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TO

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WALTER BSCOTT,

BOMBAY ENGINEERS.

MY DEAR ScorT,

'THE sentiment may savour of Themistocles rather
than Aristides ; still I venture to hold that the pen in the
hand of a man is that implement wherewith he may lawfully
make known his obligations to those he loves, and, at the
same time, answer loudly as he pleases certain other claim-
ants to his attention. |

Acting upon this principle—or no principle, as you please
—1I have inscribed these pages to you, a veteran dweller in
the tents of Shem, a shrewd observer of all things oriental,
and, what concerns my purpose infinitely more, an old and
valued friend, whose claims to my gratitude I shall ever feel
to be of the strongest.

LonDoN, 1st August, 1851.















HOW MANHORA FOUGHT. 17

where British arms first showed the vaunting Scindee
and the blustering Beloch what British arms can do
when necessary.

As SirJ. K
in the four quarters of the globe,” was marching up
to take the city, which made the knight a baron, he
and his gallant soldiers were so evil entreated—at
least, so it is said—by the Princes of the Indus, who
would neither be on regular warlike terms with him,
so as to give him an opportunity of leoting * them,

, ““ after a service of forty-five years

nor yet be sufficiently accommodating to assist him
in looting others, that a reserve force was inconti-
nently despatched from Bombay to be stationed in
this favoured land, and to teach its rude rulers better
manners.

Kurrachee was fixed upon as the point of disem-
barkation. H. M. ship “Wellesley,” 74, and the
“Hannah” transport, having on board H. M. 40th
regiment, together with a company of artillery, arrived
there on the 2nd of February, 1839, anchored under
the walls of the fort, and summoned the garrison to
surrender.

“1 am a Beloch, and I will die first,”” was the
magnanimous reply of the noble barbarian, the com-

mander of the said garrison. Moreover, the same

* Loot is plunder in the Anglo-Indian dialect.



