were two crimson leather shields, held up as
the others were by the men. The Morarch was carried
by twelve women, in a hammock of yellow silk, hanging
from a pole, about thirteen feet long, black, set with
silver sharks, and shod at both ends with brass. Three
royal umbrellas, blue, red, and yellow, defended him
‘from the sun, and he was fanned by three parasols,
which were not the same as before. Again we re-
marked amongst this people the inordinate hankering
after change, novelty, and originality, even in the most
trivial matters, and the failure which results from their
poverty of, or rather their deficiency in, invention.
After the royal hammock came the bands—rattles,

* Or Gold Coast Corps, in somewhat better discipline than the late
unlamented G. C. A,



THE KING ENTERS HIS CAPITAL. 319

cymbals, and drums—with two white umbrellas ; and
the rear was brought up by the baskets and baggage
of the commissariat, and by the flags of the arriére-
garde. )

After the King had made four circuits, the beginning
of the end was shown by the old To-no-nun crouching
near our table. “It” was dressed in a blue velvet
cap, a blanket jacket, and cotton tights, and “it”
looked more like a guenon than a human. Gelele
halted opposite us, and sundry of the elder Dakros
brought for us four large coloured decanters of rum,
and small bottles of trade liqueur, which were received
by the chief eunuch. Strangers are sometimes ad-
dressed personally at the end of these parades. On the
present occasion, fatigue, souring temper, abridged
ceremony. The King and Fanti cortége then stood
aggrouped to the west of the square, where a heavy
salute of blunderbusses was fired. They finally passed
round to the east, and slowly defiled through the
Komasi gate, folding their umbrellas, in token that the
“ play ” was done. The men soldiers indulged in a
frantic carrousel opposite the palace, furiously dragging
the empty old brougham round and round, shouting,
screaming, and firing their weapons like madmen. We
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waited till the square was clear of women, and at
545 p.M. we retired from the Laus-Perennis of row
and riot, with the usual finale to a Dahoman parade—
"a headache. Our guides, the Buko-no and the Prince
Chyudaton, retired to &reakfast.



CHAPTER XII
THE PRESENTS ARE DELIVERED.

At night a violent tornado, whose sheets of flying
water could hardly be called rain, and a heavy shower
in the morning, convinced our hosts that we were
“ good men, whose palaver would be soft as water, not
hot as fire.” The next day (December 22) ought to
have been one of rest, but the King could not curb
his impatience to see the presents sent by Her Ma-
jesty’s Government. A final attempt to make me open
the boxes was vainly made by the Buko-no, who then
forwarded them under protest to the palace. I could
see, however, by his face that the absence of certain
highly coveted articles had been reported, and had
excited royal dissatisfaction. Our offerings* to the

‘¥ We presented to the King:—  And to the English Mother :—
1 picture. 1 fathom silk kerchief.
1 box French perfumery. 1 piece figured calico
2 pieces merinos. (Madras).

YOL. I. Y
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King and to the English mother *—whom, by-the-by,
I have never seen—were at once shown and given over
to the Buko-no, as a matter of little moment.

At 10°15 A.M. we set out to the Komasi Palace, and
placed our chairs opposite the Agwaji gate. Presently
Prince Chyudaton, after prostrating, shovelling dust,
and kissing the ground, before the Komasi entrance,
under the tree with the ominous fruit, joined us. The
party was completed by the Buko-no, who issued from

1 piece erimson silk.

1 silk kerchief.
1 case curagoa.
1 dozen coloured glass tumblers.

Mr, Bernasko gave to the King:—  To the Bukosno:—
1 carpet. 10 yards silk.
1 case of liqueur. 1 piece Matires.
1 piece blue Danes. 2 silk kerchiefs.

1 pair razors.

Sundry other presents of cloth must be given to the landlord and the
ehief officers. These, however, I reserved for the exit.

* At the Court of Dahome every man must have at least one mother,
and she may be twenty years his junior. The King's actual parent is
pow alive; when she departs, he must supply her place by selection.
For each monarch in the dynasty there is, as will be seen, an old woman
mother. The ¢ mothers” of the high officials are the correspoading
honours. For instance, the she-Min-gan is popularly called the ¢ he-
Min-gan’s mother.” Many have two ¢ mothers,” an -old one for the
last, and & young one for the present reign. Visitors communieate with
the ‘¢ methers  of their several nations. As will be seen, ¢ mothers’’
is the official title of the ¢ Amazons”—hence the eustom.
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the palace, by the fat Adanejan, and by the Bi-wan-
ton, or junior Meu, who acts as the Master of Cere-
monies in the absence of his principal. These worthies
were in poor “Hausa tobes,” showing that we were
not likely to see royalty that day.

After waiting causelessly half an hour, we received a
summons to enter. Removing our uniform caps, we
passed through the Gate of Tears into a deep, glosmy
barn, s0 dark that we could bhardly distinguish the two
characteristic featunes, women selling provisions on the
right, and on the left Gezo’s immense war-drum,
chapletted with skulls.* The inner court, which we
were fated to learn by heart, bore a family resemblance
to that of Kana. Here, however, the westerly side
was a partially whitewashed royal store-house for cloth,
cowries, and rum—the notes, silver, and copper of the
country. At its northern extremity, a rough ladder
led to an immense boarded-up window in the second
story, and giving to the whole the gppearance of a

* This, thenational oriflamme, is called Nun.(with a very nasal N,
sounding like N, a thing), @ (that), pwe (able), to (he that does). It
is a title assumed by King'Gezo, and meaning, ¢ He is able-to do ang-
thing .he likes.” As will be seen, it was first taken by him when he
imported from England a carriage and horses, and it is applied ‘to.a
gloth, and to other artioles of Dahoman vanity. o
T2
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grange. At the bottom of the court was the usual
thatched barn, like the men’s guard-house outside ; and
four white, with three tulip-tinted, umbrellas, showed
the King’s place. The square was scattered over with
trees and fetish. On the right side were five Legbas
under one little thatch. To the left rose four fetish
huts, each containing a dwarf whitewashed idol. The
most remarkable figure, a Janus, composed of two
naked bodies joined & fergo, was made of dark clay,
with glaring white eyes, and two pair of antlers, bending
inwards. Probably this “ Auld Hornie ” has been bor-
rowed from the Portuguese idea of Sathanas.

The list of presents has been given in the Preface. I
may be allowed to say of them a few words.

1. The tent was found to be too small, and, indeed,
to sit under it for an hour would have been hardly
possible. We were obliged to pitch it with our own
hands, which evinced complication, and, in a land of
white ants, metal, not wooden, pegs were required, as
Mr. Edgington, whose cards fell in a shower from the
boxes, should have known. The article was handsome,
more 8o, perhaps, than anything belonging to the King ;
yet [the only part of it admired was the gingerbread
lion on the pols-top. = .
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2. The pipe was never used, Gelele preferring, for
lightness, his old red clay and wooden stem.

3. The belts caused great disappointment : all the
officials declared that &racelets had been mentioned to
Commodore Wilmot. Africans are offended if their
wishes are not exactly consulted, and they mulishly
look upon any such small oversight as an intended
slight.

4. The silver waiters were very much admired, and
their use was diligently inquired into.

5. The coat of mail was found too heavy ; and, as it
will certainly be hung up, fired at, and broken by the
King, a common cuirass would have been better. The
gauntlet was too small, and, like the former article, not
galvanized. ’

But what about the carriage and horses ?

I vainly, for the dozenth time, explained the difficulty
of sending them. It was disposed of at once with con-
summate coolness. Carriages had been brought, and
could come again. If the horses died upon the beach at
Whydah, no matter. King Gezo, after obtaining an
equipage, had taken the strong name Nun-u-pwe-to,
and the son burned to emulate the sire. My hints
touching the propriety of some concession, on their
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part, in the cause of humanity, were as cavalierly
ignored. '

A fow words touching presents to African princes,
the sole object of whose foreign friendships is to obtair
them, and with whom those who pay the highest are,
and ever will be, the most powerful. I have already
mentioned one requisite for contenting them, namely,
attending to their wishes. A second and a third are,
that the gifts should be rich and showy, or, at least,
well assortis,* and that they should not come too often.
Et is commonly supposed in England, that anything is
good enough for a barbarian ; and I have seen presents
sent out which a West-African chief would hardly
think of giving to his slave. The old days of the ¢raité
familiarised the higher ranks with a kind of magnifi-
cence, and they have not forgotten it.

At Dahome, everything given to the King is carried

* In Dahome, for instance, at the present time : A silver liqueur-case,
with six bottles, each labelled, and a dozen strong and ornamented
glasses; a pair of portable mahogauy tables, about three feet in dis-
meter; a dozen good chairs for guests: they must be of irom, or they
will be broken in a month; a strong lantern for might use; English
Union Jacks, and other flags—the bigger and gaudier the better. On
one occasion the King sent me a message, that he vehemently wanted
some large banners insoribed with Her Majesty’s august name. Finally,
all these African. kings, from Gelele to Rumanika of Karagwah, are
délighted with children’s toys, gutta-percha fans, Noah’s Arks; in feet;
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to the palace during the hours of darkness, and is con-
cealed with care from the multitude. On the other
hand, the meanest article presented by him, after being
paraded round the squares, that the King’s munificence
may be known to the whole world, is sent in state to the
happy recipient’s house. Under these circumstances,
it is some satisfaction to know that the “ dash” in
these regions, like the bribe in Asia, is omnipotent.

On the present occasion, the King never even uttered
an expression of gratitude. His disappointment soen
pierced through his politeness, which was barely re-
tained by a state of feeling best expressed in our
pepular adage,—* Better luck next time,” especially in
the matter of an English carriage and horses:

When the tent had been pitched, the other boxes
were carried by three juvenile captainesses under the
King’s barn-verandah, and we were summoned by the
eld slave women to open them. Despite their respect;
and almost adoration, for the royal person, all the bar-
barian officiality present made trial of the pipe and the
gauntlets. They asked us to do the same, when I

what would be most acceptable to a child of eight—which the negro is.
Unfortunately, I could find none upon the coast, where they are used
only in the Batanga ivory trade.
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informed them that such was not our idea ef respect to
crowned heads. The young Amazons presently bore the
gifts into the interior, carefully closing the. door,—a
huge, rudely cut board, carved into a human head, with
stripes for hair, a face, and a knife, with other Fetish
objects, stuck about it. The messengers brought us
water and Akansan bread,* which my companions
mixed with the element. A bottle of Medoc was pro-
duced from the royal cellar: it was lukewarm, and
far too sour to drink. Yet I have no doubt but that it
was bought with gold. This is the inevitable result of
trading with slavers, who sell the worst of everything
for the highest prices ; the refuse of European markets
for a cargo which, if successful, fetches ten times its cost
price. Upon this subject the Dahomans have not been
blinded ; but, like children, they want to eat and keep
their pudding, to combine the profits of illicit with the
benefits of licit commerce, and the constant formula is,
that what white men have done, white men must undo.

Presently the young women returned, bearing the
royal request that we would withdraw to our former

* See Chapter V. This custom of placing a table before the visitor
with ¢ plenty of refreshment, both of solids and liquids,” was practised
by King Gezo.—Mr. Duncan, vol. i. p. 243,
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place under the thin tamarind. This was to enable the
“ King's wives ” to inspect the tent without approaching
too near us. The Amazons again disappeared to re-
port, and they soon brought back a dismissal decanter
of rum, with the evil tidings that my ¢ Message”
would be heard at another opportunity.

At 1415 p.M. we retired, after the unusually short
corvée of three hours. The rain-sun was dangerous
when it broke through the clouds, despite occasional
puffs of cool sea-breeze. We entered the house in
time to escape a heavy storm from the east, rising
against the lower wind. It had all the characteristics
of a tornado, rattling, crackling thunder, with pro-
longed electric crepitations ; vivid, rose-coloured, forked
lightning appearing to lick the earth with the tip of
its fiery tongue ; and gusts, that tore the thatched
roofs from the houses, and sounded like discharges of
artillery. Parenthetically, we hardly ever had a shower
without these displays of electricity, and the Whydah
men characteristically complained that I had brought
them too near heaven. Rain fell in lozenges, like the
cross-hatching of engravers’ shadows, and afterwards
in perpendicular torrents, that flooded the clayey ground
in a few minutes. The mass of storm shifted gradually
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to the nerth, and cleared away after two hours, allaying
for as many days the vehement plague of dust.

I will conclude this chapter with a few words touching
our landlord, who holds much the same position, in
respect to King Gelele, as did Dr. Dee to Queen
Elizabeth. He is, I have said, the son of the last ruler’s
pet mediciner, and for many years he was a man of
little note. Having attached himself to the actunal
monarch when the latter was a cadet, and by no means
a favourite son, he predicted to- him a crown ; whence
his present influence. He soon exchanged his little
huts, which many at Agbome remember, for a large
establishment, and he was enriched by the usual pro-
cess. When the King desirez to honour a subject, he
gives him a larger, or a smaller, gang of slaves. By
selling these, and applying them to palm oil, Fortunatus
obtains wealth, without whick, in Africa, there is me
true nobility.

I seon had a conversation with the Buko-no, on the
subject of his speeialty, the Afa * divination. It is a pro-
fitable trade ; every one in the country who can afford it

* The Dahoman form of the Ifa of Egba-land, the god of wisdom and
propheey. His origin is from the mythical city of Ifé, or F, as the Ffon
contracts the word. I have given rough outlines of the worship in
‘' Wanderings in West Africa,—Abeckuta,” chap. iv.
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“ gets Afa,” as the phrase is. Even English and other
mulattos consult the oracle, without, however, owning
to the belief. The master and student must repair to
sacred, retired, and shady spots, scattered about the
fields and bush.* After long ceremonies the diviner
finds out the sign or symbol representing the features
of the neophyte; he then demands a heavy initiation
fee; ten heads are the minimum required even from
a poor man, whilst the rich would pay a hundred. The
pupil then receives sixteer palm-nut counters, and is
taught their use. As he cannot learn much of so dark
an art, he must take professional advice on all important
matters ; but the subsequent fees are light, being
chiefly presents of fowls and provisions. Finally, the
neophyte is taught by the “ Master of Afa” what. to
abstain from—beef or mutton, brandy or palm-wine, like
the Rechabites obeying their father Jonadab. Afa
begins before the Dahoman’s birth, informing his parent
what ancestor has sent him into the world; it is
his intimate companion and councillor throughout life

* 1 have sometimes found them so engaged. It is an ancient practice.
So Cain and Abel sacrificed in the fields (Gen. iv. 8); Isaac meditated,
or prayed, in the couatry (Gen. xxiv. 63); Elias on Mount Carmel;
John the Baptist in the Desert of Judea; Jesus in the Garden o
Olives; and Mohammed on Jebel Nur. .
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until he rcaches the grave which it has predicted to
him.

The Buko-no ignored the Yoruban triad, Shango,
Oro, and Obatala ; but he agreed with the Egbas about
Afa. Seeing that I had some knowledge of the craft,
he produced from a calico bag his * book,” a board,
like that used by Moslem writing-masters, but two feet
long by eight inches, and provided with a dove-tail
bandle. One side of this abacus contained what are
called the sixteen * mothers,” or primary, the other
showed as many children, or secondary, figures.* Each

* The following note will explain the use of the palm-nuts, and the
names of the fignres: —

In throwing Afa, the reverend man, or the scholar, if sufficiently
advanoed, takes 16 of the fleshy nuts of a palm, resembling the cocoa-
tree; these are cleared of sarcocarp, and are marked with certain
Afa-du, or Afa strokes.

‘When Fate is consulted, the 16 nats are thrown from the right hand
to the left ; if one is left behind, the priest marks two ; if two, one (the
contrary may be the case, as in European and Asiatic geomancy); and
thus the 16 parents are formed.

The 16 are thus named and made:—
1. 11 Called Bwé Megi: it is the Mother of all.

Yeku Megi.
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was in an oblong of cut and blackened lines, whilst at the
top were arbitrary marks—circles, squares, and others,
to connect the sign with the day. It began with the
Bwe-Megi, the figure, assigned to Vodun-be—fetish day,

3. |= |I Wudde, or Odé-Megi.

[ |
nn
4, | 1 Di-Megi.
Inn
I
11

5. 1 1 Losu Megi.
11
I
Inu

6. |l|l Illl Uran Megi: an inversion of No. 5,
7. | 1 Called Abla Megi.

8. 11 11 Akla Megi; or Abla inverted.

85 Megi.

10, Guda Megi : an inversion of No, 9.
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or Sunday,—whose mnemonic symbol was six dots in a
circle ; whilst Monday had a sphere within a:sphere.
It was a palpable derivation from the geomancy of the
‘@Greeks, much cultivated by the Arabs under the name
of El Raml (J. ), “ The sand,” because the figures

11. 3 1 Turupwen Megi.

12, | | Tula Megi.
13. | | Lete Megi; or Tula inverted.
4. 3 n Ka Megi.

15. | | Ché Megi.

1
nn
16. 33 1 Fa Megi: considered the Father of all.

11
I n
(| .
These 16 parents may have many children. Nos, 13 and 2, for-
instance, make | |
I 1
n-
11 .
~—and so on, showing an infinite power of combination.
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were cast upon the desert floor. “ Napoleon's Book
of Fate” is a mnotable specimen of European and
modern vulgarisation. The African Afa is not, .as in
Asia, complicated with astrology ; and no regard being
paid to the relative position of figures, it is compara-
tively unartful. Two details proved to me its Moslem
origin : the reading of the figures is from right ‘o left,
and there are seven days, whereas the hebdomadal
week is beyond the negro’s organisation.* The Buko-
no, however,. is mot bigoted ; he is more knawe :than
fool. Before his retainers he must keep up the farce of
faith ; but in private he freely owns that the Afa, by
which a tree can be destroyed and the hour of man’s

* When travellers talk of an African week, they unconsciously allude
to the-great markets, which give their names to the days, and which
reour at different intervals in -different places. Here ‘there ave four.
The first is the Ajyahi, in Agbome: it was Ajyahi day on Saturday,
February 6, 1864. The second is the Miyokhi, a large market at
Kana; .also the Uhun-jro, in Agbome: Sunday, February {7, 1864,
would be called Uhun-jro day. The third is the Adogwin, at Kana, and
the Fousa, a little -provision wnarket, near the Dahome Palace. The
fourth is the Zogbodomen, near Agrime; also the Ako-de-je-go, near
the ‘Gau’s house at Agbome. The word means Ako (family),’de (one),
and jego (tuek up clothes to fight). .All these.old names are mysterious,
and little known to the peoplo—the missionaries call them ¢ parables,”—
end they admit of 'meny rinterpretations. Some explain it by, ¢ If
the King leave his srown to -one .son,:the rest must obey him ;’’-others
by, ¢ If any people boast their valour, let them come to Dahome and
see)” : A



336 A MISSION TO GELELE.

death can be predicted, is merely the means of liveli-
hood—the King’s Afa always excepted.

This rationalistic admission, however, did not prevent
the Buko-no at once making a sacrifice to his god, for
having brought a “ good stranger ” to the King. The
dancing and singing in his “compound” lasted till dawn,
and in token of the favourable issue of his divination,
he sent us next morning a dish of palm-oil, stained
yams, stewed with pieces of boiled goat. This, con-
sidering his habitual parsimony, was going far.

The Senior sets out on his nag, with his suite, to the
palace, at 6 or 7 every morning. He squats or stretches
himself, dozing, smoking, chatting, eating, and drinking,
in one of the outside sheds, ready to be summoned at a
moment’s notice within. Sometimes, but rarely, he
revisits his house for an hour about noon, when he bar-
ricades the door, and is not “at home.” The post-
meridional are spent like the morning hours, and he is
rarely dismissed before dark, often not till deep in the
night. These people seem hardly to take natural
rest ; the drum and the dance may be heard at his
quarters until dawn, and he delares that if this mode of
life were changed he should fall ill. Like the Dahoman
dignitaries in general, he must be sober, under pain of
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+ King’s palaver.” He cannot be said to have an hour’s
liberty, or to be his own master for a day, whilst the
King is in the city. He leads the life of the East Indian
Dhobi’s dog, “ Na ghar ka, na ghat ka.”* Such is the
routine of a Dahoman noble. What an existence to
love!

The Buko-no has lately married a young princess,—

¢¢ Blythe and buxome at bedde and boarde,”

with whom Love is yet the Lord of all : we shall pre-
sently meet her in the palace. According to etiquette,
he must prefer her to all his other spouses, of whom he
has eighty. He is perpetually begging us for aphro-
disiacs ; + and on one occasion his wives, overhearing
the request, loudly accused him of taking away their
good name. He is very jealous of these ladies, and

* ¢« A washerman’s dog, neither of the house nor of the ghaut” (where
the master washes).

1 Similarly, Captain Phillips relates to us that the uxorious old ¢ King
of Whidaw,” when about to marry (probably a 3000th wife), applied to
bhim for a rundlet of brandy, as a Christmas present for the bride’s
friends and his ¢ cappashiers,” and for a ‘¢ strong-back medicine’” for
himself, He sent the ship’s surgeon, who gave him a dose of cantharides,
¢ which so heated the old man’s reins that he became, as it were, a
yonngster once more,” and on the next morning related to the stnngers
various impertinences,

YOL. L. 4
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often declares that a woman is the only thing which a*
man should not share with his friend. We constantly
hear them singing, chattering, and quarrelling within ;
but tliey rarely appear ; and on one occasion he accused
my Krumen of making too free with our ¢ fair”
neighbours. They are mostly black, rarely brown;
like Shakspere’s waves, they “curl their monstrous
heads” into the semblance of a prize cauliflower, and
their dress is a long white sheet, extending to the
ankles, passed under the arms and over the bosom. At
times the faster lot play at bo-peep, when le brutale is
away ; but as they are never alone, matters cannot go
too far.

Christmas here was distinguished by a violent storm
of thunder, lightning, and rain, the latter, as the old
traveller says, “ more like fountains than drops, and
hot, as if warmed over a fire.” Our modern copy of
the ancient Saturnalia opened with a cool, grey morn-
ing, almost as cloudy and sunless as could be expected
in the Black North, We duly drank te the land we
Live out of and the day ended with a heathenish
dance of the hammock-men, to whom rum had been
issued. The Mission servants joined, and the boy
Richard Dosu distinguished himself by the activity of
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a rat, the cunning of a fox, and the impudence of a
London sparrow. The next day was a half Har-
mattan, which made the natives don warm wrappers,
lose appetite, and shun the bath. We, un-Ascians,
delighted in the cold, dry air, accumulating positive
electricity, and throwing off the negativity of the
humid plain-heat. We bade adieu to anorexy, felt
« hinc sanitas” now, and were ready to hymn, with
holy Mr. Herbert,— | '

¢ Sweet day ! so cool, so calm, so bright.”” -

Our first passage of arms with ¢ Pantakaka” the
old Buko-no, occurred onr Christmas eve. The
King has virtually abolished the custom of cribbing,
cabining, and confining visitors till the Message is
delivered.* To my request that the landlord would
provide us with a guide, as we purposed going out
shooting in the morning, he returned various frivolous
excuses. I at onece sent an interpreter to the Prince

* Dr. M‘Leod, who had made himself obnoxious, regeived a message,
when applying for permission to depart, that he was to become a King's
slave, meaning, not one who had actually to labour, but a state prizoner.
This, which he justly calls the ¢ bleakest prospect imaginable,” was a
mere temporary act of caprice.
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Chyudaton, who, in reply, begged pardon for the old
man’s folly, and requested me not to act before his
visit. He came to us in the morning, heard my com-
plaint, and went with it to the palace. In the evening,
the Buko-no met us with an ample apology, a quarter
of beef, a promise of a guide, and an offer of intro-
duction to the “ princess.”

The King usually supplies his guests with pure
water: in our case, however, the courtesy was ne-
glected. We had forgotten—future travellers will not—
to take a large dripstone filter, and we were beginning
to suffer from the white, clayey stuff brought to us by
our lazy hammock-men and servants. The element is
here about as scarce as in Thorold Square and Hollybush
Place. Sin dagbwe diyye'—* Good water this!” is a
cry ever heard in the streets, and pots full are sold in
every market. We therefore engaged four Sin-no or
“ water-mothers,” as they are called, to supply us with
a sufficiency for the day. Unfortunately, as soon as
they could collect a few cowries, they would stay at
home for a week.

To reduce our establishment, I sent back five of the
Mission boys to Whydah, with orders to wait for and
return with our letters. They would do nothing: their
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sole efforts were confined to eating and talking, in
which two pursuits, but in these only, I must own that
they displayed all the Anglo-Scandinavian energy and
competition. As is usual in the land, every one was
afflicted with “ a paralytic distemper which, seizing the
arm, the man cannot but choose shake his elbow : "—
they gambled from morning till night. The favourite
game is Aji-do ;* probably the most ancient form of
tabliers, or tables ; but here it is far from the civili-
sation of “ evangiles de bois.” Tt is played on a board,
with twelve cups, the antagonists taking the six nearest
to them ; four tessere, dropped into each, are moved
round from left to right, until the last cowrie falls
upon two or three of the adversary’s, and takes them.
There_is another, and a somewhat more complicated
game, called Sigi-to.+

On St. John’s Day (December 27), Mr. Cruikshank,
when returning from the palace, where he had been

* From Aji (the Guilandina Bonduc seed, which was originally used
in it), and do (a hole). The game is the Sa’ Leone ‘¢ Wari,” the Ashanti
‘Warra, the Fanti Wal, the Egba’s Ajo, and the Bao of Usawahili and
Zanzibar : it is played in a great variety of ways.

+ From 8igi (the dice with which it is played), and to (a town). The
dice made in Agbome are very rude; but manifestly an imitation of the
European.
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treating an Amazon for a deeply-seated inflammation
of the eye, saw the war-chiefs arriving at the capital
from the last out-stations, and parading before the
palace. This was a hint that the Customs would com-
mence at once.



CHAPTER XIIIL

OF THE GRAND CUSTOMS AND THE ANNUAL CUSTOMS °

GENERALLY.

THE word “ Custom ” is used ‘to =ignify the cost or
charges paid to the King at a certain season in the
year. It is horrowed by us from our predecessors on
the West African Coast—the old French—who wrote
cotitume,* and the Portuguese costume, meaning habié
or usage.

The Grand Customs+ are performed only after the
death of a king. They excel the annual rites in splen-
dour and in bloodshed, for which reason the successor
defers them till he has become sufficiently wealthy.
The “ History,” which was not written in the days of
details, gives cursorily some terrible accounts of the

* 80 Barbot (i. 4) speaks of La coiltume {the tax) de Parmier.

+ Dr, M‘Leod (p. 59) distinguishes them as double customs, opposed
to single customs; but he is singular in this. o
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slaughter and of the barbarities which accompanied it.
“In the months of January, February, and March
(1791), the ceremonies of the Grand Customs and of
the King’s coronation, took .place ; the ceremonies of
which lasted the whole three months, and were marked
almost every day with human blood. Captain Fayrer,
and particularly Mr. Hogg, Governor of Appolonia,
were present ; and both affirm that not less than five
hundred men, women, and children fell «victims to
revenge and ostentation, under the show of piety.
Many more were expected to fall; but a sudden
demand for slaves having thrown the lure of avarice
before the King™* he, like his ancestors, showed he was
not insensible to its temptation.”

The curious reader will find at the end of the pre-
sent volume a paper by the Rev. Mr. Bernasko, who
was present at the last Grand Customs performed in
November, 1860, by the present sovereign, to honour
the manes of his sire. Although the horrors of this
rite were greatly exaggerated, with ridiculous adjuncts,+

* Agongoro (Wheenoohew), the grandfather of the reigning sovereign.

1 For instance, the Europe-wide report that the king floated a canoe
and paddled himself in a tank full of human blood. It arose from the
custom of collecting the gore of the victims in one or two pits about two
feet deep and four in diameter. See Appendix ILIL.
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in Europe, it is clear that very little change has taken
place, especially in the number of victims, during two-
thirds of a century.

The yearly Customs were first heard of by Europe
in the days of Agaja the Conqueror (1708-1727),
although they had doubtless been pra.étised many years
before him. They form, in fact, continuations of the
Grand Customs, and they periodically supply the de-
parted monarch with fresh attendants in the shadowy
world. They are called by the people Khwe-ta-nun
“The yearly head thing,” and Anun’gbome* “Going
to Agbome in the Dries.” The number of victims
has been much swollen by report. Mr. James, at the
beginning of the present century, found the maximum
of three several years to be sixty-five. Commander
Forbes, who writes feelingly, owns that, in the later
years of King Gezo’s reign, not more than thirty-six
heads fell. I have laid down a total of at most eighty
during the time of my mission, and of these none,
except the criminal part, were Dahoman.*

* Literally, anun (in the dries after the rains), ’gbomen, for Agbomen
(we will go to Agbome). The other name is khwe (year), ta (head), nun
(thing). '

t Bo Mr. Duncan states. ‘‘The people thus sacrificed are generally
prisoners of war, whom the king often sets aside for this purpose . . «
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The season of the Customs, which combine carmival,
general muster, and /s de sustice, seems to comprise
the whole year, except the epoch of the annual slave-
hunts, here dignified by the name of “wars.” For
instance, at present the King purposes to set out on
his marauding expedition in February, and to return
in March or April. He then lodges at the Jegbe
Palace, “spreads a table” (in other words, gives a
banquet), and purchases the captives from his soldiery.
The next move is to the country-quarters at Kana,
where, about May, he will perform the Oyo Customs,*
and then take his rest—a happy murderer. In No-
vember, when the rains are ended, he will summon his
chiefs, sleep at the Adan-we Palace, and on the next
day make a ceremonious entrance into his capital, like
that which I have just described. This year various
delays have put off the rites till December.

The annual Customs are of two kinds. The first—
which happened, for instance, in 1862-63—is called
Atto-ton-khwe, or the Attot year, from the Atio, or

Should there be any lack of these, the number is made up from the
most convenient of his own subjects.” Such, however, is not, I believe,
the custom now.

* See Chap. VIL

+ Pronounced Attaw. In the History there is mention of fomr plat-
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platforrh, in the Ajyahi market, whence the vic-
tims are precipitated. Of its peculiarities we have
sketches by Mr. Norris (1772) and M. Wallon (1856-
58), finished descriptions and poor drawings by Com-
mander Forbes (1849-50), and, later still, an official
account by Commodore Wilmot.* .The second is the
So-sin-khwe (1863-64), the “ Horse-tie year,” and the
reason of the name will presently appear. As yet, no
traveller has, I believe, described the ceremonies of the
So-sin, which, however, differ but little from those of
the Atto.

forms, raised stages of rough timber, covered with ¢l3ths and provided
with seats for the King and his visitors. Gezo reduced the number to
one, and his son has again excelled him by doubling it.

* See Appendix III.



CHAPTER XIV.

THE KING'S “S0-SIN CUSTOM.”

SECTION A.
First Day of the King’s Annual Customs.

EsrLY on’ the Day of the Innocents (December
28th), a discharge of musketry near the palace and a
royal message informed us that the Customs had begun,
and that our presence at the palace was expected. We
delayed as long as was decent, and, shortly after noon,
mounting our hammocks, we proceeded by the usual
way to the Komasi House.

In the Uhun-jro market-place, outside the Ako-chyo
Gate, and not attached, as it used to be, to the palace-
wall, stood a victim shed, completed and furnished.
From afar the shape was not unlike that of an English
village church—a barn and a tower. The total length
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was about 100 feet, the breadth 40, and the greatest
height 60. It was made of roughly-squared posts,
nine feet high, and planted deep in the earth. The
ground-floor of the southern front had sixteen poles,
upon which rested the joists and planks éupporting the
pent-shaped roof of the barn. There was a western
double-storied turret, each front having four posts.*
The whole roof was covered with a tattered cloth,
blood-red, bisected by a single broad stripe of blue
check.

In the turret and the barn were twenty victims.
All were seated on cage stools, and were bound to the
posts which passed between their legs ; the ankles, the
shins under the knees, and the wrists being lashed
outside with connected ties. Necklaces of rope, passing
behind the back, and fastened to the upper arms, were
also made tight to the posts. The confinement was not
cruel : each victim had an attendant squatting behind
him, to keep off the flies; all were fed four times a
day, and were loosed at night for sleep. As will be

* We find in the History (print, p. 130) a single thatched and open
shed, with twelve men sitting on the ground: their hands are lashed as
now. The late king added a turret of one story, and the present ruler a
second stage. In the old illustration there are twelve horses tied to the
hinder posts, we saw but three.
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.shown, it is the King’s object to keep them in the best
of humours.

The dress of these victims was that of state criminals.
They wore long white nightcaps, with spirals of blue
ribbon sewn on, and calico shirts of quasi-European
cut, decorated round the neck and down the sleeves
with red bindings, and with a crimson patch on the
left breast. The remaining garment was a loin-cloth,
almost hidden by the “camise.” It was an ominous
sight ; but at times the King exposes without slaying
his victims. A European under the circumstances
would have attempted escape, and in all probability
would have succeeded : these men will allow themselves
to be led to slaughter like lambs. It is, I imagine, the
uncertainty of their fate that produces this extraordi-
nary wmonchalance. They marked time to music, amd
they chattered together, especially remarking us. Pos-
sibly they were speculating upom the chances of a
pardon.*

We dismounted, as usual, at the palace eorner, and
the Harmattan sun made us take refuge under one of

* Exactly the stmathmg is observed in the History. ¢ The unhappy

vietims, thongh conscious of their mpendmg fate, were not indifferent

4o the music, which they seemed to enjoy by endeavouring to beat time
to it.” .
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the sheds. A procession was walking round the
square—a mob of followers escorting the Sogan, or
Horse Captain,* who was riding bareheaded under a
white umbrella. This high official, who is under the
Meu, opens the Customs by taking all the chargers
from their owners, and by tying them up, whence the
word “ So-sin.” The animals must be redeemed, after
a few days, with a bag of cowries.

A gun, fired inside the palace, warned us that royalty
was about to appear. A corps of “ Amazons” streamed
from, and formed a rough line in front of, the Komasi
Gate. The King, under a gorgeous umbrella, and the
usual parasol upheld by his wives, stalked down a lane
through the thick crowd towards his own proper So-
sin. This was a shanty fronting, and about 150 paces
from, the palace. It resembled the Uhun-jro, or
market-shed to the N.N.East, but it lacked the turret.
Thirty barked and badly-dressed tree-trunks, and a
strong scantling of roughly-squared timber, supported
the first-floor, which was without walls. The thatch of
the pent-roof was hidden, as in the other So-sin, by a
glaring blood-red calico, with long black stripes along
the ridge and eaves. Splints of bamboo frond were

* 8o (horse), and gan (captain).
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planted in the ground, and a thin cord of “ tie-tie,” or
tree-bark, railed off between them and the public a
space, some four feet broad, into which only the King
is allowed to penetrate. I counted nine victims on the
ground-floor and ten above,* lashed to nearly every
second post of the front opposite the palace. They
resembled in all points those of the market-shed, and
looked wholly unconcerned, whilst their appearance did
not attract the least attention. Yet I felt haunted by
the presence of these morituri, with whose hard fate
the dance, the song, the dole, and the noisy merriment
of the thoughtless mob afforded the saddest contrast.
Between the Komasi Gate and this “ palace shed ”
was planted a tall T-shaped pole, rough, black, and
hung with white rugs at each end of the crosspiece.
This is a Bo-fetish, guarding the present Custom.
Near it, under a pair of exceedingly shabby umbrellas,
sat, on the dignity of caboceers’ chairs and stools, the
representatives of the Agasun-no, the highest fetisheer
in the city. The head man, or deputy, wore a huge
flapped felt hat, and a body-cloth striped blue and
white. When the Agasun-no appears in person before

* There were most probably twenty victims in the palace shed, as in
the market shed.
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the monarch the latter must remove his sandals, pro-
strate himself before the church, kiss the ground, and
throw a little dust upon his forehead, whilst all the
courtiers take a sand bath, and white men stand up
and bow. Methought they did not regard us with an
over-friendly eye, but such is, perhaps, the custom of
reverend men generally with respeét to those not of
their own persuasion.

The King having visited his fetish, returned towards
the palace, surrounded by five of his principal officers.
At a signal, we advanced, bared heads, shook hands,
and snapped fingers with him ; he cordially and re-
peatedly returned the compliment, inquiring politely
about our health. He then returned to his station
near the palace gate,* where the Amazons, after sally-
ing out and parading about the square amongst the
prostrate men, returned to him. The royal shed was
ostentatiously small, open, and covered with poor
coloured cloths ; a line of twelve umbrellas, the two
most gorgeous being outside, formed a verandah, and
inside the parasol showed the place of the King. He

* 8o Jehoshaphat and Ahab, kings of Israel, placed their thrones in a
void place at the entering in of the gate of Samaria (1 Chron, xviii, 9).
At Agbome, however, the city gates are not places for sitting, and the
market is only for bush folk.

VOL. L A A
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occupied a kind of couch, strewed with handsome
home-made cottons; in front of him, 'upon a mat,
crouched a Dakro, or messengeress, and behind him
stood and sat a semicircle of wives. ‘

On the King’s proper right was a larger shed, some-
what like a two-poled tent. The mat and thatch were
covered with cloth, parti-coloured at the sides and at
the roof, whilst elsewhere it was of white calico, adorned
with grotesque shapes. Unlike its neighbour, it was
closed all round except at the entrance, which had for
verandah two white umbrellas. - Inside, at the bottom,
was a kind of divan, and on the ground befere it sat a
small black child in red, and two women with white
caps and vests, and blue pagnes, with four or five
others hardly distinguishable. The double posts sup-
porting the entrance were clothed with red -and pink
silk ; about their middle hung a dozen abacot caps,
and under the verandah squatted a woman with a gun
placed on a stool before her.

This tent contained the relics of the old King. His
ghost is supposed to be present, and.all bow and pro-
strate to it before noticing the present ruler.

To Gelele’s extreme right was :planted a whrwﬂag
with a blue cross; around the staff a group of armed
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women gathered. Immediately near the King, but
leaving a square space in front, were the Amazons; at
squat, with their gun-barrels bristling upwards ; there
were amongst them many young girls in training for
military life. A half-naked boy lay on the ground
within a few feet of the royal umbrellas, and-children
are allowed behind the bamboos. On other occasions,
Jjuveniles, wholly nude, wandered about, heedless:of re-
proof, and I have seen two of them fighting before the
throne. Even the lowest orders crossed the presence
with an air for which, in ‘Asia, their feet and calves
would have disappeared under the. bastinado. The
barbarous- nature of the African everywhere pierces
through, whatever be the disguise.

On the left of the King were the Amazon drums and
rattles. In the open space between the throneand the
bamboos lay the three calabashes supporting the three
chieftains’ brass-mounted skulls.: On two large mats of
palm-fibre were ranged shallow baskets, which acted as
saucers to calabashes some 2:50 feet in diameter.
Three of them were adorned with silver. crescents and
stars, whilst all were covered:abeve and: below with
various coloured calicoes—red, - blue, yellow, pink, and

striped. - Periodically, knots -of -eightor nine:women
Ar2
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came from the palace with larger or smaller gourds of
provisions, which they disposed upon a third mat in
front of the King.

In a much shorter time than it has taken the reader
to peruse this mise en scéne, the caboceers and their
followers, who were scattered over the square, gathered
into a dense semicircle near the bamboos. The digni-
taries sat or lay on the ground, unarmed, under their
white, blue, and fancy umbrellas. The little people
were on foot behind them, and the women and girls
stood aloof, peeping as they best could. The total
number present, including about 300 children, might
have amounted to 2500, and I never saw at Agbome
a larger gathering.

The day opened with various preliminaries. Ten
unarmed men were dancing in line before the Komasi
Gate when the King came forth. The sally of the
Amazons was succeeded by long and loud firing.
After all were seated, the old Yevogan led us up to the
bamboos, where, fronting the King, we exchanged
salutations,—this was an invariable part of the cere-
mony. The senior then conducted us to a place on the
left or Meu’s side of the male semicircle, close to a very
strong band, whose two chiefs wore Phrygian bonnets
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of red and blue velvet. A hole was dug in the ground
and a large white umbrella was planted over us for
shade, the “earth being beat tightly round it, similar to
a large mushroom.” Presently the Meu brought up a
flask of gin and a calabash of At4, or bean-cake,
wrapped in plantain leaf, with a royal message that the
“ white-man’s captain ” had sent, according to custom,
this food to the King, and that he shared it with us
(formula) ; whereupon we bowed our acknowledg-
ments.

Gelele then rose, and came from out his shed. His
dress, besides the usual dracce and a dark silk kerchief
round his waist, was a blue-flowered damask shirt, a
table-cover, in fact, and this was knotted on his left
side. He formed an effective picture : a fine tall figure,
with shoulders towering above his wives, the head bent
slightly forwards, and his hands clasped behind his
back. There were hushed murmurs of applause, and
the faces of his subjects expressed unaffected ad-
miration, |

Sundry of the King’s wives accompanied their lord,
and stood or sat upon the ground behind him, None
were handsome, but some had the piquancy of youth.
Their strong point, as in the Italian and Spanish
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women, was. the pettinatura. The  prettiest of the
hair-dresses was a short crop, like lambswool, some-
times stained blue, as with indigo. The plainest was
the melon-stripe, where the short hair was plaited in
lines, exposing the scalp between. The most grotesque
was the semblance of pepper grains, or of cloves stuck
in a bam, formed by twisting up single little wool
spirals. Another peculiar coiffure was the tuft, varying
from one to four, some small as thimbles, others large
as the Turk’s-caps on lamp chimneys ; they rose sharp
and solid from the clean brown scalp, and seemed
made of black velvet, burned reddish by the sun.
The princesses wore the hair like a fez, bristling
stiff to the height of  six inches, and loeking
compact as ebony wood. A few had bear’s ears,
two tufts upon the “region of cautiousness;” others
worethe scarlet. feather of an oriole stuck in their
sable locks.

Immediately behind the King stood three wives—
one with the head shaven and naked, the second with
long hair, and the third with a princely “fez.” They
sheltered his uncapped poll with three gorgeous fent-
umbrellas of cotton velvets, whilst a fourth protected
him with a gay parasol. . The first was a parody upon
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the Sacré Coeur—which the Dahomans admire, probably .
because it suggests tearing out the foeman’s heart.
Each lappet of the valance was alternately green and
crimson ; in the upper part was a larger cross, red or
yellow, with a black or white border, and below it, of
the same hue, an object manifestly intended for a
human heart but broken into crockets. In the centre
of this was a better shaped heart with a small white
medial cross ; and both were disposed apex downwards.
The second showed an upper line of white crosslets on
black velyet; below it was a blue shark, edged white
and yellow, with a red and purple eye, resting upon
crimson or claret-coloured velvet, which was lined with
a binding like that of the animal. The third, and the
most splendid, was capped with a very heraldic wooden
lion, painted the brightest saffron. The lappets showed
the king of the beasts grasping in the dexter paw a
white scimitar, and below it a biped, very negro, with
dazzling white knickerbockers and no legs to speak of,
vainly upholding a blue sword blade. Both figures were
on red ground, parsemé with little white crosses. This
umbrella was equally grandly lined, whereas the two
farmer were white inside. The diameters varied from
six to ten feet, rendering them unmanageable in



360 A MISSION TO GELELE.

windy weather. The poles were seven feet long, and
instead of wires they had square rods connected by
strings, probably brought by the Portugueée, and easily
to be distinguished from the rude native stick frames.
They were kept open by a peg~ passed through the
upper part of the handle.

Before the speech began, four bundles of palm-
matting, which lay inside the bamboo barrier, were
opened by the women. Each contained a lamp-black
drum, the largest three feet high, all with skin-heads
lashed tight to about a dozen large pegs projecting a
few inches below the top. They were decorated with
small squares of red stuff in front, with white, blue, and
black cloths behind them, like four aprons of different
sizes. These are called Ganchya °hun* The word
applies especially to its peculiar sound or beat, and, by
inference, to the song of which it forms the accom-
paniment,

The King having hitched up his body-cloth, began
an allocution in a low tone, as if “ nervous.” Men and
women huissters and heralds, standing on the right,
and the youths calling themselves the “Donpwe,” pro-
claimed attention by loud and long cries of “Ago!”

* Hun, or uhun, is the generic name of a drum.
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Audience !—or “ Oyez!”* On the left a sharp double
tap was struck on the cymbal, and all obeyed, The
King spoke with the head a little on one side, assuming
a somewhat goguenard air. His words were many and
oft repeated ; the genius, or rather the poverty of the
language necessitates verbosity. In so artless a tongue

it is only by “battology ” and frequent repetition that
 the finer shades of meaning can be elicited. The sense
is short to relate. “His ancestors had built rough and
simple So-sin sheds. His father, Gezo, had improved
them when ‘making Customs’ for the ghost of Agon.
goro (Wheenoohew). It is good to beget children who
can perform such pious rites. Therefore, he (Gelele)
would do for his sire what he hoped that his son would
do for him.” And some score of men sat listening—
about to die!

Presently, the women in attendance placed the
drums before the King, and handed to him four hooked
sticks. Upon these he spat, heat two of the instru-
ments, and spoke during the intervals of drumming
The, “ Ganchya,” I was told, is a new ceremony.

* The general word for ¢ silence !” is ¢“nagh6!” Both at Abeokuta
and at Agbome it is used when entering the house, so as not to take the
inmates by surprise,
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After listening to loud applause, and being saluted
with discharges of musketry, the King retired behind
the curtain held by his wives, and whilst he drank the
subjects went through the usual ceremony.

After resting awhile, Gelele stalked to the fore. In
his left hand was a Kpo-ge,* or singer’s staff—a silver-
headed and feruled stick, two feet long. To.the upper
part was fastened a square of silk kerchief, striped red
and purple, and folded into a triangle. The apex was
passed through silver-lined eyelet-holes,.like those that
in former times, amongst.us, held the “beau’s” cane
tassel. The King also wore the bard’s insignia—double
necklaces of beads, disposed like aross belts over the
breast, and with the usual pigtails behind. . After
singing for awhile, to the great delight of the listeners,
he danced, first to the men’s, then to the women’s
band. He is, unlike his father, a notable performer,
and though the style is purely Dahoman and barba-
rous, the movements are comparatively. kingly and
dignified. He was assisted in this performance by a
“leopard wife” + on each side, dressed in white waist-

* Kpo (a staff), and ge (thin).
t In the Ffon, kpo (a leopard), and ’si (a wife)~~here usually trans-
lated tiger-wives. They are the youngest and the fairest of the harem.
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coats, and striped loin-cloths extending to the feet.
In their hair was a kind of diadem of silver pieces,
bright as new sixpences. . At this sight the:people
vociferated their joy. A herald, in a huge felt hat
and bright bracelets, and a jester, conspicuously ugly,
with a tattered * wide-awake,” a large goat-skin bag
under the left arm, and chalked face and legs, rose to
their feet, and pointing at the King—a peculiarly
disrespectful action to. European- eyes—declared, in
eracked, shouting voices, that he was ‘“Sweet, sweet,

1”  Then followed a chorus of

sweet as a white man
soldieresses, and from the crowd loud “ Ububu,” * made
by patting. the open mouth. with the hand.. On..the
women’s side the “ King’s birds ” {.chirruped and twit-
tered to justify their names.

. Before. sitting down, Gelele advanced to the front
rank of male. spectators, and removing, with his right
fore-finger, the perspiration from his brow, scattered

it with a jerk.over the delighted group. He was then

* This is the ¢ kil ” of Persia and the ¢‘zagharit” of Egypt. Here it
expresses wonder and pleasure, and is mostly confined to the men.

+ A select troop of musicians known as akhosu (king), and khwe
(bird). They are of both sexes; but the sound generally proceeds from
the women, The male ¢ king-birds” are attired, like. Moslems, in white
petticoats,
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cooled by his wives, who rubbed him down with fine
yellow silk kerchiefs, and vigorously plied their round
hide fans,* coloured and embroidered.

Then, rising again, like a refreshed giant, the
monarch danced to six modes. When the time was
to be changed, a chorus of women gave the cue to
their band by repeating certain meaningless technical
terms, ending with frequent repetitions of “ Ko! ko!
ko!” till the musician has learned the right measure.
Presently, two, and, at a short interval, three wives
danced on each side of the King, keeping an eye upon
him, and so preserving excellent time. The fourth
dance was more animated, and as the monarch showed
shortness of breath, an old Amazon addressed him,
“ Adan-we!”+ He resumed his labours to the words,
“ Agida ’hun-to Ko-hun!”} and he advanced, stoop-
ing towards the ground, and rolling one elbow over
another, to show that he was binding captives,

Followed a little change of scene, The King, prop-
ping his elbow upon the bard’s staff, and bending low

* In Ffon, known as ‘“Afafa ;" in Abeokuta, ‘‘Agbebbe,”

+ Meaning, ¢‘ O brave white!”

1 Explained thus: Agida (the bent drum-stick), ’hun-to (drum
beater), ko-hun (beat the drum), kaya (turning or wheeling about);
viz., Drummer, use thy drum-stick, and we will turn about.
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whilst his wives surrounded him, sitting on their hams,
sang, and was responded to by what appeared a
laughing chorus, but which was a dirge—a single
cymbal making melancholy music. Then rising with
uplifted staff, and turning towards the larger shed-
tent, he adored, in silence, his father’s ghost. This
new and startling practice was twice repeated.
Decorations were distributed —a pair of singers’
staves to a male and a female, who received them with
cries of “Tamulé!”* The King then brought out by
twos half a dozen double-pigtailed necklaces of yellow
beads, interrupted by red. Three were handed to the
Meu, the Yevogan, and a favourite singer, who put them
on in due form. The rest were given to the highest
she-dignitaries, whose lips were white with kissing the
ground. Gundeme, the woman Min-gan, is white-
haired and tottering. Egbelu, the “Meu’s Mother,”
has grey hair, sharpish features, and broken front teeth.
Na-dude Agoa,+ the female Yevogan, is a huge, middle-
aged woman, brown, and rolling in fat. Her hair is
still black, and her features not quite uncomely ; her

* A corruption of the Fanti ¢ Endamenen,” O brave man!
+ Explained by, ¢“I eat one thing not, right” ; .e., I cannot eat or
embezzle anything.
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voice is strong and clear ; moreover, she speaks well.
This is the officer who bare two sets of twins, first girls,
then boys, to the King. The two former, according to
‘the ancient usage of the empire, were betrothed ‘to-the
Min-gan and -the Meu, when the wicked cousin- won
their prémices. Formerly, the royal ladies had only
temporary husbands, visiting all men- who pleased
them. As this caused great scandals, the King has
forbidden polyandry ; but the husbands, as a rule, must
confine their marital attentions to the blood-royal. On
marriage, the daughters receive each a dowry of eighty
slaves, male and female, but the aged sons-in-law are
expected to “ spend money like water.”-

Presently, Gelele, who was' sitting in front of- the
feminine Court, handed sundry rolls of blue and pink
cottons to the Meu. The high dignitaries all rose
excitedly, unfolded, and, standing at a distance,
stretched each cloth to show that it was-an entire
piece. A white umbrella, opened and waved about--by
the Min-gan, a caboceer’s' stool, bran new, and sundry
heads of cowries:were placed-before the presenes.: This
was the ceremony of raising a captain to the rank of
_Ajyaho,* and, to the wonderment of all, Chabi, a young

* See Chap. VIII,
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man and Left-hand Commander of the Blue Guards,
therefore under the orders of Adan-men-nun-kon, was
raised to the sixth rank in the realm.

-The ¢ Grandfather of Dahome” has ever been, I
have said, the heir of his subjects, whose widows,
slaves, and all moveable property must be carried to
the palace. It is probable that the goods do not leave
the lion’s den without yielding considerable “heriot” as
the lion’s share. As a rule, the eldest son, or, if he
be judged unfit, the successor to the vacant office,
inherits the deceased’s wives and makes them his own,
excepting, of course, the woman that bare him.* This
was practically proved to us. A file of fourteen
women; two with babies on their backs, twice issued
from the palace, carrying big native boxes, grass-
cloth -bags, old muskets, silver armlets and bracelets,
home-made stools, hats, pipes, sticks, umbrellas in
ragged cloths, and similar valuables. Twice the
new wives and slaves crouched humbly before their
proprietor. Soon afterwards, forty-three male “ chat-
tels ” of the deceased crawled on all-fours from the

* Especially in the royal family. So in 2 Samuel xii. 8 we-read
that Nathan gave David’s master’s wives unto David’s bosom. In that
barbarous state of sooiety women. are inherited like cattle.:
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left past the King, and did homage to their - live
lord.”

When the King’s silver-mounted pipe had been lit
behind the fente d’abri extemporised by the wives’
clothes, and had been handed to him, we produced our
cigars, and applied ourselves to the old liqueur-case.
We persevered in distributing the contents amongst our
Krumen and followers—they are expected to drink
kneeling—although the Buko-no showed manifest dis-
approval of such waste. Presently, the cracked-voiced
Min-gan rose and explained what things had been done
by the King to the movus homo, and when supported
by the Tokpo (a captain, but not of royal blood), he
committed bimself to a recapitulation. All gave the
ruler that full feed of flattery which his soul loves.
He may be said to breathe an atmosphere of adulation,
which intoxicates him. The wildest assertions, the
falsest protestations, the most ridiculous compliments,
the ultra-Hibernian ‘ blarney ”—all are swallowed in
the bottomless pit of poor human vanity, and midnight
will often see him engaged in what ought to be a very
nauseous occupation. '

Echili, the fourth caboceer of Whydah,' then rose and
performed the part of a skull at the Nilotic feast. The
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Ajyaho, he said, rarely lived for more than a year, and
if Chabi, like those before him, should die of poison,
the crime must be punished. Then the fat Adanejan
declared, in his bull’s voice, that he and many caboceers
had proposed for the Ajyahoship another person, but
that the King had chosen one trusty and brave ; more-
over, that all poi'son would now be detected.

Whereupon the lucky man stood up, puffed like a
pouter-pigeon by the new clothes which the ministers
had bound about his upper half; his hair was brick-
dust red after much shovelling, and his right hand
nervously, methought, fingered his musket muzzle.
After his “ portrait” had been duly taken, he spoke till
the sun burned crimson above the western horizon,
even through the fringes and valances of our portable
tent. He had been raised from a simple captain to the
position of a high caboceer ; he would soon achieve an
act of loyalty and bravery : with much boasting on the
same pattern. After sundry prostrations, and other
speeches to this purport, he publicly assumed three new
“strong names”: 1. Azon-kpo mé-ji-won; 2. Acho-
roko ; 3. Sevi kanyena-ma-se-gbo-"gbwe.*

* The caboceers, like the kings of Dahome, assume a first name or
names after any remarkable action or event. Those in the text are

YOL, I BB
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A cghorus of plaudits received these. -distinguished
sentiments. The Ajyaho danced under his unfolded
umbrella, and, backed by his fresh gang of slaves,
raised muskets . and war-clubs to salute the King.
Presently, Ago! from the women, and the cymbal-taps
from the men, proclaimed silence for royalty.

The King, still sitting amidst his female group, then
addressed the Ajyaho, who stoad up reverently in the
front centre of the caboceer’s.semicircle. He added em-
phasis to earnest words by often shaking the forefinger
—as is done in North America to men, and in England
to naughty boys—at his last promotion, whom he-ex-
horted to be brave.and loyal, and whom_he. warned not
to obey any dignity except the Min-gan.and the Meu.
Hereat the people clapped their hands. Silence being
again enjoined, the Ajyaho was once more strictly
cantioned not to be deceived by his brother chiefs.

. Ensued .the promotion of -another. captain, whose

taken from the Bo-fetish jargon, and are not -intelligible to the vulgar.
The first was thus interpreted : Azon-kpo (a training stick), ma (not), j§
(afraid, synonymous with si, or khe-si), won (portent, evil omen, espe-
cially a child); viz., (I am) a club not afraid (to slay), portents (that
mehace the king). The second was explained, ¢* I will punish all who
will not serve my king.” Thethird means, Sevi (an evil-doer), kanyena
(a bad thing), ma-se (never listens), gbo (dont! or leave off !), ’gbwe !
{emphatic, e.g., gbo-'gbwe, 1. tell you to leave off!); viz., ¢ People
plead. for offenders; but I will not suffer this if any one harm the king.””
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name was changed from Koikon to Hon-je-no.*
Before .all the ceremonies could be concluded, the
wood became dark, and the store of provisions strewed
before  the King was distributed. The Dakros placed
the calabashes outside the bamboos, whence they were
removed by the several recipients. Suddenly, as is his
wont, Gelele rose, and came towards us. After snap-
ping fingers, I thanked him for thespectacle. He
showed me the rum for our hammock-men, and our
share of provisions; after which we were all three
told that we must dance, sing, and drum—the latter
accomplishment, unfortunately, has not received from
me the attention which it deserves. Dr. Cruikshank
and I willingly consented to dance with the King,
knowing it to be the custom, and that he greatly en-
joyed it. We pleaded, however, successfully for Mr.
Bernasko, .who, being a Reverend, could only sing.
Gelele -showed much delicacy in the matter, often
threatening but not calling upon us to perform, lest
our nerves might be startled by so great an event, and
saying that he would choose evening time, as the sun
does not suit white men.

* It is a Bo-fetish name, mterpreted to mean ¢ The man in charge of
the King’s door.”  Hon (door), je (waits), no (within).

B B2
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Whereupon we withdrew. The provisions, which
accompanied us, caused a tumult till near dawn. Pain
et spectacles are apparently the cardinal wants of these
people; they sing, drum, and dance all the day, and they
fight for their wretched provision half the night. When
not engaged in these pleasures they are plundering the
wherewithal to procure them. Hence the melancholy
state of the land.

Nothing could be poorer than the display above
described ; any petty hill rajah in India could com-
mand more wealth and splendour. All was a barren
barbarism, whose only  sensation ” was produced by a
score of men looking on and hearing that they are
about to die.

I again sent a message to Chyudaton, officially ob-
jecting to be present at any human sacrifice, propos-
ing that lower animals be substituted for man, and
declaring that if any death took place before me I
should at once return to Whydah. He replied that
there would be no necessity for the latter measure, and,
with respect to the victims, that many would be re-
leased, and that those executed would be only the
worst of criminals and malignant war-captives. With
which crumb of comfort I was compelled to rest satis-
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fied, Hitherto the gang of victims has been paraded
round, under tortures, before the visitors, and in later
years they have been cruelly gagged; moreover, the
executions took place within hearing, and often within
sight of the strangers.* It is, therefore, already some-
thing to lower the demoralising prominence of the
death scenes,

SECTION B.

The Avo uzu ’gbe,t or Second Day of the King's

So-sin Customs.

December 29th was again a dies mon. The vile
water had affected us all, and the Reverend was in
bed of a Harmattan. The King, therefore, kindly
deferred for a day the grand spectacle with which he
intended to surprise us. At 2'25 p.M., December 30,
we mounted hammocks and proceeded to the market-
shed.

The picture was as follows. To the west of the

* See Mr, Duncan (vol. i. pp. 250-252). The people say of him that
he was a good war-man, as he used to walk up to, and to inspect the
00! .
t Avo (cloth), uzu (change), ’gbe (to-day).
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Uhun-jro, the broad open space opposite the gap which
acts as gate, was another cloth-covered tent, with wings
of upright matting. A clean entrance led up.to.the
former, near which a tall flagstaff held a yellow: flag
with a broad blood-red cross. The wings were railed off
for the royal wives by the usual Dahoman fence of palm
sticks and bark rope. The erection was flanked by
two large trees, about a hundred yards apart, and they
were connected by a semicircle of bamboos, bulging to
the front and forming the boundary between the sexes.
To the north was the ominous victim-shed, with its
steeple-like turret, .and with its .score of wretches
gazing at the féte.

Our chairs were placed on the men’s side, or a little
to the left of the tent entrance line, and on the opposite
side of the square near the gate. Presently a motley
group passed us three several times, moving as usual
to the right. First appeared the old To-no-nun and
his six eunuchs, who carried with difficulty a huge
package, like a bagged tent. Followed a hunchback,
whip in hand, clearing the way. Visese-gan, the sub-
chief eunuchess, preceded about a score of women,
carrying upon their heads coarse palm-mats; they
were followed by an escort, bearing calabashes and
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baskets, each filled with about twenty bundles of
tightly-rolled cloth, stuck upright ‘and compacted by an
outside wrapper. The total represented 120 bearers,
but of these ten had no burden. Valuing the minimum
at 2 dols.,, and the maximum at 5 dols., and assuming
3 dols. to be the medium, the value shown to us was
about 13207 (110 x 20 = 2200 cloths = 6600 dols.).
The rear was composed of a corps of - “leopard wives,”
with silver-studded hair, and by a large band of
women who, as they passed by, openly. “ chaffed” us.
After the third circuit the mats were spread and the
baskets were deposited at the entrance of the tent,
when thirty women, coming from the wings and open-
ing the cloth bundles, began to build the “ Avo lilli,” *
cloth heap or divan.

Meanwhile, preceded by singing and dancing mus<
keteers, the high dignitaries passed before: us, riding,
under their umbrellas, the horses which they have now
ransomed, and followed by noisy bands, The two
schools showed themselves at a glance. Our friends,
the Anlin-wa-nun,t who is the “King’s place,” when

* Avo (a cloth), and 1i or lilli (smoothen! ).
+ This is a Bo name, and imperfectly understood.. The words are
Anlin (a hole in the ground), wa (make), nun (a thing).
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royalty does not go to war, the Binazon or treasurer,
the Bi-wan-ton or Junior Meu, the Abo and the Matro,
uncle and brother, by the father’s side, to the present
King, either bowed smiling or came up to us and
danced, The Matro, who holds the high dignity of
lieutenant Gau, is a fine, tall young man; he was
habited in a Moslem skull-cap, a large white body-
cloth and canary-coloured shorts. When his band and
musketeers had formed an oval opening opposite us, he
danced with a face expressing great glee, instead of
the usual serious and inanimate look, Two of his re-
tainers, a jester and a soldier, conspicuous by his gloria
of monkey skin, rising from a band of cowries, shouted
in medieval phrase, “ A Matro! A Matro!” As the
excited chief took a musket and manceuvred with it,
his people bawled out *Da-mon.”* The honour was
great, but the dust and the heat were excessive.

The unfriendly “ umbrellas,” namely those who dis-
like foreigners, as the Min-gan, the Tokpo, the Woto, a
small dark senior of royal blood, and others rode by
either affecting to ignore our existence or suddenly
looking the other way, We were much amused by the

* Da (fire!) mon (as you are), i.e., *“May you fire straight!” said
in praise to one of high name.
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peculiarity of the other groups, which either prowled
or rushed about outside the bamboos. The old To-no-
nun and his fifty men went round the half ring, passing
right and left, singing, dancing and clapping hands,
taking aim with muskets, and waving their long knives.
Then came the Pani-gan-ho-to or Gong-gong men, four
in number, and carrying single and double cymbals,
whilst a corresponding female band promenaded the
space within the bamboos, Twenty singers also walked
about, preceded by a peculiar drum borrowed from
Ashanti and called Ganikbaja, At intervals stalked
before us the Men-ho-blu-to,* or “ Company of Boast-
ers.” These are a score of local and negro Radcliffes
and De Courcys who by especial permission wear
n “the presence” their broadbrims or white night-
caps and their dirty cloths over their shoulders.}
Moreover they are allowed to smoke long pipes, of which
one was on the tomahawk principle ; and all over the
square there were independent groups drumming and
dancing violently as if to throw off the exuberance of

* Men (man), ho (great), blu (do), to (he who does).

+ Throughout Yoruba and the Gold Coast to bare the shoulders is
like unhatting in England, These men were exempted from the
neoessity by a mere caprice of the King, not because they have in any
respect distinguished themselves.
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their animal spirits. So at Aden I have seen a
Somali, when walking quietly down the road, seized by
some unintelligible influence and fall to capering like a
dancing-master demented.

Meanwhile the Amazons, throwing a stratum of loose
cloths and covering them with a finer piece outspread,
had built up a circular divan 12 feet indiameter by
5 to 6 feet high.* Most of them were of European
manufacture, many were made in the palace, and those
that surmounted the heap were the best silks, of
brightest colours—pink, yellow, red and tender green—
which sound outrageous but which look side by side
beautiful as a rainbow or-a butterfly. All this finery is
carried back after the ceremony to the palace, and is
not, as I was assured, given to the people.

At 4'5 p.M. an increase of bustle and hubbub announced
the approach of the King. Preceded by boys and
musket-men, cheering and presenting arms, came the
Ceeur de Marie umbrella, shading the fox-like features,
the black face and the-ignoble white nightcap of Adan-
men-nun-kon.  After an interval followed the royal

* To the north of this divan, outside the bamboos, a small heap of
silks was raised upon mats, in honour of Addo-kpon, of whom more
presently.
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escort—three male caboceers, a “ Gobbo,” and a woman
captain, marching before a female host. The King wore
a straw calotte with a brilliant striped cloth, and was
toujours la pipe & la bouche. He sat woman-like on a
little dingy nag, with a bell, and led by a chain halter.
Behind his lion-umbrella and parasol trouped chanting
soldieresses and a strong band, with seven skulls
mounted on fancy flags, followed by a dozen “leopard
wives” and a rearguard of old women and small girl
recruits. The King passed three times in thirty minutes
round the market-place, waving hands to us, and' the
“ Ububu” rang and guns banged in all directions.
When the procession was over, Gelele took his seat in
the pavilion, with his wives on the right, and' on both
flanks a bevy of musketeer women squatting motionless
as statues. The male caboceers saluted, touching the
ground outside the bamboos with their foreheads and
twice shovelling up dust. A troop of men spread a
thin line of single mats from the victim-shed past the
bamboo semicircle and southwards towards the
Komasi Palace : the extent was about 350 yards, and
the breadth proved to be 12 to 13 feet. On each mat
was placed a pole 14 feet long, tipped with a short and
- blunt iron fork. Presently the six eunuchs brought up
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and opened what had appeared a tent bag. This is
the Nun-u-pwe-to* cloth belonging to King Gezo, a
patchwork supposed to contain a specimen of every
kno wn manufacture, native or European. The pieces
vary in size from 1 to 10 feet, the colours are blue,
yellow, green, pink, red, and purple, and the patterns
checked, striped, zig-zaged and barred. This the King
will wear about his person when Abeokuta has been
taken, How he is to support 1050 feet of stuff no one
could explain, but the investiture it appears has been
deferred until the Grecian Kalends,

As the King issued from his tent at 5.4 p.M. the long
cloth which had been placed on the mats was upraised
at arms’ length by the attendants with the blunt iron
forks passing through eyelet-holes. Thus exalted, it stood
more than twice the height of a man. When the novel
screen had been placed between the men and the
women, Gelele passed up and down the inside and the
outside, waving hands when opposite us. This exhibi-
tion of untold wealth excited the people, as their fearful
noises testified.

* The word has already been explained, Mr. Duncan also describes
this ¢¢ noble piece of patchwork,” making it 600 yards by 2; and in
another place 1000 yards by 8 (vol. i. p. 264 ; and vol. ii. p. 27).
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The “ Able-to-do-anything” cloth having being re-
moved, the King ascended the divan by a five-rung
ladder covered with calico, picked out with pink reliefs.
He was accompanied by four wives. One held a
parasol, which ‘was repeatedly changed, and this she
constantly twirled. The second was the spittoon
bearer, who also fanned the King with a yellow silk
kerchief, assisted by the more substantial hide circles
of-other women who stood below and around the heap.
The other two opened and piled upon the divan the
green, blue, pink and speckled muslins with which
Gelele would “ change cloth to-day.” It was waxing
late, and royalty had become fatigued and impatient :
the King testily snatched the bundles from the hands
of his wives, and worked at them in double quick
time.

Presently Gelele mounted the platform and there
disrobed, retaining, however, his shorts, which were of
satin yellow-flowered on a dark ground. From his
left shoulder hung, by a long sash of crimson silk, a

- short silver-hilted sword. He first put on a toga of
what appeared to be green netting, like a mosquito bar,’
and took in his right hand a large bright bill-hook
ending in a circular bulge. He formed a most effective
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figure, his swarthy stalwart form being.thrown out
against the glowing western sky.

The various.dances, all of them in' the. decapitation
style, performed by the King, corresponded with the
number of “ drums ” or bands. On the male side; sitting
in the Meu’s or the minister division, were about twenty
men .and youths with “tabl,” or tambourines, under
their left arms ; they were habited in scarlet coats and
queer bonnet-caps of red and black cloth. Within the
bamboo, was an equal number of women, similarly clad.
I will not trouble the reader with the names and details
of the several corybantic saltations, comprising the
first set of eighteen;and the second of one dozen. The
King- performed only a few steps of each, and then, out-
stretching his left palm towards the musigue with an
imperious gesture, he caused it to stop. Still the labour
was severe, as the free use of the forefinger, the yellow
silk, and the hide fans proved. The thirteenth dance
of . the second set was called « Agbata,” a performance
borrowed from the “Nago ” people, and much: admired
for the kicking and jumping .which are its-elements.
It . drew vdown awmsual: applause.: generally,  however,
shouts of ‘joy, murmurs of wonder, and discharges of
musketry.and . cannon accompanied -the whole: perform-
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ance. The eunuchsand the caboceers made courtier-like
speeches, the “ niggers ” stolidly admired the grandeur
of :a king who can .defray the -expenses of such
exhibitions, and a wild group of frontier bushmen, who
act as guides to the army when on the war path, hailed
and bellowed their own melodies. These. roughs were
all armed with muskets, and they were led by two
chiefs in dingy red tunics, whose thick beards and straw
hats, which they did not remove before the King,
rendered them conspicuous. :

The brouhaha was infernal. There was a momentary
hush as the King, having girt on with a cartouche belt
a toga-of white muslin, armed - himself. with a lion-stick,
and a musket, which he pointed at his subjects pre-
tending to fire. At this burst out a glorious shout of
real African laughter—yep! yep! yep !—whilst guns
were fired in all directions. The din increased when
the brass-set skulls of the three kings * were severally
handed to the conquering hero. With these trophies
of his own peculiar prowess he toyed, and played various
childish antics, to the intense delight of the: mobile,
placing . them under his left arm, hiding: them beneath
his cloak, stretching them out for better view, resting his

* Described in Chapter IX.,
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elbow upon them, and waving them to us as we bowed.
He then loudly addressed the Po-su’s party, which stood
on the left of the semicircle.* They replied with noisy
greetings, which he acknowledged by a crab-like move-
ment, advancing and retreating sideways, with his lefi
elbow akimbo, and jogged to the fore ; this expressive
action is called “ago,” and means “I undertake to
do it.” The King then tossed off a bumper of rum
from the brass cup on the crown of “Bakoko’s” head,
and sent it to us that we might pledge him : it was at
least as civilised as Lord Byron’s drinking cranium ;
and more so than the “ bony goblet *—* apparently not
long before it had been useful to the original possessor”
—out of which Mr. Duncan + caroused with King Gezo.
I was allowed to sketch the three calvarie, and to
handle the royal sticks and caps. One was of the Fanti
Company, a loose calotte of purple velvet, with a yellow
line on the crown, and a narrow band of white silk with
a border round the lower part. The second had a
white shark on a puce-coloured velvet ; and the third,
a cap of the Blue Company, resembled in shape a
Moslem “Takiyah,” but showed a green lion eating a

* Mr. Duncan (vol. i. p. 247), saw King Gezo perform similar antics.
t Vol. i, pp. 239, 240,
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claret-coloured porcupine, fretted over with quills of
yellow stitching. These animals were all very heraldic
and unintelligible.

The vociferous rapture of the subjects knew no
bounds as the King danced with his sword between
his teeth, and exulted over Bakoko’s skull and the
breaking of Ishagga. The Buko-no eagerly asked me,
_if all the world o’er I had ever seen so grand a
sight? I have had to answer similar queries in far
more civilised countries ; and I have ever found that
there is nothing easier than to convince people who
already believe.

Presently the King began to hand down decanters
of rum, a sign that he was weary of pleasure—he had
danced thirty two dances. At 6.15 p.M. he descended
from the divan, and mounted the smaller heap, whose
cover was a white cloth powdered with little ochre-
coloured lions. Here the King assumed his fetish
war-dress, a body-pagne of chocolate-coloured netting,
and a dark blue indigo-dyed cloth, passing from the left
shoulder low down the right side: it was studded
with charms and amulets in small squares, stained with
dry blood, and bordered with cowries.* His umbrella

_* Cowries may be remarked in the musket stocks. According to
VOL. L tc
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was equally gloomy, and his large crooked Bo-stick was
swathed with alternate blue and white bandages. After
motioning with this weapon, he danced to the songs
and instruments of the fetishmen, and seized a musket,
which he levelled but did not discharge. He then
came forward, and we advanced : after the usual greet-
ings, I requested him not to forget his English coat of
mail, which hint was whispered in his ear by the timid
Beecham, who dreaded the fetishry. After a little
chatting, and being requested to return on the morrow,
we made for home with much pleasure,—there are
none of Rimmel’s perfumed fountains here.

Mr. Duncan (vol. i. p. 261), they are an honourable distinction, given
as medals to civilised armies. The stock is repeatedly smeared with the
vietim’s blood, coat after coaf, till its thickness is sufficient to form a
setting for the shell, around which it soon dries. Although only one
cowrie is given per head, some old soldiers have their weapons entirely
covered over with them. This custom, of course, stimulates murder,

and excites perpetual jealousies in the service, I have heard the same
said of a.certain modern English decoration.

END OF. VOL. I.
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