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xii First Footsteps in East Africa.

as an Arab merchant. This was one of his most
splendid and dangerous expeditions, and the least
known, partly because his pilgrimage to Meccah was
in every man’s mouth, and partly because the
excitement aroused by the Crimean War had to a
large extent deadened the interest in all personal
adventure.

He disappeared into the desert for four months,
but this unnoticed, unknown, journey has been
of great importance to the Egyptians, to the
English, and now to the Italian Army. The way
was long and weary, adventurous and dangerous,
but at last the ¢ Dreadful City” was sighted, and
relying on his good Star and audacity, he walked
boldly in, sending his compliments to the Amir,
and asking for audience. His diplomacy on this
occasion, his capacity for passing as an Arab, and
his sound Mohammedan Theology, gave him ten
days in the City, where he slept every night
in peril of his life.

The journey back was full of peril, the
provisions being only five biscuits, a few limes,
a few lumps of sugar, and a single skin of
water. They passed through a terrible desert,
such as Grant Allen describes when relating the
journey of Mohammed Ali and Ivan Royle from
Eagle City through the desert to Carthage. When
Richard however had made up his mind that he
would soon become food for the desert beasts, for
he had been thirty-six hours without water, could
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service. They will allow the officer who obtains per-
mission to go, during his absence on the expedition, to
retain all the pay and allowances he may be enjoying
when leave was granted: they will supply him with all
the instruments required, afford him a passage going and
returning, and pay the actual expenses of the journey.”

The project lay dormant until March 1850, when
Sir Charles Malcolm and Captain Smyth, President of
the Royal Geographical Society of Great Britain, waited
upon the chairman of the Court of Directors of the
Honourable East India Company. He informed them
that if they would draw up a statement of what was
required, and specify how it could be carried into effect,
the document should be forwarded to the Governor-
General of India, with a recommendation that, should
no objection arise, either from expense or other causes,
a fit person should be permitted to explore the Somali
Country.

Sir Charles Malcolm then offered the charge of the
expedition to Dr. Carter, of Bombay, an officer favourably
known to the Indian world by his services on board the
¢« Palinurus ” brig whilst employed upon the maritime
survey of Eastern Arabia. Dr. Carter at once acceded
to the terms proposed by those from whom the project
emanated ; but his principal object being to compare
the geology and botany of the Somali Country with the
results of his Arabian travels, he volunteered to traverse
only that part of Eastern Africa which lies north of a
line drawn from Berberah to Ras Hafun—in fact, the
maritime mountains of the Somal. His health not
permitting him to be left on shore, he required a cruizer
to convey him from place to place, and to preserve his
store of presents and provisions. By this means he
hoped to land at the most interesting points, and to
penetrate here and there from sixty to eighty miles
inland, across the region which he undertook to explore.
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Of the vast, the immeasurable value of such services,”
to quote the words of the Quarterly Review (No. cxxix.
Dec. 1839), ¢ which able officers thus employed, are in
the mean time rendering to science, to commerce, to
their country, and to the whole civilized world, we need
say nothing :—nothing we could say would be too much.”

“In five years, the admirable maps of that coral-
bound gulf—the Red Sea—were complete: the terrors
of the navigation had given place to the confidence
inspired by excellent surveys. In 1829 the Thetis of ten
guns, under Commander Robert Moresby, convoyed the
first coal ship up the Red Sea, of the coasts of which
this skilful and enterprising seaman made a cursory
survey, from which emanated the subsequent trigono-
metrical operations which form our present maps. Two
ships were employed, the ¢ Benares’ and ¢ Palinurus,’ the
former under Commander Elwon, the latter under Com-
mander Moresby. It remained, however, for the latter
officer to complete the work. Some idea may be formed
of the perils these officers and men went through, when
we state the ¢ Benares’ was forty-two times aground.”

“ Robert Moresby, the genius of the Red Sea,
conducted also the survey of the Maldive Islands and
groups known as the Chagos Archipelago. He narrowly
escaped being a victim to the deleterious climate of his
station, and only left it when no longer capable of working.
A host of young and ardent officers — Christopher,
Young, Powell, Campbell, Jones, Barker, and others—
ably seconded him: death was busy amongst them for
months and so paralyzed by disease were the living, that
the anchors could scarcely be raised for a retreat to the
coast of India. Renovated by a three months' stay,
occasionally in port, where they were strengthened by
additional numbers, the undaunted remnants from time
to time returned to their task; and in 1837, gave to the
world a knowledge of those singular groups which
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and the shores of the island of Socotra, with the south
coast of Arabia, were carefully delineated. Besides the
excellent maps of these regions, we are indebted to the
survey for that unique work on Oman, by the late Lieut.
Wellsted of this service, and for valuable notices from the
pen of Lieut. Cruttenden.!”

¢« Besides the works we have enumerated, there were
others of the same nature, but on a smaller scale, in
operation at the same period around our own coasts.
The Gulf of Cambay, and the dangerous sands known as
the Molucca Banks, were explored and faithfully mapped
by Captain Richard Ethersey, assisted by Lieutenant.
(now Commander) Fell. Bombay Harbour was de-
lineated again on a grand scale by Capt. R. Cogan,
assisted by Lieut. Peters, now both dead ; and the ink of
the Maldive charts had scarcely dried, when the labours
of those employed were demanded of the Indian Govern-
ment by Her Majesty’s authorities at Ceylon, to undertake
trigonometrical surveys of that Island, and the dangerous
and shallow gulfs on either side of the neck of sand con-
necting it with India. They were the present Captains
F. F. Powell, and Richard Ethersey, in the Schooner
¢ Royal Tiger’ and ¢ Shannon,” assisted by Lieut. (now
Commander) Felix Jones, and the late Lieut. Wilmot
Christopher, who fell in action before Mooltan. The
first of these officers had charge of one of the tenders
under Lieut. Powell, and the latter another under Lieut.
Ethersey. The maps of the Pamban Pass and the
Straits of Manaar were by the hand of Lieut. Felix
Jones, who was the draftsman also on this survey: they
speak for themselves.2”

1 In A.D. 1836-38, Lieut. Cruttenden published descriptions of
travel, which will be alluded to in a subsequent part of this preface.

2 This “hasty sketch of the scientific labours of the Indian
navy,” is extracted from an able anonymous pamphlet, un-
promisingly headed ‘' Grievances and Present Condition of our
Indian Officers.”






xxii First Footsteps in East Africa.

stock of which every officer visiting the interior on leave
was supplied. An order from Sir Robert Oliver with-
drew presents as well as instruments: with them dis-
appeared the just idea of our faith and greatness as a
nation entertained by the maritime races, who formerly
looked forward to the arrival of our cruizers. Thus the
Indian navy was crushed by neglect and routine into
a mere transport service, remarkable for little beyond
constant quarrels between sea-lieutenants and land-
lieutenants, sailor-officers and soldier-officers, their
¢ passengers.” And thus resulted that dearth of enter-
prise—alluded to ex cathedrd by a late President of the
Royal Geographical Society of Great Britain—which
now characterizes Western India erst so celebrated for
ardour in adventure.

To return to the subject of East African discovery.
Commodore Lushington and Dr. Carter met in order
to concert some measures for forwarding the plans of
a Somali Expedition. It was resolved to associate
three persons, Drs. Carter and Stocks, and an officer
of the Indian navy: a vessel was also warned for service
on the coast of Africa. This took place in the beginning
of 1851 : presently Commodore Lushington resigned his
command, and the project fell to the ground.

The author of these pages, after his return from
Al-Hijaz to Bombay, conceived the idea of reviving
the Somali Expedition: he proposed to start in the
spring of 1854, and accompanied by two officers, to
penetrate vid Harar and Gananah to Zanzibar. His
plans were favourably received by the Right Hon. Lord
Elphinstone, the enlightened governor of the colony,
and by the local authorities, amongst whom the name
of James Grant Lumsden, then Member of the Council,
will ever suggest the liveliest feelings of gratitude and
affection. But it being judged necessary to refer once
more for permission to the Court of Directors, an official
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the Himalayan mountains, volunteered to share the
hardships of African exploration.

In October 1854, the writer and his companions
received at Aden in Arabia the sanction of the Court of
Directors. It was his intention to marchon a body,
using Berberah as a base of operations, westwards to
Harar, and thence in a south-easterly direction towards
Zanzibar.

But the voice of society at Aden was loud against
the expedition. The rough manners, the fierce looks,
and the insolent threats of the Somal—the effects of our
too peaceful rule—had prepossessed the timid colony at
the ¢ Eye of Al-Yaman > with an idea of extreme danger.
The Anglo-Saxon spirit suffers, it has been observed,
from confinement with any but wooden walls, and the
European degenerates rapidly, as do his bull-dogs, his
game-cocks, and other pugnacious animals, in the hot,
enervating, and unhealthy climates of the East. The
writer and his comrades were represented to be men
deliberately going to their death, and the Somal at Aden
were not slow in imitating the example of their rulers.
The savages had heard of the costly Shoa Mission, its
300 camels and 50 mules, and they longed for another
rehearsal of the drama : according to them a vast outlay
was absolutely necessary, every village must be feasted,
every chief propitiated with magnificent presents, and
dollars must be dealt out by handfuls. The Political
Resident refused to countenance the scheme proposed,
and his objection necessitated a further change of plans.

Accordingly, Lieut. Herne was directed to proceed,
after the opening of the annual fair-season, to Berberah,
where no danger was apprehended. It was judged that
the residence of this officer upon the coast would
produce a friendly feeling on the part of the Somal, and,
as indeed afterwards proved to be the case, would
facilitate the writer's egress from Harar, by terrifying
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view of purchasing stores and provisions for a second
and a longer journey.! What unforeseen circumstance
cut short the career of the proposed Expedition, the
Postscript of the present volume will show.

The following pages contain the writer’s diary, kept
during his march to and from Harar. It must be borne
in mind that the region traversed on this occasion was
previously known only by the vague reports of native
travellers. All the Abyssinian discoverers had traversed
the Dankali and other northern tribes: the land of the
Somal was still a terra incognita. Harar, moreover, had
never been visited, and few are the cities of the world
which in the present age, when men hurry about the
earth, have not opened their gates to European ad-
venture. The ancient metropolis of a once mighty race,
the only permanent settlement in Eastern Africa, the
reported seat of Moslem learning, a walled city of stone
houses, possessing its independent chief, its peculiar
population, its unknown language, and its own coinage,
the emporium of the coffee trade, the head-quarters of
slavery, the birth-place of the Kat plant,® and the
great manufactory of cotton-cloths, amply, it appeared,
deserved the trouble of exploration. That the writer
was successful in his attempt, the following pages will
prove. Unfortunately it was found impossible to use

1 The writer has not unfrequently been blamed by the critics
of Indian papers, for venturing into such dangerous lands with an
outfit nearly 1500/ in value. In the Somali, as in other countries
of Eastern Africa, travellers must carry not only the means of
purchasing passage, but also the very necessaries of life. Money
being unknown, such bulky articles as cotton-cloth, tobacco, and
beads are necessary to provide meat and milk, and he who would
eat bread must load his camels with grain. The Somal of course
exaggerate the cost of travelling; every chief, however, may
demand a small present, and every pauper, as will be seen in the
following pages, expects to be fed.

2 It is described at length in Chap. III.
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sent from India to the King of Shoa, advised Lieut. W.
Barker, I. N., whose services were imperatively required
by Sir Robert Oliver, to return from Abyssinia vid
Harar, ¢ over a road hitherto untrodden by Europeans.”
As His Majesty Sahalah Selassie had offered friendly
letters to the Moslem Amir, Capt. Harris had “no
doubt of the success of the enterprise.” Although the
adventurous explorer was prevented by the idle fears
of the Badawin Somal and the rapacity of his guides
from visiting the city, his pages, as a narrative of travel,
will amply reward perusal. They have been introduced
into this volume mainly with the view of putting the
reader in possession of all that has hitherto been written
and not published, upon the subject of Harar.! For the
same reason the author has not hesitated to enrich
his pages with observations drawn from Lieutenants
Cruttenden and Rigby. The former printed in the Trans-
actions of the Bombay Geographical Society two excel-
lent papers: one headed “ Report on the Mijjertheyn
Tribe of Somallies inhabiting the district forming the
North East Point of Africa;’ secondly, a ¢ Memoir on

1 Harar has frequently been described by hearsay; the follow-
ing are the principal authorities :— g

Rochet (Second Voyage Dans le Pays des Adels, &c. Paris,
1846), page 263.

Sir W. Cornwallis Harris (Highlands of Zthiopia, vol. i. ch. 43,
et passim).

Cruttenden (Transactions of the Bombay Geological Society
A.D. 1848).

Barker (Report of the probable Position of Harar. Vol. xii.
Royal Geographical Society).

M‘Queen (Geographical Memoirs of Abyssinia, prefixed to
Journals of Rev. Messrs. Isenberg and Krapf).

Christopher (Journal whilst commanding the H. C.'s brig
*Tigris,” on the East Coast of Africa).

Of these by far the most correct account is that of Lieut.
Cruttenden.
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dered Captain Mylne in cold blood still roams the hills
unpunished — gross insults are the sole acknowledgments
of our peaceful overtures-——the British flag has been
fired upon without return, our cruizers being ordered to
act only on the defensive,—and our forbearance to attack
is universally asserted and believed to arise from mere
cowardice. Such is, and such will be, the character of
the Arab!

The Sublime Porte still preserves her possessions in
the Tahamah, and the regions conterminous to Al-Yaman,
by the stringent measures with which Mohammed
Ali of Egypt opened the robber-haunted Suez road.
Whenever a Turk or a traveller is murdered, a few
squadrons of Irregular Cavalry are ordered out; they
are not too nice upon the subject of retaliation, and
rarely refuse to burn a village or two, or to lay waste
the crops near the scene of outrage.

A civilized people, like ourselves, objects to such
measures for many reasons, of which none is more feeble
than the fear of perpetuating a blood feud with the
Arabs. Our present relations with them are a ¢ very
pretty quarrel,” and moreover one which time must
strengthen, cannot efface. By a just, wholesome, and
unsparing severity we may inspire the Badawi with
fear instead of contempt: the veriest visionary would
deride the attempt to animate him with a higher
sentiment.

¢ Peace,” observes a modern sage, “is the dream of
the wise, war is the history of man.” To indulge in
such dreams is but questionable wisdom. It was not a
¢ peace-policy” which gave the Portuguese a seaboard
extending from Cape Non to Macao. By no peace
policy the Osmanlis of a past age pushed their victorious
arms from the deserts of Tartary to Aden, to Delhi, to
Algiers, and to the gates of Vienna. It was no peace
policy which made the Russians seat themselves upon
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by the Somal. The consequence of a summary and
exemplary punishment® was that in August 1843, when
the H. E. I. C.’s war-steamer ¢ Memnon " was stranded
at Ras Assayr near Cape Guardafui, no outrage was
attempted by the barbarians, upon whose barren shores
our seamen remained for months labouring at the wreck.
In A.p. 1855 the Somal, having forgotten the old lesson,
renewed their practices of pillaging and murdering
strangers. It is then evident that this people cannot
be trusted without supervision, and equally certain that
vessels are ever liable to be cast ashore in this part of
the Red Sea. But a year ago the French steam corvette,
“Le Caiman,” was lost within sight of Zayla; the
Badawin Somal, principally Isa, assembled a fanatic
host, which was, however, dispersed before blood had
been drawn, by the exertion of the governor and his
guards. It remains for us, therefore, to provide against

1 In A.D. 1825, the Government of Bombay received intelligence
that a brig from the Mauritius had been seized, plundered, and
broken up near Berberah, and that part of her crew had been
barbarously murdered by the Somal. The * Elphinstone” sloop
of war (Capt. Greer commanding) was sent to blockade the coast;
when her guns opened fire, the people fled with their wives and
children, and the spot where a horseman was killed by cannon ball
is still shown on the plain near the town. Through the intervention
of Al-Hajj Sharmarkay, the survivors were recovered; the Somal
bound themselves to abstain from future attacks upon English
vessels, and also to refund by annual instalments the full amount
of plundered property. For the purpose of enforcing the latter
stipulation it was resolved that a vessel of war should remain upon
the coast until the whole was liquidated. When attempts at
evasion occurred, the traffic was stopped by sending all craft
outside the guardship, and forbidding intercourse with the shore.
The * Coote" (Capt. Pepper commanding), the * Palinurus " and
the * Tigris,” in turn with the * Elphinstone,” maintained the
blockade through the -ading seasons till 1833. About 6000l. were
recovered, and the people were strongly impressed with the fact
that we had both the will and the means to keep their plundering
propensities within bounds.
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English were, of course, the most hated and dreaded; at
Harar slavery still holds its head-quarters, and the old
Dragon well knows what to expect from the hand of
St. George. Thus the various travellers who appeared in
beaver and black coats became persuaded that the city
was inaccessible, and Europeans ceased to trouble them-
selves about Harar.

It is, therefore, a point of honour with me, dear L., to
utilize my title of Haji by entering the city, visiting the
ruler, and returning in safety, after breaking the guardian
spell.

The most auspicious day in the Moslem year for
beginning a journey is, doubtless, the 6th of the month
Safar,! on which, quoth the Prophet, Al-Islam emerged
from obscurity. Yet even at Aden we could not avail
ourselves of this lucky time: our delays and difficulties
were a fit prelude for a journey amongst those ¢ Blameless
Ethiopians,” with whom no less a personage than august
Jove can dine and depart.?

On Sunday, the 2g9th October, 1854, our manifold
impediments were pronounced complete. Friend S. threw
the slipper of blessing at my back, and about 4 p.m. em-
barking from Maala Bunder, we shook out our ¢“muslin,”
and sailed down the fiery harbour. Passing the guard-
boat, we delivered our permit; before venturing into the
open sea we repeated the Fétihah-prayer in honour of the

1 The 6th of Safar in 1854 corresponds with our 28th October.
The Hadis is gull o sl 5 iall go w2 o5 18} * when the 6th of
Safar went forth, my faith from the cloud came forth."

2 The Abyssinian law of detaining guests—Pedro Covilhag,
the first Portuguese envoy (A.D. 1499), lived and died a prisoner
there—appears to have been the Christian modification of the old
Ethiopic rite of sacrificing strangers.
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the siren song which charmed the senses of the old
Arabian voyagers.!

Suddenly every trace of civilization fell from my
companions as if it had been a garment. At Aden,
shaven and beturbanded, Arab fashion, now they threw
off all dress save the loin cloth, and appeared in their
dark morocco. Mohammed filled his mouth with a
mixture of coarse Surat tobacco and ashes—the latter
article intended, like the Anglo-Indian soldier’s chili in
his arrack, to “make it bite.” Gulad uncovered his
head, a member which in Africa is certainly made to go
bare, and buttered himself with an unguent redolent of
sheep’s tail; and Ismail, the rais or captain of our
“foyst,”? the Sahalah, applied himself to puffing his
nicotiana out of a goat’s shank-bone. Our crew, con-
sisting of seventy-one men and boys, prepared, as evening
fell, a mess of Jowari grain® and grease, the recipe of
which I'spare you, and it was despatched in a style that
would have done credit to Kafirs as regards gobbling,
bolting, smearing lips, licking fingers, and using ankles
as napkins. Then with a light easterly breeze and the
ominous cliffs of Little Aden still in sight, we spread our
mats on deck and prepared to sleep under the moon.*

My companions, however, felt, without perhaps
comprehending, the joviality arising from a return to
Nature. Every man was forthwith nicknamed, and

1 The curious reader will find in the Herodotus of the Arabs, Al-
Masudi’s "* Meadows of gold and mines of gems,” a strange tale of
the blind billows and the singing waves of Berberah and Jofuni (Cape
Guardafui, the classical Aromata).

2 “’Foyst” and ' buss,”’ are the names applied by old travel-
lers to the half-decked vessels of these seas. :

3 Holcus Sorghum, the common grain of Africa and Arabia:
the Somali call it Hirad ; the people of Al-Yaman, Ta’am.

4 The Somal being a people of less nervous temperament than
the Arabs and Indians, do not fear the moonlight.
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to travellers, visited distant lands—Egypt and Calcutta—
and finally settled as a Faringhi policeman. He cannot
read or write, but he has all the knowledge to be acquired
by fifteen or twenty years’ hard ‘“knocking about”: he
can make a long speech, and, although he never prays, a
longer prayer; he is an excellent mimic, and delights his
auditors by imitations and descriptions of Indian cere-
mony, Egyptian dancing, Arab vehemence, Persian
abuse, European vivacity, and Turkish insolence. With
prodigious inventiveness, and a habit of perpetual in-
trigue, acqulred in his travels, he might be called a
= knowmg man, but for the truly Somali weakness of
showing in his countenance all that passes through his
mind. ‘This people can hide nothing: the blank eye, the
contracting brow, the opening nostril and the tremulous
lip, betray, despite themselves, their innermost thoughts

The second servant whom I bring before you is
Gulad, another policeman at Aden. He is a youth of
good family, belonging to the Ismail Arrah, the royal
clan of the great Habr Girhajis tribe. His father was a
man of property, and his brethren near Berberah, are
wealthy Badawin : yet he ran away from his native
country when seven or eight years old, and became a
servant in the house of a butter merchant at Mocha.
Thence he went to Aden, where he began with private
service, and ended his career in the police. He is one of
those long, live skeletons, common amongst the Somal :
his shoulders are parallel with his ears, his ribs are
straight as a mummy’s, his face has not an ounce of flesh
upon it, and his features suggest the idea of some lank
bird: we call him Long Gulad, to which he replies with
the Yaman saying ¢ Length is Honour, even in Wood.”
He is brave enough, because he rushes into danger
without reflection; his great defects are weakness of
body and nervousness of temperament, leading in times
of peril to the trembling of hands, the dropping of
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perpetrate some peculiar villany. He is a pleasant com-
panion, and‘piques himself upon that power of quotation
which in the East makes a polite man. If we be
disposed to hurry, he insinuates that ¢ Patience is of
Heaven, Haste of Hell.” When roughly addressed, he
remarks,—

“ There are cures for the hurts of lead and steel,

But the wounds of the tongue—they never heal.”

If a grain of rice adhere to our beards, he says,
smilingly, “the gazelle is in the garden”; to which we
reply “we will hunt her with the five.)” Despite these
merits, I hesitated to engage him, till assured by the
governor of Zayla that he was to be looked upon as a
son, and, moreover, that he would bear with him one of
those state secrets to an influential chief which in this
country are never committed to paper. I found him an
admirable buffoon, skilful in filling pipes and smoking
them; au veste, an individual of ¢ many words and little
work,” infinite intrigue, cowardice, cupidity, and endowed
with a truly evil tongue.

The morning sun rose hot upon us, showing Mayyum
and Zubah, the giant staples of the ‘“ Gate under the
Pleiades.?” Shortly afterwards, we came in sight of the
Barr al-’Ajam (barbarian land), as the Somal call their
country,® a low glaring flat of yellow sand, desert and

1 That is to say, ‘“we will remove it with the five fingers.”
These are euphuisms to avoid speaking broadly and openly of that
venerable feature, the beard.

2 Bab al-Mandab is called as above by Humayd from its astro-
nomical position. Jabal Mayyum is in Africa, Jabal Zubah or
Muayyin, celebrated as the last resting-place of a great saint, Shaykh
Sa'id, is ia Arabia.

3 'Ajam probably means all nations not Arab. In Egypt and
Central Asia it is now confined to Persians. On the west of the Red
Sea, it is invariably used to denote the Somali conntry : thence Bruce
draws the Greek and Latin name of the coast,-Azamia, and De Sacy
derives the word ‘‘ Ajan,” which in our maps is applied to the inner
regions of the Eastern Horn, So in Africa, Al-Sham, which probably
means Damascus and Syria, is applied to Al-Hijaz.
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Masha, belonging to the ¢« City of the Slave Merchant,”
—~Tajurrah—and on the left two similar patches of
seagirt sand, called Aybat and Sa’ad al-Din. These
places supply Zayla, in the Kharif or hot season,! with
thousands of gulls’ eggs—a great luxury. At noon we
sighted our destination. Zayla is the normal African
port—a strip of sulphur-yellow sand, with a deep blue
dome above, and a foreground of the darkest indigo.
The buildings, raised by refraction, rose high, and
apparently from the bosom of the deep. After hearing
the worst accounts of it, I was pleasantly disappointed
by the spectacle of white-washed houses and minarets,
peering above a long low line of brown wall, flanked
with round towers.

As we slowly threaded the intricate coral reefs of
the port, a bark came scudding up to us; it tacked, and
the crew proceeded to give news in roaring tones.
; Friendship between the Amir of Harar and the governor

of Zayla had been broken; the road through the Isa
Somal had been closed by the murder of Mas'ud, a
favourite slave and adopted son of Sharmarkay; all
strangers had been expelled the city for some misconduct
by the Harar chief ; moreover, small-pox was raging
there with such violence that the Galla peasantry would
allow neither ingress nor egress.? I had the pleasure of

1 The Kharif in most partsof the Oriental world corresponds with
our autumn. In Eastern Africa it 1nvar1ably 51gn1ﬁes the hot season
preceding the monsoon rains.

2 The circumstances of Mas'nd’s murder were truly African.
The slave caravans from Abyssinia to Tajurrah were usnally escorted
by the Rer Guleni, a clan of the great Isa tribe, and they monopo-
lized the profits of the road. Summoned to share their gains with
their kinsmen generally, they refused, upon which the other clans
rose about Aungust, 1854, and cut off the road. A large caravan was
travelling down in two bodies, each of nearly 300 slaves; the fsa
attacked the first division, carried off the wives and female slaves,
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apartment by no means splendid, preferring an Arish
or kind of cow-house—as the Anglo-Indian Nabobs do
the bungalow

“ with mat half hung,
The walls of plaster and the floors of * * * *,”

—to all his substantial double-storied houses. The
ground was wet and comfortless; a part.of the reed
walls was lined with cots bearing mattresses and silk-
covered pillows, a cross between a diwdn and a couch:
the only ornaments were a few weapons, and a necklace
of gaudy beads suspended near the door. I was placed
upon the principal seat : on the right were the governor
and the Hammal ; whilst the lowest portion of the room
was occupied by Mohammed Sharmarkay, the son and
heir. The rest of the company squatted upon chairs, or
rather stools, of peculiar construction. Nothing could
be duller than this assemblée : pipes and coffee are here
unknown ; and there is nothing in the East to act sub-
stitute for them.!

The governor of Zayla, Al-Hajj Sharmarkay bin
Ali Salih, is rather a remarkable man. He is sixteenth,
according to his own account, in descent from Ishak
al-Hazrami,? the saintly founder of the great Girhajis and

1 In Zayla there is not a single coffee-house. The settled Somal
care little for the Arab beverage, and the Badawin’s reasons for
avoiding it are not bad. * If we drink coffee once,” say they, * we
shall want it again, and then where are we to get it?" The
Abyssinian Christians, probably to distingnish themselves from
Moslems, object to coffee as well as to tobacco. The Gallas, on the
the other hand, eat it : the powdered bean is mixed with butter, and
on forays a lump about the size of a billiard-ball is preferred to a
substantial meal when the latter cannot be obtained.

2 The following genealogical table was given to me by Moham-
med Sharmarkay :—

1. Ishak (ibn Ahmad ibn Abdillah).
1. Girhajis (his eldest son).
3. Sa’id ( the eldest son ; Da'ud being the second).
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The Hajj Sharmarkay in his youth was a man of
valour: he could not read or write; but he carried in
battle four spears,! and his sword-cut was recognizable.
He is now a man about sixty years old, at least six feet
two inches in stature, large-limbed, and raw-boned: his
leanness is hidden by long wide robes. He shaves his
head and upper lip Shéife’i-fashion, and his beard is
represented by a ragged tuft of red-stained hair on each
side of his chin. A visit to Aden and a doctor cost him
one eye, and the other is now white with age. His
dress is that of an Arab, and he always carries with him
a broad-bladed, silver-hilted sword. Despite his years,
he is a strong, active, and energetic man, ever looking to
the “main chance.” With one foot in the grave, he
meditates nothing but the conquest of Harar and Ber-
berah, which, making him master of the seaboard, would
soon extend his power as in days of old even to Abys-
sinia.? To hear his projects, you would fancy them the

1 Two spears being the usual number : the difficulty of three or
four would mainly consist in their management during action.

2 In July, 1855, the Hajj Sharmarkay was deposed by the Turkish
Pasha of Hodaydah, ostensibly for failing to keep some road open,
or, according to others, for assisting to plunder a caravan belonging
to the Dankali tribe. It was reported that he had been made a
prisoner, and the Political Resident at Aden saw the propriety of
politely asking the Turkish authorities to **be easy'’ upon the old
man. In consequence of this representation, he was afterwards
allowed, on paying a fine of 3000 dollars, to retire to Aden.

I deeply regret that the Hajj should have lost his government.
He has ever clung to the English party, even in sore temptation. A
few year ago, the late M. Rochet (soi-disant d'Hericourt), French
agent at Jeddah, paying treble its value, bought from Mohammed
Sharmarkay, in the absence of the Hajj, a large stone house, in
order to secure a footing at Zayla. The old man broke off the
bargain on his return, knowing how easily an Agency becomes a
Fort, and preferring a considerable loss to the presence of dangerous
friends.
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houses of coralline and mud plastered over with glaring
whitewash. The ground floor is a kind of warehouse
full of bales and boxes, scales and buyers. A flight of
steep steps leads into a long room with shutters to
exclude the light, floored with tamped earth, full of

Saint’s Tomb outside the eastern gate. The north-east angle of the
town is occupied by a large graveyard with the usual deleterious
consequences.

The climate of Zayla is cooler than that of Aden, and the site
being open all around, it is not so unhealthy. Much spare room is
enclosed by the town walls: evaporation and Nature's scavengers
act succedanea for sewerage.

Zayla commands the adjacent harbour of Tajurrah, and is by
position the northern port of Aussa (the ancient capital of Adel), of
Harar, and of southern Abyssinia: the feuds of the rulers have,
however, transferred the main trade to Berberah. It sends cara-
vans northwards to Dankali, and south-westwards, through the isa
and Gudabirsi tribes as far as Ifat and Gurague. It is visited by
Cafilas from Abyssinia, and by the different races of Badawin, ex-
tending from the hills to the seaboard. The exports are valuable—
slaves, ivory, hides, honey, antelope horns, clarified butter, and
gums: the coast abounds in sponge, coral, and small pearls, which
Arab divers collect in the fair season. In the harbour I found
about twenty native craft, large and small: of these, ten belonged
to the governor. They trade with Berberah, Arabia, and Western
India, and are navigated by “ Rajput” or Hindu pilots.

Provisions at Zayla are cheap; a family of six persons live well
for about 30l. per annum. The general food is mutton: a large
sheep costs one dollar, a small one half the price; camels’ meat,
beef, and in winter kid, abound. Fish is rare, and fowls are not
commonly eaten. Holcus, when dear, sells at forty pounds per
dollar, at seventy pounds when cheap. It is usually levigated with
slab and roller, and made into sour cakes. Some, however, prefer
the Arab form * balilah,” boiled and mixed with ghi. Wheat and
rice are imported : the price varies from forty to sixty pounds the
Riyal or dollar. Of the former grain the people make a sweet cake
called Sabaya, resembling the Fatirah of Egypt: a favourite dish
also is '*harisah'’—flesh, rice flour, and boiled wheat, all finely
pounded and mixed together. Milk is not procurable during the
hot weather ; after rain every house is full of it ; the Badawin bring
it in skins and sell it for a nominal sum.
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‘ Sans justice a king is a cloud without rain ;

Sans goodness a sage is a field without grain;
Sans manners a youth is a horse taking rein ;
Sans lore an old man is a waterless plain;

And bread without salt is a woman sans shame.”

The other is a matron of Abyssinian descent, as her
skin, scarcely darker that a gipsy’s, her long and bright
blue fillet, and her gaudily-fringed dress, denote. She
tattoos her face!: a livid line extends from her front hair
to the tip of her nose; between her eyebrows is an orna-
ment representing a fleur-de-lis, and various beauty-spots
adorn the corners of her mouth and the flats of her
countenance. She passes her day superintending the
slave-girls, and weaving mats,? the worsted work of this
part of the world. We soon made acquaintance, as far
as an exchange of salams. I regret, however, to say
that there was some scandal about my charming neigh-
bour; and that more than once she was detected making
signals to distant persons with her hands.?

At 6 a.m. we descend to breakfast, which usually con-
sists of sour grain cakes and roast mutton—at this hour
a fine trial of health and cleanly living. A napkin is
passed under my chin, as if I were a small child, and a
sound scolding is administered when appetite appears
deficient.  Visitors are always asked to join us: we
squat on the uncarpeted floor, round a circular stool, eat

1 Gall-nuts form the base of the tattooing dye. It is worked in
with a needle, when it becomes permanent: applied with a pen, it
requires to be renewed about once a fortnight.

2 Mats are the staple manufacture in Eastern, as in many parts
of Western, Africa. The material is sometimes Daum or other
palm : there are, however, many plants in more common use; they
are made of every variety in shape and colour, and are dyed red,
black, and yellow-—madder from Tajurrah and alum being the
the matter principally used.

3 When woman addresses woman she always uses her voice.
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the European idea of manners ; they degrade all
ceremony by the epithet Shughl al-banat, or ¢ girls’
work,” and pique themselves upon downrightness of
manner—a favourite mask, by-the-by, for savage cunning
to assume. But they are equally free from affectation,
shyness, and vulgarity ; and, after all, no manners are
preferable to bad manners.

Sometimes we are visited at this hour by Mohammed
Sharmarkay, eldest son of the old governor. He is in
age about thirty, a fine tall figure, slender but well knit,
beardless and of light complexion, with large eyes, and a
length of neck which a lady might covet. His only de-
tracting feature is a slight projection of the oral region,
that unmistakeable proof of African blood. His move-
ments have the grace of strength and suppleness: he isa
good jumper, runs well, throws the spear admirably, and
is a tolerable shot. Having received a liberal education
at Mocha, he is held a learned man by his fellow-country-
men. Like his father he despises presents, looking higher;
with some trouble I persuaded him to accept a common
map of Asia, and a revolver. His chief interest was con-
centrated in books: he borrowed my Abu Kasim to copy,’
and was never tired of talking about the religious sciences:
he had weakened his eyes by hard reading, and a couple
of blisters were sufficient to win his gratitude. Moham-
med is now the eldest son?; he appears determined to
keep up the family name, having already married ten
wives: the issue however, two infant sons, were murdered
by the Isa Badawin. Whenever he meets his father in

1 Abu Kasim of Gaza, a well-known commentator upon Abu
Shuja'a of Isfahan, who wrote a text-book of the Shafe’i school.

2 The Hajj had seven sons, three of whom died in infancy. Al
and Mahmud, the latter a fine young man, fell victims to small pox:
Mohammed is now the eldest, and the youngest is a child called
Abmad, left for education at Mocha. The Hajj has also two
daughters, married to Badawi Somal.
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Book of Lights) the tale of Abu Jahl, that Judas of Al-
Islam made ridiculous. Sometimes comes the Sayyid
Mohammed al-Barr, a stout personage, formerly governor
of Zayla, and still highly respected by the people on ac-
count of his pure pedigree. With him is the Fakih Adan,
a savan of ignoble origin.! When they appear the con-

1 The system of caste, which prevails in Al-Yaman, though
not in the northern parts of Arabia, is general throughout the Somali
country. The principal families of outcasts are the following :—

The Yabir correspond with the Dushan of Southern Arabia: the
males are usually jesters to the chiefs, and both sexes take certain
parts at festivals, marriages, and circumcisions. The number is said
to be small, amounting to about roo families in the northern Somali
country.

The Tomal or Handad, the blacksmiths, originally of Aydur race,
have become vile by intermarriage with serviles. They must now
wed maidens of their own class, and live apart from the community:
their magical practices are feared by the people—the connection of
wits and witchcraft is obvious—and all private quarrels are traced
to them. It has been observed that the blacksmith has ever been
looked upon with awe by barbarians on the same principle that made
Vulcan a deity. In Abyssinia all artisans are Budah, sorcerers,
especially the blacksmith, and he is a social outcast as amongst the
Somal; even in Al-Hijaz, a land, unlike Al-Yaman, opposed to distinc-
tions amongst Moslems, the Khalawiyah, who work in metal, are
considered vile. Throughout the rest of Al-Islam, the blacksmith
is respected as reading in the path of David, the father of the craft.

The word **Tomal,” opposed to Somal, is indigenous. * Han-
dad " is palpably a corruption of the Arabic ** Haddad,” ironworker.

The Midgan, *one-hand,” corresponds with the Khadim of Al-
Yaman: he is called Rami, or ‘‘archer,” by the Arabs. There are
three distinct tribes of this people, who are numerous in the Somali
country: the best genealogists cannot trace their origin, though some
are silly enough to derive them, like the Akhdam, from Shimr. All,
however, agree in expelling the Midgan rom the gentle blood of
Somali land, and his position has been compared to that of Freed-
man amongst the Romans. These people take service under the
different chiefs, who sometimes entertained great numbers to aid in
forays and frays; they do not, however, confine themselves to one
craft. Many Midgans employ themselves in hunting and agriculture.
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there are many words; the verbosity of these anti-Laconic
Oriental dialects® renders at least half the subject intelli-
gible to the most opposite thinkers. When the society is
wholly Somal, I write Arabic, copy some useful book,
or extract from it, as Bentley advised, what is fit to quote.
When Arabs are present, I usually read out a tale
from “The Thousand and One Nights,” that wonderful
work, so often translated, so much turned over, and so
little understood at home. The most familiar of books in
England, next to the Bible, it is one of the least known,
the reason being that about one-fifth is utterly unfit for
translation; and the most sanguine Orientalist would not
dare to render literally more than three-quarters of the
remainder. Consequently, the reader loses the contrast—
the very essence of the book—between its brilliancy and
dulness, its moral putrefaction, and such pearls as—

¢ Cast the seed of good works on the least fit soil,
Good is never wasted, however it may be laid out.”

And in a page or two after such divine sentiment, the
ladies of Baghdad sit in the porter’s lap, and indulge in a
facetiousness which would have killed Pietro Aretino
before his time.

"Often I am visited by the Topchi-Bashi, or master
of the ordnance—half-a-dozen honey-combed guns—a
wild fellow, Bashi Buzuk in the Hijaz and commandant
of artillery at Zayla. He shaves my head on Fridays,
and on other days tells me wild stories about his service
in the Holy Land ; how Kurdi Usman slew his son-in-
law, Ibn Rumi, and how Turkchih Bilmaz would have

1 The reason why Europeans fail to explain their thoughts to
Orientals generally is that they transfer the Laconism of Western
Eastern tongues. We for instance say, *Fetch the book I gave you
last night.” This in Hindustani, to choose a well-known tongue,
must be smothered with words thus, ** What book was by me given
to you yesterday by night, that book bringing to me, come! "
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and he who objects to having his head shaved in public,
to seeing his friends combing their locks in his sitting-
room, to having his property unceremoniously handled,
or to being addressed familiarly by a perfect stranger,
had better avoid Somali-land.

You will doubtless, dear L., convict me, by my own
sentiments, of being an ¢ amateur barbarian.” You
must, however, remember that I visited Africa fresh from
Aden, with its dull routine of meaningless parades and
tiresome courts-martial, where society is broken by
ridiculous distinctions of staff-men and regimental-men,
Madras-men and Bombay-men, ¢ European” officers,
and ““black” officers; where literature is confined to
acquiring the art of explaining yourself in the jargons of
half-naked savages; where the business of life is com-
prised in ignoble official squabbles, dislikes, disappro-
bations, and ‘“references to superior authority” ; where
social intercourse is crushed by ¢ gup,” gossip, and the
scandal of small colonial circles; where—pléasant pre-
dicament for those who really love women'’s society!—
it is scarcely possible to address fair dame, preserving at
the same time her reputation and your own, and if seen
with her twice, all ¢ camp " will swear it is an ¢ affair " :
where, briefly, the march of mind is at a dead halt, and
the march of matter is in double-quick time to the
hospital or sick-quarters. Then the fatal struggle for
Name, and the painful necessity of doing the most with
the smallest materials for a reputation! In Europe
there are a thousand grades of celebrity, from statesman-
ship to taxidermy; all, therefore, co-exist without rivalry.
Whereas, in these small colonies, there is but one fame,
and as that leads directly to rupees and rank, no man
willingly accords it to his neighbour. And, finally, such
semi-civilized life abounds in a weary ceremoniousness.
It is highly improper to smoke outside your bungalow.
You shall pay your visits at 11 A.M., when the glass
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More often, eschewing these effeminacies, we shoot at
a mark, throw the javelin, leap, or engage in some
gymnastic exercise. The favourite Somali weapons are
the spear, dagger, and war-club; the bow and poisoned
arrows are peculiar to the servile class, who know

‘ the dreadful art
To taint with deadly drugs the barbed dart;”

and the people despise, at the same time that they fear

and each places two at a time upon any of the unoccupied angles,
till all except the centre are filled up. The player who did not begin
the game must now move a man ; his object is to inclose one of his
adversary’'s between two of his own, in which case he removes it,
and is entitled to continue moving tilt he can no longer take. Itisa
game of some skill, and perpetual practice enables the Somal to play
it as the Persians do backgammon, with great art and little reflec-
tion. The game is called Kurkabod when, as in our draughts, the
piece passing over one of the adversary’s takes it.

Shahh is another favourite game. The board is made thus,

]
1

and the pieces as at Shantarah are twelve in number. The object is
to place three men in line—as the German Miihle and the Afghan
* Kitar "—when any one of the adversary’s pieces may be removed.

Children usually prefer the game called indifferently Togantog
and Saddikiya. A double line of five or six holes is made in the
ground, four counters are placed in each, and when in the course of
play four men meet in the same hole, one of the adversary's is
removed. It resembles the Bornou game, played with beans and
holes in the sand. Citizens and the more civilized are fond of
* Bakkis,” which, as its name denotes, is a corruption of the well-
known Indian Pachisi. None but the travelled knows chess, and the
Damal (draughts) and Tavola (backgammon) of the Turks.
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upon the palm is made to quiver. In action, the javelin
is rarely thrown at a greater distance than six or seven
feet, and the heavier weapon is used for * jobbing.”
Stripped to his waist, the thrower runs forward with all
the action of a Kafir, whilst the attacked bounds about
and crouches to receive it upon the round targe, which it
cannot pierce. He then returns the compliment, at the
same time endeavouring to break the weapon thrown at
him by jumping and stamping upon it. The harmless
missiles being exhausted, both combatants draw their
daggers, grapple with the left hand, and with the right
dig hard and swift at each other’s necks and shoulders.
When matters come to this point the duel is soon decided,
and the victor, howling his slogan, pushes away from his
front the dying enemy, and rushes off to find another
opponent. A puerile weapon during the day when a
steady man can easily avoid it, the spear is terrible in
night attacks or in the ‘“bush,” whence it can be hurled
unseen. For practice we plant a pair of slippers upright
in the ground, at the distance of twelve yards, and a
skilful spearman hits the mark once in every three
throws.

The Somali dagger is an iron blade abont eighteen
inches long by two in breadth, pointed and sharp at both
edges. The handle is of buffalo or other horn, with a
double scoop to fit the grasp; and at the hilt is a conical
ornament of zinc. It is worn strapped round the waist by
a thong sewed to the sheath, and long enough to encircle
the body twice: the point is to the right, and the handle
projects on the left. When in town, the Somal wear
their daggers under the Tobe: in battle, the strap is girt
over the cloth to prevent the latter being lost. They
always stab from above: this is as it should be, a thrust
with a short weapon ‘‘ underhand” may be “stopped, if
the adversary have strength enough to hold the stabber’s
forearm. The thrust is parried with the shield, and the
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England: they are fine manly specimens of the race, but
noisy and impudent, like all young savages. At two years
of age they hold out their right hand for sweetmeats, and if
refused become insolent. The citizens amuse themselves
with the ball,! at which they play roughly as Scotch
linkers: they are divided into two parties, bachelors and
married men; accidents often occur, and no player wears
any but the scantiest clothing, otherwise he would retire
from the conflict in rags. The victors sing and dance
about the town for hours, brandishing their spears,
shouting their slogans, boasting of ideal victories—the
Abyssinian Donfatu, or war vaunt,—and advancing in
death-triumph with frantic gestures: a battle won would
be celebrated with less circumstance in Europe. This is
the effect of no occupation—the primum mobile of the
Indian prince’s kite-flying and all the puerilities of the
pompous East.

We usually find an encampment of Badawin outside
the gate. Their tents are worse than any gipsy’s, low,
smoky, and of the rudest construction. These people
are a spectacle of savageness. Their huge heads of
shock hair, dyed red and dripping with butter, are gar-
nished with a Firin, or long three-pronged comb, a stick,
which acts as scratcher when the owner does not wish to
grease his fingers, and sometimes with the ominous
ostrich feather, showing that the wearer has ¢killed his
man”; a soiled and ragged cotton cloth covers their
shoulders, and a similar article is wrapped round their
loins? All wear coarse sandals, and appear in the

1 It is called by the Arabs, Kubabah, by the Somal Goasa.
Johnston (Travels in Southern Abyssinia, chap. 8) has described the
game; he errs, however, in supposing it peculiar to the Dankali
tribes.

2 This is in fact the pilgrim dress of Al-Islam ; its wide diffusion
to the eastward, as well as west of the Red Sea, proves its antiquity
as a popular dress.
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asked reply in the phrase which an Englishman hates,
‘ Inshallah Bukra”—¢if Allah please, to-morrow !”—
and they have the decency not to appear in public at the
hours of devotion. The Somal, like most Africans, are
of a somewhat irreverent turn of mind! When re-
proached with gambling, and asked why they persist in
the forbidden pleasure, they simply answer, ¢ Because we
like.” One night, encamped among the Isa, I was
disturbed by a female voice indulging in the loudest
lamentations : an elderly lady, it appears, was suffering
from tooth-ache, and the refrain of her groans was, O
Allah, may thy teeth ache like mine! O Allah, may
thy gums be sore as mine are!” A well-known and
characteristic tale is told of the Jirad Hirsi, now chief
of the Berteri tribe. Once meeting a party of unarmed

without, however, disbelieving in prayer, he is to be put to death,
and receive Moslem burial; in the other contingency, he is not
bathed, prayed for, or interred in holy ground. This severe order,
however, lies in general abeyance.

1 '* Tuarick grandiloquence,” says Richardson (vol.i.p. 207),
v savours of blasphemy, e.g., the lands, rocks, and mountains of
Ghat do not belong to God but to the Azghar.” Equally irreverent
are the Kafirs of the Cape. They have proved themselves good men
in wit as well as in war; yet, like the old Greenlanders and some of the
Burmese tribes, they are apparently unable to believe in the exist-
ence of the Supreme. A favourite question to the missionaries was
this, ** Is your God white or black? "' If the European, startled by
the question, hesitated for a moment, they would leave him with
open signs of disgust at having been made the victims of a hoax.

The assertion generally passes current that the idea of an
Omnipotent Being is familiar to all people, even the most barbarous.
My limited experience argues the contrary. Savages begin with
fetishism and demon-worship, they proceed to physiolatry (the
religion of the Vedas) and Sabzeism: the deity is the last and highest
pinnacle of the spiritual temple, not placed there except by a com-
paratively civilized race of high development, which leads them
to study and speculate upon cosmical and psychical themes. This
progression is admirably wrought out in Professor Max Miller’s
+*Rig Veda Sanhita.”
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the traveller’s breast. Sweet as the harp of David, the
night-breeze and the music of the water come up from
the sea : but the ripple and the rustling sound alternate
with the hyena’s laugh, the jackal’s cry, and the wild
dog’s lengthened howl.

Or, the weather becoming cold, we remain below,
and Mohammed Umar returns to read out more * Book
of Lights,” or some pathetic ode. I will quote in free
translation the following production of the celebrated poet
Abd al-Rahman al-Burai, as a perfect specimen of melan-
choly Arab imagery:

¢ No exile is the exile to the latter end of earth,
The exile is the exile to the coffin and the tomb!

¢ He hath claims on the dwellers in the places of their birth
Whoso wandereth the world, for he lacketh him a home.

¢ Then blamer, blame me not, were my heart within thy breast,
The sigh would take the place of thy laughter and thy scorn.

¢ Let me weep for the sin that debars my soul of rest,
The tear may yet avail,—all in vain I may not mourn!

“Woe! woe to thee, Flesh !|—with a purer spirit, now
The death-day were a hope, and the judgment-hour a joy!

““One morn I woke in pain, with a pallor on my brow,
As though the dreaded Angel was descending to destroy :

“ They brought to me a leech, saying, ‘Heal him lest he die!’
On that day, by Allah, were his drugs a poor deceit !

“ They-stripped me and bathed me, and closed the glazing eye,
And dispersed unto prayers, and to haggle for my sheet.

1 The Moslem corpse is partly sentient in the tomb, reminding
the reader of Tennyson:

'] thought the dead had peace, but it is not so;
To have no peace in the grave, is that not sad ? "
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Sawahil,! now secretary to the Hajj, reads our fortunes in
the rosary. The ¢“fal,?” as it is called, acts a prominent
part in Somali life. Some men are celebrated for
accuracy of prediction; and in times of danger, when the
human mind is ever open to the ¢ fooleries of faith,” per-
petual reference is made to their art. The worldly-wise
Salimayn,. I observed, never sent away a questioner with
an ill-omened reply, but he also regularly insisted upon
the efficacy of sacrifice and almsgiving, which, as they
would assuredly be neglected, afforded him an excuse in
case of accident. Then we had a recital of the tales
common to Africa, and perhaps to all the world. In
modern France, as in ancient Italy, ¢ versipelles” become
wolves and hide themselves in the woods: in Persia they
change themselves into bears, and in Bornou and Shoa
assume the shapes of lions, hyenas, and leopards.® The
origin of this metamorphic superstition is easily trace-

1 The general Moslem name for the African coast from the
Somali seaboard southwards to the Mozambique, inhabited by
negroid and negrotic races.

2 The Moslem rosary consists of ninety-nine beads divided into

sets of thirty-three each by some peculiar sign, as a bit of red coral.
The consulter, beginning at a chance place, counts up to the mark:
if the number of beads be odd, he sets down a single
dot, if even, two. Thisis done four times, when a figure
is produced as in the margin. Of these there are o O
sixteen, each having its peculiar name and properties. 0
The art is merely Geomancy in its rudest shape; a
mode of vaticination which, from its wide diffusion,
must be of high antiquity. The Arabs callit Al-Raml, 6 o
and ascribe its present form to the Imam Ja'afar al-
Sadik; amongst them it is a ponderous study, connected as usual
with astrology. Napoleon's '*Book of Fate' is a specimen of the
old Eastern superstition presented to Europe in a modern and simple
form.

3 In this country, as in Western and Southern Africa, the
leopard, not the wolf, is the shepherd’s scourge.
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crone is called Bida’a or Kumayyo, words signifying a
witch: the worst is she that destroys her own progeny.
No wound is visible in this vampyre’s victim: generally
he names his witch, 'and his friends beat her to death
unless she heal him: many are thus martyred; and in
Somali land scant notice is taken of such a peccadillo as
murdering an old woman. The sex indeed has by no
means a good name: here, as elsewhere, those who de-
grade it are the first to abuse it for degradation. At
Zayla almost all quarrels are connected with women ;
the old bewitch in one way, the young in another, and
both are equally maligned. ¢ Wit in a woman,” exclaims
one man, “is a habit of running away in a dromedary.”
¢ Allah,” declares another, ‘““made woman of a crooked
rib; he who would straighten her, breaketh her.” Per-
haps, however, by these generalisms of abuse the sex
gains: they prevent personal and individual details ; and
no society of French gentlemen avoids mentioning in
public the name of a woman more scrupulously than do
the misogynist Moslems.

After a conversazione of two hours my visitors
depart, and we lose no time—for we must rise at cock-
crow—in spreading our mats round the common room.
You would admire the Somali pillow,! a dwarf pedestal of
carved wood, with a curve upon which the greasy poll and
its elaborate frisure repose. Like the Abyssinian article,
it resembles the head-rest of ancient Egypt in all points,
except that it is not worked with Typhons and other
horrors to drive away dreadful dreams. Sometimes the
sound of the kettledrum, the song, and the clapping of
hands, summon us at a later hour than usual to a dance.
The performance is complicated, and, as usual with the
trivialities easily learned in early youth, it is uncommonly

1 In the Somali tongue its name is Barki: they make a stool of
similar shape, and call it Barjimo
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over each shoulder to all brother Believers. The Khatib
then ascends his hole in the wall, which serves for pulpit,
and thence addresses us with ¢ The peace be upon you,
and the mercy of Allah, and his benediction;” to which
we respond through the Mu’ezzin, ¢ And upon you be
peace, and Allah’s mercy!” After sundry other religious
formulas and their replies, concluding with a second call
to prayer, our preacher rises, and in a voice with which
Sir Hudibras was wont

“ To blaspheme custard through the nose,”

preaches Al-Wa’az,! or the advice sermon. He sits down
for a few minutes, and then, rising again, recites Al-
Na’at, or the Praise of the Prophet and his Companions.
These are the two heads into which the Moslem dis-
course is divided ; unfortunately, however, there is no
application. Our preacher, who is also Kazi or Judge,
makes several blunders in his Arabic, and he reads his
sermons, a thing never done in Al-Islam, except by the
modice docti, The discourse over, our clerk, who is, if
possible, worse than the curate, repeats the form of call
termed Al-Tkamah: then entering the Mihrab, or niche,
he recites the two-bow Friday litany, with, and in front
of, the congregation. I remarked no peculiarity in the
style of praying, except that all followed the practice of
the Shafe’is in Al-Yaman—raising the hands for a
moment, instead of letting them depend along the thighs,
between the Ruka’at or bow and the Sujdah or prostra-
tion. This public prayer concluded, many people leave
the mosque ; a few remain for more prolonged devotions.

There is a queer kind of family likeness between
this scene and that of a village church in some quiet nook

1 Specimens of these discourses have been given by Mr. Lane,
Mod. Egypt, chap. 3. It is useless to offer others, as all bear the
closest resemblance.
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CHAPTER III.
EXCURSIONS NEAR ZAYLA.

WE determined on the gth of November to visit the
island of Sa’ad al-Din, the larger of the two patches of
ground which lie about two miles north of the town.
Reaching our destination, after an hour’s lively sail, we
passed through a thick belt of underwood tenanted by
swarms of midges, with a damp chill air crying fever, and
a fetor of decayed vegetation smelling death. To this
succeeded a barren flat of silt and sand, white with salt
and ragged with salsolaceous stubble, reeking with heat,
and covered with old vegetation. Here, says local
tradition, was the ancient site of Zayla,! built by Arabs
from Al-Yaman. The legend runs that when Sa’ad al-Din
was besieged and slain by David, king of Ethiopia, the
wells dried up and the island sank. Something doubtless
occurred which rendered a removal advisable: the sons of
the Moslem hero fled to Ahmad bin al-Ashraf, Prince of
Sana’a, offering their allegiance if he would build fortifi-
cations for them and aid them against the Christians of
Abyssinia. The consequence was a walled circuit upon

1 Bruce describes Zayla as ** a small island, on the very coast of
Adel.” To reconcile discrepancy, he adopts the usual clumsy
expedient of supposing two cities of the same name, one situated
seven degrees south of the other. Salt corrects the error, but does
not seem to have heard of old Zayla's insular position.
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of the eastern coast, and rose to its height of splendour.
Takial-Din Makrizi® includes, under the name of Zayla, a
territory of forty-three days’ march by forty and divides
it into seven great provinces, speaking about fifty
languages, and ruled by Amirs, subject to the Hati
(Hatze) of Abyssinia.

In the fourteenth century it became celebrated by its
wars with the kings of Abyssinia: sustaining severe
defeats the Moslems retired upon their harbour, which
after an obstinate defence fell into the hands of the
Christians. The land was laid waste, the mosques were
converted into churches, and the Abyssinians returned to
their mountains laden with booty. About A.p. 1400,
Sa’ad al-Din, the heroic prince of Zayla, was besieged in
his city by the Hatze David the Second: slain by a speat-
thrust, he left his people powerless in the hands of their
enemies, till his sons, Sabr al-Din, Ali, Mansur, and
Jamal al-Din retrieved the cause of Al-Islam.

Ibn Batutah, a voyager of the fourteenth century, thus
describes the place: ¢1I then went from Aden by sea,
and after four days came to the city of Zayla. Thisis a
settlement of the Berbers,? a people of Sudan, of the Shafi'a
sect. Their country is a desert of two months’ extent;
the first part is termed Zayla, the last Makdashu. The
greatest number of the inhabitants, however, are of the
Rafizah sect.® Their food is mostly camels’ flesh and fish.*

1 Historia Regum Islamiticorum in Abyssinia, Lugd. Bat. 1790.

2 The affinity between the Somal and the Berbers of Northern
Africa, and their descent from Cana’an, son of Ham, has been
learnedly advanced and refuted by several Moslem authors. The
theory appears to have arisen from a mistake; Berberah, the great
emporium of the Somali country, being confounded with the Berbers
of Nubia.

3 Probably Za’idi from Al-Yaman. At present the people of
Zayla are all orthodox Sunnites.

4 Fish, as will be seen in these pages, is no longer a favourite
article of diet.
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have subdued both, had they not in India, their chief
object, met the Portuguese strongly established.

Bartema, travelling in aA.p. 1503, treats in his 15th
chapter of ¢ Zeila in Athiopia and the great fruitlessness
thereof, and of certain strange beasts seen there.”

¢ In this city is great frequentation of merchandise,
as in a most famous mart. There is marvellous abun-
dance of gold and iron, and an innumerable number of
black slaves sold for small prices; these are taken in war
by the Mahomedans out of Athiopia, of the kingdom of
Presbyter Johannes, or Preciosus Johannes, which some
also call the king of Jacobins or Abyssins, being a
Christian ; and are carried away from thence into Persia,
Arabia Felix, Babylonia of Nilus or Alcair, and Meccah.
In this city justice and good laws are observed.* . . . . .
It hath an innumerable multitude of merchants ; the walls
are greatly decayed, and the haven rude and despicable.
The King or Sultan of the city is a Mahomedan, and
entertaineth in wages a great multitude of footmen and
horsemen. They are greatly given to war, and wear
only one loose single vesture : they are of dark ash colour,
inclining to black.”

I Bartema's account of its productions is as follows: * The soil
beareth wheat and hath abundance of flesh and divers other com-
modious things. It hath also oil, not of olives, but of some other
thing, I know not what. There is also plenty of honey and wax;
there are likewise certain sheep having their tails of the weight of
sixteen pounds, and exceeding fat ; the head and neck are black, and
all the rest white. There are also sheep altogether white, and
having tails of a cubit long, and hanging down like a great cluster of
grapes, and have also great laps of skin hanging down from their
throats, as have bulls and oxen, hanging down almost to the ground.
There are also certain kind with horns like unto harts’ horns; these
are wild, and when they be taken are given to the Sultan of that
city as a kingly present. I saw there also certain kind having only
one horn in the midst of the forehead, as hath the unicorn, and
about a span of length, but the horn bendeth backward: they are of
bright shining red colour. But they that have harts’ horns are
inclining to black colour. Living is there good and cheap.”
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gigantic mill-stone, half imbedded in the loose sand.
Near the cemetery we observed a mound of rough stones
surrounding an upright pole ; this is the tomb of Shaykh
Sa’ad al-Din, formerly the hero, now the favourite patron
saint of Zayla—still popularly venerated, as was proved
by the remains of votive banquets, broken bones, dried
garbage, and stones blackened by the fire.

After wandering through the island, which contained
not a human being save a party of Somal boatmen cut-
ting firewood for Aden, and having massacred a number
of large fishing hawks and small sea-birds, to astonish
the natives our companions, we returned to the landing-
place. Here an awning had been spread; the goat des-
tined for our dinner—I have long since conquered all
dislike, dear L., to seeing dinner perambulating—had
been boiled and disposed in hunches upon small
mountains of rice, and jars of sweet water stood in the
air to cool. After feeding, regardless of Quartana and
her weird sisterhood, we all lay down for siesta in the
light sea-breeze. Our slumbers were heavy, as the
Zayla people say is ever the case at Sa’ad al-Din, and
the sun had declined low ere we awoke. The tide was
out, and we waded a quarter of a mile to the boat,
amongst giant crabs who showed grisly claws, sharp
coralline, and sea-weed so thick as to become almost
a mat. You must believe me when I tell you that in
the shallower parts the sun was painfully hot, even to
my well-tried feet. We picked up a few specimens of
fine sponge, and coral, white and red, which, if collected,
might be valuable to Zayla, and, our pic-nic concluded,
we returned home.

On the 14th November we left the town to meet a
caravan of the Danakil,! and to visit the tomb of the

1 The singular is Dankali, the plural Danakil: both words are
Arabic, the vernacular, name being ** Afar "' or ** Afer,” the Somal
¢ Afar nimun.” The word is pronounced like the Latin * Afer,” an
African.
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these provincials. Presently they entered the streets,
where we witnessed their frantic dance in presence
of the Hajj and other authorities. This is the wild
men’s way of expressing their satisfaction that Fate has
enabled them to convoy the caravan through all the
dangers of the desert.

The Shaykh Ibrahim Abu Zarbay' lies under a
whitewashed dome close to the Ashurbara Gate of
Zayla: an inscription cut in wood over the doorway
informs us that the building dates from A.H. 1155=
A.D. 1741-2, It is now dilapidated, the lintel is falling in,
the walls are decaying, and the cupola; which is rudely
built, with primitive gradients—each step supported as
in Kashmir and other parts of India, by wooden beams
—threatens the heads of the pious. The building is
divided into two compartments, forming a Mosque and a
Mazar or place of pious visitation: in the latter are five
tombs, the two largest covered with common chintz stuff
of glaring colours. Ibrahim was one of the forty-four
Hasrami saints who landed at Berberah, sat in solemn
conclave upon Auliya Kumbo or Holy Hill, and thence
dispersed far and wide for the purpose of propagandism.
He travelled to Harar about a.p. 1430,” converted many
to Al-Islam, and left there an honoured memory. His
name is immortalised in Al-Yaman by the introduction of
Al-Kat.®

1 He is generally called Abu Zerbin, more rarely Abu Zarbayn,
and Abu Zarbay. I have preferred the latter orthography upon the
aunthority of the Shaykh Jami, most learned of the Somal.

2 In the same year (a.n. 1429-30) the Shaykh al-Shazili, buried
under a dome at Mocha, introduced coffee into Arabia.

3 The following is an extract from the Pharmaceutical Journal,
vol. xii. No. v. Nov. 1, 1852. Notes upon the drugs observed at
Aden, Arabia, by James Vaughan, Esq., M.R.C.S.E., Assist. Surg.,
B.A., Civil and Port. Surg., Aden, Arabia.

* KAit b, the name of the drug which is brought into Aden
from the interior, and largely used, especially by the Arabs, as a
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of donkeys and camels carrying water skins from the
town; they were under guard like ourselves, and the
sturdy dames that drove them indulged in many a loud
joke at our expense. After walking about four miles we
arrived at what is called the Takhushshah—the sandy

of the disciples of the learned doctor Nasr ood Deen, who is regarded
as one of the chiefs among the order Shadeli, and whose worth attests
the high degree of spirituality to which they had attained. Previous
to that time they made coffee of the vegetable substance called Cafta,
which is the same leaf known under the name of Kat, and not of
Boon (the coffee berry) nor any preparation of Boon. The use of this
beverage extended in course of time as far as Aden, but in the days
of Mahomed Dhabhani the vegetable substance from which it was
prepared disappeared from Aden. Then it was that the Sheikh advised
those who had become his disciples to try the drink made from the
Boon, which was found to produce the same effect as the Kat, in-
ducing sleeplessness, and that it was attended with less expense and
trouble. The use of coffee has been kept up from that time to the
present.’

“D'Herbelot states that the beverage called Calmat al Catiat
or Caftah, was prohibited in Yemen in consequence of its effects
upon the brain. On the other hand a synod of learned Mussulmans
is said to have decreed that as beverages of Kat and Cafta do not
impair the health or impede the observance of religious duties, but
only increase hilarity and good-humour, it was lawful to use them,
as also the drink made from the boon or coffee-berry. I am not
aware that K4t is used in Aden in any other way than for mastication.
From what I have heard, however, I believe that a decoction re-
sembling tea is made from the leaf by the Arabs in the interior; and
one who is well acquainted with our familiar beverage assures me
that the effects are not unlike those produced by strong green tea,
with this advantage in favour of Kait, that the excitement is always
of a pleasing and agreeable kind.1

1 ‘““Mr. Vaughan has transmitted two specimens called Tubbare Kit
and Muktaree Kit, from the districts in which they are produced: the latter
fetches the lower price. Catha edulis Forsk., Nat. Ord. Celastracez, is
figured in Dr. Lindley’s Vegetable Kingdom, p. 588 (Lond. 1846). But there
is a still more complete representation of the plant under the name of
Catha Forskalii Richard, in a work published under the auspices of the

+
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trees surrounds the only cultivated ground near Zayla :
as Ibn Sa’id declared in old times, * the people have no
gardens, and know nothing of fruits.” The variety and
the luxuriance of growth, however, prove that industry is
the sole desideratum. I remarked the castor-plant—no
one knows its name or nature'—the Rayhan or Basil, the
Kadi, a species of aloe, whose strongly-scented flowers
the Arabs of Al-Yaman are fond of wearing in their tur-
bands.? Of vegetables, there were cucumbers, egg-plants,
and the edible hibiscus; the only fruit was a small kind
of water-melon.

After enjoying a walk through the garden and a bath
at the well, I started, gun in hand, towards the jungly
plain that stretches towards the sea. It abounds in
hares, and in a large description of spur-fowl®; the
beautiful little sand antelope, scarcely bigger than an
English rabbit,* bounded over the bushes, its thin legs

1 In the upper country I found a large variety growing wild in
the Fiumaras. The Badawin named it Buamado, but ignored its
virtues.

2 This ornament is called Mushgur.

3 A large brown bird with black legs, not unlike the domestic
fowl. The Arabs call it Dijajat al-Barr, (the wild hen): the Somal
**digarin,” a word also applied to the Guinea fowl, which it
resembles in its short strong flight and habit of running. Owing
to the Badawi prejudice against eating birds, it is found in large
coveys all over the country.

4 It has been described by Salt and others. The Somal call it
Sagaro, the Arabs Ghazalah: it is found throughout the land gene-
rally in pairs, and is fond of ravines under the hills, beds of torrents
and patches of desert vegetation. It is easily killed by a single pellet
of shot striking the neck. The Somal catch it by a loop of strong
twine hung round a gap in a circuit of thorn hedge, or they run
it down on foot, an operation requiring half a day on account of
its fleetness, which enables it to escape the jackal and wild dog.
‘When caught it utters piercing cries. Some Badawin do not eat the
flesh: generally, however, it is considered a delicacy, and the skulls
and bones of these little animals lie strewed around the kraals.
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Returning, we breakfasted in the garden, and rain
coming on, we walked out to enjoy the Oriental luxury
of a wetting. Al Iskandar, an old Arab mercenary,
afforded us infinite amusement: a little opium made him
half crazy, when his sarcastic pleasantries never ceased.
We then brought out the guns, and being joined by the
other escort, proceeded to a trial of skill. The Arabs
planted a bone about 200 paces from us—a long distance
for a people who seldom fire beyond fifty yards; moreover,
the wind blew the flash strongly in their faces. Some
shot two or three dozen times wide of the mark and were
derided accordingly : one man hit the bone; he at once
stopped practice, as the wise in such matters will do, and
shook hands with all the party. He afterwards showed
that his success on this occasion had been accidental;
but he was a staunch old sportsman, remarkable, as the
Arab Badawin generally are, for his skill and perseverance
in stalking. Having no rifle, I remained a spectator.
My revolvers excited abundant attention, though none
would be persuaded to touch them. The largest, which,
fitted with a stock, became an excellent carbine, was at
once named Abu Sittah (the Father of Six) and the
Shaytan or Devil: the pocket pistol became the Malunah
or Accursed, and the distance to which it carried ball
made every man wonder. The Arabs had antiquated
matchlocks, mostly worn away to paper thinness at the
mouth : as usual they fired with the right elbow raised to
the level of the ear, and the left hand grasping the barrel,
where with us the breech would be. Hassan Turki had
one of those fine old Shishkhanah rifles formerly made at
Damascus and Sana’a : it carried a two-ounce ball with
perfect correctness, but was so badly mounted in its block-
butt, shaped like a Dutch cheese, that it always required
a rest,

On our return home we met a party of Isa girls,
who derided my colour and doubted the fact of my being
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buried its head, and sent for permission to visit one of
their number who had been imprisoned by the Hajj for
the murder of his son Mas’ud. The place was at once
thrown into confusion, the gates were locked, and the
walls manned with Arab matchlock men: my three
followers armed themselves, and I was summoned to the
fray. Some declared that the Badawin were ¢“doing?”
the town; other that they were the van of a giant host
coming to ravish, sack, and slay: it turned out that
these Badawin had preceded their comrades, who were
bringing in, as the price of blood,® an Abyssinian slave,
seven camels, seven cows, a white mule, and a small
black mare. The prisoner was visited by his brother,
who volunteered to share his confinement, and the
meeting was described as most pathetic: partly from
mental organization and partly from the peculiarities of

1 The Somali word *Fil " properly means *“to do”; ‘“‘to be-
witch,” is its secondary sense.

2 The price of blood in the Somali country is the highest
sanctioned by Al-Islam. It must be remembered that amongst the
pagan Arabs, the Koraysh '*diyat,” was twenty she-camels. Abd al-
Muttalib, grandfather of Mohammed, sacrificed 100 animals to
ransom the life of his son, forfeited by a rash vow, and from that
time the greater became the legal number. The Somal usually
demand 1oo she-camels, or 300 sheep and a few cows; here, as in
Arabia, the sum is made up by all the near relations of the slayer; 30
of the animals may be aged, and 30 under age, but the rest must be
sound and good. Many tribes take less—from strangers roo sheep, a
cow, and a camel ; but after the equivalent is paid, the murderer or one
of his clan, contrary to the spirit of Al-Islam, is generally killed by the
kindred or tribe of the slain. When blood is shed in the same tribe,
the full reparation, if accepted by the relatives, is always exacted ;
this serves the purpose of preventing fratricidal strife, for in such
a nation of murderers, only the Diyat prevents the taking of life.

Blood money, however is seldom accepted unless the murdered
man has been slain with a lawful weapon. Those who kill with the
Dankalah, a poisonous juice rubbed upon meat, are always put to
death by the members of their own tribe.
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camels and mules; two months before starting I had
advanced to him the money required in a country where
nothing can be done without a whole or partial prepay-
ment. The protector was to be procured anywhere, the
cattle at Tajurrah, scarcely a day’s sail from Zayla:
when I arrived nothing was forthcoming. I at once
begged the governor to exert himself; he politely
promised to start a messenger that hour, and he delayed
doing so for ten days. An easterly wind set in and
gave the crew an excuse for wasting another fortnight.!
Travellers are an irritable genus: I stormed and fretted
at the delays, to show earnestness of purpose. All the
effect was a paroxysm of talking. The Hajj and his son
treated me, like a spoilt child, to a double allowance of
food and milk: they warned me that the small-pox was
depopulating Harar,that the road swarmed with brigands,
and that the Amir or prince was certain destruction,—1I
contented myself with determining that both were true
Oriental hyperbolists, and fell into more frequent fits of
passion. The old man could not comprehend my secret.
«If the English,” he privately remarked, ¢ wish to take
Harar, let them send me 500 soldiers; if not, I can give

and if avaricious, he will, by means of his relatives, effectually stop
the journey by absorbing the means of prosecuting it. The best
precaution against disappointment would be the registering Abbans
at Aden; every donkey boy will offer himself as a protector, but
only the chiefs of tribes should be provided with certificates.
During my last visit to Africa, I proposed that English officers
visiting the country should be provided with servants, not protectors,
the former, however, to be paid like the latter; all the people recog-
nized the propriety of the step.

In the following pages occur manifold details concerning the
complicated subject, Al-Ta’abanah.

1 Future travellers would do well either to send before them a
trusty servant with orders to buy cattle; or, what would be better,
though a little more expensive, to take with them from Aden all the
animals required.
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of his clan, distant about fifty miles, to introduce us to
the Gudabirsi, and to provide us with three men as
servants, and a suitable escort, a score or so, in
dangerous places. He began with us in an extrava-
gant manner, declaring that nothing but ¢ name”
induced him to undertake the perilous task; that he
had left his flocks and herds at a season of uncommon
risk, and that all his relations must receive a certain
honorarium. But having paid at least three pounds for
a few days of his society, we declined such liberality,
and my companions, I believe, declared that it would be
“next time” :—on all such occasions I make a point of
leaving the room, since for one thing given, at least five
are promised on oath. Raghi warned us seriously to
prepare for dangers and disasters, and this seemed to
be the general opinion of Zayla, whose timid citizens
determined that we were tired of our lives. The cold
had driven the Nomads from the hills to the warm
maritime plains, we should therefore traverse a
populous region; and, as the End of Time aptly
observed, ¢ Man eats you up, the Desert does not.”
Moreover this year the Ayyal Nuh Ismail, a clan of
the Habr Awal tribe, is ¢ out,” and has been successful
against the Isa, who generally are the better men.
They sweep the country in Kaum or Commandos,?

presents of cloth, dates, tobacco and rice to his.friends, he had six
cubits of Sa'uda Wilayati or English indigo-dyed calico for women'’s
fillets, and two of Sa’uda Kashshi, a Cutch imitation, a Shukkah or
half Tobe for his daughter, and a sheep for himself, together with a
large bundle of tobacco.

1 When the pastures are exhausted and the monstin sets in,
the Badawin return to their cool mountains; like the Iliyat of
Persia, they have their regular Kishlakh and Yaylakh.

2 “Kaum" is the Arabic, *“ All" the Somali, term for these
raids. .
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his wife, springing from her tent, utters a long shrill
scream of joy, a preliminary to boasting of her man’s
valour, and bitterly taunting the other possessors of
noirs fainéants : the derided ladies abuse their lords with
peculiar virulence, and the lords fall into paroxysms of
envy, hatred, and malice. During my short stay at
Zayla six or seven murders were committed close to the
walls : the Abban brought news, a few hours before our
departure, that two Isas had been slaughtered by the
Habr Awal. The fsa and Dankali also have a“blood
feud, which causes perpetual loss of life. But a short
time ago six men of these two tribes were travelling
together, when suddenly the last but one received from
the hindermost a deadly spear-thrust in the back. The
wounded man had the presence of mind to plunge his
dagger in the side of the wayfarer who preceded him,
thus dying as the people say, in company. One of these
events throws the country into confusion, for the vendetta
is rancorous and bloody, as in ancient Germany or
in modern Corsica. Our Abban enlarged upon the un-
pleasant necessity of travelling all night towards the
hills, and lying perdu during the day. The most
dangerous times are dawn and evening-tide: the
troopers spare their horses during the heat, and them-
selves during the dew-fall. Whenever, in the desert—
where, says the proverb, all men are enemies—you sight
a fellow-creature from afar, you wave the right arm
violently up and down, shouting, ¢ War Joga ! War
Joga!”—stand still! stand still! If they halt, you send
a parliamentary to within speaking distance. Should
they advance,! you fire, taking especial care not to
miss ; when two saddles are emptied the rest are sure
to decamp.

1 When attacking cattle, the plundering party endeavour with
shouts and noise to disperse the herds, whilst the assailants huddle
them together, and attempt to face the danger in parties.
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CHAPTER 1V.
THE SOMAL, THEIR ORIGIN AND PECULIARITIES.

BEFORE leaving Zayla, I must not neglect a short
description of its inhabitants, and the remarkable Somal
races around it.!

Eastern Africa, like Arabia, presents a population
composed of three markedly distinct races.

1. The Aborigines, such as the Negroes, the
Bushmen, Hottentots, and other races, having such
physiological peculiarities as the steatopyge, the tablier,
and other developments described, in 1815, by the
great Cuvier.

2. The almost pure Caucasian of the northern
regions, west of Egypt: their immigration comes within
the range of comparatively modern history.

3. The half-castes in Eastern Africa are represented
principally by the Abyssinians, Gallas, (Hamites), Somal
Sawahili, and Kafirs., The first-named people derive
their descent from Menelek, son of Solomon by the Queen of
Sheba: it is evident from their features and figures—too well
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