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1865/τ/τ?  Richard Burton to Samuel Shepheard. 

 1. 

1865 -1869.  

1. 1865/ ɂ/ ɂ?  Richard Burton to Samuel Shepheard. 1 

Gay Wood 

Warrington 

Sunday 

My dear Shepheard 

Better late than never.  I send a Mecca for you and a Dahomé for Mrs. S.  I have 

had some difficulty in getting a copy of the former and hope soon to bring [it] 

out in a revised form with your and other names on it. 

Give my kindest wishes.  I will do all in my power to pay you another visit before 

starting. 

Ever yours sincerely 

Richard F. Burton 

2. 1865/01/01?  Isabel Burton to Monckton Milnes. 2 

Garswood  

Warrington3 

Dear Lord Houghton 

I am so much obliged for the little note of introduction which will be 

most useful.  As you kindly ask me where we are going I will just give you a 

résumé (we are going in the tourist line for one month & not seeking to be 

invited to stop in people's houses, though it is always agreeable to have 

someone to speak to & not to feel quite isolated).  Still I am sure you have done 

so much I should be sorry to trespass on your time for more letters.  We begin 

by Dublin Howth Kingstown Maynouth (for the sake of the priests) Armagh 

Belfast Giant's Causeway Enniskillen Sligo Galway Tuam Athlone Wicklow, 

                                                           
1 Michael Bird Samuel Shepheard of Cairo (London: Michael Joseph, 1957), p. 165.   
2 Houghton 4/181.   
3 [ŜǘǘŜǊƘŜŀŘΦ  !ƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜƴŎƛƭΥ άм Wŀƴ ΨсрέΦ 



1865/01/03.  Katherine Louisa (Stanley) Russell. 

 2. 

Carlow Kildare Kilkenny (in remembrance of the Cats) Wexford Waterford, 

Tipperary Limerick Killarney Cork.  I should very much like an introduction to the 

Castlerosses; I knew him when I was a schoolgirl as Valentine Browne4 but have 

never recalled myself to his memory since and do not know Lady C. 

I knew you were at Broadlands when I told you of my difficulty about having no 

where to go on the 5th.  I should not have mentioned it if you had been at Crewe 

but you will be glad to hear that Lady Stanley wrote & asked us from 5th to 9th 

and we are going.  I told her we wished very much to accept but that we had no 

where to go between Tatton & Alderley & that I was afraid we must go to Ireland 

& she replied that she only said 9th because she thought that was our day for 

leaving Tatton.  I had been at the Stanleys' parties in London & liked them very 

much & shall be glad to become better acquainted.  I will mind that the dressing 

gown does not appear in public.  I have a good mind to present it to [Turning].  

One of his men holding a tea bowl at his door wd look well in it.  We shall be in 

London about 9th February at Howlett's Hotel, 36 Manchester St, Manchester 

Sqr, & I hope I shall see you also as well as Richard. 

Yours most sincerely  

Isabel Burton 

RichdΩǎ best love.  He is leading a quiet civilised life & is more docile than I have 

ever known him. 

1st Jany.  A happy New Year & many of them.  If you go to Crewe on the 9th I shall 

get my uncle to send the pair of rabbits I promised Robin.  They are very pretty. 

3. 1865/01 /03 .  Katherine Louisa (Stanley) Russell. 5 

On the 3d.  the Burtons came here.  Capt. Burton is Henry's friend,6 he calls 

himself openly a Mussulmanτa very amusing and clever man.  His last post was 

consul at Fernando Po & now he is appted to Santos in Brazil.  His wife was an 

                                                           
4 Valentine Augustus Browne, άViscount CastlerosseΣέ 4th Earl of Kenmare (1825ς
1905). 
5 Bertrand and Patricia Russell eds. The Amberley Papers: the Letters and Diaries of 
Bertrand Russell's parents (New York: Norton, 1937) pp. 347-50.  The Amberleys were 
staying at Alderley, the Stanley family seat.  
6 YŀǘŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ WƻƘƴ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ όмунт-?), diplomat and linguist. 
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 3. 

Arundell a R. Cat.  clever sensible woman, much in love with her husbandτHe 

mesmerizes her constantly & then asks her questions about the futureτShe 

does not like it at all, as it tires her very much ...  . 

4. 1865/01 /07 .  Lord John Russell.7 

Alderley Park, Thursday, January 7 [1865].  Captain Burton, the African traveller, 

having arrived last night8 with his wife I have had the opportunity of meeting 

two very curious & interesting people.  He is a very dark man, with a fierce 

scowling eye, & a repulsive hard face; but exceedingly clever & amusing in 

conversation.  He believes in no particular religion, though calling himself a 

Mussulman.  His wife is a pleasant lively woman, talks much & fast, seems 

excitable & is a Roman Catholic into the bargain.  This afternoon while several 

of us were sitting in the library after lunch she began telling us about her 

mesmeric experiences of which she has had many.  Her husband frequently 

mesmerizes her, & according to her own account (I doubt this) consults her while 

in the trance about what is going to happen.  Before his last journey to Africa, 

when he was leaving her at home, he asked her how they would meet again.  

She told him that he would be badly wounded & would telegraph for her at 

Liverpool on his return, where he did telegraph for her to come.  Had she taken 

any note of this prediction?  No, but they both remembered!  Were there any 

other remarkable ones?  None equally so; she could not trust to all her power of 

prediction, as she believed she was sometimes right & sometimes wrong; she 

hoped they would never act upon what she said, as it was so uncertain.  She 

quite entered into the doubts or disbelief expressed by Lyulph9 & others; said 

she would not believe herself unless she had seen it.  Of course one cannot know 

how far she may be deceived but it is impossible on hearing her speak to doubt 

her honesty.  ... 

                                                           
7 Bertrand and Patricia Russell eds. The Amberley Papers: the Letters and Diaries of 
Bertrand Russell's parents (New York: Norton, 1937) pp. 347-50.  
8 His wife Katherine Louisa recorded that they arrived on the 3rdτsee above. 
9 Presumably Edward Lyulph Stanley (1839ς1925). 
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5. 1865/01 /08 .  Lord John Russell.10 

Saturday 8.  Mrs. Burton talked at breakfast & immediately after about her 

religious opinions.  Declares she believes all the doctrines of the church of Rome, 

but thinks everyone may be saved by his own form of religion, whatever it be.  

Never cares to convert anybody.  Her great object is not to disgust Burton with 

religion; consequently she does not fast or go often to church, or do anything 

that might annoy him: she confesses once a week, howeverτDid not admit that 

indulgences are given for future sins, but only for the past.  Thought it always 

doubtful whether indulgences took effect; one could not tell; a certain female 

saint who had had many indulgences appeared after he death to say only one of 

them had answered.  Later she told us about her marriage.  Burton had asked 

her twice, but her family would not allow it.  At last he gave her the choice 

between losing him altogether, & marrying her secretly.  She did the latter, & 

was his wife 2 months before her people knew.  At the end of that time she told 

them all & was forgiven, & he became a great favourite with her father and 

mother.   

Mrs. Burton had prophesied on the 5th when mesmerized that her husband 

would come into some money in February.  Promised to write and tell us if it 

were so. 

Blanche was very anxious indeed to be mesmerized & a sort of attempt was 

made to do it in the morning, but she did not go far enough to be in a trace.  

Airlie & I were in the room.  Mrs. B.  was kept in ignorance & at first declared 

she was certain he was not doing it; but afterwards found out.  He pretended 

(whether truly or not one cannot say) that it would all go to her if she knew, & 

that last time she had been so hysterical as to make it unpleasant.  She does not 

believe this.  After dinner we had the mummers; & then Blanche was actually 

mesmerized, Maud & Airlie being present.  Mrs. Burton was in a state of rage (as 

was natural) because she was not admitted & would not allow it to be done 

alone with Maude ...  . 

                                                           
10 Bertrand and Patricia Russell eds. The Amberley Papers: the Letters and Diaries of 
Bertrand Russell's parents (New York: Norton, 1937) pp. 347-50.  
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6. 1865/01 /09 .  Lor d John Russell.11 

Sunday [9].  We heard this morning that there had been an awful row after we 

had gone to bed between Burton & his wife, because she was so angry at his 

mesmerizing without her.  She said he would now be doing it with women who 

were not so nice.  He was angry at this & affected to think it folly, that he had 

himself said that if any man mesmerized her he would kill the man & her too, a 

threat that I dare say he is quite capable of executing. 

7. 1865/01 /09 .  Katherine Louisa (Stanley) Russell. 12 

Monday 9th Janτ 

¢ƘŜ .ǳǊǘƻƴǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ Χ Φ 

8. 1865/02/09.  Isabel Burton to Monckton Milnes. 13 

Dear Lord Houghton 

I thank you so much for the enclosure to Lady Castlerosse14 just receivedτwe 

had a pleasant ten days in Dublin 7 hard days on Irish cars in wind, snow & rain 

seeing 2 thirds of Ireland now we are back in Dublin till Wednesday when we go 

to Lady DroghedaΩs & from there to all the Southern half of Ireland & embark 

from Cork to Bristol.  Lord & Lady [Wadham] have been very kind & we like them 

much.  They seem very popular & to do things very nicely.  The Irish are very 

hospitable & we drive out every night.  I hope Robin got his rabbits safe.  Sir B 

Burke is claiming as a right for all the eldest sons of Baronets to be knights.  The 

first man O'Donnell is to be knighted in a few days they say.  Then anyone else 

of the first batch of Baronets who claim it will get it. 

The poverty of Ireland is all talk.  We have seen none of it except in Tuam & that 

is truly horrible for dirt & poverty & they are the lowest kind of Irish.  We have 

                                                           
11 Bertrand and Patricia Russell eds. The Amberley Papers: the Letters and Diaries of 
Bertrand Russell's parents (New York: Norton, 1937) pp. 347-50.  
12 Bertrand and Patricia Russell eds. The Amberley Papers: the Letters and Diaries of 
Bertrand Russell's parents (New York: Norton, 1937) pp. 347-50.  
13 Houghton 4/182.  
14 Gertrude Thynne, who had married Viscount Castlerosse (Lord Kenmare) in 1858. 



1865/04/22.  Richard Burton to Frank Wilson. 

 6. 

only seen one pretty peasant girl & not yet a model Irishman with a swallow tail 

coat & broken hat with a pipe in it; I have hunted everywhere for one.  Richd's 

love & believe me  

Yrs sincerely 

Isabel Burton 

Gresham's Hotel, Dublin  

Feb 9th. 

9. 1865/04/22.  Richard Burton to Frank Wilson. 15 

Private 

Care of Hertslet16  

April 22 

My dear Wilson 

I send you a little poem written by a young friend of mine.  It is a vy vile 

thing & as such you may like it.  Also enclose what will justify your sending me 

copies from Hamiltons of all home accounts.  I have applied for part of Pepple's17 

fine to be employed upon the house18 & Livingstone ought to keep this up if it is 

granted.  You never write to me now or give me the news.  De Ruvigny19 in 

London, not well, goes home to Isle of Man until Pine20 comes home.  I appear 

before African Committee 27th inst.21  Saw John Laughland lately, he looked well.  

[M. Castry] of Lagos vy jolly.  Remember me most kindly to all old friends & 

believe me ev 

                                                           
15 Quentin Keynes Collection, British Library.  Add MS 88875 ff.30-1.   
Undated ALS. 
16 Edward Hertslet (1824-1902) the librarian at the Foreign Office. 
17 King Pepple of Bonny. 
18 The Consulate on Fernando Po. 
19 De Ruvignes, see Register. 
20 Richard Pine, Governor of the Gold Coast from 1861 to 1865. 
21 This implies that the letter must date from 1865 since Burton appeared before the 
African Committee on 1865/04/27. 
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 7. 

Yrs vy sincerely  

Richd F. Burton 

P.S. If they will kindly draw out the accounts please address them to me care of 

Hertslet.  How are the little nigs? 

10. 1865/05/02?  Richard Burton to James Hunt. 22 

May 

My dear Hunt 

Yours of 30th received.  The corrected report has been returned.  My 

wife wants 25 copies I believe.  Nothing from Bollaert23τif too late send them 

ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ I.aΩǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭ LƴŘƛŀΦ24  Hastings paper charming.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  

I dine at Richmond today & so cannot be present at the meeting but will 

assuredly try the [Euston] at a late hour.  Give my love to my [friends] and 

strongly advise them to produce or invent somebody who personally knows 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ  /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Dr. Livingstone be prevailed upon to make a 

counter statement?  However I am glad that you have opened the bale and they 

little know the phase through which the popular mind is now passing who treat 

ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ΩƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩΣ 

Ω¢ƘŜ ·ǎǘƛŀƴ 5ƻƴƪŜȅ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩ ŜǘŎΦ ŜǘŎΦ 

a vous 

Richd F. Burton 

                                                           
22 Quentin Keynes Collection, British Library.  Undated, the year is tentatively imputed 
from the contents, since both Burton and Livingstone were in England in 1864/5.  
23 William Bollaert (1807-1876) Hon. Secretary of the Anthropological Society. 
24 Burton must have meant Santos as there is no plausible year after 1861 when India 
would be a sensible place to send correspondence to him.  Hunt died in 1869. 



1865/06/02.  Frederick Hankey to Monckton Milnes. 

 8. 

11. 1865/06/02.  Frederick Hankey to Monckton 

Milnes. 25 

Mio caro26 Houghton 

How ungrateful you must have thought me to leave you all this time 

without a line from me but I was determined rather that you should think me 

ever so much so than to write to you without being able to tell you that I have 

at least done one of the many things I have promised without being able to 

execute so long.  I will not here enter into all the many ennuis that have so 

completely taken up my life for the last two or three years but I will tell you as it 

is the one that has been the greatest empêchement27 to the fulfilment of all 

those promises that I have been obliged all this time to separate myself from my 

Books & keep them locked up at the Embassy with Atley,28 fearing some 

malheur29 might happen to them in consequence of the difficulties of my 

position, which I have often told you of, & it is only a few days ago that I have at 

last thought I could take them back & which I have done though perhaps 

imprudently.  Also it is only now that I have at last discovered an artist worthy in 

all ways of the different works I have long had in contemplation.  He is a perfect 

Caligraphe,30 a Painter & a Poet into the bargain & all that in the most complete 

& classically erotic style.  The greatest possible trouvaille31 for me.  He is 

excessively complaisant & has been for the last week hard at work chez moi32 

copying for you in very nice ornamental style my άtŀƴƴƛŜǊ ŀǳȄ ƻǊŘǳǊŜǎέ33 par 

Armand Gouffé34 et autres.  It will not be long doing (about a fortnight) & as soon 

as ready I will let you have it through my good little friend here at the Embassy 

                                                           
25 Houghton Papers, DF-2-2-22. 
26 My dear. 
27 Impediment. 
28 Falconer John Atley, soon to be British Consul at Paris on the 24th of that month, but 
at the time of writing private secretary to the British Ambassador and librarian of the 
Embassy. 
29 Misfortune. 
30 Calligraphe, i.e. a calligrapher. 
31 Find. 
32 At home. 
33 Panier aux ordures, the refuse cart. 
34 1775-1845. 
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 9. 

Jemmy Ellis.35  You will be much pleased with it I am sure both as matter & the 

way it is executed under my special direction, exactly like the original in form & 

all, & if plus tard36 you wish the flagellation M.S. done by him the same artist 

with appropriate ornament nothing will now be easier & more simple to have 

done.  You will see therefore that we will have lost nothing by waiting all this 

time. 

I am glad you approve of the Erotic Dictionnaire as I consider it one of the best 

& most useful publications we have had lately.  The author of it is a Monsr. Alfred 

Delvau,37 author of Les cytherees de Paris38 &c.  I donΩt know him, but could 

easily become acquainted with him which I shall perhaps do one of these days 

when all the persecutions that are going on at the moment against Editors, 

Libraires39 & all connected with erotic works are at an end.  Gay,40 the Editor of 

the Dictionnaire, & a lot of others connected with the Malassis41 late works are 

all to receive judgement at the criminal court tomorrow. 

I enclose you a prospectus of the new & magnificent Edition of Musset's Works.42  

I have subscribed for Turner & several other friends & for myself.  Do you wish 

me to do the same for you?  There is a large & complete Prospectus on thick 

paper in quarto the same as of the Edition but I can't put it in my letter so send 

you one cut out of the Presse some time ago. 

Arbuthnot43 I expect from India on four years leave the 6th of next this month.  

He is going to live here with me in my a back appartment.44  Perhaps we45 may 

                                                           
35 This can only have been the Hon. George James Welbore Agar-Ellis, the 2nd Secretary 
at the Embassy.  Brother of the 3rd Viscount Clifden. 
36 Later. 
37 1825-1867. 
38 Les Cythères parisiennes (1864). 
39 Bookstores. 
40 Presumably Victor Gay (1820-1887). 
41 Auguste Poulet-Malassis (1825-1878), publisher of ornate editions of Baudelaire. 
42 Alfred Musset (1810-1857). 
43 Forster Fitzgerald Arbuthnot, see Register. 
44 Apartment. 
45 That is, Hankey and his mistress Annieτsee Register. 
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 10. 

come over to London with him the end of the month.  Write to me soon pour 

me donner de vos nouvelles et pour me dire que vous ne m'en voulez pas.46 

                                                           
46 to give me your news and tell me you do not want me. 
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Figure 1.  Fred Hankey to Monckton Milnes 1865/06/02. 
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