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Preface.

Thisis a collection of Burtonianéetters, reminiscencegliary entriesmentions
and fugitive pieceshy or about Sir Richard Francis Bur{@821-1890) For an
overview of the life and work of Burtomyith complete facsimiles of all of his
books and articleseehttp://b urtoniana.org

Although there are many biographies of Burtoone is completely satisfactory,
and primary sources are badly needed. To date there have only been two brief
collections of correspondence: an unpublished M.A. thégiDonald Young,
written in 1979, and a selection of documents about the Nile controversy from
the collection of Quentin Keyngesdited by Donald Young and Quentin Keynes
published in a limited edition in 1999 his is not because of a lack of material.

While Isabel Burton bumed in stages partly in Trieste, partly in London

Ffy2ad Fff 2F KSN) Kdzaol yRQa GhNd&Ball2y RS
of his manuscripts, she could not burn the letters he had sent to other people.
Theefore the letters we now have contain hdly any received by Burton

himself, apart from scattered instances where he pasted letters he received into

copies of bookdn his library or collated them for use in ongoing projects, like

the Book of the Swoll ¢ KA OK & dzNJA SR tod teferSrice®d Y 2 NI
in the letters which do surviveit is obviousthat Isabel burnt a vast
correspondenceof which the extant portion is just small sample. Even so,

there arestill enough lettersdrom Burton to fill multiple volumes.

The mania for colleaty Burtoniana has meant that a lot of the known
correspondence inow secreted away in private collectionshe auction
catalogues are full of examples at ranstike prices Occasionally thimaterial

finds its way into archives where it can be accessegh as the Huntington
Library, where the Edwards Metcalfe collection was deposited; the British
Library, where the Quentin Keynes Collection of manuscripts is now available for
use; the National Library of Scotland, where the Grant papers, which contain
several letters to and from John Hanning Speke and C. P.,Rigtyeld Durham
University, where the Wylde family papers, which contain a trove of letters from
Burton to William Henry Wylde, have been deposited; and the Wiltshire and
Swindon Record Officavhere the Arundell papers, whicbntain the residue of

the items that Isabehad custody ofand did not burn or have burnt, reside.
Private collectors who have correspondence any manuscripts this means


http://burtoniana.org/

yout are encouraged, or rather exhorted, toontribute copies to this project,
which is ongoing

The scopdereis considerablhybroaderthan traditionalcollectionsof letters, as

it includesother documents, andelevant mentions of Burton and his concerns
in correspondence between third partiedn this sprit, there is an extenses
selection of correspondence betweelohn Hanning Spek€. P. Riy, J.A.
Grant and othersas well as a large trancleécorrespondence by Isabel

Most of the material herdas never been publishdzkfore, or has apgared in
fragmented form onlypften garbledby transcription errors. Commentary is
supplied where necessary to explain obscurities and identify references. A
Register is alsorpvided in Volume 4vith more details on the principal figures
referred to.

The letters and documentsare arrangedchronolodcally in the first three
volumes Reminiscencesvhich refer to an identifiable time pericappear there.
General reminiscences and assessments of Buktdtten after his death appear
by theirpublication dae.

The selection of letters is comprehgime and includes thecore of the
correspondence involvin@urton that is known to survive andan still be
located, but it does not aim to be complatenany more letters are known to
exist, and this collection magrow to include them in future editionsSimilarly
thoughthe reminiscences colleatiehere include nearly all theubstantial first
hand accounts of Burton that have emerged to ddteere are surely more to
be discovered

A fourth volume contains &egister of people referred tayith biographical
overviewsand detailsof their connections to Burton. There is alaletailed
chronology of eventsto allow contextsto be anchored correctlyand a
bibliography.

All volumes contain a selection of ingsg including colour plates, many of which
have never, or seldom, been published in foem given here. These include
the paintings made at Trieste by Albert Letchford, unpublished sketches by
Burton himself, and many other rarities. Together with thegeages long
familiar toaficionadosappear withmuch higher fidelity than they have before.



All letters reproduced here have been transcribed, wherever possible, from the

original manuscripts or images of them. There are only a few cases in which the
originals could not be traced. The text is given as closely as possible to the
original, withoutunnecessary pedantry about their physical layolWVhere text

O2dzf R y20G 06S NBO2OSNBR> 0SSOI dalisis Al A a
convention is used. Doultful transcriptions appear inside brackets, e.g.
GOowSOf F AYSNB ¢ @ 2 K S NB @ 8igi phrides haved deéh> (1 NI
supplied modern readers do not have the kind of education that Burton could

assume his audience had.

Finally,caveat emptor or reader beware.lt is all too easy to make mistakes in

GKAA 1AYR 2F 62N] @ . dzZNII 2y Qa8 KIFEYRONARGAY
with age shrinking and crampingAt times L & I 6 Sf Qisieves Wdksé. A y 3

During the compilation of this seri@sbecame obvious early on that confidence

in transcriptions required careful resolution of references and comgaparison

with other sources. While this raises confidencensiderably,it cannot

eliminate alltranscriptionerrors, let alone all the sumg other errors that creep

into precise work of this kind.edeismust either accepthis stoically, or supply

their lists of errata as part payment.

Gavan Tredoux
July2016
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1841. E. A. Feznan.

1841-1854

1. 1841. E. A. Freeman!

Freeman was educated at a small private school at Ewell, in Surrey, where Mr.
Clements Markham was one of his contemporaries. But his intellectual life dates
from his election to a scholarship at Trinity College, Oxford, in 1841, when he
was not yet eigtgen years old. At that time the academical society of an
undergraduate was limited to college walls much more narrowly than it is now;
and Freeman always attributed the influences that moulded his after career to
the fellows and scholars of Trinityrthepresident was then Ingranthe Oxford
antiquary; the tutors and lecturers were Wilson (Ingram's successor in the
headship, and himself an antiquary), Thomas Short (the tutor of Newman, who
survived to our own days), Isaac Williams, Copeland, and Haddenv@fds
co-editor with Dr. Stubbs of Councils and Ecclesiastical Documents relating to
Great Britain and Ireland). Among the scholars whom Freeman found in
residence were the present Lord Lingen, Basil Jones (Bishop of St. David's),
Mountague Bernard, rad Sir George Bowen; among his juniors were Father
Coleridge, Gregory Smith, Sir George Cox, and Gifford Pafgiwemmoner

of the time was Sir Richard F. Burton, concerning whom Freeman used to say
GKFG KS gl a NB3IIFNR o0& NPAdEA TaSENIR @ Fa (adzRA y-
that, there was something in common between the two men.

2. 1842/03/05. P. Wynter .4

At a Meeting of the Vice Chancellor, Heads of Houses, and Proctors, in the
Delegates' Room, March 8842 Whereas it has been announced by public

! Obituary E. A. FreemaAcademyVol. 41 No. 1038 (March 26, 1892) p. 301.

2. dzNIi2yQa (dzi2zNAR 6SNB {K2NIx 2AffAlFIYa FyR Y¢
Archivist Mrs. Clare Hopkins to Mary Lovell, 19961D).

3 See Register for W. G. Palgrave.

4 Oxford University Statutésy G. R. M. Ward and James Heywood (London: William

Pickering, 1851). Burton left Oxford around March 12 1842, after, as he later recalled,

attending a steepleehase. The statute here shows that this alone would have led to a

one-term rustication. Thédull Advertiser and Exchange GazdtteFriday 11 March

1842K1 & | Fdzf f RSAONARLIIAZ2Y 2F (GKS aDNIyR {(GS8§
Wales Handicap run on Tuesday of that week, which had apparently caused great



1842. Douglas Sladen.

advertisement that a steeple chase is about to take place im#ighbourhood

of Oxford; all persons are hereby admonished that the Penalties enacted by the
Statute hereunto subjoined will be enforced against th@go, after this public
notice, shall be found to have taken any part in the same.

P. Wynter,
Vice Chancellor.

Extract from the Statute, Tit. xv. Setb.

"It is also enacted, That no Scholar of the University shall be either principal or
party in a lorserace, either by the act of riding himself or by engaging in any
subscription for the purpose, or in any other manner; nor shall he attend any
horserace, or in any way meddle therein, under the penalty of rustication from
the University during one ten, for the first offence; during a whole year, for the
second; and in the case of a third offence, for ever."

3. 1842. Douglas Sladen.s

| had the good fortune to know some of the greatest of the authors who lived at
Oxford when | was an undergraduat®ax Muler, Bishop Stubbs the historian,
Edward Augustus Freeman, Lewis Carroll, Dean Kitchin, Canon Bright and W. L.
| 2dzNIySed X

Bishop Stubbs and Freeman were also Trinity men, and generally at the College
Gaudies, where the Scholars used to dine at the same table as the Dons and their
guests. Sir Richard Burton came once to a Gaudy when | was there, and told me
that he was verywprised that they had asked him, because he had been sent
down.

L &FARZ &, 2dz FNB Ay @SNB J22R O02YLI ye o
{F@F3S [IYR2NI 6SNB aSyid R26y TFTNRY ¢NRAYA

Lz f AO AYyidSNBaido LG st a 62y o0& aDlFeflRED
Oliver. SealsoOxford University and City Her&deturday 12 March 184p. 3.

5Douglas Sladefiwenty Years of My Lif&lew York: Dutton, 1913) pp-M. See also

Douglas SladeMy Long LiféLondon Hutchinson, 1939 p. 45.



18421851. Military Record

4. 1842-1851. Military Record 6

Richard Francis Burton

Dates of commissions as
Ensigni 18 June 42

16 July 42
G.0® 150ctr42

Lieut 215 Jany 46
G.0. 3%t «a a

Nominated by J Lock Esqtlae recommendation of Josep¥aitland Esq. L J
Horne. Son of Captain Burton H.M.S. Baptiz€dir.1821.

Posed to 18 N.I. G.O. 15 Octr 42. Admitted to the sendrrived at Bombay
28 Oct 42

G.0. 14 Nov 42. Leave from 1 April to 15 May to proceed to Bombay to
undergo an examination in the Hindustani Language

G.0. 22 March 43 reported qualified to hold theuation of Interpreter in
Hindustani

G.0. 5 May 43Appointed to act as Interpreter to his corps

G.0. 10 Aug 43.eave from 10 Sept tal30ct to proceed to Bombay ftine
purpose of undergoing an examination in the Guzerattee Language

G.022 Aug 43 .Reported qualifiedo hold the situation of Interpreter in
Guzerattee

G.0O. 23 March 43Leave extended to 10 Noveoable him to rejoin his
station

G.0. 28 Oct 43Reported qualified as an Intr. In Mahratta

8 British Library, India Office Records. L/MIL/12/73.
”Second Lieutenant in modern terminology.
8 General Order.



18421851. Military Record

G.0. 22 ©t 44. Appd 2d Asst Surveyor 8tinde from 15 Nov East Bengal

G.0. 2 May 45. Aarder dated Mahomed Khagkalanda, Hyderabad"8Aug.
46 appointing him to act as Interpreter to 1.8l. I. confirmed

G. O. 3 Sept 46. Leavextended to 31 Inst to remain at the Residency on
S.C

G.Q 1% Decr 46. Evires a zeal for the service aatention and zeal to his
duties (as Lt.) highly creditable and is easily acquainted wstdities. Insp
Rept of B.N.I.

6" Jany 47. Leave extended to 31 instramain at the Residency on SO.
[?] 2 Jan 47.

Leave further extended to 28 ing5.0. 1 Feb 47.
Leave fotwo years to proceed to théleilgherryHills on SG.O. 12 Feb 47.

Theunexpired portion cancelled from 30 ulto. the date of his return to the Res.
G.0. 12 Oct 47

Appointed Asistant in the Scind Survey DePalcuttaG.O. 23 Oct 47.
Reported qualified asraintr in the Persian languag2O. 12 Nov 47.

Evinces a zeal for the Servicegularity and attention to higduties highly

creditable and is well acqiraed as far asis experiencédnas enabled him to

progress. Insp. RepNIi 2 ¥ (1 KS .Iskdpoheddo havp pavsedyin 4Wn y @
native languages & has applied for a Committ. to examine him in the fifth.

Govt. recommend that a donation of Rs 1000 similar to thatdeetl upon Lt.

Rigby be granted to him.

[Publig from Bombay 19 July 48. No. 14. Sanctioned.

[PuMic] to Bbay 18 Jungs7]. No. 165).

9 Sick Certificate.



1845/08h ? William Napier to Captain Walter Scott.
Reported to have passad 2 more Native &nguage (Scindee and Punjabgee)
addition to the four languages preusly acquired.
[Public]from Bombay 28 Sept 48. No. 77.

Declared qualified to transact public business in the Scindee & Punjabee
Languages &. 7 Sept. G.O. 13 Dec. 48.

Evinces a zeal attention &gelarity to his duties, highlgreditable. InspRep.
of 18N.l. 21 Feb 49 & 8 March 504 March1851, 1 & 2 of December 1851.

Leave from 12 Marcto 12 April 49. Ga29 March49.

Allowed a Furlo to Europe on S.C. G.O. 27 March.49 Commenced 30 March
49. Gaz 5 April 49 & Futlst.

Submits br CalzNJi Qa A y a LIS O &f & workivkich heYd dgsipiisNA LI
publishing on thé&ethnography of Scinde M.C. 13 Nov 50.

Requests permissiaio dedicate it to Court M.C. 25 Feb 51.

Authorofag 2 NJ S aa/ridth8 iitue tountains oméonthsof sick
f SI oS¢ o a®/ ® mMn alé pmo

Authorofaworkenth G f SR a! 2 2 NJ &BthndgrgpgBy of 2 LJ2 3 NI LIK ¢
{OAYRSE¢ 27F 6 KsIB&copied &zaNdiwillingNaddept theS
dedication of thework.

M.C. 23 July & 27 Aug 51.

Granted by Coura donaton of B8 1000 for proficiency attainealy him in 6
native languages G.O. 30 Sept 51.

5. 1845/08/ 2 ? William Napier to Captain Walter Scott. 10

Private
19th August

10 National Library of Scotland, MS 7178 f.96. ALS. Scott was in command of the
Sindh/Scinde Survey.



1845/12. Scinde Association.

My dear Scott

The General says he is sorry that he cannot appoint Burton at present to
the surveybecause he is under a cloud, which has not yet been cleared up.

He has been behaving rathbumptiouslyto his Commanding Officer, and the
matter is not yet settled. Until it isit is impossible for the General to give him
an appointment. It is a greapity, for he evidently would be very useful to you.
Perhaps it may come right in time.

Yrs sincerely
Wm Napiet

6. 1845/12. Scinde Association. 12

Statistic Society In ScindeAt a meeting held in the house of Captain Preedy.

on the 9th October, the followingentlemen were present: His Excellency Sir
Charles Napier, &c. &c. in the chair; Col. Douglas, Capt. J. Napier, Capt. Browne,
Dr. Gibbon, Lieut. Blagrave, John Macleod, Esq., Capt. Preedy, Capt. W. Napier,
Capt. Byng, LieutMasters, Lieut. Major, and En8urton; and a series of
resolutions forming the bodies of the future rules of the Association were
passed.

1st. That an association be formed at Kurrachee for the purpose of collecting
information concerning the natural history, antiquities, statistidglects, &c.

&c. of Scinde and the adjacent countries; and that it be denominated the Scinde
Association.

2nd. That the Scinde Association shall consist of members, and that any
individual, of whatever rank or service, desirous of joining the Associatiatl,
intimate the same to the secretary.

11 Captain William Craig Emilius Napier of th& Eoot was the aidele-camp of

General Sir Charles Napier. Confusingly, Captain J. M. Napier was the Chief of Staff,
while Sir William Francis Patrick Napier would latete several books in defence of

his brother Sir Charles.

21 £ £ Sy Qa ,b.BR BeeYilsimulnal df the Asiatic Society of Bengalume

14 (Dec. 1845) pp. CX)GKXX.



1845/12. Scinde Association.

3rd. That his Excellency Sir Charles Napier be requested to become the patron
of the Association.

4th. That Colonel Douglas be requested to become the president of the
Association.

5th. That the five following gelemen be requested to form the committee at
Kurracheet Captain Preedy, Captain Browne, Captain J. Napier, Lieut. Blagrave,
and John Macleod, Esq. Ensign Burton, acting secretary and treasurer.

6th. That for the general purposes of the Scinde Associatian, purchasing
books and coins, sending out proper persons to collect specimens of Natural
History, &c. &c. a monthly subscription of five rupees be paid by each member
in addition to a donation of twenty rupees on entrance.

7th. Captain Preedy havingnklly offered to place at the disposal of the
Association one of the rooms in the new schoolroom built by him in the
neighbourhood of the town, it is proposed that his offer be accepted as a
temporary measure, but that means be taken for raising fundseetea building

to be devoted solely to the purposes of the Association

8th. That with respect to the library, the books to be purchased shall consist of
works relating to Sindh and the adjacent countries, especially to history and
antiquities, also that sentific works, and books of reference, be provided for
the use of the members.

9th. That every member be requested to favour the secretary with any
information upon the proposed objects of the society. Any donations of books,
specimens, &c. &cwill be nost thankfully received.

10th. That the expense of transmitting all communicatidres defrayed, if
desired, by the society.

11th. That the secretary register all the papers and donations, together with the
names of the donors, and enter in a book to be tkiep him, all miscellaneous
and detached memoranda with which he may be favoured.



1846/02/13. T. C. Blagrave to Richard Burton.

12th. That quarterly general meetings be held, and that intermediate meetings
also may be called for by the committee, or at the requisition of any five
members.

13th. That he committee now elected be requested to frame and submit a
series of regulations to the next meeting of the Association.

A general meeting of the Scinde Association will take place on the 8th
November, 1845.

R. Burton, Acting Secretary and Treasur&urrachee Advertiser.

7. 1846/02/13. T. C. Blagrave to Richard Burton. 13

ToLt. R.Burton 18th&3I Y Qi { dz] 1 dzNJ 3 St aS 6 KSNB

Rodewall*
13th February 1846

My dear Burton

Many thanks for yours of the 9th which | received just this day before
the action so have had no time to answer it till nolmvish you could only have
seen it, it was a beautiful sight, and at first just like a glorious Grand Review. We
got the order atl1 on the 9th to be ready at 3 am o'clock to move against them
and by sunrise we were all lined up behind the artillery who were scattered here
and there along our whole front.

For the fist few hours we had only to maruvre a little to get a nice berth
under the banks of one of the [millaks] then we laid down and the Ball was at
once begun by us absolutely in the right opening upon the enéflasteries,

3 National Library of ScotlarldS3867 f. 119 ALSThomas Colvin Blagrave (1818

1897) was a colleague from the Sindh Survey, and along with Burton a founder

YSYoSNI 2F (KS W{ OAy RSindh Rediste bridanARKam © {SS . d
Bentley, 1876) Vol 2 p. 94. He eventually rose to Lieut. Colonel. The letter refers to

events in the AngkSikh War of 1848 ® C2NJ I Y2NB RSOIFAfTSR yI N
{20NRBIFYQ RS&aONAOGSR KSThhillustraed Ristogy Bfdhie Bidsh | Sy NE b
empire in India and the Ea@tondon: Virtue, 1878).p. 6491.

4 Roode Wallah.

BgySyeQao



1846/02/13. T. C. Blagrave to Richard Burton.

this being the first intimation they had of our approach. They did not lose much
time though in tuning out and for two hours or more kept up a heavy cannon
but fortunately did little execution among our guns as they could not get the
proper range all their guns having been apparently laid against our
entrenchment in the rear for their shot passed cleaer us. After a little time
however they fell pretty near us. | was standing with several officers in the open
when one passed within a couple of yards on left; it made me bob down fast as
did the next two which pitched almost on the spot where we lders to

I RJI y]Od&ingpXt the Sikhs into confusion well out of the [Mollah] we
jumped forward formed into line and got up to our guns and passed them there
the whole company being [drawn] up into line we gave three cheers and rushed
up to their first entrenchmentswhich were cleared and passed. The inner
entrenchments were carried in the same way and then the day was all our own.
We had only to rush forward and drive the Seikhs into the river.

Corps took two guns and four standards and halted anhinks of the river
when for a minute or two there was slight confusion for we had come on so fast
that we had got between a large body of flying enemy and the ford, but we faced
both ways and cleared the field. The carnage in the river was awful, hdmdre
falling every minute or else rushing the ford. Their letters state their loss at
20,000 but even sayt 10,000 which | don't think beyond the mark considering
the numbers that fell in their determination to escape and the number killed and
drowned in crosing the river. Our loss is said to be about 4,000 but | hardly
think it can be so much as | saw but few of our men on the grétintle took
altogether 68 guns, | am just going down to see thé&mweneral Grg has crossed

the river at [Villaree] about 15 les below this and | believe we are to cross the
day after tomorrow where the Seikhsare said to have still 36 guns and 30,000
men but Taj Sing was wounded and most of their other chiefs killed so there is
no one to lead them and they will therefore notake very great opposition. |
wish you could have been on the engagement it was the finest and most exciting
sight | have ever seen, though at the same time there were one or two cases
that made my blood curdie fellow beings shot who had thrown down their

16 The British suffered at least 2,500 casualties.
17 Sikhs.



1846/02/13. T. C. Blagrave to Richard Burton.

arms. | saved one but was wrong in doing so for he afterwards escaped and no
doubt picked up a musket and commenced fighting again.

Your friend Rivers White is now in my Corps. He exchanged from 6ineirig
disgusted with it as they are always lefthded, and joined us just itime to be
present at this last engagement to balled the battle of SabroanHe bids me

send his salaams and tells me to say that he has at last earned and won a medal.
| too had only joined a few days before so have loshimg by loosing my kit

for it enabled me to make long marches and when | got up to the Garpt

g A ( K] all handis<and got supplied with all necessities.

| hope we may meet at Lahore that you may see what a good onetthih [
Rgmt is.l was alwaygroud of mine but now that | have seen them tried myself

I like it still better and as for the young officers with the exception of one we
could not wish to have a finer set. But | must now wish you goodbye and with
best salaams to Scéttwhen next you write and to all your corpsieimain in
haste yours sincerely

T. CBlagrave

PS: Write soon please and give me any news you may have. Excuse my sending
this Bearing as the fellows at the Post Office here are most careless with pre
paid ktters; they pocket the dibs and let the letters remain in their office some
days before they send them away if they do. | have lost several letters that |
have since heard have been sent to me.

We did not get back to camp until nearly 8 o'clock in evgilh preciously tired

but fortunately only had two officers wounded, Mackenzie badly and Rivers
White slightly, my Subaltern badly wounded and three or four of my men were
badly knocked over. The little Guerk&rbehaved splendidly as did our 1st
Europey’ wX®6 o0dzi S@OSNE /2NlJa GKFG L &l g

8 Losing.

19 Capain Walter Scott, head of the Sindh Survey.
20 postage to be paid by receiver.

2L Ghurkas.

10.
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1846/07h . Joseph Netterville Burton to Captain Walter Scott.

8. 1846/ 07/ 2 . Joseph Netterville Burton 22 to Captain
Walter Scott. 23

7 Cumberland St Pomlar?* Sg.London
July 184&

My dear Sifl shall feel obliged by your sending this letteerelyfor Richad's
perusal)

I have received your very kind letter of the 19th April last for which | beg
to returnyoumy sincere thanks. Itis much to be regretted that my beloved son
has met with the disapprobation of the best General of the day and | also regret
that he should have been removed from under your command, for | always
valued your sound adwg and disinterested friendshio highly that Idok upon
his not joining your department as a real misfortunelowever, Richard only
acted up to the instructions$ repeatedly gave him namelynéver to tolerate
situations which might posibly prevent his seeing servi@specially until he
might have made a good name for himself in the field of battle". For my part |
am perfectly convinced that he never intended to disobey Sir Charles’ s orders
so far the reverse that he imagined nothing could raise him so high in the
estimation of the General sampeure et sansithe as distinguishing himself in
actions which | am sure Rfdhtended to do if an opportunity offered.

From what | can learn my son tendered his resignation in due form to General
Sympsoff the then Commande of the Forces in Scindehich the General
accepted, in consequence of which my son did not think that he was acting in
disobedience of orders as Sir Charles had refused the Command of the Army to
the G'l officer thappermitted Richard to join the 1@0. Had the army of Scinde
seen service ithe battles of the Sutley etc.ub the officers returnedsome with

22 Father of RFB. See Register.

23 National Library Of Scotland, MS 3867 f.121.

24 pullman.

25 postmarked Bombal846/08/25.

w2 AGK2dzd FSINI YR gAdK2dzi 0246+ NRAOSQ®

27 Sir James Simps¢h7921868F { ANJ / KI N Sa Dbl LJASNDRa { SO2yR
described hima®l y 2 FFA OSNJ LISOMaf 3 I X & SyEd ONHzA YA Fpd @
NapierHistory of General S€harles Napier's Administration of Scirfdendon:

Chapman and Hall, 1851) p. 202.
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1846/07h . Joseph Netterville Burton to Captain Walter Scott.

medals some with promotionsmight they not say to my son "you hav
remained behind surveying, gocketing rupees whitsve were risking our lives,
& gaining laurels in the field of battle".

How could he avoid thesimputations but by aétas he did? Tho' his life is
dearer to me than thaof any other being in existenddope he will always risk

it whenever his reputation as a soldier, or his paigm as an Englishman may
be in question.l am very anxious that Richard may pass his examination in the
Persian language in the course of this year as it may possibly biim into
notice in Bombay, &think it would be advisable for him t@p visitso persons

of rankto whom he hadadletters of introduction Sir Thos McMahonftered

me a situation for Rictin the irregular Cavalry for which the latter ought to feel
very grateful. | did not accept theeGeral' s kind offer lest Ri¢tshould be
removed from his studiesl have at length succeeded in exéng your comiat
Ricardsons for half the price | was asked for your books in the first instance.
Mr. R's demand is £5.5s. Another person asked £10 for them. The Malabar has
left the Docks withyour books on board enclosed you will find your atdhe
balance in your favour paid tdr. RichardsonIf the editiondo?® not meet with

your approbation | will thank you to send it to Richard as a present from me, &
| shall pay the booksellei5.5s. with orders to crediyou with the same, but
previous to taking that step | hope you will make what use you like of the books
in question. If you will be kind enough to name your friend in LegBbdtrshall
make it a point to pay him any attention my power which | may easily do as

| expectto pass the ensuing winter in Pisa or Florence. Sincerely do | hope you
will, one day or other, give me an opportunity of shewing my gratitude for the
essential service you have rendered to my €elieve med remain my dear

Sir

Yours very sincerely
Jos. Burton
£ s d
Price of the Raccota, 36 francsconiat4/7per 8 5 O

Expense incurred in sending them to Leghorn 10 O
Thomsons acc't for rec'g & shipping thém_London 2 11 7

28 does
2taly.

12.



18467 Ensign Allen.

Belidor's work, entryshipping,insurance & policy 5 16 0

17 2 7
| paidMr. Richardson as balance 2 17 5
Total 200 O

Nota Bene
| received a twenty pound note which closes the above account. Addio. Jos:
Burton.

(I expect to arrive in Tuscany about the"idf [October next]*°

9. 18467 Ensign Allen.31

On the way from Dharwar to Coimbatore, to which district | had been posted as
Collector and District Magistrate, my wife and | halted at Bangalore to stay with
Colonel Allen. That officer had been a brother subaffewith Sir Richard
Burton, the traveller, and he supplied several stories about him which were new
to me. Burton was not apparently popular with his messmates, towards whom
he adopted, according to my host, an insolent and overbearing attitudien

haR 0SSy | 1SSy &aKAlIlNRKR X

10. 1847. Walter Abraham. 33

Sir,

Unlike your correspondent, Mr. Levick (of Suez), questioning Sir Richard's visit
to Medinah in 1853, | merely want to say that in Sir Richard the scientific world
has lost a bright star. In linguistittainments there was not his equal in the
world. He could not only speak the languages, but act so well that his most
intimate friends were often deceived. | was often witness to this feat of his while
at Kurrachee in 1847, as | happened to be employatbur. Stocks, botanist,

in Sind, as his botanical draughtsman. Sir Richard (then a lieutenant) and the
doctor occupied the same bungalow. | had necessarily to work in the hall, and

30 Barely legible note inscribed to the first leaf of the letter crassys.

31 Alan ButterworthThe southlands of Siva: some reminiscences of life in Southern India
(London: John Lane, 1923; reprinted 1990 by Asian Educational Services).

32 Ensign.

33 _etter to theTimes of India31 October 1891. Also reproduced in IsabelzNJil2fe/ Q &
Vol. 1, pp. 183.

13.



1847. Walter Abraham.

consequently had the opportunity of seeing and admiring his ways. KHeowa
special duty, which in his case meant to perfect himself for some political duty,
by mastering the languages of the country. When | knew him he was master of
half a dozen languages, which he wrote and spoke so fluently that a stranger
who did not sednim and heard him speaking would fancy he heard a native. His
domestic servants werea Portuguese, with whom he spoke Portuguese and
Goanese, an African, a Persian, and a Sindi or Belochee. These spoke their
mother tongue to Sir Richard as he was enghigehis studies with moonshees,
who relieved each other every two hours, from ten to four daily. The moonshees
would read an hour and converse the next, and it was a treat to hear Sir Richard
talk; one would scarcely be able to distinguish the Englishfran a Persian,
Arabian, or a Scindian.

His habits at home were perfectly Persian or Arabic. His hair was dressed a la
Persiam long and shaved from the forehead to the top of the head; his eyes, by
some means or other he employed, resembled Persian doidmahe used the
Turkish bath and wore a cowl; and when he went out for a ride he used a wig
and goggles. His complexion was also thorough Persian, so that Nature evidently
intended him for the work he afterwards so successfully performed, namely,
visiting the shrine of the Prophet Mohammed work very few would have
undertaken unless he was a complete master of himself.

| was a witness to his first essay in disguising himself as a poor Persian, and taking
in his friend Moonshee Ali Akbar (the father ofrk& Hossein, solicitor of this
City). The moonshee was seated one evening in an open space in front of his
bungalow in the town of Kurrachee, with a lot of his friends enjoying the evening
breeze, and chatting away as Persians are wont to do. Sir Rjiclisguised as

a Persian traveller, approached them, and after the usual compliments, inquired
for the resthouse, and, as a matter of course, gave a long rigmarole account of
his travels and of people the moonshee knew, and thus excited his curiosity and
got him into conversation; and when he thought he acted his part to perfection,
bid him the time and left him, but did not go far when he called out to the
moonshee in English if he did not know him. The moonshee was completely
taken aback; he did not kmv where the voice (his friend Burton's) came from,

til he was addressed again, and a recognition took place, to the great
astonishment of the moonshee and his friends. Such a jovial companion Sir
Richard was, that his bungalow was the resort of therledrmen of the place,

14.



1847/12. Pringle Report.

amongst whom | noticed Major (afterwards General) Walter Scott, Lieutenant
(and now General) Alfred De Lisle, Lieutenant Edward Dansey of Mooltan
notoriety, Dr. Stock& and many others, but who, with the exception of General
De Lisleare all gone to their home above, where Sir Richard has now followed.
May their souls rest in peace!

Some time or other Lady Burton may write a memoir of Sir Richard's life, and a
slight incident as the one | have related may be of use to her, and thjyuas

| do, and consider it worth inserting in a corner of your paper, | shall be very
much obliged to you if you will do so.

Yours, etc.,
Walter Abraham.

October 31, 1891.

11. 1847/12. Pringle Report. 35

Is any notice taken of adhces against moralityush as adultery drunkeress
&c. &c. and what and by whon¥?

Captain Rathborr® Magistrate of Hyderabad.

No notice is taken of ordinary offences against moradis/adulteryunless the
husband or relative whose honour is woundedmplains or of drunkennas
unless the party ign addition disorderly Public women formerly paid a tax to
Government and were encouraggithey are now not molested as long as they
abstain from disturbing their more respectable felldewnspeople But the

34 John Ellerton Stocks. See Register.

35 Republished iccounts and Papergast India, Scinde Sessioff' 3anuaryg 12

August 1854.

36 1n response to queries posed on 9 October 1847 by R. K. Pringle.

M yGKz2zye . f11S whEiKo2NySz 4SS wS3araidSNp
LAl oSt . dzNIi2y Thk Raachee RdfettisempEesehllp appearpddn the W
modest shape o4 lithographed sheet on Government foolscap, and, through Sir
William Napier, its most spicy articles had the honour of a reprint in London. Of these,
the best were "the letters of Omega," by my late friend Rathborne, then Collector at
Hyderabad, and theglescribed the vices of the Sind Amirs in language the reverse of
ambiguous. | did not keep copies, nor, unfortunately, did the clever and genial aQthor.
There is a letter from Rathborne to Burton in Vol 2, p. 245.

15.

. dz



1848/02/19. Richard Burton to The Bombay Times.

purchase of girl$or purposes of prostitution has been put an end émd the
bands of Sodomites who formerly infested the counamd receivedsome pay
from the state and others grain at the battaivere some four years ago under
a futwah to the cazee publicly whippeahd expelled the distri¢that is such as
fell into the hands of the authorities for the greater part fled gave up their
profession and resumed male clothing

12. 1848/02/19. Richard Burtonto The Bombay
Times .38

EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS IN THE NATBURALES

Sirt We had determined to address you upa subject of some importance

the Examination of @icers in the native languagesut thought it better to
allow a few days to pass beforeewcommenced our task; not that we had the
vanity to suppose thatur humble suggestions would have had any effect upon
the minds of the Committee, still we were unwilling to undertake at such a time
the promulgation of a theory so unpopular as that we entertain

It will now be our object to prove that the present systés not only useless and
obsolete, but positively mischievous in its operatioddter demonstrating this
ogreat truthg we shall proeed to consider the corollaryviz.that the sooner it
is altered the better Finally, we intend offering a few words aip the subject
of remedying, most effectually, existing evils.

We will begin with the first ordeal through which the young linguist passes, viz
the Outstation Committee This is understood to ban improvement upon the
G.0O.C of the 22d Octobe1831, vhich orders regimentaiommanding officers

to direct their interpreters to examine applicants for leave to the presidency in
the language supposed to have been learnébhlike outstation committees in
Bengal and Madras, thercumstance of having passad examination before
one of thosedminor courtg does not enable the individual to draw Moonshee
allowance It is therefore merely a precautionary measure, to prevetaal
want of preparation being evinced by a number of candiddteBhe abuse of
this part of the system is that it should always be duly understood dhtier

38 Bombay TimeSaturday Feb. 19, 184%. 147 column 4 and 148 column 1. Written
08 . dzNIi2y dzyRSNJ GKS yIYS WAl G2ND®
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passing before an outstation committee an officer should have a right to leave
for examinaton at the presidency unless amergency of service interveae
Whereas at present the contrary is occasionally the case, and such permission is
looked upon as a favour, not a claiiny commanding officer if determined to

a LJ- e ajanibriof any real or fancied offence can always prevent his obtaining
leave, and keep uthe obstacle for a year or saSuch things have happened,

and will occur, especially when it is generally understood that referg¢ace
superior authority almostinvariably ends in a stern reprimantb the
unfortunate applicant setting forth his unmilitay conduct and insubordinate
spirit in the strongest light In one case only do we recollect that a junior
succeeded in his reference; but although he obtained leave, the wdgaivas

not omitted. This is a serious evif Government intendsthesuniffo / 2 YLJ y e Q&
rupees 180i(e. thirty rupees for a period of six months) really to cover the
expenses of learning a language, Government ought either to assist officers in
passing their examinations in that period, or remunerate them if prevented from
so dong. The gist of our observations is, that no applicant should ever be
refused leave to the presidency after passing an outstation committee, unless
some sound reason for such refusal exist, and the said reason should always be
communicated, if practicabjéogether with a hint as to the probable time when
leave might be expected

To llustrate what we have said, we will quote a case which fell under our
personal inspection An officer who had given his commanding officer some
reason to be personally offeled with him, applied for an outstation committee
preparatory to appearing for examination at the presidendyhe application

was forwarded, and, after as much delay as possible, the individual was
ascertalt R 2 0S Rdzf egreniyd 8BiltldakeRf aFseéndd oK duy d
was next to be obtainel ' YR y2¢ OF YS The&kodly answdzd 2 F &
offered to his appliation was, that he could not ballowed to proceed to
Bombay Thinking his case a hard one, he ventured to refer the point to the
commarding officer of the station, for which be received from the latter
authority a mild wig Still feeling that justice was on his side, he had the audacity
to proceed with the business, and applied once more to a higher poteing
young in such matters, phrase had been inserted in his reference which,
though perfectly unintentional, gave such offence to the authority to which it
was addressed, that the latter individual not only refused the leave of absence,
but added to his refusal a most unmistakeabdxpressin of extreme
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displeasure. Thisur linguist was compelled to digest as he best could; and,
finding that everyone was against him, thought the wisest plan wasiffer in
silence. Sixteen mdins afterwards he availed himself of the first opparity
offered, and passed before the Bombay Committeks loss was

Moonshee allowance for sixteen months, Rs 960
at sixty rupees per mensem

Loss of boat allowance going and coming, Rs 200
at 100 rupees each way

¢c201 € 1160

Hesucceeded at last, it is true, but, to use a classical expression, another such a
triumph would fairly have ruined himTo show how imperfectly such matters

are generally understood, wmay quote the fact that one ofhe officers to
whom the reference wasnade, when informed privately by a friend of the
referring party, that the case was one of great hardship, declared he could not
understand it to be such WhytcannotMr. A. turn off his Moonshee rad get a
YySg 2y S ¢4 KSgendil lieosidhadhradié acuteness! Like unto the
wise men who went forth to rake up the moonshine, our sapient senior forgot
that there is such a thing as forgetfulness, and expected others to follow his
example

Kurrachee, Feb. 6th, 1848. VIATOR.
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Figurel. Bombay Timed4848/02/19.

@orvespondence,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BOMBAY TIMES,

EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS IN THE
NATIVE LANGUAGES.

Sir,—We had determined to address yoa upon a subject
of some importance—the Examination of Officers in the
Native Lianguages,—but thought it better to allow a
few days to pass before we commenced our task; mot
that we had the vanity to suppose that our humble sug-
gestions would have had any effact upon the minds of the
Committee, still we were unwilling to undertake at such
a time the promulgation of a theory so unpopular as that
we entertain,

It will now be our object to prove that the present
system is not only useless and obsolete, but positively mis-
chieyous in its operations. After demonstrating this
“ great truth,”’ wo shall proceed to consider the corollary
—viz., that the sooner it is altered the better. Finally, we
intend offering a fow words upon the subject of remedying,
most effectually, existing evils.

We will begin with the first ordeal throngh which the
young linguist passes, viz. the Outstation Committes. This
is understood to be an improvement upon the G. O. C. of
the 22d October 1831, which orders regimental commanding
officers to direot their interpreters to examine applicants
for leave to the presidency in the language supposed to
have been learned. Unlike outstation cqmmittees in Ben-
gal and Madras, the circumstance of having passed an:
examination before one of those “ minor courts” does nok
enable the individual to draw Moonshee allowance. Itis
therefore merely a precautionary measure, to a
“ total want of preparation being evinced by a u
candidates,” The abuse of tl:lis p;r:d 9:;‘ ﬂ::‘ la!;;iﬂ'ﬁw
it should always be duly underst )y s,
bafore an ozmzation committes an offiver showlid Rave @
right o leave for crxamination at the . S a6 b
an emargency of service intervéne. W:‘ g e =
the contrary is occasionally the- aisé; sn A’.: s
is Tooked upon as o favour, ot &' olaim. Eoyr%
officer if determined to ¢ pay off” ajunior fo l?y gty
fancied offence, oan always provent his obtaining leave, aud
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